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Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Studio efforts in past to make air 
travel a violation of contract has 
failed, but the series of smashups 
recently has brought studios and 
talent around to agreeing that it 
might be a good idea to confine the 
N. Y. to L. A. and vice versa over- 


night hops to the good old summer- 
time. It now becomes a must rule, 
unless in case of emergency. 

If a swallow, like a bricklayer, is 
the first bird to die in winter, the 
airship isn’t far behind them, studio 
heads are presently arguing. Crack- 


When Winter Comes, 
By Plane Is Cold, Hollywood Rules 


+ 





ups come as soon as the snow does. | 
After that there’s been a parade till 


April ushers in n.ilder weather. 

Of two recént crashes, in neigh- 
borhood of ranches of Bill Hart, 
Harry Carey and Trem Carr, second 


‘is expected to get somewhere, on 
investigation, because the other was | 
‘a complete blackout. 
‘yived it. 


Nobody sur- 


Second, which killed Martin John- 


“gon among others, is being laid by 


Hearst press to inadequate radio 
beaming and such stuff, but fact 
that planes were not any too young 


and not equipped to shake off heavy 
‘coating of ice is also stressed. 


Trouble is that to come into L.A. 


-is a mountain-climbing job at the 


(Continued on page 27) 





‘Radio, Lecture Dates 


Being Reset to Permit 


Mrs. Johnson to Solo 


Mrs. Martin Johnson will pick up | 


GHOSTS OF TRAFFIC 


son, killed 10 days ago in an air-| 
Widow is} 
recovering in a California hospital | 
from a skull fracture and knee in- | 





the radio and lecture dates set jointly 
for herself and the late Martin John- 


plane crack-up on Coast. 


jury. 


Following long distance telephone 


conferences, the Johnsons’ manager, 
Clark Getts, left Monday (18) to 
work out a new series of playdates 


expected to start toward the end of | 


February and continue until sum- 
mer, 


Mrs. Johnson has always accom- 
Panied her husband and been an 
integral part of the African trips also 
the public appearances thereafter. 


Who Said Vaudeville Was 
Washed Up for Big Coin? | 


Ferde 
Ville 
left 








Simon, New York vaude- 
agent who died recently at 46, 
in estate amounting to $140,000 
in property, insurance and cash. 
The fortune was compiled almost 
entirely from vaudeville bookings, 
and the greater part of it in the last 
three years, despite that during this 


period vaudeville had reached its 
lowest ebb. 





Don’t Bet They Won’: 


Radio program slipping in 
popularity finds it hard to fill 
the chairs for the studio broad- 
casts. 

Wag suggests 
bank night. 


they put in 














| iy 
SS. LUSITANIA Radio’s mad scramble for novelty 


| programs has reached the daffodil- 


SALVAGING AS 
LYCEUM ACT 


Undersea _ shots of salvaging of the 
Lusitania off the Irish coast will be 
directed by Capt. John D. Craig, 
cameraman on “Trader Horn’ (Metro) 
and other films, with deep-sea ex- 
periences later jelled into suitable 
material for a lecture tour. 

Shooting will be done 312 feet 
below the surface with various deck 
levels much lower than that, ac- 
cording to exactly what is found 
when operations get under way. 
Crew of five will work with Craig. 

Work begins in May and will last 
throughout the summer at least, it 
is said. Special diving apparatus and 
lighting inventions have been tested 
in Florida waters, Lake Michigan 
and around Porto Rico. Camera 
work will be done in diving suits, 
instead of bell, it is thought. High- 


New Yorl N. Y., by Variety, I Annual 
2”, 1905, at the Post Office at New 
1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALT. RIGHTS 


| 


N.Y. to LA. ‘NAVE 


| 





|mercials but in local shows 





land the boys down in Washington, 


powered lights are the main equip- | 


ment still being tested out 
General Electric laboratory guidance. 





DEAD IN L. A. PARADE 


Los Angeles, Jan. 19. 
This city saw a unique parade last 
Saturday (16). Men, women and 
children personified the 1,042 per- 
sons who died in traffie accidents in 
Los Angeles county last year and 
moved 





dous toll of death from careless driv- 
ing. 


under | 





slowly through the business | 
| district to demonstrate the tremen- 


Sponsored by the Hollywood Post 


of the American Legion, the parade 


|had near its head a float, on each 
side of which was printed this 
legend: 


‘These Legionnaires represent 1,042 
deaths in traffic in Los Angeles 
county in per Think! What will 
In peace as in war 


we serve. Antaciatn Legion.’ 
In line were girls, daughters of 


members of the Legion auxiliary, 
each representing a girl who died in 
traffic last year, and boys, members 
of the Sons of Veterans, representing 
the dead boys. They marched silent- 
ly, ahead of several hundred men 
and women representing .the dead 


j adults. 


‘ last six months 


— + 


TIES ZOOM: 
THING TOO ODD 


Trend Intensifies as Clinics, | 
Forums, Courts, Contests, | 
Spread Throughout Coun- 
try on All Stations 











WEB AND LOCAL 


picking stage. Nothing is barred be- 
| cause it’s crazy, peculiar or without 


precedent. Auditions at the moment 
are tinged with stunts. Given a con- 
test twist that ties in a studio audi- 


ence any advertiser nowadays is hot | 


to talk terms. 
Vast number of stunts is exempli- 
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Buffalo's Own Craze—Jeep Dancing; 
But Now They Community S(w)ing 





Bowes Makes the Met 


Lucille Browning, who is now 
with the Metropolitan 
singing small contralto 
did a whirl for Major 
June 23, 1935. 

She isn’t bragging 
major is. 


opera 
roles, 
Bowes 


but the 








fied not only in the network com- 
such as 
‘Umbrella Court’ over KSTP, St. | 
Paul (see radio reports this issue). | 

Rash of the audience-amusing-the- 
audience programs has broken out 
anew all over the Manhattan radio 
map. Trend, in full tempo in New 
York and throughout the country 
since last fall, is currently getting 
a new shot. in the arm at three 
points: (1) via spelling bee programs; 
(2) via a successor to the junked 
‘Goodwill Court’ on WMCA; and. (3) 
via a ‘clinic’ on WBNX where the 
lame, the halt, and the blind will get 
medical advice. Latter two stanzas 
are anticipated to skate as close to 
the edge of the ice as public opinion, 


will allow. 
‘Frankness’ Important 
Successor to WMCA’s ‘Goodwill 
Court,’ which Chase & Sanborn had 
to drop after lawyers were debarred 
from it, is a ‘Goodwill Clinic’ con- 
ducted by John J. Anthony, chief of 
the Marital Relations Institute, Will 
delve into personal problems, with 
the station figuring that more linen 
of a type the old ‘Goodwill Court’ 
used to wash will be available for 
the air waves. It’s no secret that the 
success of the original ‘Court’ was | 
(Continued on page 46) 


‘TRANSPARENT WOMAN’ © 
GETS MEDICO ROUTE 


Won il 











which 
the New 
and In- 


August, 


The Transparent 
has been on exhibition at 
York Museum of Science 
dustry. Radio City, since last 
winds up its engagement in Man- 
hattan this week. Starts road tou 
consisting largely cf visits to medi- 
and hospitals, throughout 
the nation next week. S. H. Camp, 


cal schools 


of Jackson, Mich., who made the 
novel life-size, virtually gla fem- 
inine figure, will accompany it on 
the tour. 

Presence of the Camp transparent 
femme is credited with helping to| 


break attendance record in the 


at the Museum. 


the 


| 








FLOOD SCARE IN 
PITTSBURGH 
AGAIN 


Pittsburgh, 
Flood scare is on again, with 30- 
foot stage predicted for today (19). 


Film houses downtown, remember- 
ing disaster of last March, are 
panicky. Theatres, among them Ful- 
ton, Alvin, Penn and Barry, have put 
on extra crews to be ready for any 
emergency and barriers are already 
being hurried in basements, where 
greatest danger les at the moment. 
Heavy rains, with little or no cold, 
have been over-running city’s rivers 
and situation became acute over 
week-end, with Alvin, Fulton and 
Barry rushing pumps to scene to 
empty basements and Barry, with an 
auditorium lower than others, roll- 


ing rugs each night and. posting a | 


24-hour guard, 


Disastrous flood last March, when 
high water mark reached 46 feet, cost 
theatres more than $1,000,000 here 
and they're in no position to stand a 
recurrence, 


G. J. NATHAN’S SEQUEL 
TO BILL SHAKESPEARE 








7+ 





Jan. 19. | dow ‘No Jeeping Allowed, 


| 


| 





| splinters 


By ROD REED 
Buffalo, Jan. 19. 
To appease the Jeepers, Harold 
Austin has had to introduce com- 


munity singing in the Dellwood ball- 
room, : 

Jeepers are dancers who do the 
Jeep dance, said to be 
Buffalo, and peculiar is 
juste. Principal idea of the dance 
seems to be that you kick your fel- 
low dancers if they happen to come 
where you are kicking. 

Jeep dancers got to bouncing and 
kicking so that straight dancers 
started to walk out. They kicked 
in the dance floor. All 
jeepers wear crepe soled shoes with 
low heels, even gals in evening 
gowns. Jeepers shake the building, 

So Austin finally announced that 
the building inspector had clamped 
down on the new dance, posted a 
and pro- 


peculiar to 


the mot 


| ceeded to seek an idea to make the 





| kids forget their craze. 


Community singing seems to be 
doing it. Lights are dimmed, words 
thrown on screen, and the bands’ 
vocalists lead the songs. Anybody 
who doesn’t want to sing can keep 
on dancing. It’s going over, 


Queen Mary to See 
Bergner Pic, First 
Since King’s Death 








London, Jan. 10, 
Queen Mary has promised to at- 
tend the world premiere of Max 
Schach’s ‘Dreaming Lips,’ latest 
Elisabeth Bergner starrer, at the 
| London Pavilion on Feb. 2. Pro- 


ceeds are to go in aid of slum clear- 
ance work, 

Queen “Mother has not visited a 
motion picture theatre since the 
death of King George last January. 

‘Dreaming Lips’ is a United Artists 


release. 
| 


When George Jean Nathan finished | 


his play, ‘The Avon Flows,’ 


it being | 


the first full-length drama he ever | 


wrote on his own, he went to fan- 


tastic lengths to get reactions with- 
out using his name. Script was 
mailed to London and, from there, 


ers via mail and with a pseudonym 
Both producers were interested and, 
it is claimed, started negotiations 
but the critic still played shy. 
Bock will be published in play 


form on Feb. 2 and, says Nathan, it 


| depends on critical reaction whether 
he will permit it to be produced. 

It is a continuation of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ on the supposition that they 
both lived, and employs Shakes- 
peare’s own language throughout. 
three of Shakespeare’s plays being 
mixed up (Corchestrated’ is the de- 


scription Nathan uses’ for the 
poses. 


nur- 


| submitted to two New York produc- | 


| 





Building Amphitheatre For 
Paul Green’ § s New —— 


Charlotte, N. 

Paul Green, 
Frederick Koch, 
lina Playmakers, 


Jan. 19. 

playwright, and Dr. 
director of the Caro- 
plan to visit Manteo 


and Roanoke Island this week. 
They will remain for several days 
viewing the work at Fort Raleigh 
on the amphitheatre in which 
|Green’s Virginia Dare pageant- 
drama, depicting the birth of Eng- 
lish speaking civilization in America, 
will be presented next summer. 
Green will be a mpanied by 
Mrs. Green, who is helping him on 
research for the play Mrs. Hallie 
| Flanagan, national director of the 
| Federal Theatre p kpects to 


j}meet them there 
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Hays Wants to Know What Can Be 
Done to Temper Those Photo Mags 





Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Editorial policies of two candid 
camera mags, Life and Look, were 
scrutinized last year at a meeting of 
studio publicity heads called by Will 
H. Hays. A committee, headed by 
Tom Pettey, was appointed to see 
what be done about past 
photos in Life which were con- 
sidered distasteful by the Hays office. 

Hays reported that Earl Thiesen, 
local rep of Look, had been on the 
carpet to explain the mag’s policy. 


could 





Thiesen was quoted as saying there 
was no intention ‘to malign the in- 
dustry.’ 


Studio heads were extolled by 
Hays for the calibre of blurbs 
handed out in 1935. List of studio 
correspondents was chopped from 
268 to 253. 


SCREEN CREDITS HAVE 
DEFINITE COMM’L VALUE 


Hollywood, Jan, 19. 

Screen credits have definite value 
and may constitute legitimate basis 
for damage action ruled Federal 
Judge James Monday (18) in deny- 
ing motion to dismiss a $1,000,000 
plagiarism suit against Paramount by 
Edward Venturini. 


Plaintiff alleges his treatment of 
‘Song of India’ was lifted without 
credit. 


Buck Imports Animals 
For Columbia’s Serial 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Frank Buck is bringing two boat- 
loads of animals from India and 
Straits Settlement to be used in a 
serial, ‘The Jungle Menace,’ which 
Louis Weiss will produce for Colum- 
bia release. Shooting is set for April. 


Menagerie will dock «at New York 
and be trained to the Coast. After- 
wards, the beasts will be trained 
back to Buck’s zoo on Long Island. 


Toomey Back West 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 19. 
Regis Toomey, who came east for 
lead in Charlie Washburn’s ‘All 
Editions’ but withdrew from cast be- 
fore flop reached Broadway, has re- 
turned to Hollywood to resume his 
work in pix. After pulling out of 
‘Editions,’ Toomey went on the road 
for couple of weeks in brace of 
Clifford Odets’ one-acters, “Till the 
Day I Die’ and ‘Waiting for Lefty.’ 
Actor came on here over weekend 
and drove back to Coast with a 
Pittsburgh friend. 























‘CHAN’ NO. 15 


Oland Invades Olympics for a Bit of 
Sleuthing 








Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
‘Charlie Chan at the Olympics,’ 
15th of the Chan stories, goes into 
production this week at 20th-Fox. 
Katherine DeMille, back from a va- 
cation in South America, and Keye 
Luke will support Warner Oland. 


Bruce Humberstone will direct, | 


with John Stone associate producer. 
Robert Ellis and Helen Logan wrote 
the original. 





Gladys George’s Hubby’s 
Nose Op Brings ’Em East 


Gladys George, who scored on 
Broadway in ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
is back from Hollywced for a short 
visit, accompanied by Leonard Penn, 
her husband. Purpose of the visit 
is an operation on his nose. Future 


film assignments depend on the out- | 


come. 

Miss George visited the Henry 
Miller theatre where ‘Appearance’ 
made its run shortly after arriving 
in town. Staff of the house pre- 


sented her with a token which she 
gracefully accepted with a compl’ 
ment. 

Actress and Penn are due to re- 
turn to tue Coast this week. 


Kinging Costly 





Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Warners learned of another 
expensive coronation scene 
when 500 extras were ordered 
for ‘Prince and the Pauper.’ 
Rental bill for clothing alone 
will amount to $150 per head. 














HWOOD PEEVE 
VS. FIDLER’S 
BROADCASTS 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Protests to be lodged with NBC, 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission and Luden coughdrop people 
against Jimmy Fidler’s broadcasts, 
charging rough treatment of film 
people, was approved at a meeting 
here yesterday (Monday) by di- 
rectors of the Screen Actors’ Guild. 
Central Labor Council also sent a 
formal squawk to Luden. 

Fidler recently was dissuaded by 
his agency from pulling punches. 

Accusing picture studio publicity 
heads of refusing to play ball with 
him after they had-promised to sup- 
ply him with freak stories to be 





broadcast on his Luden period, 
Fidler let go with both barrels 
on his last out. Gossiper had 


the studio boys to lunch one day to 
make a deal with them. His bargain 
was to pull his punches on studio 
fodder providing they would dig a 
little for him. 

Fidler claims they didn’t keep faith 
so he resumed his old fiery style. 
When Fidler’s agency heard that he 
was bargaining for a letdown it got 
busy on the phone and asked that 
the program remain as-is. Narrator 
of film doings has been under mild 
fire by the Hays office and various 
studios but nothing came of it. 


‘Wildcatter’ Bows Owen 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Lew Collins, who directed “The 
Mighty Treve,’ at Universal, has 
been assigned to handle “The Wild- 
catter’ as his next. Tom Van Dycke 
wrote the orig and Paul Perez is 
scripting. 

George Owen, former assistant to 
Robert Presnell, makes his bow as a 
Universal producer with this picture. 











Larkin on His Own 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Edward Larkin becomes a full- 
fledged dance director on Warners 
‘Dance, Charlie, Dance.’ 
He formerly was assistant to Busby 
Berkeley. 





BUCK JONES’ CIRCUS DATE 


Buck Jones joins Barnett Bros. 
circus as the featured attraction. 
Opens at Macon, Ga., April 12. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Artie Auerbach. 
I. Robert Broder, 
Harold Clurman., 
Florence Eldridge. 
Gladys George. 
Harriet Hoctor, 
Fredric March. 
Horace McMahon. 
Vincente Minnelli. 
Max Reinhardt, 
Harry Takiff. . 
Robert Taplinger. 
Arthur Voegtlin. 
Helen Westley. 








Betty Wyman, 
| A. to N. ¥ 
Erik Charre!!. 
Buster Collier. 
Albert Dean, 
James 8 Grainger. 
Jean Hart 
Charlies Ku: 


Fritz Lang 


Nor = N. Loudon. 











KEN MURRAY AND OSWALD 


Signed by the makers of Campbell 
Soup to take the spot vacated by 
Burns and Allen. First broadcast 
Wednesday, March 31, via CBS di- 
rect from Hollywood. 


Now playing Hippodrome Thea- 
tre, Baltimore. Next week, Earle 
Theatre, Washington. 








ERNST TOLLER STARTS 
M-G SCRIPTING IN FEB. 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Ernst Toller will return here in 
February to begin term writing con- 
tract at Metro. First assignment not 
yet set. Before returning, he will 
lecture in San Francisco and other 
Coast spots. 


Toller, whose new play ‘Blind 
Man’s Buff’ is to be produced by 
Federal Theatre Project, spent sev- 
eral weeks in Hollywood. He ad- 
dressed banquet at $5 per plate, pre- 
sided over by Fritz Lang and at- 
tended by over 300 film luminaries, 
and mass meeting at Shrine Audi- 
torium, which drew more than 5,000 
to hear his revelations about Hitler. 
Sylvia Sidney and Janet Reisenfeld 
also appeared on program. 

Playwright, militant anti-Nazi, 
was figure in Bavarian govt. after 
revolution of 1919, lived to rue the 
day he took office—in jail. Outside 
Germany when Hitler came in, he 
called it a day and has not returned 
since, 


Mrs. Ben Bard No. 1 in 
N. Y. Alimony Suit 


Claiming that Ben Bard, film 
player, theatre owner and dramatic 
school head of Hollywood, had ob- 
tained an invalid divorce from her 
in California in order to marry Ruth 
Roland, screen actress, Martha 
Pryor, WPA actress, applied yester- 
day (Tuesday) to N. Y. Supreme 
Court Referee John Ford for sepa- 
ration and alimony. After Hearing 
her attorney, the referee reserved 
decision. Bard put in no defense, 
They have no children. 

The plaintiff said she married 
Bard Dec. 24, 1915, in New Orleans. 
She claims Bard deserted her in 1924 
and a few years ago obtained the 
Coast divorce and married Miss 
Roland. 














YACHT CLUBBER’S TRIO 
Yacht Club Boys are set on a new 
three-picture deal with Paramount. 


Start early in March on the first of 
the trio. 


Lyons & Lyons agented. 








Brady-Winninger Duoed 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Alice Brady and Charles Win- 
ninger have been teamed for the 
comedy spot in Universal’s ‘Delay In 
the Sun.’ 
Story is backgrounded against the 
Spanish civil war. 


FLU'S $1,000,000 
LOSS TO HWOOD 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Every studio hard hit by flu wave. 
Around 500 players, workers dry- 
docked by germs. Shooting on dozen 
pictures held up or slowed down by 
wholesale absentees. Unless epidemic 
subsides this week loss to producers 
may hit the $1,000,000 mark. All hos- 
pitals filled to capacity with players 
hitting for out of town sanitariums. 
Southern California coming out of 
| worst cold spell in 20 years. 


U’s Picks From the Sticks 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 19. 

Two Rochester actors picked by 
Universal talent scout for try in 
films. 

Herbert Wilcox, 25, taken from 
‘Spring Dance’ cast in Jane Keeler’s 
Little Theatre, Buffalo, for juvenile 
role in ‘Road Back.’ 

Walter Whelehan, 37, auto sales- 
man, former deputy sheriff and di- 
rector of Paddy Hill Players, ama- 
teur group, going to Coast for tests. 























AYRES’ 2D INDIE SHORT 


Cuffo Production as Hobby — On 
16 mm. Film 








Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Lew Ayres is working on script 
of second indie short, to be made as 
soon as Par commitments allow. 

First Ayres opus, made strictly 
sans salaries to anyone, was titled 
‘The Disinherited,’ and starred Bob 
Burns, It dealt with unemployment, 
and aroused interest of amateur film 
and liberal groups here. Second 
16 mm. subject will also be on so- 
cial topic, studying struggle between 
fascist and liberal forces in Europe. 
Ayres will make this one more pre- 
tentious, with built sets and several 
location trips. 

Actor is currently 
‘Danger, Men Working,’ but is slated 
for chance to direct at Par after this 
film. Republic had signed him as 
director following ‘The Disinherited,’ 
but let him go to Par, 


Where’s Will Hays? 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Gypsy Rose Lee is expected to 
sign a contract with 20th Century- 
Fox on Jan. 19. 
Stripper will probably check in at 
studios early “next summer, when 








her engagement with ‘Show Is On’ 
ends, 





Railbirds Derailed 


So Warner 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Believing the presence of the un- 
per bracket employes at the Santa 


Anita race course is not geod for | 


the rest of the lads around the stu- 
dio, Jack L. Warner has renewed his 
taboo against open playing of the 
races. 

Edict resulted in a violent verbal 
battle between Warner and one of 
his producers. Situation cooled ofi 
after exchange of notes. Following 
this the general order went out to 
stay away from the track, it is un- 
derstood. 

Warner issued a similar verboten, 
especially for Saturday afternoons 
last year, but it -waS never strictly 
observed. 


+ 


Issues Ban 





O’SHEA’S BREAK 


Vet Actor 
of F.P.T. in Chicago 


Metro Contracts 
Ranks 





Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Oscar 


acting in| 


from | 


had been working with the Federal | 


Theatre Project in Chicago, has been 


| 


Mr. 


tagged to a termer at Metro. First | 
chore i: ‘Captains Courageous.’ 
Trouper was caught in ‘It Can't | 
Happen Here’ in Chicago by Gummo | 
Marx, who wired Bill’ Grady, Metro 
asting director. Grady~- offered | 
Shea @ thal in New York, but he | 


ame ' instead and clicked in his 


News Color Rotos Increase H'wood 
Photos, as Lens Costs Come Down 7 


¢ 





Because of the large number of 
film star photographs in color used 
in color-art sections of New York 
daily newspapers, publishers in the 
east last week were particularly anx. 
ious to point out the strides that have 
been taken in recent years in per- 
fection of color processes and the 
reasonable cost attached thereto. 


Majority of thein claimed that the 
Dufay Color and kindred processes, 
such as Finlay and Eastman’s Kod; 
chreme, produce photos at a cost 
which is only a little higher than 
that of ordinary black-and-white pic- 
tures. However, duplicating cost is 
considerably more, and methods 
used by commercial advertising 
agencies and for elaborate portraits 
made up for permanent display in 
homes of stars also are in the higher 
bracket class. 


But for reproduction in color-gra- 
vure sections of daily papers, the 
tinted photographs need cost but lit- 
tle more than ordinary blacks-and- 
whites, say editors and publishers in 
N. ¥. 

Both Finlay and Dufay Color proc- 
esses have been employed by news- 
papers in the east. The latter is rated 
as giving the best results, particular- 
ly where a photograph has to be 
‘blown up’ from the original size, 
since it eliminates any dotted forma- 
tion. Publishers in the east point 
out that Dufay system requires no 
special camera or filters, microscopic 
screen on the negative doing the 
color separation. It does require 
more light or additional time in ac- 
tually taking the photograph. Finlay 
process still possesses many virtues 
in tinting work where the original 
photo is not enlarged. 


Originally some of the cameras 
cost $6,000, but now they are avail- 
able for $2,000. Such a set-up gen- 
erally includes a camera that em- 
ploys three different negatives fn the 
first process. 


a-~ 





Fitzmaurice Finishing 


Up Boleslawski Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Director George Fitzmaurice has 
been assigned by Metro to complete 
direction on ‘Last of Mrs. Cheney.’ 


Job was left in mid-air by death 
of its original director, Richard 
Boleslawski. Picture requires only 
a few more days of shooting. 








SAILINGS 


Feb. 24 (London to New York) 
Jack Oliphant (Normandie). 

Feb. 12 (New York to London), 
James Fitzpatrick, William P. Car- 
ney (Queen Mary). 

Feb. 3 (London to New York), 
Lou Holtz, June Hart and Jack Hol- 
land, Diamond Bros, (Queen Mary). 

Jan 27 (New York to London), 
The Rimacs Orchestra (Aquitania). 

Jan. 20 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Weintraub, 
Benny Thau, Leon Gordon, Mr. and 
Mrs.- William Collier Norman J. 
Hulbert (Berengaria). 

Jan. 17 (New York to London), 
Mary Morris (Hamburg). 

Jan. 16 (New York to Genoa), 
Edward Anthony, George Cukor 
(Rex). 

Jan. 16 (New York to Buenos 
Aires), Tito Davidson, Julia Mar- 
lowe, Rudy Ayala (Western World). 

Jan. 15 (New York to Bremen), 
Halliwell Duell, Mr. and Mrs. F. C. 


| Coppicus (Bremen), 


Studio Toppers at Track Set Bad Example 


Jan. 14 (New York to wondon), 
Jack Barnstyn, John Barbirolli, Olga 
Kempner, Isidor and Maurice Ostrer, 
(Aquitania). 

Jan. 12 (London to New 
Sari Seegar (Champlain). 


York) 


Jan. 10 (New York to Paris). Jan 
Smeterlin, Kurt Jooss, Aina Siimolo, 
Molly Picon, Jacob Kalich, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fernand Gravet, Mary Glory, 


Nadia Reisenberg, Marquis de !a Fa- 





| laise, Capt. Philip Astley (Paris). 
O’Shea, veteran actor, who | 





ARRIVALS 


Dusolina Giannini, Elizabeth Schu- 
mann, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fa''- 
banks, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Milst 
and Mrs. Domenico never 
Angelo Gloria, Donald Flamm, Sigrid 
Onegin Penzoldt, Joaquim Sou ther, 
Sara Allgood, Mr. and Mrs. Gere id 


ein, 


' Sanger. 
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Acad Will Brevet Supporting 
Actors for First Time This Year 


eee + 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

With the addition of 
awards, one each for the best per- 
formance by a supporting actress and 
actor, machinery for the nomination 


and election of winners of the annual 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences medals was set in motion 
last week. Heretofore only prizes 
were awarded to the best actor and 
actress performance. 

This year, for the first time, a com- 
mittee of 50 from all branches. of the 
Acad will make preliminary selec- 
tions of artists and productions to be 
voted on by the entire membership. 

This committee will confine itself 
only to the nomination for the four 


two new 





recting and writing. In the past each 
of the four major branches has se- 
lected its own nominations. 

Explaining the changes, Frank 
Capra, president of the Academy, 
said, ‘we feel that this committee of 
50 will be able to give the various 
achievements of the year more indi- 
vidual discussion and consideration 
than could be done by the old 
method.’ 

Those on the nominating commit- | 
tees are: 

Actors’ branch: Lionel Barrymore, 
Ronald Colman, Clark Gable, Edward 
Everett Horton, George Irving, De- 
Witt C. Jennings, Harold Lloyd, Ca- 
role Lombard, J. Farrell MacDonald, 
May Robson. 

Directors’ branch: Irving Cum- 
mings, Cecil B. DeMille, Alfred E. 
Green, Henry King, Frank Lloyd, 
Robert Z. Leonard, Mervyn LeRoy, 
Leo McCarey, Mark Sandrich, W. S. 
Van Dyke. 

Producers’ branch: B. B. Kahane, 
Jesse L. Lasky, William LeBaron, Nat 
Levine, Robert Lord, Charles Rogers, | 
David O. Selznick, Hunt Stromberg, | 
Walter Wanger, Darryl Zanuck. 

Technicians’ branch: John Arnold, 
Cedric Gibbons, Ralph Hammeras, 
Franklin Hansen, Nathan Levinson, 
Thomas Moulton, Max Parker, Mau- 
rice Pivar, Van Nest Polglase, Joseph 
Walker. 

Writers’ branch: Sidney R. Buch- 
man, Howard Estabrook, Howard J. 
Green, Grover Jones, Josephine 
Lovett, Sarah Y. Mason, Jane Murfin, 
Robert Riskin, Ernest Vajda, Walde- 
mar Young. 

Declaring method would be unfair 
to cameramen on_ black-and-white 
product, the Academy has decided 
not to consider color films in voting 


major awards: production, acting, di- 





on lenser awards for 1936. Special 
awards may be provided for color | 
photography, necessitating a second | 
ballot by members. 

| 


C-B DENIES IT WONT 
PAY DIVVY IN MARCH 








London, Jan. 19. 


| 

Report that the regular half-yearly 
dividend on Gaumont-British’s $16,- 
250,000 first cumulative preference 
at 54% will not be paid when it 
comes due March 31, was denied by 
officials of the company. 

There were published reports to 
the effect that discussions were in 
progress to defer payment on the 
date due. 





Mank’s Play 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


James Carson left here for N. Y. 
and rehearsals of play, ‘Meal Ticket.’ 

Written by Herman J. Mankiewicz, 
Play is skedded to open on Broad- 
Way in mid-February, for Richard 
Aldrich and Richard Myers. Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble is directing. 








Beery’s Preserves 


Spokane, Jan. 19. 
Wallace Beery purchased 157 acres 
choice hunting land in Idaho | 
county, Idaho, about 60 miles south | 
of here, this week. é 
The film star hunted the territory | 


last fall, flying here from Hollywood | 
in his plane, . 


of 





Gent’s Gent’s Progress 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

After achieving stardom as 
butler, Arthur Treacher has 
finally acquired a butler of his 
own. Gentleman’s gentleman’s 
gentleman’s name is Hermanio 
Perez. 

He took job with English 
actor in self-defense, to avoid 
political scene after successively 
serving two very divergent ver- 
sonalities: Herbert Hoover and 
Clifford Odets. 


Thau, Gordon Sail 
On Metro's London 
Production Plans 











Metro’s plans to produce features 


in England in its own studio, prob- | 


ably at Elstree, were discussed in de- 
tail yesterday (19) by Louis B. 
Mayer and Benjamin Thau, who sails 
from New York today (Wednesday ). 


Leon Gordon, writer, who ac- 
companied Thau east from Holly- 
wood, will go with him. 

With the arrival of these two 
Metro’s production vanguard will 


consist of five executives, as Michael 
Balcon, production head of the new 
British organization, Ben Goetz and 
Robert Ritchie already are in Lon- 
don. Balcon resigned as production 
head of Gaumont-British on Jan. 1. 
Actual picture making is not likely 
to be started for at least two months. 
Thau will study the field for per- 
sonalities and go over the _ story 


selections with a view of sending to | 


London from Hollywood such of the 
Metro contract players as are best 
suited to individual roles and within 
the numerical limitations of alien 
workers. 

When the plans progress further 
it is anticipated that additional 
writers and directors will be trans- 
ferred from the Culver City plant to 
the London studio to remain for 
short periods. 


OSTRER BROS. SAIL, 
G-B SITUASH AZ IZ 


Whatever may be left of the origi- 
nal Metro-Gaumont-20th Century 
triple alliance seems to have gone 
with the Ostrers, Isidore and Mau- 
rice, when the brothers sailed from 
here for London last Thursday (14). 

The Ostrers, wh le here, did much 
traveling and some talk Nothing has 
happened. 








Hinsdell Jumps to Par 
As Talent School Head 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Oliver Hinsdell, who recently re- 
signed as head of Metro’s talent 
school, has joined Paramount in a 
similar capacity. He succeeds Phyl- 
lis Loughton, who remains on the 
lot. 

Ted Lesser, an assistant to Adolph 
Zukor, moves into the talent depart- 
ment. Mel Shauer, who took over 





the talent spot when Jack Votion left | 


the lot, will devote his time to as- 
sociate producer duties. Shauer cur- 
rently is handling ‘Every Day’s a 
Holiday.’ 





Kay Francis’ ‘Mazurka’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
‘Mazurka’ will be the next film 
for Kay Francis at Warners. 
William Dieterle will direct with 
production set for Feb. 1. 


‘BRITONS CAN'T 





BET IN~li 


Declares at B&D Board 
Meeting that Making Pix 
for World Distribution Is 
Too Big a Risk — May 
Stop Production? 


BUT WILCOX DIFFERS 


London, Jan. 10. 
‘We don’t get into the U. S. mar- 

ket I doubt if shall,’ 

declared C. M. the 


and we ever 


Woolf, head of 


General Films-Universal distributing 


unit, speaking at the annual stock- 
holders’ meeting of British & Do- 
minions, of which he is also 
aging director. 

‘Not only is it a risk to make films 
for the world market, but a liability,’ 
he added, ‘and as far as B. & D. is 
|concerned, the policy of the future 
| will be to make films for the domes- 
'tic market as economically as pos- 
| sible.’ 
| Woolf quoted ‘Escape Me Never,’ 
;made by B. & D. with Elisabeth 
| Bergner starring, as a pointer to 
what British producers might ex- 
| pect. Play had been a success in 
| both London and New York and the 
|}company’s board believed that Miss 
| Bergner was popular in America. 
| Those Subsequent Runs 


man- 





picture, company thought it was not 
| taking a risk, but actually making a 
|fine deal. Picture grossed well in 
ithe U. K., figure being up to ex- 
pectation, but in New York, although 
|it took a large amount at the theatre 
| where it was first shown, subsequent 
|figures were no better than for an 
|inferior film. 
| On Woolf’s own admission, his at- 
titude appears to be guided by 
perience with isolated films produced 
iby his own company, and it is sig- 
|nificant that he left Gaumoni-Brit- 
ish before that company established 
its own distribution in the U. S. 
More general trade opinion here 
sees, not antagonism in the States, 
but the inability of British producers 
for the greater part to level up to 
the entertainment standards. de- 
manded by the American public. 
Other producers and _ informed 
trade circles accept that the U. S 
i will take anything—so long as it is 
good enough—and that the American 
market is as wide open for good 
British entertainment as is the Brit- 
ish market for good American films. 
Wilcox Listens 





By an embarrassing coincidence, 
on the platform 
| Woolf at the B. & D. meeting was 
Herbert Wilcox, who brought back 
|}with him from New York only a 
| couple of weeks ago the encouraging 
|message that the U. S. market was 
jas open to British pictures as a dyna- 
mited safe. He declares he found 
genuine respect and enthusiasm for 
British pictures during his trip. 

For this result, Wilcox praises 
G.B., declaring that Corp’s American 
organization has worked wonders 
with the American press, public and 
exhibs. 

Woolf's outspoken comment was 
inspired by a stockholder who had 
suggested the board should try to 
do something to prevent U. S. films 


from coming into Britain ‘while 
British films were bwsycotted in 
America.’ 

Quota Act 


This was disposed of by Woolf, 
who placed the onus on the* Quota 
Act, which, he said, had not helped 
British films in the States. Nothing 
could be done to stop American films 
here, he felt, as 90° of the films 
shown here were American. (Last 
Board of Trade figures showed 27% 


in 1935.) No British gov't, said 
Woolf, would start rationing films 
from America, a risk which would 





(Continued on page 31) 
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NO ROOM FOR US IN U.S. 





OLE 


In spending a large amount on the | 


eX- | 


alongside C. M. | 


British footage played local theatres | 


} 





Back at His Trade 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Puffing ‘A Doctor’s Diary,’ 
B. P. Schulberg is sending John 
Trent, actor-aviator, male lead 
in the picture, which marks his 
screen debut on a plane 
journey across the nation to de- 
liver prints of the film to Par 
exchanges. 

Trent, formerly a pilot for 
TWA, will fly the ship and de- 
liver the footage. 


EQUITY NOT TO 
EASE UP ON 
S.A.G. IDEAS 














Equity has not receded in any 
degree from its principle that all its 
|members in pictures on the Coast 
|must join the Screen Actors’ Guild. 
|While one member was reinstated re- 
| cently there was no softening in the 
|penalty and other players face 
charges before the council for failure 
to join the S.A.G. 
| It was reported that when the sus- 
| pension of Ian Keith was lifted, the 
| fine of $100 had been remitted. That 
lis incorrect and the motion of re- 
|instatement specifically provides that 
| Keith pay Equity the fine at the rate 
|of $25 weekly, first payment to be 
made from his initial week’s salary 
in his present engagement. His ex- 
| planation of why he did not join the 
|Guild was not satisfactory to the 
Council. 

The Keith suspension was lifted 
so that he could appear in ‘A Point 
of Honor’ now in rehearsal. If he 
returns to Hollywood he agrees to 
join the Guild. 

Lloyd Nolan is the latest holdout 
who faces suspension and fine. Wal- 
lace Beery was recently suspended 
and fined for the same reason. 


BENNY’S INCOME TAX 











Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Jack Benny has been 

three-year deal by 

eight pictures at %125,000 each. 

Comic is not hot for it on account 
of income tax. 
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mean revising trade agreements with | in which Miss Deste plays opposite | 


BUGABOO ON PAR DEAL 


offered a ||| 
Paramount for | 


British Filmdom in Panic; Banks 


Shut Down on Money and General 
Reorganization of Biz Expected 


= 
London, Jan. 8. 
Disclosure that at least two of the 
‘Big Five’ banks in the City have 


shut down on motion picture financ- 
ing has blown the lid right off the 
industry here. Decision of the bank- 
ers is to loan no further capital, 
even where guarantees are forth- 
coming from insurance underwriters, 
and follows a decision by the power- 





ful Glanvill-Enthoven financial in- 
terests to withdraw support from 
the industry. This unit alone has 
found upwards of $25-30,000,000 for 
motion pictures in the past. 

Main method of tapping finance 
has been for producers to secure 


guarantees from smaller insurance 
| units, on the strength of which they 
| could demand heavy loans from big 


banking houses. As a majority of 
big-scale British films have finished 
heavily in the red, the insurance 


units have taken big losses. 
Crazy Financing 

Trade’s major reaction to the 
crisis is to wonder how the structure 
has held up so long. Insiders have 
long known that producers have 
been committing themselves reck- 
lessly on extravagant productions 
which could return the costs poured 
into them only by a miracle. Bitten 
by the bug of ‘producing for the 
world market,’ film units-have been 
rivalling—in some cases surpassing— 
Hollywood in expenditure, but with- 
out possessing the formula for mak- 
ing pictures the world market could 
accept. 

Figures are mostly a matter of 
hearsay, but one case is reported in 
which a producer made pictures at 
a cost of around $750,000, towards 
which the _ distributor advanced 
| guarantees of around $75,000, and 
which, on release, didn’t even reim- 
burse the distributor for his outlay. 

Units like British & Dominions and 
| Basil Dean’s Associated Talking Pic- 
tures have frankly admitted they 
pulled a boner in aiming at Ameri- 
can release with pictures that did not 


(Continued on page 51) 
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Airline Officials No 


Longer 


Belligerent to Newsreelmen; 
Cordial Since Recent Crackups 


* 


Crash last week of the Western 
Express airliner near Los Angeles 
and the follow-up action by officials 
of the United Airlines, which lost a 
plane with 13 aboard just before 
New Year’s also in California, 
marked a definite change in the at- 
titude of airplane companies towards 
newsreel cameramen. At least one 
camera grinder was stoned after the 
United crash and other airplane 
companies have been notoriously 
tough in their handling of lensmen 
at the scene of air transport fatali- 
ties, but everything was highly co- 
operative at the scene of thé Western 
Express accident that killed Martin 
Johnson and another. 

No guards were posted until 12 
hours after the smash-up, and by 
that time all newsreels had obtained 
the material they wanted. While 
camera crews had unusual difficulty | 
in getting near the scene of the ac- | 
cident because the mud was knee- 
deep, no obstacles were placed in 
the way of their efforts by the air 
transport company. 

Apparently working on the theory 
that it is impossible to hide from 
public scrutiny a crash in which 
several lose their lives, United Air- 
lines has issued orders to the entire 
organization to give full cooperation 
to newspapermen and cameramen. 
Order includes edict that names of 
Passengers must be issued immedi- 
ately after any crash is verified. 

Power of the Screen 

In newsreel circles, it was learned 
that United Airlines officials ad- 
mitted after the fatal crack-up just 
before New Year’s that one news- 
reel can do more harm than all the 
newspapers of the U. S. This pre- 
sumably was the reaction of the 
company to vivid pietures obtained 
by several newsreels of 13 victims 
being carried dead from the emer- 
gency exit. While no official admis- 
sion could be cbtained at newsreel 
offices in N. Y., it is understood that 
these were used more or less as re- 
prisal against United for a stoning 
attack to which cameramen were 
subjected. Ordinarily these shots are 
eliminated by editors, 

Situation was viewed so seriously 
by United executives that they made 
a diligent search in an effort to lo- 
cate culprit who tossed the rocks 
from higher ground at cameramen 
working in the ravine where the 
plane finally landed. Universal news- 
reel camera crew reported the ston- 
ing and attempted to identify the 
guilty party after airplane officials 
volunteered cooperation. Incident- 
ally, this was the first fatal crash on 
this line over a period of several 
years. 

It was a representative of Western 
Express that got so tough with the 
newsreel boys around Salt Lake City 
after one of its airplanes disappeared 
from sight. Not only did this com- 

pany make it a wide-open affair for 
photographers at the scene of the 
California crash last week but now 
they claim they were only kidding 
about threats to shoot newsreel lens- 
men, Cameramen informed their 
home offices that airplane officials 
threatened to shoot any newsreel 
grinder attempting to take photo- 
graphs of victims in the missing ship 
mishap over Utah. 

While these are the only two in- 
stances indicating a complete about- 
face in attitude on the part of air- 
plane transport companies, newsreel 
execs are hopeful that it will be a 
generally adopted policy by all air 
transportation lines. Officials of news 
weeklies see no reason why rela- 
tions should not be cordial and that 
»they be allowed every courtesy, be- 
cause newsreel companies depend 
largely on airplane companies to 
transport cameramen and for heavy 
shipments of weekly film releases. 

Besides these two recent encoun- 
ters with airplane firms, the news- 
reel officers in N. Y. have been cog- 








' nizant of the former antagonistic at- 


titude of airplane officials for some 
time. Last summer, one Paramount 
newsreel photographer was man- 
handled by guards when he at- 
tempted to get near a crash outside 
St. Louis, 





JEAN MUIR’S RKO PIC 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Jean Muir draws the femme lead 





B. O. Checkup 





Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Burning over his small bill- 
ing, a producer whose name 
wasn’t Pandro S. Boldwyn 
called the ad department and 
demanded to know why he was 
played down in the 24 sheets. 

Ad man stalled and began, 
‘Well—’ 

‘Never mind the wells,’ 
stormed the producer, ‘get me 
some action on this or consider 
yourself fired.’ 

‘I'll get you action as soon as 
I come back from Pueblo, Colo- 
rado,’ stalled the ad-visor. 

‘What’s Colorado got to do 
with this?’ demanded the pro- 
ducer, 

‘I’m going to make a house-to- 
house checkup there, and if the 
reports come in indicating that 
daughters are saying, “Let’s not 
do the dishes tonight, let’s go 
to the show, there’s a Pandro 
S. Boldwyn production in 
town” to their mothers we'll 
change the billing and give you 
bigger type than the title and 
leads,’ 


PIX STOCKS UP 
DESPITE WALL 
ST. SLUMP 


In the face of general market 
weakness, four picture company 
stocks registered new highs and 
other film issues battled the down- 
ward trend in yesterday’s (Tues.) 
stock market. Though the new 1936- 
37 peaks registered by three Para- 
mount shares was an old story for 
recent market sessions, brisk upturn 
in Loew’s common came as an unex- 
pected surprise. 

Loew issue rose 24% points to new 
peak at 74. Greatest advance in 
amusement list was made by Par 
first preferred when it soared 7% 
points to its new top at 1924, par- 
tially substantiating reports in brok- 
erage houses that it was due to hit 
200 or better. Paramount common 
hung up its new high at 27%. This 
issue and the second preferred each 
advanced 1% points. The second 
preference stock’s new peak was 
24%. 

Technicolor clirabed one point while 
Columbia Pictures common rose 
nearly the same. Universal common 
was unchanged at 18 after its sen- 
sational spurt of the day before to 
a new high. Grand National, which 
has been dormant slightly above 
3 for weeks, suddenly came to life, 
pushing to 4%, only 50¢ from its 
former high. More than 23,000 shares 
changed hands in the advance. 

General Theatres held near its old 
peak while the same was true of 
20th Century-Fox common at 37% 
and Warner Bros. common. Pathe got 
above 10 while RKO was up frac- 
tionally at 8%. Universal preferred 
was inactive after making a 6-point 
gain on Monday to 108. 




















Harold Lloyd’s new deal with 
Paramount calls for two of his own 
pictures and to produce three other 
comedies for Paramount release an- 
nually, 

Studio advances the first $700,000 
on the Lloyd starrers, and the initial 
ama negative cost on outside 

ms, 





Nick Long Co-Directs 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Nick Long, Jr., has been signed to 
co-direct special dance numbers in 
Universal's ‘When Love Is Young’ 
with Hal Mohr, 
Long, tagged in New York, also 





opposite Preston Foster in ‘Outcasts 
of Poker Fiats,’ at RKO. 





will do a dance routine with Vir- 
ginia Bruce for the film. 


LLOYD’S NEW PAR DEAL, been reached yet. 


Navy Aid for U’s ‘Wings’ 





Holywood, Jan. 19. 

Script of Universal’s ‘Wings Over 
Honglulu’ was approved by the U.S. 
Navy Department and an order was 
issued for the Pacific fleet and par- 
ticularly the commanding officer of 
the transport Chaumont to co- 
operate in making of the film. 

Picture goes into work this week 
with Jane Wyatt, Ray Milland, Wil- 
|liam' Gargan and Kent Taylor head- 
ing the cast. 


U.S. Grants Stay Order 
In William Fox Matter 














Washington, Jan. 19. 

Stay orders preserving status quo 
in controversy between Hiram Steel- 
man, trustee of the bankrupt estate 
of William Fox, and All-Continent 
Corp., film magnate’s personal hold- 
ing company, were issued Monday 
(18) by U. S. Supreme Court. 

Granting Steelman’s plea for help, 
| highest bench issued an injunction | 
| prohibiting All-Continent from go- 
ing any further in wrangle over 
Fox’s assets until action has been 
taken on appeal for review of earlier 
proceedings designed to settle the 
dispute over title to the securities. 

Without passing on merits of the 
complicated proceedings over who is 
entitled to remnants of Fox’s mil- 
lions, justices said ‘petition, for a 
temporary restraining order and in- 
junction pending action of the Court 
upon the petition for a writ of cer- 
tiorari is granted and it is ordered 
that, until this Court acts upon the 
petition of certiorari, All-Continent 
Corp., its officers, agents, attorneys, 
and employees be and they are here- 
by enjoined from proceeding in any 
manner against the petitioner here- 
in in a suit in equity now pending 
in the U. S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania.’ 

The Pennsylvania suit involves an 
attempt by All-Continent to compel 
delivery of securities in the hands of 
Philadelphia brokers. Paper was 
handed the brokers by Fox, who 
wiped out accounts in New York in 
attempting to avoid confiscation to 
meet judgments against the estate. 
Steelman contends that Fox tried to 
duck his liabilities by dumping what 
remains of his once fabulous hold- 
ings into All-Continent, leaving his 
creditors only the bones. 


‘CHARGE’ ROUSES IRE 
OF SOUTH AFRICANS 


Capetown, Dec. 25. 

Protests against ‘Charge of the 
Light Brigade’ (WB), shown locally 
as ‘The King’s Guard,’ have resulted 
in three Warner employees being 
fined $45 each and has _ forced 
African Theatres to delete parts of 
the film. 

South African National Council of 
Women and the S.P.C.A., in making 
the protests, charged that production 
of the film caused the death of many 
horses. Local American Court im- 
posed the fine on a charge of cruelty 
to animals. 

Council wrote to heads of African 
Theatres concerning their peeve. 
Answer was that the objectionable 
parts, the slaughter of horses, would 
be cut. Council then decided to go 
before the Board of Censors to pro- 
hibit exhibition of the film anywhere 
in South Africa. 

Decision on latter matter has not 
However, it will 
probably be okayed with the de- 
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dise,’ also objected to, to go through, 
after several slicings. 


WB to Star Bogart 


Warner Bros. is considering plans 
to star Humphrey Bogart, who 
joined the company to appear in 
‘Petrified Forest’ and is under long- 
term contract. 

Star billing for Bogart would fol- 
low release of ‘Great O'Malley,’ 
which is completed, and ‘Marked 
Woman,’ which is now being made 
with the actor appearing opposite 
Bette Davis. 

Discussion about putting the Bo- 
gart name over titles follows release 
of ‘Black Legion’ and critical atten- 
tion he has received in that picture. 














| Pending Writ of Review 





Howard Dietz Marries 


Guinness Stout Heiress 
El Paso, Texas, Jan. 19. 

Juarez, Mexico, divorce mecca for 
discontented American couples, was 
the scene last Saturday (16) of the 
wedding of Howard Dietz, Metro 
publicity and advertising head, and 
| also a songwriter and musical com- 
ledy librettist, and Mrs. Tanis Guin- 





iness Montagu, English heiress. 

Couple airplaned from New York 
to El Paso, crossed the Rio Grande 
to Juarez, had the knot tied by Rey- 
naldo Acosta, civil registry clerk, and 
left a few hours later on return trip. 

Dietz wanted marriage performed 
in Juarez because he was divorced 
in that place only a week before. 
Lawyers told him this arrangement 
best from legal point of view. 

Dietz was divorced from Elizabeth 
Bigelow Hall. His bride, an English 
|brewery heiress, was divorced in 
11934 from William Drago Montagu, 
| second son of the Earl of Sandwich. 
|Recently she jilted the Earl of Car- 
| narvon. 

In the middle of the Juarez cere- 
mony Dietz jumped up, dashed 
across the plaza to the old Juarez 
market, and returned with a $1 tur- 
quoise ring. He explained that while 
he had another, and presumably 
more expensive ring, he decided not 
to use it ‘for sentimental reasons.’ 

Two theatre men, John Paxton, 
city manager of Texas Consolidated 
Theatres, and Carlos Frias, Plaza 
manager, were legal witnesses. 








Roadshow ‘Top 
As Cost Mounts 
Above $1,000,000 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Universal’s “Top of the Town,’ re- 
putedly costing more than $1,000,000, 
will be roadshowed in keys with si- 
multaneous premieres and two-a- 
day runs before general release. Pic- 
ture went back for further retakes 
last week under direction of Ralph 
Murphy. 

Efforts to give the production mag- 
nificence are credited with having 
run up expenditures around $500,000 
beyond the original budget figure, 
but studio is enthusiastic about the 
results. 

James R. Grainger is trying to ar- 
range preems in New York, Chicago, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Kansas City, Denver and 
St. Louis before the national release 
March 28. 


‘BRIDGE IN SKY’ NEXT 
FOR HEPBURN AT RKO 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
‘A Bridge in the Sky’ will be 
Katharine Hepburn’s next at RKO. 
Actress is due here in May. ‘Bridge’ 
is an original by Grace Norton and 
will be produced by Edward Kauf- 
man. 
‘Quality Street,’ Miss Hepburn’s 
last picture, has not been released. 




















Del Ruth East to Idle 


Hollywood, Jan, 19. 

Roy Del Ruth has gone to New 
York for vacation. He'll go on to 
Miami before returning here to start 
directing ‘Broadway Melody of 1937’ 
at Metro. 

Robert Taylor again has been 
teamed with Eleanor Powell for 
‘Melody of 1937.’ He got his first big 
break in ‘Melody’ last year. Jack 
Cummings is the producer, 





U Borrows John Howard 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
John Howard goes to Universal on 
loanout from Paramount for lead in 
‘The Stones Cry Out.’ 
Benny Bartlett and Henry Kolker 





are also in the cast, with Harold 
Young directing. 





a 
—2 


Financial Setup of Condor Picts 
Corp. (New Indie) Revealed fed by SEC 


Washington, Jan, 19. 

Twenty-picture production sched. 
ule of a new Hollywood independent 
producer came to light last week 
when Condor Pictures of New York 

asked Securities & Exchange Com. 
mission for permit to peddle nearly 
500,000 shares of new stock. Seeking 
registration for 999,999 tickets, Con- 
dor proposed to put on the market 
472,818 shares at $3.25 each and to 
withhold 408,930 shares for delivery 
to warrant-holders. Only 118251 
shares now are outstanding. 

Estimating proceeds of the financ- 
ing at $1,227,967, company said the 
cash would be devoted to producing 
20 pictures, half of them in color. 
All are spoken for by major West 
Coast studios. 

With Grand National, RKO, Metro 
and 20th Century-Fox helping pay 
the freight, Condor plans to turn out 
10 black and white reels for the do- 
mestic market and equal number of 
color pix for foreign consumption, 


| according to the prospectus. Six 


featuring George O’Brien will be 
made for RKO, which has poured 
$225,000 in the pot, and four featur- 
ing Conrad Nagel will be turned out 
for G.N., which has advanced $43,750. 
The foreign orders include five color 
films for G.N., which has put up 
$15,000; one for 20th-Fox, and four 
for Metro. Average cost of the color 
jobs is $45,000. 

Explaining the issue will be under- 
written by B. E. Buckman & Co. of 
Madison, Wis., which has an option 
on 372,818 shares. and now holds 
warrants for 73,930 shares, promoters 
revealed they have a corner on the 
outstanding paper as well as fancy 
contracts for services. Amadee J. 
Van Beuren, prez, holds 45,000 shares 
and five-year pact for $95,000 total 
compensation; A. H. Lieberman, 
treasurer, holds 30,000 shares and re- 
newable two-year agreement involv- 
ing total checks for $65,000; M. H. 
Hoffman, producer, holds 65,000 
shares and renewable two-year con- 
tract promising him 5% of produc- 
tion outlay and minimum compensa- 
tion of $180,000 over five-year spread; 
George Hirliman, general production 
manager, holds 65,000 and contract 
similar to Hoffman’s guaranteeing 
him aggregate of $185,000; Frank M. 
Snell, v.p. and production manager, 
holds 65,000 and contract for two 
years, renewable for three, promising 
him total of $115,000. 

Company expects to pay during 
current year $15,000 to Van Beuren, 
$25,000 to Hirliman, $25,000 to Hoff- 
man, $15,000 to Snell, and $10,000 to 
Lieberman, 


20TH LOOKING AHEAD 
TO 1937-38 SEASON 


John D. Clark, general sales man- 
ager of 20th Century-Fox, left Mon- 
day (18) for the Coast to confer with 
Darryl Zanuck and other production 
heads on the 1937-38 product, for 
which selling will probably get un- 
derway earlier than last summer. 
Company, under present plans, will 
hold its convention in Los Angeles 
in May. 

Clark’s trip West is his second 
within a month, the 20th-Fox sales 
chief having been out on the Coast 
in December. 











Icing 20th’s H. O. 


When summer rolls around the en- 
tire 20th Century-Fox home office 
in N,. Y. will be air-cooled. 

Approval of plans to install icing 
equipment follows decision of 20th- 
Fox against moving its offices into 
Radio City. The 20th h.o. projection 
room has had a cooling system all 
along. 





Thompson East 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Harlan Thompson, Par associate 
producer, leaves for New York end 
of this week on a belated vacation. 
While 0.0.’ing the Broadway plays. 
etc., he'll also keep an eye to telent 
for the next ‘Big Broadcast.’ 





‘DEVIL’ FOR LACHMAN 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Harry Lachman will direct “The 
Devil Is Driving,’ Richard Dix 


starrer at Columbia. 
Lee Loeb and Harold Buchma" 
wrote the story. 
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"has been changed radically. 


, exhibitors affiliated with Paramount now also favor an idea to allow them 
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HWOOD INCUBATOR—B’ PIX 





BF ilms, Exhibs, and the Coast! 





It was a certainty that the problem of the ‘B’ feature picture would be | 
tossed on the table sooner or later for general discussion. The conference | 
came sooner than Hollywood anticipated. The solution will be along later | 
than exhibitors imagine. This is going to be a tough knot to untie. 

A few low cost negatives always have been made by the major studios 
in the effort to lower the average production cost of a season’s output and 
bring the total investment somewhere within the bounds of the financial | 
return from block selling. Major plants which produce between 40 and | 
60 films annually formerly used the less expensive pictures ‘as vehicles | 
for young acting talent, new writers and new directors. The present | 
discussion has resulted, however, from the large number of ‘B’ pictures | 
which have been rushed on the market to meet the demands of double | 
billing. 











Within the past two years the policy of showing two features as the 
standard theatre program has spread to encompass more than 60% of the! 
playing time throughout the country. The theatre going habit of millions 
Boxoffice prices never were too high, but | 
when the depression limited public spending for entertainment, and “4 
petition between houses became more acute, theatres offered bargains of 
double bills for the single admission price. 


| 
| 





As film rentals took a downward curve, the studios increased the num- | 
ber of low cost films. On paper it looked like the smart procedure—to cut | 
the cloth to fit the price. In actual experience the whole double billing | 
cycle has been retrogressive—a backward move. Too many pictures have 
been made on the theory that what was fair enough was good enough 


to get by. The emphasis has been on quantity, not quality. 





Exhibitors will not quickly abandon double bills, although the apparent 
belief of the business as a whole that the public generally is in favor of 
the dual programs is erroneous. A survey made last summer by Warner 
Bros. was comprehensive and took in a wide territory. Results indicated 
that theatregoers were four to one in favor of single feature programs, 
augmented by short subjects. Warner theatres, except in Philadelphia. 
continue to dual. Competition compels them. 


For the time being the industry is committed to the dual policy and 
nearly every major studio has outlined its production schedule with 
allowance for a considerable number of ‘B’ films. Perhaps the present 
discussion will result in a change of plans, already indicated in one or 
two instances, and the pendulum will swing back to more sound principles. 





The situation has crystallized to the point where it is being argued and 
debated, but the solution rests with the studios. Draw names do not come 
out of the hat. They are made by appearances in fine pictures. The 
public chooses its favorites and lifts them to boxoffice value. The present 
day ‘B’ picture, hurriedly made, is not the road to a steady flow of black 
ink. ’ 





Theatre men say they would like to return to the days when good films 
played two and three weeks, sometimes longer, in first runs as single at- 
tractions. Therefore, they ask the studios to press harder on pictures 
containing top personalities, and mak? less lower cost product which of 
late has dominated release schedules. It is a good suggestion. 





Some theatre men go further and tell the studios what to. make. There 
is some sense to that, too, for the average theatre man is a better com- 
mercial judge of a picture after it is made than the average studio man. 
This is because the theatre man is in closer touch with the public day after 
day and knows what they will and will not buy at the boxoffice. A few 


to send prospective talent to the studio. This sounds innocent enough on 
the surface, and it is not unreasonable up to a certain point. The catch 
comes upon thinking of where it may lead. 





For one thing, this could swamp a studio with untried talent and run 
up a pretty waste of time and transportation bill for the company. An- 
other point is that it could easily make the exhibitor forget to be an 
exhibitor. Most have a yen to be producers anyway, and that’s a normal 
and healthy enough condition, especially if you consider all the people 
outside the business who think they know more about pictures than Holly- 
wood. The danger is that the exhibitors may try to tell the studios not 
only what to make but how to make it. Theatre operation is no cinch, 
although good pictures can do an awful lot to lighten that burden. But 
it’s easier to run a theatre than make a picture. 





It has always been obvious that the more often the production and exhi- 
bition ends of the business get together the better. There has never been 
enough calm exchanging of opinion and ideas. Hollywood is very touchy 
in the matter of criticism, and the exhibs are too often intolerant of Holly- 
wood’s problems. 


The Coast can well afford to listen to the theatre men because they know 
what they’re talking about. But after they've said their say, the theatre 
men must let Hollywood make the pictures. 


LAEMMLE’S BIRTHDAY 
BEEFSTEAK T0 280) eavcationat Fiims, according to 


| letters sent to that company’s 





Educ.’s Refinancing 











Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Some 280 friends of Carl Laemmle | 


helped him celebrate his 70th birth- 
day Sunday (17) at his Benedict 
Canyon home in Bevhills. 

Everyone was decked out in cook's 
Cap and apron for the steak feast. 





Par’s Big Earnings 


Paramount’s earnings for the 
fourth quarter, 1936, are expected to 
aecregate above $3,000,000 net. 

It is had that with theatre earn- 

’ keeping apace so far this year, 
the company’s net for the first quar- 
ter of the new year should be very 
Substantial. Insiders rate it to come 


aS high as $2,500,000 or more. 





ing 


stockholders, has arranged with cer- 
tain underwriters to borrow 
$1,200,000 on issuance of 
shares of new preferred, and a re- 
capitalization of the 
| financial setup is proposed and will 
| be voted upon by shareholders in 
| Wilmington Feb. 2. 


the company hopes to have cancelled 
|'a back due accumulated dividend on 
the firm’s present preferred amount- 
ing to $58 per share; also to pay off 
more than $600,000 outstanding in- 
debtedness of Educational. 

The new money, according to the 
firm’s prospectus t» stockholders, 
should insure enough working capi- 
tal to matte further borrowings un- 
necessary: also to permit Educational 
‘to expand into the 16 m.m. field. 


150,000 | 


company’s | 





{AT'S WAY COAST 





Also, It Would Soon Burn 
Out the Top Marquee 
Names—Need the Lesser 
Cost Productions to Nur- 
ture Potential Stars—It’s 
a Proving Ground 
New Talent 


for 





‘INDUSTRY SUICIDE’ 





By ARTHUR UNGAR 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Hollywood will not drop the ‘B’| 


pictures. Hollywood wants to drop 


the thought of them so far as classi- 
fication in the trade.or public is 
concerned, but it cannot drop pic- 
tures which by cost are classified as 
‘B’ product. 


Hollywood must make a variety of 
pictures to give a balanced program, 
but it cannot do so unless it has a 
cost range. The so-called cheap pic- 
tures, which all companies have been 
making, will be continued, this and 
next year, and also as long as there 
are dual bills or as long as there is 
a likelihood of the indies coming in 
with a grade of pictures at a nominal 
cost which would merit box office 
attention. 

Paramount has announced that it 
would drop the so-called interme- 
diate pictures—those costing  be- 
tween $250,000 and $400,600—on the 
theory these would be minus strong 
box office values, meaning, that Par 
will not put one individual b. o. 


(Continued on page 27) 


ZUKOR FIRST IN N. Y., 
THENCE TO CAPITAL 


Adolph Zukor, coming on to New 
York instead of going direct to 
Washington to attend the dinner 
being given him there Friday night 
(22), is due by train this morning 
(Wed.), accompanied by Austin C. 
Keough, Russell Holman and C. J. 
Dunphy. 

While Barney Balaban, Stanton L. 
Griffis and Floyd B. Odlum came in 
on the same train Monday morning 
(18), others will come on later, in- 
cluding Neil F. Agnew, Y. Frank 
Freeman and Bob Gillham. 

A board meeting of Par is sched- 
uled for Jan. 29. Zukor will remain 
on to attend that. 

Proposed dinner to Zukor by 
the Broadway Association of which 
he is a member, scheduled for 
Jan, 25, has been called off. It’s at 
Zukor’s request, from accounts, in 
view of the banquet given him on 
the Coast and the one scheduled for 
Washington Friday night (22). 

Getting in from the Coast today 
(Wed.), Zuko? is giving a luncheon 
at the Astor to editors and repre- 
sentatives of trades and dailies. 

Joe Unger, Eastern division sales 








head, and Milt Kussell, Eastern dis- | 


trict manager, are contacting vari- 
ous exchanges in the South and East 
on their way back from the Zukor 
Silver Jubilee dinner. Their chief, 
Neil F. Agnew, 
direct from the Coast, 
by Bob Gillham. 





Holiywood, Jan. 19. 


Several Paramount studio 


, and players have trekked to Wash- 


| cabinet 


By the proposed recapitalization, | 


ington for the showing of ‘Cham- 
pagne Wditz,’ 
of the White House Correspondents 
Association. 
east Jan. 17 to be present at the 
opening, which will be attended by 
members and other dig- 
nitaries. 

C. J. Dunphy, 


publicity head; Ed- 


, ward Sutherland, director of the pic, 


planed to the opening. Gladys 
| Swarthout will be guest of honor, 
breaking her p.a. tour at Asheville 


N. C, 


TILL FAVORS ‘EM 














Final Wash-up of Fox-WC Bkptcy. 
Suit Clears the Way for 20th-Fox 
To Buy Remaining 8% Control 





‘Variety's’ Booking 
Chart Starts, P. 17 


As an exclusive service to the- 
atre and film exchange brokers, 
Variety initiates with this issue, 
on page 17, a release chart of 
all feature pictures as sched- 
uled by the American distribu- 
ting companies, Reference to 
the chart will conserve much 
time and correspondence be- 
tween theatres and film ex- 
changes, 





and Bert Haney, 
that there had been no proof of fraud 





The advance production in- 
formation from the Hollywood 
studios continues as heretofore. 
The two charts, although sep- 
arately prepared from such 
official sources as are most re- 
liable, supplement each other 
and contain all showmanship 
data and information on every 
American-made feature from 
the time it starts in photog- 
raphy until its date of national 
release. 

Listing of foreign-made films, 
except those nationally dis- 
tributed, will be continued as 
previously, 








is coming on ahead | 
accompanied | 


| York. 


execs | 


under the sponsorship | 








DUALS UP CHI 
RENTALS 20-259, 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Gross incomes of the various ex- 
changes in the Chicago territory 
have jumped between 20-25% this 
year over last season due to the 
start of double features. Average 
total income among the eight major 
distributors is around $235,000 
weekly. 

Top exchange income is Metro by 
a wide margin, with that distribution 
office grossing between $55,000- 
$60,000 weekly. This is due to the 
high rentals Metro is getting for its 
flickers, plus the fact that Metro has 
four pictures on percentages in its 
basic deal. 

Paramount is grossing around $40,- 
000 weekly; 20th Century-Fox is 
around the same mark. Warner Bros. 
is approximating between $35,000- 
$40,000. RKO-Radio is_ regularly 
around the $20,000 mark, and Uni- 
versal just slightly under that mark, 
while Columbia is grossing around 
$15,000 weekly. United Artists, the 
eighth exchange, fluctuates consider- 
ably since it hasn’t a regular releas- 
ing schedule but averages over 
$10,000 a week through the year. 


GN MOVING INTO OWN 
COAST STUDIO APRIL 1 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Grand National, which recently 
took over the Educational studio, 
will move its various producing units 
onto the lot April 1. Studio will be 
retagged Grand National. 

It is expected that a building pro- 
gram will be announced when Fd- 
ward L. Alperson arrives from New 














Mayer to Miami 





Completely recovered from the 


| cold which confined him to his hotel 


Adolph Zukor trained | 
| Mayer is 


for several days last week, Louis B. 
completing his business 
conferences in New York with J. 
Robert Rubin and Al Lichtman at 


| the Metro office, and will leave on 


| 


* make 


San Francisco, Jan. 19. 
Legality of the Fox-West Coast 
bankruptcy order of 1933 was upheld 
by the Ninth District Circuit Court 


of Appeals in a sharply worded de- 
cision handed down here Thursday 


(14). Signed by Appellate Judges 
Curtis D. Wilbur, Francis Garrecht 
the decisien stated 


or conspiracy in obtaining the origi- 
nal decree of bankruptcy which the 
court refused to set aside. 

This means virtually the washup 
of the case, although litigation can 


be carried to the U. S. supreme 
court. 
Col. William H. Neblett, Senator 


McAdoo’s law partner, in seeking to 
set aside the Fox-West Coast bank- 
ruptcy, had charged Samuel W. Mc- 
Nabb, referee in the bankruptcy, 
with having resigned as U. S. at- 
torney at Los Angeles for the 


express purpose of being = ap- 
pointed referee by Judge James 


in order to handle the F-WC 
case and that the Judge's son-in- 
law, Albert W. Leeds, was an officer 
of the company. But the Circuit 
Court found no grounds for the so- 
called ‘conspiracy’ or for Col. Neb- 
lett’s fraud charges. 

Senator McAdoo’s law partner rep- 
resented T. L. Tally and the Corbar 
Corp., Los Angeles theatre operators. 
Neblett admitted in the Circuit 
Court they had been paid in full. 

Neblett’s Charges 

Col. Neblett has been before the 
Circuit Court twice in an effort to 
prove his fraud charges. Denied in 
the first petition on appeal, he came 
back with a reiteration. Finally he 
agreed to drop the charges, but re- 
newed them. 

His first charge was that a false 
dividend of $8,000,000 was declared 
in 1930 by the Fox-West Coast. In 
this connection, Judge Wilbur said 
the papers showed a gross income in 
that year of $44,000,000, decreasing 
by $5,000,000 in 1931 and by $12,000,- 
000 more in 1932. 

His second charge concerned so- 
called ‘fake’ transfers of leases from 
the Fox-West Coast to the Wesco 
Co., the holding company which 
later changed its name to National 
Theatres Corp. 

The third charge attacked the av- 


(Continued on page 25) 


A. J. BALABAN BUNCH 
SERIOUS ABOUT ST. L. 


St. Louis, Jan. 19. 

After a lot of shilly-shallying on 
the part of a crowd of would-be St. 
Louis theatre builders, it looks as 
though A. J. Balaban, Sam Meyers, 
I. B. Perlman, Fred Bartrnan and 
Arthur Green are going ahead with 
the building and leasing of St. Louis 
houses, Balaban & Katz have washed 
their hands of the situation. 

No deal has been made with Harry 
Arthur of Fanchon & Marco, but it 
is understood that Arthur cabled A. 
J. Balaban his readiness to sit down 
and talk a deal, and that Balaban 
advised Arthur to contact Sam 
Meyers, his brother-in-law. 


WB Skeds 9 Pix for 
Cameras This Month 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 














Nine new features are expected to 


| be put before the cameras at Warn- 
ers before Feb. 1. 


They include ‘The Singing Marine,’ 


| with Dick Powell and Doris Wegton, 
| directed by Ray Enright; ‘Kid Gala- 
|had,” with Edward G. Robinson, 
| Bette Davis, Humphrey ey 4 and 


Friday (22) for a vacation of 10/| Barton MacLane heading the cast, 
days at Miami Beach as a guest of | Michael Curtiz direct ‘The Black 
Nicholas M. Schenck | Widow,’ ‘March 01 Die’ ‘Talent 

Howard Strickling, studio publicity | Scout.’ ‘Seal Poachers Steel Highe 
chief, and Lew Wertheimer will | way,’ ‘Round the World,” and ‘Pettis 


the trip south with Mayer. 


coat Ranch’ 





7 








i ee 
ei 
Pi jae : 
Y itd 
- 

+H 
. 
4 i 
At 


1 

Me 4 

Ml 

Wt 
fA 
if 


sth 3 ee | ecco sali. ee 






































rae cae 

















6 VARIETY 





PICTURES 





Wednesday, January 20, 1937 





B&K-JL&S MeVickers, Chi, Deal Set: 
Latter Going Into Nabe Expansion 


_- 


School Board last week finally set 


the lease on the McVickers, okaying | 


the Balaban & Katz bid of $60,000 to 
$75,000 annual guarantee for the 
hcuse for 31 years. 


4 
Chicago, Jan. 19. | 





Griffis’ MSG Stock Buy 


Stanton Griffis, chairman of Madi- 
son Square Garden’s board, yester- 
|day (Tues.) was reported in the 





| 
| 


B. & K. took | street to have purchased about 20,000 


| : - 
over the house under the sub-com- | shares of Madison Square stock from 


pany tag of Comet Amus. Co. 


Actual terms of the lease set the | 


deal of 15% of the gross income 
against annual guarantee of $60,000 
if house is operated on straight pic- 
ture basis, and 10% of the 
against same guarantee if house goes 


gross 


vaudfilm. Guarantee rises to the 
$75,000 in five years. 
With B. & K. taking over the 


house, it will be turned over to 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer for opera- 
tion, with J. L. & S. to get operating 
fee plus a straight 50-50 piece of 
house, on both: the profit and loss 
side of the ledger. Operating deal 
is for the term of the lease. 

J. L. & S. expect to open the 
house early in February, and will 
start work on the theatre immedi- 
ately upon signature of the lease and 
settlement of the operating deal. 
House will open on a straight pic- 
ture policy, both J. L. & S. and 


B. & K. nixing the idea of flesh for | 


the spot for the beginning. anyway. 
Only thing not yet decided is playing 
position of the house and admission 
price. Indications, however, are that 
house will operate at 30c. top. 

With the McVickers theatre deal 
settled finally, Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer is renewing its campaign 
to obtain further theatre properties 
in the neighborhoods. Having con- 
centrated activities in the loop for 
the past number of years, the firm 
is now readying to expand into the 
nabes on the basis that the outlying 
trade is even more solid and sure 
than the downtown show biz, being 
subject to less fluctuation. 

Johnny Jones’ moved a step nearer 
to the take-over of the Dearborn last 
week, with the courts handing down 
a decision in favor of the Marshall 
Field estate’s claims on the property. 
Harry Balaban has not vacated the 
house, contending that he has rights 
to continue to the house due to cer- 
tain agreements and expenditures 
made in rehabilitating the theatre. 
When and if the Field estate gets 
the property, Jones will operate on 
a leasehold arrangement. 

J. L. & S. is making all negotia- 
tions for theatres on strictly a lease 
setup, the firm being unwilling to 
finance and build theatres at this 
time. It is ready and willing to 
signature leases of from 15-30 years 
on theatres in the nabes, ranging 
from 750-1,200 seats, being uninter- 
ested in houses that fall below or 
above that seating capacity. 

Negotiations are now on for five 
such houses which contractors and 
property owners are readying to 
build in the nabes. Particularly 
J. L. & S. is interested in the west 
and northwest side of the city, 
figuring that Warner Bros. and 
the Schoenstadts have practically 
hemmed in the possibilities for the- 
atres on the south and southwest 
sides ef town. 

Should present deals go through, 
J. L. & S. figures to have at least 
four neighborhood houses in opera- 
tion by next fall. 


KUYKENDALL TO SET 





CONV. DETAILS IN N.Y. 





Ed L. Kuykendall, 
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| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 





president of | 


Atlas ‘Corp. 

Recent statement revealed that 
Atlas holdings in Madison Square 
totalled 38,000 shares. 





STRUCTURE 





SIMPLIFYING US 
CORPORATE 


Inwood Theatres Corp., Manhattan: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Jacob Leff, 2186 Cruger avenue, ronx; 
Lewis M, Rosenbaum, 6213 20th avenue, 
Brooklyn; Philip Smith, 1116 Kelly | 
street, Bronx. | 

Dover Theatre Corp., New York; the- | 

|} atrical business; capital stock, 100 shares, | 
} me pat value, Incerporators Betty 
Schneider, William Permison, Harry 
Gotesky, all of 16 Court street, Brooklyn. 

Arlibar, Ime., Manhattan; theatrical 
business; capétal stock, 200 shares, $100 
par value. Incerporators: Leonard R. 
Speiss, 2117 72nd street, Brooklyn; Laura 


| 








With steps already taken and | 


others contemplated in the near fu- 
ture on simplification of Universal's 
corporate structure, traders in Wall 
Street this week quickly reacted to 
future developments. Universal Pic- 
tures Corp., organized in 1912, has 
entirely disappeared from the corpo- 
rate picture, having been dissolved 
a few weeks ago. It formerly was 
the film producing unit. 

In its stead, Universal Pictures Co., 
Inc.,. formerly the holding company, 
now is the operating company, under 
the new Universal setup. It is stock 
of this corporation which is now 
traded in upon the New York curb 
and also stock exchanges. Universal 
Corp. currently is a hoiding com- 
pany for Universal Fictures Co., Inc., 
and has authorized the issuance of 
common and preferred stock. 

However, the only stock thus far 
issued in the name of Universal Corp. 
is the new common. This common 
will be listed on the N. Y. curb ex- 
change, exact date for listing not 
having been revealed thus far. 

While no announcement has been 
made by the company, it is expected 
in the street that this new common 
and preferred (yet to be issued and 
sold) in time will supplant the com- 
mon and first preferred representing 
the Universal Pictures Co. How- 
ever, few financial observers believe 
a basis of exchange or calling of 
either stocks will be announced un- 
til a definite price range has been 
established by the new common. 

The ‘first preferred now traded in 
on the big board is callable at $110 
per share, plus $32 in back dividends 
now due.-on each share. Which 
probably is the most logical explana- 
tion for recent strength, which 
pushed bon pit up six points in one 
session to $108 a share, despite small 
activity and no definite sponsorship. 

The old common, on the curb, 
Monday (18) went to a new high at 
$19, rising°2% points to this level. 


LOEW HOUSES IN N. Y. 
TO THURS. OPENINGS 


Loew's New York theatres, start- 
ing Thursday (21), shift from Friday 
to Thursday opening. Circuit figures 
the switch will hypo the usually dull 
Thursday biz and make for bigger 
weekend take. 

First houses going to Thursday 




















the Motion Picture Theatre Owners | openings will be the outlying de- 
of America; who is in Washington | luxers, such as the Valencia, Para- 


to attend the inaugural, will arrive | dise, 72d--St., 177th St. 


in New York tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
personally contact major distributors 
on trade practice reforms as de- 
manded by the MPTOA and to lay 
plans for the coming convention in 
Miami March 16. 

Among other things, a program for 
the convention is to be laid out and 
various decisions reached, including 
what will be the registration fee 
imposed to take care of the banquet 
and other functions of the conclave. 
In Los Angeles in 1934 the fee 
exacted was $7.50, while in New Or- 
Yeans the following year it was $10, 
with squawks on both-occasions from 
delezates. 

The sock te be made will be de- 
termined after decision has been 
reached on what the program will 
consist of, but doubted that it will be 
more than $10, MPTOA only want- 


ins to break even on banquet and |stage playing time, it isn’t routing |common in the form of Grand Na-| that the motion picture industry has failed in its duty to the pub! c. 
Audience voted in favor of negative or pro-film side of question. 


other expenses. 


Following 
| week, Feb. 4, Loew’s nabes, getting 
| the 
| switch to Thursday openings. Only 











pix from these larger houses, will | 


| house making the change the week | 


of Feb. 4 will be the vaudfilmer State 
on Broadway. 
| First-run Capitol on Broadway will 
| be unaffected by the change, the de- 
| luxer holding to Friday openings, at 
least for a while after the other 
|houses change. Will probably also 
|switch, though, if the move proves 
| effective in the other Loew houses. 
| Qut-of-town theatres operated by 
Loew’s remain as is, including the 
| vaudfilmers in Washington and Balti- 


|more, despite the fact that with a/| 


| Thursday opening in N. Y. and Fri- 
| days elsewhere it will be impossible 

to route acts. Loew’s explains this by 
| saying that, with but three weeks of 


lacts, anyhow. 





Incorporations 
NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Bobbie Perkins, Ine., New York; gen- 
era} employment agency for actors, 
writers, ete.; capital steck, 100 shares, 
no par value. Ineorporators: Bobbie P. 
Harris, 419 East 57th street, New York 
City; Grace Perkins Oursler, Falmouth, 
Mass.; Nancy Parker, 119 East 29th 
street, New York City. 

Ace Pictures Corp., Manhattan; motion 
pictures of all kinds; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Samuel L. Cohen and Irving B-J Levine, 
both of 170 Broadway, New York City: 
Irving Klein, 305 Broadway, New York 
City. 








Hart, 1650 Ocean avenue, Brooklyn; Elias 
M. Feliz, 1457 Broadway, New York City. 

B. & D. Film Corp., Manhaitan;:motion 
picture business: capital stock, 100 shares, 





no par value, Incorporators: Harold J, 
Sherman, 1619 Broadway, New York 
City; Martha Harris, 146 East 55th-street, 
Brooklyn; Elednor Brook, 1969 Sterling 
place, Brooklyn 

Three Villages, Ine., Whitesboro: gen- 
eral theatrical business; capital stock, 
500 shares, no par. value. Incorporators: 
Lynne B. Fenner, 15 Spofford avenue, 
Dolgeville, N, ¥.; Frances L. Tumposky, 
1310 Howard avenue, Utica, N. Y.; Bette 
Vyner, 1031 Erie street, Utica, N. Y 


Filmland Amusement Corp., New York: | 


theatrical business; capital stock, 100 


shares, $100 par value Incorporuators: 
Theodore Periman, 277 Broadway, New | 
York City; Irving Feinman, 205 East | 
67th street, New York City; Benjamin | 
Rose, 277 Broadway, New York City 


Rafaelo Diaz, Inc., Manhattan: conduct 
concerts and performances; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value. Incorporators: 


Martha Linderskold, 150 East 49th | 
street, New York City: Sarah Kandell, 
127 West 96th street, New York City: | 
Vivian Wiener, 811 Crotona park, North | 
Bronx. 

Rome Theatrical Enterprises,  Ine., 
Kings; theatrical business; capital stock, 
100 shares, $100 par value. Incorpora- 
tors: Philip Lazeroff, 482 East $6th | 
street, Brooklyn; Rose’ Greenberg, 167 


Hooper street, Brooklyn; 
Kantrowitz, 247 Herzl street, 
American Atlantic, Ine., 
motion picture business; capital 


Gertrude | 
Brooklyn 
Manhattan; | 


stock, | 


200 shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Cassrell Greenberg, 35 McClellan strest, | 
Bronx: Eleanor Brook, 1069 Sterling | 
place, Brooklyn; Martha Harris, 146 East 
55th street, Brooklyn. 

Adventures of Tarzan Serial Corp.. | 
Manhattan; general motion picture and | 
theatrical business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Cassrell Greenberg, 35 McClellan street, 
Bronx; Eleanor Brook, 1069 Sterling | 


55th street, Brooklyn. 
Rippling KRhythem Revue 
York; general theatrical and 
business; capital stock, 
yur value. 
Levine and Harry 
Broadway, New York City; 
1420 Avenue H., Brooklyn. | 
M. & S. Amusement Corp., Manhattan; | 
200 | 
| 
| 


Inc., New 
amusement 
100 shares, $10 | 
Incorporators: Max E 
both of 1501 
Kate Silver, 


place, Brooklys; Martha Harris, 146 East | 
| 

Berman, 

i 


theatrical business; capital stock, 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Ruth Weinberg, Eva Schlossberg, Ethel 
Kesselman, all of 220 Fifth avenue. New 
York City 


Bernardi Productions, Inc., Manhattan: | 
treatrical business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Miriam Shector, Gustav Schwamm, Irving 
Maxon, all of 152 West 42nd street, New 
York City. 

Advance Trailer Service, Inc., Manhat- 


tan; motion picture business; capital 
stock, 10 shares, $100 par value, Incor- 
porators: John F. Hennessy. Leo J. 


Rosenzweig, Jacob Ginsburgh, all of 561 
Fifth avenue, New York City. 

Song Lyrics, Inc., Manhattan: music 
publishing business; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Arthur L. Fishbein, 665 Ocean parkway, 


Brooklyn; Leonard Diamond, 1245 
Eastern parkway, Brooklyn; Harry 
Schleifman, . 219 East 196th street, 
Bronx. 


Dave Miller Orchestras, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; conduct an orchestra: capital stock, 
150 shares, no par yalue. Incorporators: 
Beryl Sommerfield, Bernice Sommerfield, 
Sylvia Levine, all of 755 Seventh avenue, 
New York City. 

Lous Breese Orchestras, Inc., New 
York; business of supplying orchestras, 
etc.; capital stock, 150 shares, no par 
value. Incorporators: Beryl! Sommer- 
field, Rernice Sommerfield, Sylvia -Levine, 


all of 755 Seventh avenue, New York 
City, | 
Farmor, Ine., Manhattan: theatrical 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, $100 
par value. Incorporators: Adrienne 
Morrison, 9 East 46th street, New York 
City; J. Herbert Adams and Jane Steiner, 


both ef 355 Fifth avenue, New York City. 
Tide Rising, Ine., Manhattan; the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 150 shares, 
no par value. Incorporators: George 
Brewer, Jr., Ipswich, Mass.: Richard 
Myers, Westbury, L. 1: Richard 58. 
Aldrich, 1250 Sixth avenue, New York | 
City. 
‘ McKinley Square Theatre, Inc., Bronx: 








iheatrical business; capital stock, 50 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
William KB. Linder, Hyman L. Schwartz, 


Louis Schultz, all of 291 Broadway, 
York City. 


New 


NEBRASKA 
Lincoln. 
Corp.; capital, 
$69,006. Incorporators: Frank. D. Eager, 
R. S. Mockett, N. H. Gardner, Mrs, 
Amanda Wallin, Paul H. Holm. 


Pathe Meet Next Wed. | 


Liberty Theatre Bldg. 











Pathe Film Corp. directors hold 
their regular monthly meeting next 
Wednesday (27). Action on a divi- 
dend payment for the common stock 
is officially denied. While current 
earnings are running considerably 
above last year, and the corporation 
was aided recently by an extra 
melon slicing by Du Pont Film Mfg. | 
Co., officials believe it is too early | 
in the year to expect any disburse- | 
ments at the present time. i 
Pathe paid a stock dividend on the | 





| tional shares the middle of last year. | 





| Board in his four years. 


% Inside Stuff—Pictures 2 


The Roxy reorganization plan is now pending in Federal court 
20th Century-Fox likely to take over supervision of the house under the 
pending reorganization plan. Inasmuch as the theatre is about to ¢ 
from bankruptcy, now may be the time to recall a bit of the th 
history. Perhaps this will reflect some explanation for the phenc 
improvement in that theatre’s b.o. 

Before the 20th Century-Fox films went into the house in block week 
after week, the grosses which are so profitable here presently, w . 
ever thus, even with the present pop scale and stage show. 

Nobody can beat that 55-75c. b.o. scale plus a stage show and it’s inters 
esting how that policy came to be initiated at the theatre. It was an idea 
offered to Fanchon & Marco by an outsider who was seeking a job to put 
the thing into effect when F.. & M. was brought in to run the spot 
The house played Fanchon & Marco shows prior to bankruptcy without 
benefiting the b.o, much. It was no better after bankruptcy fo a time 
and after F. & M. took the spot over until the new underselling scale and 
the most important change was made in the operation of the house. 

Then came 20th Century’s fight with R. C. Music Hall to give the the- 
atre its biggest break. This, namely, was getting first choice 20th-Fox filme 
for the Roxy. Everything else is only incidental. The b.o. tariff at the 
Roxy is lower than even the b.o. scales of straight film de luxers. In ine 
stances it compares no higher than the better straight film neighbs arc und 
the city although the Roxy is in the center of the greatest amuseme nt 
street in the world. 
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Ed Churchill, head of Donahue-Coe advertising agency, avers that 
between Metro and United Artists his outfit has enough picture company 
biz to handle, hence D-C can’t take on 20th Century-Fox or any other pic- 
ture account. Same goes for the Roxy theatre, when and if 20th-Fox 
acquires it, because Donahue-Coe already has three Broadway deluxers— 
the Capitol (Metro), Rivoli and Radio City Music Hall. 

When ‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) was at the Astor, N. Y., on a $2 run 
Donahue-Coe, says Churchill, handled it for Loew-Metro, as part of the 
regular deal, and billed.Loew’s, Inc., not 20th. Now that it’s current at 
the Music Hal], D-C is handling the campaign on ‘Lloyds,’ from the viewe- 


| point of the Hall altogether. Since 20th-Fox is contributing to the current 


campaign’s ad budget, the agency naturally huddles also with Charlie 
McCarthy, the 20th-Fox adv. and publicity director. As regards the 20the 
Fox account, it continues clearing through Hanff-Metzger. Bob Dillenbeck 
of H-M and Sid Kent are old friends. 

Churchill also denies either Nick or Joe Schenck are financially intere 
ested in the Donahue-Coe ad agency. 





Over $100,000,000 of new finance was invested in picture theatres and 


| similar enterprises in the United Kingdom during 1986, according to recent 


check-up on company registrations of the year. Big new undertakings 


| were Union Cinemas ($32,500,000), Cinema Ground Rents and Properties 


($25,000,000), Associated British Properties ($15,000,000) and G.C.F. Corp, 
($6,125,000). Year also saw approximately 100 individual theatre units 
registered by Odeon. 

Total also includes registration of concerns dealing with television equipe 
ment, theatre supplies and motion picture processing, assessed in excess 
of $5,000,000. 





Henry Herbel, manager of the Universal exchange in Chicago, had to 
beg off from continuing as president of the Chicago Film Board of Trade. 
Herbel goes out as president after four years of incumbency, which is a 
record, the other prexies never having held office more than two terms. 
Herbel, the trade leaders state, made remarkable progress for the Film 
Among the put-overs by Herbel were such items 
as the establishment of the Film Relief Ball, the establishment of the 


| Christmas basket fund showings, the elimination of buying circuits, the 


elimination of the censor board regime headed by Effie Ziegler, the come 
plete elimination of censorship on newsreels, 





Contributions to warring factions in last fall’s Presidential campaign by 
film interests came to light last week in reports to Senate committee checke 
ing political expenditures. 

Biggest gift was check for $5,000 to the Democrats signed by Internae 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees in Hollywood. One of the 
few Republican presents was donation of $1,000 for Gov. Landon’s came 
paign by Will H. Hays, head of the Motion Picture Producers Association, 
Previously probers found Nicholas M. Schenck poured $5,000 into the 
Democratic till. 





¢ 


A unique means of exchange contact was arranged by. Columbia in 
incepting its Montague Sweepstakes sales drive, with facilities of the Bell 
Telephone Co. carrying pep talk messages from the home office to 31 of 
the Col. branches in the United States, but not Canada. Speeches were 
made by Jack Cohn, Abe Montague, Joseph McConville and Rube Jackter 
from the home office Friday afiernoon (15), with amplifiers in the 31 
exchanges picking up the h.o. hop for the field sales forces. Hookup was 
arranged over 26,000 miles of telephone wire. 





After considerable negotiation looking toward settlement of a complaint 
with Mallinson Fabrics Corp. over accidental inferential mention ef Pussy 
Willow silks in ‘The Big Noise,’ Warner Bros. over the weekend spotted 
ads as squarers in 14 papers throughout the country. Picture was re- 
leased last June. The Mallinson outfit preferred that WB take ads ex- 
plaining the situation. The ads point out that all names used in ‘Big 
Noise’ were meant to be fictitious and that mention of ‘Pussy Willow’ was 
in no way intended to reflect on fabrics sold by Mallinson. 





Posters issued by the Federal Bureau of Investigation at Washington, 
offering $10,000 reward for information bringing the arrest and conviction 
of the kidnap-murderer of Charles Mattson on the Coast, will be em- 
ployed by Universal in exploiting ‘You Can't Get Away With It,’ short 
feature showing activities and background of G-men at their headquarters 
and in handling famous criminal cases. Means that 10,000 posters will be 
distributed by U throughout the nation wherever the picture plays. 





Harpo Marx and Al Boasberg, upon learning the word charlatan was 
in the script of Metro’s ‘A Day at the Races,’ warned Director Sam Wood 
that not one person in six would understand what it meant. They tried 
it out on six representative players and technicians on the set and the score 
added up: one thought it was a girl’s name, others guessed an old Biblical 
expression, an Egyptian word, a desert-made ice cream, an early European 
emperor and darned-if-I-know. Word was yanked from script. 





Editorial in the N. Y. Herald-Tribune last Saturday (16) treated ‘Black 
Legion’ (WB) to a rave sendoff.. After describing the film as good propa- 
ganda and urging that it be seen, the editorial declared that ‘Legion’ fur- 
nishes not only ‘excellent dramatic entertainment’ but a ‘sermon on 
American ideals worth all the emotional agony of the action.’ It’s a first- 
time for the H-T, although the N. Y. Daily News has been regularly given 
to show biz editorials, 





Newspaper report crediting the 1937 volume of Poor’s Register of Direc- 
tors as the source has Harold B. Franklin serving on 91 directorates. Th’s 
obviously is an old schedule dating to the time prior to Franklin's resign@- 
tion from RKO and the almost 100 subsidiaries of that company. 





Leon L. Litt, writer and lecturer on television, served as chairman of 4 
debate at the Glencoe Athletic Club, N. Y., Jan. 14. Subject was ‘Reso!’ ed, 
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; being buttonholed for querying and 


, battle with RKO in the current re- 
, Organization negotiations is conduct- 
‘) ing plenty of inside and outside in- 
' Vestigation around 


Wednesday, January 20, 1937 
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Orpheum’s Pfd. Stockholders’ Comm. 
Charges Freeze-Out in RKO Reorg. 


+ 


‘laiming that an effort was being | R 0 ( ° S q 
Teco aden them out of the af-| 2 K laims lashe 
fairs of RKO and to deprive them | 
of having a part in the. corporation’s | 
plan of reorganization, Martin Beck, 
Harry Borns, Asher Levy, Julian N. 
Livingston and Alexander Young, 
Jr., comprising the Preferred Stock- 
holders Consolidated Protective 
Committee of the Orpheum Circuit, 
Inc., Thursday (14) petitioned Fed- 
eral Judge Coxe for leave to inter- 
yvene in the remaining hearings on 











The claims of two large creditors 
|of RKO were greatly slashed Mon- 
|day (18) when Federal Judge Wil- 
liam Bondy confirmed the June, 1935 
report of Thomas D. Thatcher, spe- 
|cial master in bankruptcy. 

-The Fort Worth Properties Corp.’s 
demand for $507,500 was allowed at 
| $17,139, while the claim of the Hip- 


the RKO reorganization plan, which | POdrome Building Co., of $888,666 














has been formulated by the eeenie | was cut to $88,666. 
Committee. Judge Coxe referred the | : 

uest to Judge William Bondy, | 
ho has been handling. the RKO Title Suit Vs. Jack 

atters. It is expected that the pe- ° ° 
bition will be opposed by Carlos Alicoate Over His 
Israels of White & Case, counsel for | n "_ 9 
the Pounds Committee, mainly on Proposed Radio Daily 
the ground that the time has passed 
for further intervention. 

The petitioners state that the pro- | New York Radio Daily, Ing¢., filed 
tective committee represents holders} suit in N. Y. supreme court Friday 
of over 16,000 shares of preferred! (15) for an injunction to restrain 
stock and that as Orpheum is now a| Wids Films and Film Folk, Inc., 
subsidiary of RKO, the holders of; John W. Alicoate and the Radio 
the stock are entitled to have a say| Daily Corp., from using the title 
in the RKO plan of reorganization. | ‘Radio Daily.’ Plaintiff claims exclu- 
The stock of its members, the com-| sive use of the label since August, 
mittee’s petition states, represents 1926, when Julius Klausman and 


a par value of $1,621,000 and that! Julius Klausman, Jr., filed certificate 
this amount will be increased- to] of incorporation in N. Y. county 
from 25,000 to 35,000 shares shortly. | clerk’s office. 

RK0’s orph in 1928 | Hearing’ on a motion for a tem- 


The petition further cites that in| Porary injunction pending outcome 
January, 1928, RKO acquired control | Of the suit for a permanent stay is 
f the Orpheum Circuit through the | Set for today (Wednesday). 
purchase of all the common or vot-| Radio Daily is a proposed adjunct 
ing stock. At that time Orpheum | of Alicoate’s Film Daily, trade publi- 
was a ‘going business,’ operating a | cation. 


chain of motion picture houses with | 
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ILM SHORTAGE SQUAWKS 


INDIES WORRIE 
VER FUTURE 





I 


While Indies Started the 
Dualing Vogue, the Ma- 


jors Now Have the Vast) 


Advantage, They Argue— 
More Pix, Lesser Extend- 
ed Runs—Not Even Stage 
Shows Prolong Stays 


‘CHARGE OVERBUYING 


Although double features 


erally are credited with having been 
started by independent operators, 
these same indie exhibitors now are 
protesting that duals are responsible 
for the vast product shortage with 
which they are confronted. They 
claim that dualers are to blame for 
the current overbuying evil, while 
major circuits contend they are pur- 


gen- 


| chasing only to fill program require- 


ments. 


Trade organization experts say 
that it is difficult to single out defi- 
nite instances of overbuying, but the 
indie exhibitor is not a bit bashful 
about shouting over the vast buying 
program which double programming 
has made essential. Where trade ob- 
| servers three and four years ago 
were hopeful that a pickup in at- 
tendance would at least partially al- 
leviate product shortage by increas- 
ing the longevity of features, the an- 
ticipated hike in patronage now a¢- 
parent over the past two years has 





st Guus See tc |UA JOINS PAR, 20TH, WB] Sioa bine ce 


bilities. The protective Sours! 
avers that these assets were dissi-| AND COL. SALES DRIVES 
pated under RKO management and | 
that their value dropped to less than | 
$3,000. 
In January, 1933, the petition sets | drive which carries no prizes will 
forth, Opheum went into bankruptcy have further competition from 
with assets of only $3,000, the vast | United Artists which, for the first 
amount previously at its command|time in its history, is laying plans 
‘being dissipated by RKO, its officers | for a sales push to extend over 14 
and directors.’ weeks from Jan. 24-May 1. Decision 
In May, 1933, RKO transferred the|on the part of UA to have a drive 
Orpheum properties to the Stadium | of its own this winter and spring 
Theatres Corp., which, the petition! adds to the drives of 20th-Fox, War- 
asserts, further wasted. ner Bros. and Columbia as competi- 
Marcus Heiman, trustee for Or-,tion for Par’s sales offensive. In 
pheum, the petitioning committee each case there are prizes. 
States, is about to bring an action to| In UA the push will be known as 
set aside the transfer of the Or-|the George J. Schaefer drive, with 
pheum assets to the Stadium Corp.,| A. W. Smith, Jr., general sales chief, 
and also to sue RKO, its subsidiaries, | in supervision. 
officers and directors for damages| In UA some exchanges are affili- 
‘for improper acts and waste in con-| ated with the distributing company 
nection with the handling of Or-| rather than owned by it. These will 
pheum properties. participate, however, and share with 
Petition further alleges that the others the chance to win prizes that 
plan of reorganization of RKO pro-| wil] be awarded. Radio bars valued 
Poses that the assets held by Sta-| at $1,000 each will be given to the 
dium, estimated now at over $300,-| branch manager in the eastern and 
000, shall be included as RKO assets | western divisions showing best re- 
although they really belong to the | cults as well as to the head of the 
petitioning stockholders. This pro-! givision whieh onde oni top 
posal in the plan should entitle Or-; Pye leading déinaeen in Gach of 
Pheum creditors and stockholders! tne six districts will receive four 
with having a-say in the RKO pro-| \coxy’ salary. Winners will be 


eedings, the committee insists. judged both on increased playing 
time during the 14-week period as 











Midwest’s 1.Q. Tests 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 


. Committee for, the Orpheum pre- 
ferred stockholders in its: present 


IATSE Confab Over 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Annual winter meeting of 
IATSE concluded¢here Jan. 18. Only 
action taken was consideration of 
the plan to organize all theatre work- 
ers. Routine matters took up re- 
mainder of time with 25 officials at- 
tending. 
George E. Browne, IATSE prez, 
remains here for another three weeks 








this territory, 
where the Orpheum circuit was born 
and where it ended. Everybody is 





interviewing. 

heatre employes, old office-hold- 
ers and office workers are all being 
questioned about the former deal- 
ings, tactics and operation of Or- 
Pheum. Especially does the commit- 
tee appear anxious to contact anyone 
who used to be connected with the 
Orpheum circuit when it had its 
headquarters in the State-Lake | 
building. Also the committee is. in- | of the disposition of the New Orleans 
terested in everybody connected with | holdings. 
the Hennepin Orpheum in Minne-/| In Chicago the greeting among the 
apolis. The investigation also is cover- | boys and girls from the old Orpheum 


in studios preparatory to revising 
basie agreement with plants March 1. 








Yom the Orpheum theatre situation in| days is: ‘do you remember?’ with 
sna, which went through the |the people with long memories 

ne courts during its wringer | being snatched off for long question- 
ays 


- and it’s looking into the story ' ing. 


well as on the unsold possibilities | 


the | 


to furth_r study working conditions | 


| Three or four years ago, exhibs 
were hopeful that the mortality of a 
| film would be improved to approxi- 
mately the same peak as in 1929, 


The Adolpk Zukor Silver Jubilee | when first run features ran for an 


| average of two weeks in de luxers of 


key cities. 
tially dampened by the dual picture 
policies which regularly are installed 
in about 60% of all film houses of 
the U. S. Even a strong upsurge in 
attendance has failed to lengthen the 
life of a feature to this figure, be- 
cause now the average first run film 
runs about one and one-half weeks. 


Where subsequent runs and first 
runs in theatres of lesser size and 
importance obtained a week’s lease 
of life eight years ago, currently 
they seldom get longer than half a 
week on the average. 


Decline of Stage Shows 
Another factor, say trade associa- 
tion spokesmen, which has prevented 
product in first and second run 
houses from averaging longer en- 








; 


i 


| 


gagements, is the decline in number 
of stage shows, Obviously, this has 
left the theatre manager entirely de- 
pendent on quality of product to 
sustain an engagement where before 


he had the added benefit of stage 
| 


presentations. 


In some trade circles, double fea- 
turing is regarded as creating an ar- 
tificial shortage of product. This 
shortage is what is prompting the in- 


dependent, whether a circuit op- 
erator or individual exhibitor, to 
squawk. 

As one neutral major official 


summed up the situation, the vast 
purchasing power of a major theatre 
circuit gives it the cream of all ma- 
jor or top product on an annual 
basis. Before going dual, such a 
major circuit, in obtaining program 
material, picked out pictures from 
four major distributors. Now, with 
double demand for pictures, the ma- 
jor chain must select eight of the 
best available pictures from seven 
or eight of the major companies, as 
they are released. 


Such a situation leaves the indie | 


exhibitor or circuit with an outside 
chance of grabbing any major pro- 
ducer’s weaker pictures that have 
been sluffed or turned down by the 
maj circuit. The indie generally has 
the full selection from independent 


producers, but that’s not enough. 
With the quality of ‘B’ product 
now described as Class C and D 


pictures, not much relief is offered 














Voluminons Par Corporate Report, 
~ Revealirg Steck and Other Setups, 
Filed with S.E.C.; Detailed Data 


+ sdniinenenidtieiiesints 
R ? L R Washington, Jan. 19. 
Oxy S atest eport | Permanent registration of nearly 
—_— | $40,000,000 worth of securities was 
Howard S. Cullman, trustee for the ; asked from Securities & Exchange 
Roxy theatre, N. Y., last Thursday | Commission Thursday (14) by Par- 
(14) filed with the Federal Court the | amount Pictures. 23 
financial report of the theatre cov- | Marking end of reorganization 
'ering the period from Nov. 26 to| Proceedings, Par topped six applica- 
| Dec. 30. Cash recsripts on hand at| tions by film interests, including one 








This hope has been par- | 


| the end of that period, the report 
| shows, amounted to $200,863 while 
| disbursements totaled $237,837. 

| The report explains the excess of 
the latter figure over the former 
being due to payment of all taxes 
|and expenses on the property. De- 
spite this Cullman claims net profit 
for the period amounted to $13,144. 


57, DIVVY ON 
- FOX THEATRES 


| WU. S. Circuit Court Judge Martin 
T. Manton Monday (18) granted per- 
| mission to Milton C, Weisman, trus- 
| tee for Fox. Theatres, to pay 5% divi- 
dend to each creditor whose claim 
has been allowed by the Court. 
Judge Manton also directed Weis- 
|man to set aside from the reserve 
\funds of the estate an amount to 
|cover a similar dividend for claims 
; which have not as yet been decided. 
| In his petition making the request 
|to be allowed to pay the dividend, 
| Weisman set $285,693 as a tentative 
}amount to cover the dividends for 
the settled claims and $343,667 as 
sufficient to cover the undecided 
claims. So far the Court has awarded 
| $5,713,858 to the creditors and claims 
| totalling $6,873,354 are yet to be dis- 
posed of. 


TRANS-LUX DEAL FOR 
BRIT. NEWSREEL CHAIN 


Earge and comprehensive deal be- 
tween Trans-Lux and Capital & Pro- 
vincial News Theatres, group that 
operates a big circuit of newsreel 
houses in England, yesterday (Tues.) 
was reported nearing completion. 
Understood that final details were 
ironed out in the last few weeks 
during the visit to New York of Nor- 
man J. Hulbert, chairman of Capital 
& Provincial’s borrd of directors. 
Official announcement of full set-up 























|; with Trans-Lux probably will be! 
|made by Hulbert on his return to | 


| London. He sails today (Wed.). 


This is the desl that has been in 


_the process of constimmation now for | 


several months. Trans-Lux execu- 
tives furthered the transaction dur- 
ing a visit to London last month, 
| with Hulbert’s trip to America fol- 
| lowing. 

| Trans-Lux method of projection 
‘for this British chain of newsreel 
| theatres as well as T-L equipment, 
would be installed 1s a eesult of this 
ideal, it is reported. On just what 
t @ ns and whether Trans-Lux would 
participate in the management is not 
known thus far. 





the independent opeiator, who has 
to subsist on this fare. 

In smaller cities, of 30,000 and less 
where there are twe 
atres operating, with 
| dent bucking the field, the problem 
is accentuated. The indie exhibitor 
soon finds that his major competitor 
is getting practically all ace product 
from the major distributing com- 
panies. The major 
can get the pick of pictures, leaves 
only the independent features, or 
weakies, from the meior studios. to 
the opposish. Inevitably, this forces 
if he is to buck 


or three the- 


him into second run 
the competition. 


one indepen- | ..”’. . ; : 
P | Griffis, director, none directly, 1.000 


exhibitor, h 
wo | acially 15 first preferred and $21,500 


| 


advanced by an independent produc- 
ing company with 20-picture shoot- 
|ing schedule. Papers are first Par 
ever has submitted to the Commish, 
since bankruptcy proceedings ex- 
empted the parent company from 
|making statements required under 
| securities control] statutes. 
Explaining that housecieaning for- 
mula has been ratified by the Fed- 
eral courts, Paramount officers 
sought permit covering $26,487,342 
worth of outstanding 20-year 6% 
sinking fund debentures, $1,621,986 
worth of $100 par value first pre- 
ferred stock to be issued, $6,441,408 
worth of outstanding $10 par value 
second preferred, $1,591,751 worth of 
$1 par value common already out, 
and $2,454,472 worth of additional 
common to be distributed. Company 





| 


worth of outstanding certificates 
guaranteeing paper of Paramount 
Broadway Corp., and $225,500 worth 
of same ducats to be issued later. 

The only new tickets proposed in 
the statement were the $2,454,472 ad- 
ditional shares of common. These 
will be distributed to holders of the 
old common, scrip, and first and 
second preferred under conversion 
scheme. 





72 Subsids 

Explaining company’s history and 
activities, voluminous document 
showed Par owns completely 72 sub- 
sidiaries which in turn have 100% 
control of 16 more and owns 50% or 
more of 13 subsids which have vary- 
ing interests in 31 others. Biggest 


Balaban & Katz Corp., of Chicago, 
of which the parent-company owns 
92.09%. 


others, and controls three third- 
degree subsids. Statement reflected 
liquide§on or dissolution of nine 
subsids since Oct. 3, 1936. 
Property-holdings were shown to 
be far-flung. Besides Hollywood 


tains 42 exchanges and owns or 
leases 569 houses. With 372 U. S. 
theatres, 178 Canadian, and 19 else- 


the spots are leased and 49 are oper- 
ated under management agreements. 

Little information about stock 
holdings was divulged. Statement 
showed the only holder of 10% of 
| the cormpany’s paper is Allied Own- 
ers Corp. of New York, which, with 
| 25,000 shares of first preferred, ac- 
/ counts for 10.45% of outstanding se- 





were devoid of any Par paper. In- 


sider list was as follows:— 
Holdings 


se 


ban, prez’ and “director, € 
Stephen. Callaghan, 


Walker B. -Cokell,_ treasurer, 





beneficially; 





Harvey D. Gibson, director, none. 
A. Conger Goodyear, 


first preferred beneficially; Stanton 


first preferred beneficially; Duncan 
|C. Harris, director, none directly; 
Henry Herzbrun, v.p.. 209 common 
}and 83 second preferred; 
| Hertz, director, none directly, bene- 
debentures and 


worth of through 


Lehman Bros. 600 common and 8,000 


second preferred: John W. Hicks, 
Jr., vice-prez, none; Jacob H. Karp, 
(Continued on page 27) 


also asked registration of $8,553,500« 


subordinate company in the set-up is 


In turn, B & K owns com- 
pletely 10 subsids and partially three 


studios and laboratories, Par main- 


where comprising the chain, 361 of 


curities. Many officers and directors 


Neil F. Agnew, vice-prez. and di- 
rector, none; George L. Bagnall, as- 
sistant treasurer, none; Barney Bala- 
common: * “ 
direetor, none; 
none; 
Norman Collyer, assistant secretary, 
| 300 common and 120 second pre- 
ferred: Y. F. Freeman, v. p. and di- 
rector, none directly, 1,000 common 
Harold A. Fortington, 
director, none directly, 1,000 common 
and 300 first preferred beneficially; 


director, 
inone directly, 1,000 common and 300 


John D. 
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Plainsman’ at $22,000, L. A. Leader: 


‘Allah’ Big 316 in 2 Spots; ‘Brigade’ 


Double Good $20,500; It's the Climate 


- + 

| 

Los Angeles, Jan. 19. | 

Ideal weather conditions, with} 
nights snappy, is helping the first | 


runs for okay takes on current week. 


Newcomers got away to good start | 
and indications are for generally 
profitable’ returns in most of the | 
situations. 

DeMille’s “The Plainsman’ at the 
Paramount leads the town on solo 
take, with ‘Garden of Allah’ setting 
excellent pace at the day-date State 
and Chinese. Wilshire, in second | 
week as a continued first run, on} 
day-date policy with the United 
Artists (downtown), hitting a fast 


pace and will wind up with plenty | 
of profit. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- | 
55)—‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) and 
‘Carcer Woman’ (20th) dual. Headed 
for very satisfactory $13,000. Last 
week, ‘One in a Million’ (20th) and 
‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), couple of 
hundred above expeciations for neat 
$13,200. 
Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
65)—The Charge of the Light Bri- 
gade’ (WB) and ‘Smart Blonde’ 
(WB) dual. Started briskly on 
Saturday onening and should hit neat 


$9.500. Last week, ‘Gold Diggers of 
1927’ (FN) and ‘King of Hockey 
(WB). on nine-day run, grabbed 
okay $9,709. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55 )— 
“Carnival in  Fianders’ (Sonores 
Tobis). First foreign language film | 


to play this house. Got away to good 
start and looks like $3,000. Last week. 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA), grabbed $2,800 on 
third-final week. just fair. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘The Charge of the Light Bri- 
gade’ (WB) and ‘Smart Blonde’ 
(WB) dual. Industry displaying in- 
terest in this opus and with satisfac- 


tory start (16) heading for neat | 
$11.000. Last week. ‘Gold Diggers of 
1937’ (FN) and ‘King of Hockey 


(WB), profitable at $9,500 in nine day 
stay. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Along Came Love’ (Par) and 
*“Make Way for a Lady,’ (RKO), dial, 
and vaudeville. Credit for most of 
draw must go to Eddie Peabody, 
heading stave show, but will have to 
be satisfied with only $8,000. Last 


week, ‘With Love and Kisses’ (Melo- | 
(second | 


dy) and ‘Polo Joe’ (WB) 
run) plus Weaver Bros. and Elviry 
on stage, oke $10,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55 )— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) and “The Mighty 
Treve’ (U), dual. Cagney pic doing 
right smart here at $7,000. Last 
week. ‘That Girl from Paris, (RKO) 
and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), not so hot 
at $5,800 in six days. 

Parameunt (Partmar) (3.595; 30- 
40-55)—The Plainsman’ (Par) and 
stage show. Another smash week 
in store for house and at around 
$22,000 looks like holdover. Last 
week, second stanza of ‘College Holi- 
dav’ (Par), satisfactory $10,800. 

RKO (2950; 30-40-55)—‘Great 
Guy’ (GN) and ‘The Mighty Treve’ 
(U) dual. Downtown mob fairly 
strong for Cagney so that $9.000 con- 
siderably above normal. Last week 
(6 days), “That Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), 
just fair at $5,750. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Garden of Allah’ (UA) and 
‘Career Woman’ (20th ), dual. 
Another bie week impends for this 
downtown acer as $18.000 will attest. 
Last week, ‘One in a Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), plenty 
good at $17,200. 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: 
30-40-55)—‘One in a Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), dual. 


Moveover of this brace from State- 
Chinese under anticivations and best 
in sight is mild $6.500. Last week. 
“After the Thin Man’ (MG) and 
“Woman Wise’ (20th), continued first 
run. hit big $9,500, which is plenty 
profitable. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—One in a Million’ (20th) and ‘Sin- 
ner Take All’ (MG), dual. Contin- 
uing smash trade started on initial 


week and is headed for sweet 
$10,000. Last week, ‘After the Thin 
Man’ (MG) and ‘Woman Wise’ 


(20th), on moveover, set new house 
record at corking $10,200. 


B’KLYN AGAIN AWAKE 


‘Thin Man’ Dual $16,500—‘Paris’ Dual 
$17,000, Both Okay 








Brooklyn. Jan. 19. 


It’s lively once again here, with | 


spry biz at all downtown b.o.’s. 
Fabain’s Par, RKO Albee, and Loew's 
Met doing particularly well, mild 
weather helping. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-55)—‘That Gir] 
from Paris’ (RKO) and 
Wise’ (20ih). Heading for a nifty 
$17,000. Last week ‘We Who Are 
About to Die’ (RKO) and ‘Crackup’ 
(Fox), $15,000, okay. 

Fex (4,000; 25-35-55 )—“God’s Coun- 





try and Woman’ (WB) and ‘Love and 
Kisses’ (Tel). 
Last week ‘Sing Me Love Song’ 
(WB) and ‘Lady from Nowhere’ 
(Col), $14,000, nice. 
Metropolitan (2,400: 
‘After Thin Man’ (MG) and ‘G-Men 
in Action’ (U). Lively $16,500. Last 


week ‘Accused’ (UA) and ‘Garden of | 
| Allah’ (UA), $12,000, good. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Gold | 
Kid’ | 
Attractive ieee: 


Diegers’ (WB) and 
(WB) (2nd wk). 
Last week $19,000, fine. 


‘Captain’s 


Strand (2,000: 25-35-50)—‘North of | 
Nome’ (Col) and ‘Woman in Distress’ | 
| (Col). 


Twinners will grab neat 


*8.000. 





Vaude Balloons 
Classy ‘Wint'’set’ 
To 18/56 in Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 19. | 


Town-topper is vaudfilm, Hipp, with 


‘Winterset’ and stage-show consist- | 
and | 
Original Dixieland Jazz Band shar- | 


ing of Ken Murray, Oswald 
ing honors for hey-hey $18,500. 


Murray and rest 


lured by the class cinema. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55) ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA). 
Poor draught at $8,000. Last week, 
second of ‘After Thin Man’ 
swell at $12,500. 

Hippedreme (Rappapart) 
15-25-35-40-55-66) ‘Winterset’ (RKO) 
and Ken Murray, Oswald and Dixie- 
land Jazz Band on stage. Lusty 


$18,500. Last week, second of ‘Girl | 


From Paris’ (RKO) and ‘King’s | 
Scandals’ unit, fair $10,500. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55) ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
(2d wk). Excellent $6,000. ‘Smart 


Girls’ (U) opens today (Tuesday). 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55) ‘One in Million’ (20th). Sec- 
ond lap up Sunday (17), with good 
$3,300 cached. At last minute, house 
decided to hold film for few more 
days due to publicity Sonja Henie 
began getting on personal she will 
make on rink here Thursday (21). 
On day-to-day basis, likely that new 
pic will be slapped on spools late 
in week, but the h.o. continues to 
chug along to o.k. biz. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450: 15-25-35-40- 
55) ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par). Deeply 
in ditch with poor $2,800. Last week. 
‘Sing Love Song’ (FN), borderline 
at $5,500. 





Satisfactory $14,000. | 





25-35-55) — | 


Last week ‘Beware of Ladies’ | 
(Rep) and ‘Along Came Love’ (Par), | 
$9,500, good. 


Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject te Change) 





Week of Jan. 22 
Capitel—‘Camille’ (MG). 
Criterion—Great Guy’ ‘GN) 

(4th wk). 
Musie Hall—Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Paramount—‘Plainsman (Par) 
(2d wk). 
Rialto — ‘Under 
Night’ (MG) (18). 
Riveli—‘Men Are Not Gods’ 
(London) (2d wk). 


Cover of 


Roxy— Three Smart Girls’ 
(U Bie 

Strand—‘Black Legion’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 

Week eof Jan. 29 

Aster—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(Feb. 8). 

Capitel—‘Camille’ (MG) (2d 
wk). 

Criterion—Man of Affairs’ 
(GB). 

Music Hall—Plow and the 
Stars’ (RKO) (28). 

Paramount — ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par). (27). 

Rialte — ‘Criminal Lawyer’ 


(RKO) (26). 

Rivoli— You Can Only Live 
Once’ (UA) (30). 
Roexy— Three 

(U) (2d wk). 
Strand—‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) 
(30). 


Smart Girls’ 








| drive 

free 
| armory, likewise will not help b. o. 
| takings. 


(MG), | 











Camille,’ $8,000, Okay 


In Flood-Scared L’ ville 


Louisville, Jan. 19. 
weather and heavy rains, 





Mild 


|which are bringing Ohio River to 
of stage show | flood stage, slowing down the tempo 
magnetizing those who aren’t being | at 


Community Chest 
in for a week-long 
Jefferson County 


local houses. 
is going 
show at 


Estimates for This Week 
Brown (4th Ave-Loew’s) 


ful week there. Second week plenty 
okay at $3,500. Last week, ‘College 
Holiday’ (Par) and March of Time, 
satisfactory $2,800. 


‘3 Married Men’ (Par). Looks headed 
for nice $2,400. Last week ‘Dimples’ 
(20th) and ‘Wedding Present’ (Par), 
dual, splitting with ‘Anthony Ad- 
verse’ (WB), above average at $2,300. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40).— 
‘Camille’ {MG). Garbo-Taylor combo 
have the femme patrons lining up at 
the wicket and contributing good 
$8,000 for best take in town. Last 
week ‘Thin Man’ (MG), on second 
stanza, grabbed fine $7,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40).—‘God’s Country and the 
Woman’ (FN). No. b. o. draught 
evident and pic will be lucky to get 
poor $2,500. Last week, ‘Sing Me a 
Love Song’ (WB), proved to be a 
lullaby with puny $2,700. 


Ohie (Settos) (900; 15).—‘In Person’ 





Minne. Wants No Bargains, Duals N.G.; 


Camille, with Mat. Help, Good $10,000 


Minneapolis, Jan. 19. 
Continued box office impotence of 
duals at the State and Aster marks 
the local picture scene. On the other 


hand, single features such as “Three 
Smart Girls,’ ‘After the Thin Man’ 
and ‘One in a Million’ have been 
doing bang-up biz despite unfavor- 
able weather conditions and a near- 
epidemic of flu and pneumonia. 
After two big weeks at the Cen- 
tury, ‘Girls’ has moved over to the 
World for an indefinite extension of 
its downtown run. Following seven 
swell days at the Minnesota, “Thin 
Man’ was spotted into the Century 
for a second loop week. And in their 
new domiciles both of these pictures 
are still clicking on all box office 








‘Woman | 





cylinders. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 


| —Go West, Young Man’ (Par) and 


‘Our Relatives’ (MG) (2d runs), split, 
and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Plot 
Thickens’ (RKO), dual, first runs, for 
last three days of week. Fair $900 
in prospect. Last week ‘Dimples’ 
(20th) second run, and ‘Laughing at 
Trouble’ (20th) and ‘Captain Kidd’ 
(WB), dual. first runs. Mild $800. 

Century ‘Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-55)—After Thin Man’ (MG). 
Moved here from Minnesota. Big 
$9.606 indicated. Last week “Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) (2d wk), $10,000, 
great. 

Lyrie ‘(Publix-Singer) (1,300: 20- 
25 )—“Fhree Men on Horse’ (FN) (2d 
run). Copping first-rate $2,000. Last 








|—“Three Smart Girls’ (U) 


week ‘Ladies in Love’ 
run), $1,800, fair. : 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55 )—Camille’ (MG). Receiv- 


(20th) 


| ing plenty of attention from fair sex 


and matinee trade is hunky dory. 
Night patronage only so-so. How- 
ever, heading for pretty good $10,- 
000. Last week ‘After Thin Man’ 
(MG ), $13,000, big. 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 


| 25-35-40 )—‘Come and Get It’ (20th). 


No cast names that mean much to 


| the b.o. here, but picture favorably 


received; looks like good $9,000. Last 


| week ‘One in Million’ (20th), $10.- | 
| 000 in eight days, good. 


State ‘(Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 


| 40)—‘Here Comes Carter’ (WB) and 
| ‘Wanted: Jane Turner’ (RKO), dual. 


Combo not getting anywhere, and 
will do well to hit poor $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘All- 


American Chump’ (MG), dual, $3.- | 


000, poor. 

(Berger) (290; 15-25)— 
‘Everything Is Thunder’ (GB). Out 
of the poor $450 in four days. ‘Ex- 
Mrs. Bradford’ (RKQ), reissue, suc- 
ceeded. Last week, “Dead March’ 
(Sherman), $800. light. 


Uptewn (Publix) (1,200: 25-35)— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG). First nabe 
showing. Good $3,200 indicated. 
Last week ‘Reunion’ (20th), $3,000, 
| good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 


(3d wk). 
Undoubtedly set here for long stay: 
$4,000, very big. Last. week ‘Rem- 
brandt” (UA), $900, poor. 





|‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
“Man Who Lived Twice’ (Col), dual. 
Bing Crosby flicker moved here after 


(1,500: | 
| 15-25-40).—‘Plainsman’ (Par). Moved |*A G-Man’s Story’ (Ind), dual. Resur- 
(2.300: , here from the Rialto after a succes- | rected Crawford-Gable-Astaire opus 


| 30-40-65) — ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
|House having tough time of it despite 








(2d | 


‘H.0.’s Help ‘Plainsman’ 








a 


OF Man River Acting Up in Pitt, But 
~ Biz Okay; Million, $13,000 Smash 





(RKO) and ‘Half Angel’ (20th), dual, 
splitting with ‘Informer’ (RKO) and 
‘Kid Millions’ (UA), dual. Just get- 
ting by at $800. Last week ‘Shipmates 
Forever’ (FN) and ‘I Cover the 
Waterfront’ (UA), dual, splitting with 
‘Cynara’ (UA) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO), 
dual, $900, fair. 

Rialte (Fourth Ave) (3,000 15-25- 
40)—‘Girl from Paris’ (Par) and 
as Who Are About to Die’ (RKO), 
dual. 
okay considering bad weather and 
stiff opposition. Last week, ‘Plains- 
man’ (Par), big $8,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,500; 15-25- 


40).—‘Mind Your Own _ Business’ 
(Par) and ‘Crack-Up’ (20th), dual. 


Brace of fairly light pics, but pace 
holding steadily and should touch 
$3,600, okay. 


‘Gods Country, 
Little Ork Det.’'s 
Topper, $25,000 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 
Strikes or no strikes, houses are 





,doing oke by themselves currently. 
| Tops this week is ‘God's Country and | 
the Woman’ (WB), plus Little Jack 
Little, at the Michigan. 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
(Col) and 


bumper session at Fox, and combo 


|figures for good $5,400. Last week 
|oke $4,500 on 


‘Stowaway’ (20th), 
moved here from Fox, plus ‘Love 


Letters of Star’ (U). 


Dewntown (Indie) (2,400; 25-35 )— 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG), revival, plus 


doing oke $2,200. Fair $2,000 last ses- 


| sion on “4 Aces’ (Ind) and ‘Love and 
| Kisses’ (Ind), behind lot of ballyhoo 
|/on war pictures. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25).—|. Ps : : 
| ‘Cain and Mabel’ (WB) and ‘Can This | Great Guy’ (GN) and Ed Sullivan's 
| Be Dixie’ (20th), dual, splitting with 


Fox (Indie> (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Dawn Patrol’ unit. Good notices 
elping James Cagney flicker to nice 


$23,000. Beaucoup $34,000 last week 


|On ‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and 


Olsen-Johnson on stage. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2,000: 


(UA) 


good product; only $7,500 this week. 
N. s. g. $7,200 last week on ‘Winter- 
set’ (RKO). , 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—'God’s Country and the 
Woman’ (WB), with Little Jack 
Little on stage. House unexpectedly 
bounds back into real dough this 
session; okay $25,000. Off to $18,000 
last stanza on ‘Sing Me a Love Song’ 
(WB) and ‘American Pageant of 
Youth’ unit on stage. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) plus ‘Smart- 
est Girl in Town’ (RKO). Former 
film moved here from UA: house 
should get good $8400 currently. 
Normal $7,000 last week on second- 
run showing of ‘College Holiday’ 
(Par) and ‘General Spanky’ (MG). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘After Thin Man’ 
(MG). Duplicating b. o. of “Thin 
Man’ and near house record at wow 


| $19,000. Oke $9,500 last stanza on 


second session of ‘Plainsman’ 
after $17,000 first week. 


(Par) 





In Mont’l, Big $10,000 


Montreal, Jan. 19. 
Two main stemmers playing re- 
peats leave road open for better 
grosses for others and Capitol should 
top town with ‘Plainsman.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600: 50)— 


| “The Man Who Worked Miracles’ 


(Brit) and ‘Land Without Music’ 
(Brit). Likely $4,500, good. Last 
week’s repeat of ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) 
and ‘Man in Mirror’ (Regal) not so 
good at $3,000. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Lloyds of 
London’ (20th) (2nd wk). Holding 
up well with $8,000 in sight, good. 
Last week did very good $10,000. 

Capito! (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Plains- 
man’ (Par). This is piling them in 
and should gross big $10,000. Last 
week ‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (WB) 


and ‘Case of the Black Cat’ (WB) 
did fair $6.000. 

Leew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200: 60)— 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and ‘Holly- 
wood Follies’ unit. Should show 
good $12,000 gross. Last week 


‘Charlie Chan at the Opera’ (20th) 
and ‘Cuban Revels’ unit got nice 
$11,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Garden 
of Allah’ (UA) ‘and ‘Plot Thickens’ 


Will do around $6,200, plenty | 





| of class B pix 


-_" 











Pittsburgh, Jan. 19. 

Despite unseasonable weather, with 
plenty of rain and another fiood 
scare prevalent, week is holding up 
generally in excellent fashion. Week. 
end was actually best around here 
in some time, and a complete sur- 
prise. 

Smartest gross: of stanza looks set 


for ‘One in a Million.’ at Alvin, 
where Sonja Henie flicker, with 
swell getaway due to skate star's 


personal here a few days before plus 
rave notices shooting to perhaps new 
straight picture record. It’s a cinch 
to h. o. for at least another week. 
Disappointing, however, is ‘College 
Holiday’ at Penn, with even high- 
powered marquee unable to save it 
from doldrums. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-4090) — 
‘One in a Million’ (20th). Sonja 
Henie’s debut film gave Alvin its 
biggest opening in more than six 
months and practically a cinch to 
top $13.000, which is phenomenal 
here. With any kind of break. 
should go even above that and break 
house record for straight pix. Holds 


| over for second week and maybe a 


third. Last week, ‘White Hunter’ 
(20th) and ‘Sins of Children’ (GN) 
out after six days to poor $4,800. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750: 25-40) 
—Missing Girls’ (Chester) and 
‘Country Gentlemen’ (Rep). Couple 
doing all right for 
themselves here, much to every- 
body’s surprise. Heading for better 
than $4,000, which is by no means 
phenomenal but still better than any 
dual has doné at this spot all year. 
Last week ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) start- 
ed out for a second week, but 
dropped off and was pulled out after 
three days in h. o. session that got 
$2,000, giving pic about $7,000, okay, 
on the 10 days. 
~- Penn ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘College Holiday’ (Par). Cast 
hot-shots can’t redeem; doubtful of 
bettering mediocre $12,500. Last 
week ‘Camille’ (MG) a smash at 
$25,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘God’s Country and the Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Hollywood Hotel Revue.’ 
Color flicker being smartly sold; 
shouldn't have any trouble smack- 
ing out an okay $19,000. Last week. 
‘Mind Your Own Business’ (Par) and 
Benny Davis’ ‘Stardust Revue’ n.s.h. 
at $14,500, with Davis getting practi- 
cally all the credit for that. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Camille’ (MG). Brought here after 
week at Penn, second successive 


week for this sort of move, and stil] 
packing a healthy wallop. Should 
settle down to neat $8,250 and every- 
body’s happy. Last week ‘After Thin 
Man’ (MG) had plenty left on bal! 
after whacking record-breaking week 
at Penn and also gave Warner new 
house mark at $11,000. 


HENIE, $15,000, 
NICE IN BUFF. 





Buffalo, Jan. 39. 
Biz slipping currently, but takings 
still profitable all around. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55 )— 
‘One in Million’ (20th). Headed for 


okay $15,000. Last week, ‘Camille’ 
(MG), fine $17,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Wanted: Jane Turner’ (RKO) and 


‘King of Hockey’ (WB), dual. May 
get $7.500, good. Last week, ‘Ac- 
cusing Finger’ (Par) and ‘Down the 
Stretch’ (WB), dual, big $7,600. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Plainsman’ (Par). Headed _ [or 
$10,000, nice. Last week, ‘After Thin 
Man’ (MG) (2nd wk), switched here 
from the Buffalo, continued to excel- 
lent $11,400. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Sing 
Me Love Song’ (WB) and ‘Case of 
Black Cat’ (WB), dual. Average 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) 


and ‘All American Chump’ ‘(MG', 
dual, n.s.g. at $6,900. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Flying Hostess’ (U) and ‘Country 
Gentlemen’ (Rep), dual. May #0 
over $7,500 fair. Last week, ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ (Col) (2nd wk), 20' 


good $9,000. 





(Col) (24 wk). Still good for $7,000 
after an excellent $10,900 last wee’ 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)\—Club de Femmes.” Good 
$2,500. Last week, fourth repeat «! 
‘Les Deux Gosses,’ clicked for $2.00, 
very good. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2300. 34! 
—J’aime Toutes les Femmes @¢ 
‘Sept Hommes et une Femme. 
Should gross $4,000. Last week “AU 


Son des Guitares’ and ‘L’Enfant 
Paris’ got $3,500. 
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Weather Clear, B.0.’s Fast In Chi: 
‘Million’ Big $33,000; Woman’ with 


‘Scandals’ on 


Chicago, Jan. ‘19. 


Business throughout the loop is 
remarkably steady currently. Weath- 
er in Chicago has been excellent 
since the start of the winter, with 
the town clear of sleet or snow- 
storris, and even the usual intense 
cold has been absent. ; 

Couple of weeks were nipped a 
pit by a flu scare, but that has 
passed. Only inconvenience the 
scare caused was a ruling from the 
Board of Health prohibiting lobby 
holdouts of any kind. 

Despite lack of top names, ‘One in 
a Million’ is_garnernig plenty of 
prorits at the Chicago, where the ex- 
penses are being kept at a minimum 
this week. Over at the Palace there 
is plenty of expense, with George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ on the stage. but 
the house doesn’t have to worry. It 
should go into the black by a wide 
margin on the strong biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par). 





and doing well at $9,000. 
‘Banjo on My Knee’ (20th) finished 
second week to good $5,100. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘One in Million’ (20th) and stage 
show. Register rising to fine $33.000 
currently, with word-of-mouth help- 
ing. Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
finished second week to $25,600. good. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Man of Affairs’ (GB). George Ar- 
liss’ foreign-made doing just fair 
trade at $5,000. Last week ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ (Col) tucked away 
pleasant $8,300. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-45-55 )— 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and vaude. 
Hitting profitable figure, maybe 
$16,000. Last week Sophie Tucker 
topped the picture, ‘Hideaway Girl’ 
(Par), and garnered $21,000, excel- 
lent. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75)— 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and George 
White's ‘Scandals’ on stage. It’s 


strictiy the unit doing the biz, ‘Sean- 


dals’ having previously played the | 


town at $3.30 top. Upping the gross 
to above $30,000, big. Last week 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) took a sec- 
= week and managed fairish $16,- 

00. 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Lloyds’ (20th) (2d wk). Will 
go until this Saturday 
‘God’s Country and the Woman’ 
(WB) arrives. Current flicker will 
circle $11,000 for holdover week, 
after copping fine $17,800 last week. 

State-Lake (Jones) 2,700; 25-35- 
40)—Flying Hostess’ (U) and vaude. 
House steadying to fine $16,000 this 
week. Last week ‘Missing Girls’ (U) 
got $15,300, good. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘After Thin Man’ (MG) 
(d wk). Could stay many more 
weeks, but now scheduled to go Jan. 
26, when ‘Camille’ (MG) is due. Will 
hold to remarkable $15,000 currently, 
1 gai bang-up $20,700 last week 


Playhouse (Teitel) (600; 45-55-75) 
—Ecstasy’ (Cummings) (4th wk). 
Picture rales special mention be- 
cause of bang-up business it has been 
doing in this tiny house for the past 
three weeks. Hit $4,000 first week 
and has been hovering around $3.500 
weekly since then. Got publicity 
send-off and build-up by Dan Roche. 


Smart Girls’ Dig Only 
Fair $7,800 in Seattle 


Seattle, Jan. 19. 
Another first run showshop enters 
the local lists, Sterling Chain con- 
Verting its Colonial theatre into new 
Ow-priced dual first run. Vaude was 
Suddenly switched this week from 
the Music Hall to the Orpheum, its 
logical spot in the first place. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900: 27- 
37-42 ). “‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Luck- 
lest Girl’ (U), dual (3d wk.), going 
for $3.000. good. Last week, same 
film, $5,000, swell. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) 
32). ‘Old Hutch’ (MGM) and ‘Valiant 








S Word for Carrie’ (Par), dual. In- | 
week, | 


dicated $3.500, Last 
(oor Sworth’ (UA) and ‘Dimples’ 
-— dual, held nine days, $3,800, 
ep onial (Sterling) (850: 11-16-21) 

Liss’ (RKO) and ‘Everything Is 


good. 


Prunder’ (20th). dual. split with 
rapned by Television’ (Col) and 
uzboat Princess’ (Col ) dual. First 


a of first-runs and big $2,400 ex- 
pected. Last week. second-run policv. 


yng Avenue (Evergreen) (2.400: 
S=-bé = 


anticipated. 
Man’ (MG) 
$8200 okay. 
Liberty (J-vH) 


(2d wk.), 


Moved in here! 
after two big weeks at the Chicago | 
Last week | 


(23), when | 


(1.800: 21-| 


Last week. ‘After Thin | Hockey’ 
nine days. | ford’ (RKO). 


(1.900; 27-37-42) 


Stage Sock $30,000 





paper and radio campaign, headed 
for big $8,000. Last week, ‘Pennies 
From Heaven’ (Col) and ‘North of 
Nome’ (Col), dual (3rd wk.), $3,400, 
nice. 

Musie Box (Hamrick) (900: 58-87- 
| 1.15). ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). 
toadshowing here to slow $3.200. 
Last week, ‘College Holiday’ (Par) 
and ‘Chan at Opera’ (20th), dual, 
$2.100. bad. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.300: 27- 
*5-42). ‘One in a Million’ (20th) and 
‘Smart Blonde’ (WB). dual. Moved 
from Orpheum for four days: big 
53.000 exvected. First week for house 
with straight pix. Last week, ‘Jun- 
sle Princess’ (Par) and ‘Wanted. 
ae Turner’ (RKO), dual, $2,400, 
SIOW. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.700: 27-37). 
‘Sing Me Love Song’ (FM) and 
Weaver Bros. on stage. Switch of 
vaude to this house okay: headed 
fer big $9.000. Last week, ‘One in 
Million’ (20th) and ‘Smart Blonde’ 
(WB). in 11 days, got terrific $13,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450: 16-27- 
| 37). ‘Happy Go Lucky’ (Rep) and 
vaude Okay $4.000 in sight. 








veude. $4,300, big. 


‘Come and Get It’ (UA). Pace is 
strong and will guide it to about 
$2,800, nice going. Last week ‘Three 


heavy winner at $2.700 in spite of 
ice and snow. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25-35)—‘Night Waitress’ (RKO) plus 
‘Yacht Club Revue’ on stage. Sec- 
ond half is dual, ‘We Who Are About 
to Die’ (RKO) and ‘Once a Doctor’ 
(WB). After good $3.000. Last week 





‘Garden of Allah’ (UA). Big news- | 


Last | 
weék, ‘Son Comes Home’ (Par) and | 


‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO? and ‘Parisian 
| Nights’ unit on stage. split with 
|*“Make Way for a Lady’ (RKO) plus 
|‘White Hunter’ (20th). found weather 
jan obstacle: only $2,309. 
| Stwart (LTC? (1.909: 10-25-40)— 
\‘Golddisgers’ (WB). Past few with 
| this title have been anti-b.o., but this 
one will do around averave or better: 


Smart Girls’ (U) made the house a | 





indicates $3,200 tale Last week 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) was truly a 
| desert scene as far as being produc- 
itive at the eash count Slumped | 
ito $2.50%. bad. 

Varsity (Westland) (1.100: 10-15- 


25-35)—‘Woman Alone’ (GB) May 
come up to $1,100. about averave 
Last week City Mana“er Milt Over- 
man’s noble experiment of holding 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) a second week be- 
cause nobody came t* °*e it the first 
week was sad. Only $690 





ST. L. GOLD, 
$17,300 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106: 27- | 


| 37-42) ‘That Girl From 


Paris’ | 


| (RKO) and ‘Mind Your Own Busi- | 


ness’ (Par), dual. 
nected. Last 
River’ 
(U), dual, $5,300, okay. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-32). 
| ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Don’t 
Turn ’Em Loose’ (RKO), dual. Combo 
| *ettine big $3,000. Last week. ‘Mid- 
; summer Nisht’s Dream’ (WB) and 
‘Girl on Front Page’ (U), dual, 
| $2.100, moderate. 


Fair $5.000 ex- 
week. ‘Rainbow on 





OKE $8,000, 
DENVER 


——____. 


Denver, ‘Jan. 19. 

For the first time in months, no 
film will be held over at end cur- 
rent week. 

Orpheum dual doing well, ‘Camille’ 
drawing women and ‘Mad Holiday’ 
doing same for men. ‘Great Guy’ is 
doing above average at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Golddiggers of 1937’ (FN). Follow- 
ing a week at the Denver, doing fair 
$2,500 here. Last week ‘Garden of 
Allah’ (UA), was good at $3,000, and 
pic sent to Broadway for three more 
days. It had already played the 
Denver for a week. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Garden of Allah’ (UA), split 


Drawing nice $2,000. Last week 
‘Banjo on My Knee’ (20th) did nice 
$2,000, following week at the Alad- 


din. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Tapering off to fair $4,700. Last 
week same pic was strong at $7,000 
in second week. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN) 
and Major Bowes amateurs on stage. 
Drawing big $12,000. Last week 
‘Golddiggers of 1937’ (FN) top of 
town at $11,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Camille’ (MG) and ‘Mad Holiday’ 
(MG). Combo okay for both genders 
and doing okay $8,000. Last week, 
second for ‘After the Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘General Spanky’ (MG), 
dual, did nice $6,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Case of 
the Black Cat’ (FN), dual. Good 
$4,000 in sight for this combo. Last 
week ‘White Hunter’ (20th) and ‘Be- 
loved Vagabond’ (Col) got nice 
| $3,000. 


‘Come Get It’s’ $2,800 








Lincoln, Jan. 19. 
‘Come and Get It’ is under full 
| steam at the Liicoln. Should get 
| okay $2,800. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
|‘Pinto Rustlers’ (Reliable) plus 
| ‘Night at the Opera’ (MG), split with 
|‘Crackup’ (20th) and ‘Taming the 
Wild’ (Victory). Week likely to get 
$900, not bad. Last week ‘Cavalcade 


mete” ‘es ‘3 Smart Girls’ (U) and!of the West’ (Diver) plus ‘Bohemiaa 
"ara (nd), dual. Only fair $7800 | Girl’ 


(MG), split with ‘King of 
(WB) and ‘Ex-Mrs. Brad- 
Came out with $800, 
good for the nipping temp outside, 


Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)—, 


(RKO) and ‘Flying Hostess’ | 


with ‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col). 


} St. Louis, Jan. 19. 

|. Temperature here is down, but biz 
is up and ‘Gold Diggers’ plus stage 
show at Ambassador is headed for 
first p~'‘ace in current b.o. derby. 
Loew's, with a dualer, ‘Garden of 
Allah’ and ‘Gay Desperado,’ will be 
close second with rest of field trail- 
ing. 

Biggest surprise in town is pickup 
in b.o. activity at Missouri, where 
grosses are gaining weekly. House 
now playing duals, pix coming from 


. 9 Fox and Ambassador, sister houses. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—Gold Diggers’ (WB) and stage 
show. Set for $17,500, fine. Last 
week ‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) and 
stage show, finished with $16,500, 
satisfactory. 

Fox (F&M) (5,038: 25-35-55)— 
‘Plough and the Stars’ (RKO) and 
‘Woman Wise’ (20th), dual. Won’t do 
more than ordinary $11,000. Last 
week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) and shorts, 
collected $16,300, good. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) and ‘Gay 
Desperado’ (UA), dual. 
and will make good. $16,000 with 
ease. Last week ‘After the Thin Man’ 
(MG) (2d week), very satisfactory 
$11,200. 


‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Girl From 
Paris’ (RKO). Biz on upgrade here, 
and this dualer should get $13,500, 
fine. Last week ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
(U) and ‘One in a Million’ (20th) 
(both 2d run), ended with $13,000, 
okay. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Charlie Chan at the Opera’ (20th) 
and stage show. Headed for $8,500, 
big. Last week ‘Jane Turner’ (RKO) 
(2d run) and stage show, finished 
with $7,500, better than average. 


DIGGERS STRIKE 


Fine start | 


| 
Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-35-55 )— | 


B'way Hillbillies Like Plainsman’ 
$59,000 Worth; ‘Lloyds’ 90& Holds; 
‘Black Legion Disappoinis, Siate 315 


After a= slight 
downtown New 
back in action. Three strong hold- 
overs and the popular-priced run of 


post-holiday 


‘Lloyds of London,’ fresh from a $2 | 
run at the Astor, are vieing for lion’s 


share, of the coin, with “The Plains- 
man,’ one of the week's new ones. 
The second-run State, with ‘Garder 
of Allah’ and Milton Berle. also has 
the ticket register tripping a light 
fantastic 

‘Plainsman.” aided by the Ray 
Noble band and Sheila Barrett in 
person, is the outstander on its first 
week, ending last night (Tues.). By 
a slight increase in prices to 99c. 
Saturdays and Sundays: 25c to 12 
noon instead of 1 p.m.; 35c instead of 
25c Saturdays from opening to 1, and 
40c instead of 25c Sundays from 12 
to 1 p. m., the house establishes a 
new high of $59,000 under the pres- 
ent policy. Management-is planning 
to hold ‘Plainsman’ three weeks. 

‘Men Are Not Gods,’ in snite of a 
bad press, will get about $26,000 for 
the Rivoli on the week. It is runnin? 
smartly ahead of the Strand’s ‘Black 
Legion, which never got started 
right, and looks this side of $20,000, 
very disappointing, in view of the 
notices. ‘Gods’ goes a second week, 
as dees ‘Legion,’ regardless of its first 
week’s lame pace. 


(30). 


thus far hasn’t been getting the 


women 
The Sunday all-day rain was some- 


what surprising in its effects. hurt- | 
| ‘Under 


ing some houses considerably but not 
others. Both the Par and Roxy had 
normal Sundays, with the business 
only slightly under that of Saturday. 
Music Hall, also, dipped less than 


might have been expected, with re- ‘Men Are Not Gods’ (UA). 


| pretty well considering bad notices, 


sult ‘Lloyds’ will get around $90,000 
on the week and holds a second. At 
the Capitol, where “Thin Man’ is in 
its fourth week, the Sunday weather 
hurt very noticeably, yet picture 
ought to end up at a sturdy $22,000. 
‘Camille’ opens Friday (22). 

As remarkable as the “Thin Man’ 


holdover is the Sonja Henie debuter, | 


‘One in a Million,’ at the Roxy. Its 
third (final) week is suggestive of 
$33,000, which for a 22-day run 
means over $155,000 in gross. The 
other holdover that can take it is 
| ‘Great Guy’ at the Criterion. Cagney 
starrer will probably reach to $12,000 
(or over on its current (3d) week and 


| goes a fourth. 

State’s ‘Allah’-Milton Berle com- 
bination is pilimg’em in for a $34,000 
| week, close to the figure of $36,000 
at which Berle would be getting a 
split of the excess. 
| Astor, now dark, will reopen Feb. 8 
| with ‘Good Earth,’ premiere of which 
| has been delayed by retakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.00) 
—‘Good Earth’ (MG) comes in Feb. 
8 if print is back by that time, fol- 
lowing retakes on the Coast. Premiere 
on the Coast, at the “arthay Circle, 
is set tentatively for Jan. 29. That 
may be postponed also. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 














Cleveland, Jan. 19. 
April rain every other day, fol- 
lowed by May-like breezes, upset- 
ting all winter business. Cold snap 


end. 

Some grosses still above average. 
Jane Withers in person opposite 
‘Plot Thickens’ putting Palace in 
gravy. 
State, but not so good at that. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1.200; 
20-30-35 )\—‘Country Gentleman’ (Re- 
pub) and ‘Women Are_ Trouble’ 
(Metro) (dual). Olsen and Johnson 





Nice in So-So I incoln | in former giving bill a good play, 
A 


$2,800, due to recent stage appear- 
ance here. Last week ‘Man Who 
Lived Twice’ (Col) and ‘Mr. Cin- 
derella’ (MG), dual. got fair $1,600. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 25-40)- 
‘White Hunter’ (20th). Penciled in 
against a lot of competition, but 


smart ballyhoo offsetting  cricks’ 
raps for $7,500, good. Last week 


‘One Way Passage’ (WB) (reissue) 
proved that some dated classics can't 
stand revivals. This one suffered. 
hooking less than poor $5,000 
Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900: 15- 
35)—“Mr. Deeds’ (Col) (2d run). A 
natural for nabe trade. $3,000, with 





house wisely not dualing it Last 
week ‘Love and Kisses’ (Tel) and 


was a slight b.o. bracer over week | 


‘Camille’ is second-best at 


It’s Spring in Cleve., But B.0.'s Arent 
Singing; ‘Camille,’ $20,000, Only Fate s<"(:.3°'> Sutin si 


‘Accusing Finger’ (Par), dual, were 
pushed to earn weak $2,500. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘One in a Million’ (20th-Fox). Sonja 
Henie’s rep and popularity of ice- 
skating here are great. builder- 


uppers. Rates about $18,700. excel- 
| lent. Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(WB), $13,500, disappointing, indi- 


cating either the series is wearing 
out or that the Blondell-Powell mar- 
riage hurt their b.o. following. 
Palace (RKO) (3.200: 30-60)— 
| ‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO) and Jane 
Withers in person. Juve star is a 
landslider, cracking theatre’s Sunday 
record by drawing 9,000 attendance. 
Fine notices, no cop trouble, head- 
ing for grand $23,000 at least. “Three 
Smart Girls’ (Col) with Eleanor 
Holm-Art Jarrett in vaude last week, 


too weak to be worth more than | 
$16.500. 
State (Loew’s) (3.450: 35-40-55 )— 


‘Camille’ (Metro). Garbo and Tay- 
lor sure-fire enough, although ve- 
hicle is creaky and audiences howl 
|} at pash scenes supposed to be se- 
rious; $20,000 will be much lower 
than expected. Last week ‘Garden 
of Allah’ (UA) at poor $14,500. was 
just a sandstorm that got into the 
boys hair. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1.872: 25-35) 
‘After Thin Man’ (Metro). Here for 
a third stanza, after shift from State 
and still going like blazes at 39.500 
‘Last week (2d). big $11,500 


| 60-85-99-31.65 )—‘ Lloyds’ 


Rivoli is bringing | 
in ‘You Only Live Once’ Saturday | 
‘Legion’ is getting its best play | 
when shorter prices are in effect and | 


lull. | ‘Thin Man’ (MG) (4th-final wee!:). 
York theatres are! Weare tu gu2vuy last week (3u) avd 


Wilt De a sturdy yec.0UU oa tre coc- 
s@Me-ual (40h) Wee... @ lioness run 
sArvuga the holidays that nas been 
nighly profitable. ‘Camille’ (MG) 
bu./s in #rriday (22). 

Criterion (1,60.; 25-40-55)—‘Creat 


Guy’ tGN) (3d week). Holding 
iirmily, probably $12.09) or above, 
ana yoes a 10u.th lap. The second 


weck was $14,000. 
(Go)? follows. 

Palace (1,/00; 25-55-55) ‘Gold 
Digze (Woe) (Ist run) and ‘Fugi- 
tive in the Sky’ (WB) (lst run), 
doubled. Doing fairly, about $9.00. 
Last week’s brother-and-sisier bill 
ot ‘Stowaway’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Smart Blonde’ (20ih) (ist run), un- 
der $8,000. 

Paramount (3,604; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Plainsman’ (Par) and, in pit, Ray 
Noble orchestra and Sheila Barrett. 
An outstanding smash, $59,000 on the 
first week, ending last nigui (Tues.), 
hishest under present policy. Holds 
for three weeks, under plans. The 
third week of ‘College Holiday’ 
(Par) and Mario Braggiotti orches- 
tra (lst week). was $18,000. a dan- 
gerous holdover. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.989: 40- 
(20th) (2d 
run) and stage show. Clicking nicely, 
about $90,000 on the week and re- 
mains a second. Last week, second 
for ‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO). $58.599, 
jitters. after a sock $111,000 on its 
first lap. 

Rialte (750: 25-40-55)—‘Hideaway 
Girl’ (Par). Finished its week Mon- 
day night (18) at $8,000, fair. with 
Cover of Night’ (MG) 
brought in yesterday morning 
(Tues.). ‘We Who Are About to Die’ 
(RKO), in ahead, went 11 days, 
$11,000, good. 

Rivoli (2,092: 


"Mian of Afiairs’ 


25-55-75-85-99) — 
Doing 


$26,000 on the first week and holds. 
Final (3d) week of ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA) was $15,000, clearing. ‘You 
Only Live Once’ (UA) opens Satur- 
day (30). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75 )—‘One in 
| Million’ (20th) and Leon Errol unit 
(3d week). An excellent b.o. attrac- 
tion, $33,000 or better on current 
(3d-final) week. The second week 
was $42,600, which makes it over 
$155,000 on a 22-day run. ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) and Borrah Minne- 
vitch on stage opens Friday (22), 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) — ‘Black 
Legion’ (WB). Reviews very good, 
| but business disappointing and a 
surprise if getting up to $20,000. 
Goes second week, however. Last 
week ‘God’s Country and the Wo- 
man’ (WB) under $12,000. poor. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Garden of 
Allah’ (UA) (2d run) and vaude, 
headed by Milton Berle and Bert 
Frohman. Combination of screen 
and stage lure means around $34.000 
on the week, very good. Last week 
‘Go West. Young Man’ (Par) (9d 
run) and ‘Fats’ Waller orchestra, 
$22,000, mildish.- . 





Marcus Unit Hypos ‘Doc’ 
In Indpls. to $12,000 


Indianapolis, Jan. 19. 
A. B. Marcus seems to be magic at 
the box office in this town. On 
fourth engagement here in two vears 
he is doing smashing business with 
his ‘Revue Continental’ at the vaud- 





| Circle 
| ‘Winterset’ (RKO) dualled with ‘Rac- 
ling Lady’ (RKO). 


film Lyric. Only real competitor he 
week in the downtown 


|and floods are not 
houses down. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25-40) 
—One in a Million’ (20th). Aided 
by national ads, this one is headed 
for delightful $7,500. Last week 


slowing these 


| ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) was okay at 


$4,500. 
(Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 


Former picture 
stressed in campaign, but take is 
_drab at $4,000. Last week, second for 
‘Plainsman’ (Par), was fair at $3,750. 
Indiana (Monarch) (3.100: 25-40)— 
|‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) dualled 
| with ‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO). Former 
| film occupies all space in ads. Take 
'bad at $3.500 and house is expected 
| to go dark again Thursday (21) after 
| four feeble weeks. 
| Loew’s (Loew) (2,600: 25-40)— 
i Thin Man’ (MG). Brought back for 
return run of four days. Biz good 
lat $4,100. Being replaced today 
(Tuesday) by road show engagement 
for three days of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(MG). Advance sale indicates good 
gross Of $8,500 with $1.10 seale. Last 
week dual of ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) 
and ‘Come Closer Folks’ (Col), got 
moderate $5,700 


Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Once a Doctor’ (WB) and Marcus 
{revue on stage Latter deserves all 
credit for swell business Never 
misses here and is striding toward 
a socko $12.000. Last week ‘Chan at 
| Opera’ (20th) ond ‘Follies d'Amour’ 
i stage unit rod at SA. 750 
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Cincy Wants Bard 


Alive: ‘Pomeo NG. 


At $11,000, But Howard’s Hamlet’ Ckay 


Cincinnati, Jan. 19. 
Sharp rise in patronage of prin- 


cipal pix parlors this week. ‘Ca- 

mille’ is a trifle in front of “The 

Plainsman’ for b.o. laurels. 
Tvro-a-day showings of ‘Romeo 


and Juliet’ at advanced prices is a 
no-dicer in this burg. Personal of 


Leslie Howard in ‘Hamlet’ at the in- | 


die Taft theatre during last half of 
last week, drawing banner $11,500 on 


four performances at $2.50 top, was | 


tough opposish for ‘Romeo’ pic, in- 


dicating that for this town the flesh | 
of- | 


is the thing in 
ferings. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Camille’ (MG). 
$16,000. Last week ‘One in a Mil- 
lion’ (20th), $17,000, excellent. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-83-$1.10). 


Shakespearean 


‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Road- 
show pic engagements have long 
since lost favor with natives. Cheap 


seats are selling okay, but not so the 
main floor tickets. Ordinary at 
$11.000. Last week ‘Thin Man’ (MG) 
(2d run), $7.500, socko. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Man Who Lived Again’ (GB) and 
‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), _ split. 


Hefty $2,500. Last week a smackeroo |: 


$3,000 on ‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) and 
‘Mad Holiday’ (MG), split. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Thin Man’ (MG) (3d run). Lotsa 
zip at $4,500. Last week ‘Banjo on 
My Knee’ (20th), second run and 
thitd downtown week, $2,800, okay. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN). High and hand- 
some at $8,500, warranting second 
week. Last week ‘Mind Your Own 
Business’ (Par), $3,500, poor. _ 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)—‘One 
in a Million’ (20th) (2d run). Big- 
gest take for some time, $6.500. Last 


week ‘College Holiday’ (Par) (2d 
run), $4,000, slow. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 


‘Plainsman’ (Par). Beaucoup strong 
at $15,000. Last week ‘Girl from 
Paris’ (RKO), $7,500, sad. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 40-60)— 
‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Riviera 
Follies’ unit. Limp at $10,000. Last 
week ‘Charlie Chan at Opera’ (20th) 
and ‘Mardi Gras’ unit, $9,000, poor. 

Strand (Ind) (1,300; 15-25)—Tar- 
zan Escapes’ (MG), ‘Our Relations’ 
(MG) and ‘Dimples’ (20th). Above 
average at $1,900. Last week ‘Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream’ (WB) and 
‘Libeled Lady’ (MG), $1,700, okay. 


‘CAMITE’ AT $25,000 
TOPS STRONG PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 19. 

Attendance in the downtown film 
houses jumping considerably this 
week, with the Taylor-Garbo ‘Camille’ 
at the Boyd, ‘The Girl from Paris 
at the Fox, which has stage shows 
back, and the Earle, which has been 
doing well since getting vaude back. 

‘Camille’> got corking notices and 
will assuredly do better than the last 
few Garbo pix. Two weeks certain 
and a third possible. 








Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65).—Wings of 
the Morning’ (20th). A weak sister. 
One week only and that won't be 
over poor $4,500. Last week, ‘Beloved 
Enemy’ (UA) (2d wk), got very nice 


$12.000. 
Arcadia (600; 25-40-50).—'Great 
Guy’ (GN). Second week promises 


fine $2,700, still above house average. 
First week was red-hot $4,500. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55). — ‘Camille’ 
(MG). First week, ending tonight 
(Tuesday), will be robust $25.000, 
with rains hurting. ‘After Thin 
Man’ (MG) got swell $15,000 in third 

. week. 

Earle (2.000; 25-40-55).—‘Crack Up’ 
(20th) and vaude. ‘Your Hit Parade’ 
unit on stage; doing okay $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Smartest Girl in Town’ 
(RKO) and vaude (N.T.G. unit), 
strong $16.500. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Girl from 
Paris’ (RKO) and stage show. Flesh 
entertainment back and biz fine, 
$17,500. Last week, ‘College Holiday’ 
(Par) (2d wk), got good $14,500. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40). —- ‘Be- 
loved Enemy’ (UA) (2d run). Look- 
ing for hot $4,200. Last week, ‘Be- 
loved Vagabond’ (Col), poorish 
2 


500. 

Keith’s (2,000: 30-40-50).—‘After the 
Thin Man’ (MG) (2d run). Fine 
$3.400 seen. Last week, ‘One in a 
Million’ (20th) (2d run), fairly good 


$2.500. . ; 
Stanley (3,700; 40-55).—‘Plainsman 
(Par) (2d wk). Picked up well, 
should get $14,500. First week's 
$18,000 was unexpectedly strong. 
Stanton (1.700: 30-40-50).—Smart 
Blonde’ (20th). Fair $5,000 exvected. 
Last week, ‘Wanted. Jane Turner’ 
(RKO), weakish $4,800. 


Important money, | 





Taylor He'zing Garbo 


E’-mingham, Jan. 19. 


| Garbo and Teylor on menu this 
week, but woods are not going to 


be set on fire. Town likes Garbo | 
only moderaiely well, but fond of 
Taylor. Othcr houses not doing any 


too well this week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Alabama _ (Wilby-Kincey) 
30-35-40 )—‘Carm le’ (GM). 
| deep, but should get moderate $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Stowaway’ (20th), got 

| $7,700, good. 


dora Goes Wild’ (Col.) Ranks nicely 
but that two-bit scale holding down 
gross, $2,090, fair. Last week ‘More 
Than a Secretary’ (Col), great at 
$2,500 and moved to Galax for sec- 
ond week, were it will get around 
$1,500. 

Ritz (Wilby-Kincey (1,600; 25-30). 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par). Around 
$2,400, fair. 
| (RKO) got $3.400, good. 
| Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) 
30-40)—“Mind Your Own Business’ 
and ‘All-Star Revue’ until produced 
by Sally Rand, but minus the ban- 
ner. House during the three days 
it operates each week continues to 
do pretty good. This-week the take 
is around $3.500. fair. Last week, 
‘Love Letters of a Star’ (U) and 
‘Parlez Vous Paree’ on stage, $4,300, 
good. 

Strang (Wilby-Kincey (800; 25). 
‘General Spanky’ (Ind). Given good 
campaign, but will get only fair 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Harvester’ (Re- 
pub), $1,100, poor. 


Thaw Helps K.C. 
B.0.'s, But ‘Paris 
Only Fair $7,500 


Kansas City, Jan. 19. 
Letup in icy weather is thawing 
wickets currently, but not much 
above average. 














DeMille’s 
‘Plainsman’ fooled the wiseacres at 
the Stanley and after a very slow 
start began to gather momentum, 
with second week likely to be as 
good, if not better, than the first. 
Cagney’s ‘Great Guy’ still hot at 
Arcadia, with third week in prospect. 


‘Pennies from Heaven,’ dualled at 
Midland, getting healthy play. Beau- 
coup tie-ups and paper. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO). Last Pons’ 
pic a year ago had house doing nip- 
ups to hang on to its shirt. Oakie 
may drag some as he’s b. o. here. 
Probable $7,500, fair. 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), $11,000, fine 
considering weather. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
—‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and 
‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), dual. Draw- 
ing better night trade than mat; $16,- 
500, clicko mazuma. Last week 
‘Allah’ (UA) and ‘Sinner Take All’ 
(MG), $10,200; n.s.g. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 





25-40 )— 


7 


In Brn. Fair $7,000 


(2,800; | 
A bit too | 


Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25—‘Theo- | 


Lost week ‘Winterset’ | 


(2,300: | 


PECTORE GROSSES 

















National Ist Runs 





WARNER BROS. 


‘Once a Doctor,’ Anderson, 
L’ville, Jan. 22; Par, Cheyenne, 
22; Eckel, Sy’cuse, 22;° Col, 
Akron, 23. 

‘Black Legion,’ Branford, 
Newark, 22; Embassy, Easton, 
22; Lyric, Ind’apolis, 22; Chief, 
Colo, Spgs, 26. 

PARAMOUNT 


‘Champagne Waltz,’ Denham, 
Denver, 26 and Feb, 4; Chi, Chi, 
29 and Feb. 5: Mainst, K. C., 29; 
Minn, Mpls, 29. 


‘Maid of Salem,’ Denham, 
'1 Denver, Feb. 5 and 12; Chi, 
Chi, 19. 
‘Bulldog Drummond Escapes,’ 
State, Det, Jan. 21; Denham, 
Denver, Feb. 19. 


UNITED ARTISTS 
‘You Only Live Once,’ Keith's, 
Wash, Jan. 29; Circle, Ind’apolis, 


Feb. 5; Alvsee; Prov, 12; Em- 
bassy, Reading, 26. 
‘Beloved Enemy,’ Albee, 


Cincy, Jan. 22; Cap, Salt Lake, 
23; H’wood and Downt’n, 28; 
State and Orph, Bos, 29; War- 
ner, M’waukee, 29; Cap, Wash, 
29; UA, Chi, Feb. 11; Penn, Pitt, 
ib ® 

‘Garden of Allah,’ Roxy, Ta- 
coma, 22; Orph, Madison, 22; 
Orph, Mpls, 29; Valentine, To- 
ledo, 29; Carolina, Charl'te, 
Feb. 8. 

‘Rembrandt,’ 
Loew’s, S. C., 
Lake, Feb. 4. 

‘Come and Get It,’ Par, Des 
M, 22; Orph, Madison, 27; Orph, 
St. P, Feb. 5. 

UNIVERSAL 

‘Three Smart Girls,’ Strand, 
ABany, 21; Tivoli, Chat’nooga, 
21; Roxy, N. Y., 22; Stanley, 
Philly, 22; Pal, Chi, 22; Crit, 
Oklahoma C, 22; Col, Akron, 23; 
State, Cedar R, 23; Granada, 
Sioux F, 28; Denver, Denver, 28; 
Maj, Houston, 29; Cap, Mon- 
treal, 29; adams, Det, 29; Pal, 
Wichita, 29; Cap, Trent’n, 29; 
Fox, Joplin, 29; Garrick, Du- 
luth, 30. 

‘Flying Hostess,’ Pantages, 
B’ham, 23; Col, Dayton, 29; Cap, 
Quebec, Feb. 5; Dallas, 24. 

‘Mysterious Crossing,’ Pal, Ft. 
Wayne, 21; Strand, L’ville, 22; 
Adams, Det, 29; State, Dayton, 
Feb. 9; Granada, Hamilto:, 15. 


Apollo, Chi, 22; 
22; Orph, Salt 











‘Rainbow on the River’ (RKO). Kid 
trade nice, but. won’t boost $6,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Great Guy’ (GN), 
$6,800, so-so. 

Tower (Rewot-Fox) (2,200; 35)— 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and vaude. 
New seats and carpet installed here, 
with about $18,000 to be spent on re- 
habilitation program and should help 
plenty. Current week hitting at 
good $7,000 clip. Last week ‘Chan at 
Opera’ (20th) and vaude hit slim 


Uptown (Fox) (2,030; 55-83-$1.10) 
—Romeo and Juliet? (MG). Metro 
product roadshowing here on a 35- 
65c basis. Set for four days starting 
Monday (18), with good advance sale. 
Pic out Thursday, making way for 
second run of “Three Smart Girls’ 
(U). Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
el ead had a tough 10 days, $4,500, 
n.s.h, 


Last week | $5,600 

















Inaug. Hypos Wash.; ‘Million, Velez, 
Weismutller, 356; 


‘dec, Vande, 17,6 





Washington, Jan. 19. 

Mobs of inaugural visitors will 
keep every house well in the black 
this week regardless of the offering. 

Capitol, town’s largest showplace, 
is making direct bid for inaugural 
trade with Lupe Velez and Johnny 
Weismuller heading stage show. 
Loew interests also put repeats of 
‘After the Thin Man’ and ‘Camille’ in 
two straight pic houses to catch the 
yokels. 

Belasco is definitely through, 
Matty Radin having given up lease, 
and house reverting back to Shu- 
berts after two-year try at foreign 
films and revivals. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘One in a Million’ (20th) and vaude. 
Plenty interest in Sonja Henie, plus 
Lupe Velez and Weismuller heading 
vaude show, getting the visitors for 
probably smash $35,000. Last week 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) and Salici 
Puppets got $23,000, good. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Camille’ (MG) (2d run). Had two 
weeks.on mainstem, but the tourists 
giving it nice $5,000. Last week 





‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d run), nice 
$4,500. 

.Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—‘More Than Secretary’ (Col.) and 
/vaude. Benny Davis revue helping 
toward good $17,500. Last week ‘Sing 
Me Love Song’ (WB), just got by 
with $14,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 25-35-60)— 
‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO). Critics 
going for it as another ‘Informer,’ 
which is helping toward good $11,- 
-000. Last week ‘Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) (2d week), $7,000, good. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40) —‘One Way 
Passage’ (WB) (re-issue). General 
windfall should give this one fair 
$4,200. Last week ‘Jungle Princess’ 
(Par) hit. nice $6,000. . 

Palace (Loew) (2.363: 25-35-60)— 
‘After Thin Man’ (MG) (2d run). In 
straight pic house after breaking 
records in one stanza at Capitol and 
should pull good $15,000. Last-week 
sae Holiday’ (Par) satisfactory 


Rialto (Indie) (1.100; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘Horsefeathers’ (MG) (revival) and 
‘First World War.’ With Belasco, 
spot’s chief opposition, folded and 
inaugurel crowds overflowing to side 
streets, this house should see good 
$2,600. Last week ‘It Happened One 
Night’ (Col) (revival), oke $2,100. 
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Friscoites Don't Mind Drs., So Pic Biz 
Good Despite Flu; Cagney Big $19,500 





Cagney, $9,000, Het 
In Prov.; ‘Allah’ 136 


Providence, Jan. 19. 
Although there are no particularly 





| fetching programs this week, busi- 


;ness seems to be okay. One hold- 
| over, ‘Plainsman’ at the Strand, and 


|even there 


the pace is nothing to 


sneeze at. 


at Albee 


| slated for second place. 


|}at Trouble’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Laughing 
(20th) and vaude. 
phasis seems to be on the variety 


Em- | 





| 


Topper looks like ‘Allah’ | 
| at Loew’s, with ‘Great Guy’ 


| 


| 


San Francisco, Jan. 19. 

What with health officers, doctors 
and druggists advising people to 
stay away from crowds in order to 
avoid colds and flu, which seem to 
be spreading here, theatre ops should 
be going around with long faces. In 
spite of the drawbacks, however, pix 
are doing okay. ‘Garden of. Allzh’ 
at the United Artists, and ‘Camille’ 
at the Warfield both are plenty hot. 

Technicolor has a second tinter on 
Market street in ‘God’s Country and 
the Woman,’ which looks like a win- 
ner at the Paramount. Opening of 
‘Three Smart Girls’ at the Orpheum 
was disappointing. 


Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512: 30- 


| show this week; spot should garner | 35-40)—‘That Girl from Paris’ (RKO) 


iclose to $7,000 for better than 
average week. Last week ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (WB) was also up 





| 
| 
| 


| 





high brackets at $7,400. 
Loew’s State (3,200; 


(Col). 


15-25-40)— | the Golden Gate. 
‘Aliah’ (UA) and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ | bow 


and ‘Yellow Cargo’ (GN) (3d week). 
Lily Pons and cast of comics in RKO 


in the | picture should give this house nice 


$4,000 after excellent two weeks at 
Last week ‘Rain- 
River’ (RKO) and 


on the 


Divided comment precludes | ‘Everything Is Thunder’ (GB) did 


any real kill, but pace is strong | fair $2,000 in third stanza. 


enough to bring gross up around 
$13,000, nice. 
(MG) wasn’t strong in second week, 
$7,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 
‘Love Song’ (WB) and 


Last week ‘Camille’ | Actor the Thin Man’ (MG) and ‘King 


15-25-40 )— | \ NZ. 
‘Polo Joe’ | good $16,000 anticipated after record- 


(WB). House anticipates around $7,- | > 
|600, not bad. Last week ‘One in a/|Tific at $28,000. 
| Million’ (20th) was surprise, with | 


gross sprinting to $11,500, great. 

RKO Albee = (2,300; 15-25-40)— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Flying Host- 
ess’ (U). Cagney responsible for 
swell $9,000 pace. Last week ‘Girl 
from Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Mysterious 
Crossing’ (U) was another dandy at 
$8,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2d wk). Off to a 
good start and six-day run should 
bring no less than $6,800. Last week, 
same pic led town with $12,300, big. 


Millon, Waring 
Mean Big $50,000 





In Okay Hub Biz 





Boston, Jan. 19. 
Every indication of $50,000 for the 
Met this week with hot combination 
of ‘One in a Million’ and Fred War- 
ing and his Pennsylvanians. Combo 
will run away with the rest of the 
town. ; 


Heaviest opposish is RKO Boston, 
with ‘Luckiest Girl in the World’ 
and stage show featuring Sally 
Rand and Benny Fields, which will 
probably land close to $30,000. Town 
as a whole last week took it on the 
chin with plenty of warm rain and 
humidity, but flu less in evidence 
than rest of country. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-76)— 
‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) and stage show 
with Sally Rand and Benny Fields. 
Looks to hit swell $30,000. Last week 
$22,500 for ‘Wanted: Jane Turner’ 
(RKO) and vaude. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—Plainsman’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Easy to Take’ (Par) (1st run) dual. 
Certain of $8,000, good. Last week 
fair at $6,300 with ‘College Holiday’ 
(Par) and ‘Let’s Make a Million’ 
(Par), dual. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
35-55)—Three Smart Girls’ (U). 
Promises $19,000, which is oke. Last 
week poor $10,000 with ‘Girl From 
Paris’ (RKO) (2d wk). 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘One in a Million’ (20th) with 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians on 
stage. Seems sure of $50,000, which 
is a real smash even for this house, 
even though two weeks ago it hit 
$51,000 with ‘Plainsman’ (Par) and 
Jane Withers as a stage draw. Last 
week was mild $23,000 with ‘Gold 
Diggers’ “(WB) and Major Bowes’ 
femme unit. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col) 
and ‘More Than a Secretary’ (Col), 
duai. Looks like better than $18,000. 
fair. Last week ‘Born to Dance’ 
(MG) and ‘Sinner Take All’ (Col) 
dual (2d week), touched $17.500 
after $25,400 opening week. Weather 
withered it early and ended thoughts 
of a third week. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 25-30- 
50)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Easy to Take’ (Par) (1st run), dual. 
Looks like fine $13,000 easily due 
to downtown location and ist-run 
turnaway two weeks ago. ‘College 
Holiday’ (Par) and ‘Let’s Make a 
Million’ (Par), dual, last week got 
$8,500, fair. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Charley tor at Opera’ (20th) 
(2d run) and ‘College Holiday’ (Par) 








Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-75)— 
of Hockey’ (WB) (2d week). San 
Francisco setting to this Powell-Loy 


sequel helping biz considerably; very 
breaking first week. Last week ter- 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Great Guy’ (GN) and vaude. Cag- 
ney a natural for this house, which 
is charging 15c more in the evenings. 
Looks like terrific $19,500. Second 
week of ‘That Girl from Paris’ 
(RKO) helped by Three Stooges on 
the stage. Big at $17,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Find 
the Woman’ (Col). Terrific cam- 
paign on Deanna Durbin, but only 
$9,500, which is below @xpectations. 
Third week of ‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
(Col) and ‘You Can’t Get Away 
with It’ (U) good at $5,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 30-35- 
40)—‘God’s Country and the Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Crack-Up’ (20th). Gar- 
nering fine $14,000. Last week ‘Sing 
Me a Love Song’ (WB) and ‘Sinner 
Take All’ (WB) disappointing at 
$10.500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-35- 
40)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Rep) (3d week). Plenty of 
interest being shown in the DeMille 
hoss opry. Swell $5,500 expected. 
Last week grand at $8,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 25- 
40)—‘Allah’ (UA). Matinee biz 
strong on this woman’s picture. 
Color creating raves. Very big at 
$9,500. Iast week, third of ‘Stow- 
away,’ weak at $3,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-55) 
—Camille’ (MG) and ‘Let’s Make a 
Million’ (Par). Combination of 
Garbo and Taylor good b.o. fodder. 
Looks like okay $16,500. Opening 
doors at 10 a. m. Second week of 
‘One in a Million’ (20th) and ‘Along 
Came Love’ (Par), a honey at 
$12,000. 


Cold Ices Portland B. 0.’s; 
‘Romeo,’ 4 Days, Good 4G 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 19. 
Cold snap taking edge of grosses. 
Road-showing of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
os eden at $1.10 top burg’s high- 
ight. 





Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—After the Thin Man’ (MG) and 
‘Down the Stretch’ (FN), dual (4th 
week). Biz levelling off to nice 
$4,700. Third week did nicely at 
$5,200. First two weeks piled up 
total of $20,000. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,400; 55-$1.10)—‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(MG). Roadshowed two-a-day, col- 
lected raves and ran up good $4,000 
in four days. Last week (admish 30- 
40), ‘North of Nome’ (Col) and ‘The 
Plot Thickens’ (RKO), hit average 
$2,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergeen) 
(2,000; 30-40)—‘Great Guy’ (GN) and 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par), dual. Get- 
ting good enough $5,000. Last week, 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) second week. got 
okay $4,300, with first big $8.200. 

Paramount (Evergreen (3,000; 30- 
40)—‘Rainbow on the River’ (RKO) 
and ‘Career Woman’ (Fox), dual. 
Getting nice $5,500. Last week, 
‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) and ‘Can 
This Be Dixie’ (Fox), dual, ran up 
okay score in its second week at 
$4,500. First week registered great 
$8,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 
30-40 )—‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN). 
Nicely received, but just fair at 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Camille’ (MG) 
connected for good $3,800 in second 
week, following strong first .$7.000 


(2d run). Hitting at fair $8,500. 
Last week, $7,500 with ‘Banjo’ (20th) 
and ‘Love Song’ (FN), both 2d runs, 
regarded as fair. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)- 
‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col). Safely 
over $15,000, fair. Last week “Born 
to Dance’ (MG), in second week, 
slipped to $14,000, but still fair'y 
good, 
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In Denying GTP-Duovac Inj. Vs. 
ERPI, Court Reviews Sound's History SN | FPA Par 


By ROBERT E. CURTIN 
Wilmington, Jan. 19. 
Split opinion by Judge John P. 
Nields washes up the U. S. District 
Court here in the double anti-trust 
equity actions brought by General | 
Talking Pictures, Inc., and Duovac 
Radio against American Telephone 
&. Telegraph, Western Electric and 


Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
over licensing practice on talking 
picture equipment. Opinion handed 
down late Saturday ‘/16) dismisses 
the complaints against A. 7, oe Bs 
and W. E., and denies an injunction 
against ERPI. But the opinion holds 
the ERPI ‘equality’ and ‘repair and 
replacement’ licenses clauses are il- 
legal, and the court retains jurisdic- 
tion in case ERPI should try to en- 
force them later. 

Permanent injunctions denied on 
the ground ERPI has abandoned 
these clauses although they have not 
been formally declared out of effect. 

*As to the clauses now outstanding,’ 
the judge says, ‘the present holding 
of the court that they are void and 
of no effect should advise the trade 
that no damage or threatened injury 
can arise therefrom in the future.’ 


Charging it had been deprived of 
50% of the equipment market 
through the ERPI license agreements, 
GTP had asked the defendants be 
enjoined from enforcing the theatre 
license agreements, and the producer 
agreements ‘in so far as they restrict 
or limit producers in distribution of 
talkies.” Also asked that the licensing 

greements be declared void ab 
nitio, or from the beginning. 

Judge Nields denied the ‘ab initio’ 
gontention and: turned his whole 
Opinion on the idea that the history 
of talking pictures is divided into) 
two parts—the research and experi- 
mental stage, and the commercial 
stage. Agreements were legal in the 
experimental stage, he held, ‘because | 
it is evident that there is no unlaw- | 
ful restraint of trade where there is 
no trade.’ 


| 





‘Industrial Revolution’ 


Developing the theory of the two 
Stages in the industry, Judge Nields 
said: ‘The rapid growth of this giant 
enterprise from birth to maturity is 
one of the wonders of modern sci- 
ence,” and it meant ‘an industrial 
revolution, which provided ‘the 
greatest form of modern entertain- 
ment.’ Then he reviewed the diffi- 
culties of introducing the new equip- 
ment, including the cool attitude of 
the industry even after the DeForest 
show at the Rivoli, New York, in 
1923, 


Opinion reviews the WE agree- 
mént with Walter J. Rich to ex- 
ploit its equipment commercially, 
and the subsequent ‘old license 
agreement’ with Vitaphone, under 
which Vitaphone sub-licensed Fox- 
Case, which produced ‘Don Juan’ in 
1927, further demonstrating the pos- 
sibilities of sound. 


At the same time, Judge Nields 
Pointed out, producers were placed 
On a spot because of their big in- 
vestment in silent pictures, and | 
hence the ‘big five agreement’ of | 
1927 among Metro, Universal, First 

ational, Producers Distilling Corp. 
and Par, under which they agreed 
to hold off for a year, decide to- 
Sether and standardize on equip- 
ment so that pictures would be inter- 
Changeable. Judge Nields empha- 
sized that none of the defendants | 
Were parties to this agreement. 

With the organization of ERPI 
May 18, 1927, came the ‘termination | 
agreement.’ 
licenses: the 


ment,’ and the ‘contractual letter,’ all | 
83 of April 2 that year, the opinion | 
Points out. Under the contractual | 
letter, producers agreed not to dis- | 
tribute ERPI-recorded pictures to} 
exhibs with non-ERPI reproducing | 
8steement, but this was modified in 
1928 under the ‘equality clause’ per- 
Mitting reproduction of ERPI-| 
recorded pictures on other equip- | 
ment of equal quality. Opinion | 
pointed out this modification came | 
1v@ years before beginning of the 





jand are 


equity actions and eight years before 
trial. 

After reviewing the E. C. Mills 
(ASCAP) agreement of autumn, | 
1927, with ERPI, restricting use of | 
Mills-copyrighted music to ERPI | 
equipment, and a subsequent Mills | 
agreement of the same effect with} 
RCA, opinion dismisses these with | 
the observation that Mills waived | 
the restrictive clauses before the ac- 
tion was taken to court. | 

Beginning of the commercial phase 
of talking pictures is fixed as of 
May 11, 1928, when the ERPI con- 
tractual letters involved 99% of pro- 
ducers and 40% of exhibs 

Under this letter, opinion says, the 
testimony shows there was ‘no dis- | 
agreement between Products (ERPI) | 
and its licensees and no arbitration | 
was required.’ 


one claimed any difficulty in getting 
ERPI-recorded pictures for non-| 
ERPI reproducers. Opinion finds | 
justification for the agreements in| 
that prompt manufacture of the | 
equipment was vital and had to be | 
done by a responsible company. 

If there were any difficulty get- 
ting ERPI-recorded pictures for non- 
ERPI theatre equipment, Judge 
Nields holds, ‘it is unbelievable that 
there should not have been abun- 
dant evidence of it from thousands 
of non-Products theatres. There is 
no evidence that the exhibitors were 
restrained. from taking plaintiffs’ 
apparatus because of fear of their 
inability to get pictures from Prod- 
ucts’ licensees.’ 

As to repair and replacement pro- 
visions, opinion points out ERPI 
operated this phase of its business 
without profit and it was a ‘vital | 
necessity to preserve the integrity’ 
of ERPI’s equipment. 








W. E. Wins in N. J. 
Western Electric won a favorable | 
decision in U. S. district court, New | 
Jersey, last week in the suit of | 
Biophone Corp. to have the court | 
set aside default decrees entered in 
the same jurisdiction in 1934. Court 
denied the motion made by Biophone 
seeking to set asic: the decrees 
caused by the failure of the Bio. 
Corp., to file an answer after mo- 
tions by defense counsel to dismiss 
bills of complaint had been denied. 
Suit was brought by W. E., et al, 
for infringement of 16 patents cover- 
ing important features of sound re- 
producing systems as used in talking 
pictures. Court held that ‘there is 
but one inference here and that is 
that the defendant, the Biophone 
Corp., did not intend to defend these | 
suits until it was deemed expedient | 
so to do in the light of its litigation | 
elsewhere.’ Litigation referred to | 
has to do with a suit instituted by 
the Biophone Corp. against W. E. on | 
April 25, 1934, for treble damages in | 
the amount of $15,000,000. Time | 
elapsed between making the motion | 
and its disposition by court’s order 
in October, 1934, figured in the de- 
cision. 


AT. & T.-Erpi Win Motion | 
For Bill of Particulars! 


Harrison Amuse. Corp. and 68 
other amusement firms were yester- 
day (Tuesday) directed to supply 
Erpi, A. T. & T. and Western Elec- | 
trie with a bill of particulars in con- 
nection with the anti-trust suit | 
brought by Harrison et al. Plaintiffs | 
claim the three companies violated 
the Sherman act in relation to sound | 
equipment for motion picture houses | 
asking dames totaling | 











$903,850. 
Judge Knox, who granted the re- 


ending the Vitaphone , quest for the bill, specifically ordered | 
‘new licensing agree-| the plaintiffs to supply to the defend- | 


ants names and addresses of all offi- 
cers, firms and theatres involved in 
the action. 


Shearer C.F. my ke 


Norma Shearer arrived in New 
York from Hollywood last week and 
is visiting with friends. No definite 
plans for her next 
Metro have been decided upon. 

The date,of her return to Califor- 
nia is indefinite. 





| buying group, 
means negotiating with a powerful | 


production at} 


ALLIED’S PIX BUYING 


Proposed New Corporation 
Would Be Given Shares of 
Stock in Each Theatre — 


Legal Stymie to Exchanges | 
Which Heretofore Refused | 


Service 


—_—___ 


STOCK AS PAYOFF 





Chicago, Jan. 19. 


With the current film-buying sea- | 
son now reaching its end, and picture 


contracts set for the coming season, 


Also points out that | Allied independent exhibitor organi- | 
out of 10 exhibs who testified, only | zation is making plans for a cam-} 


paign for the revival of its buying 
circuit with the start of the 1937-38 
film-buying season this coming 
summer. 

Local buying circuits have been 
dead for the past three vears, the 


exchanges simply refusing to sell 


product unless buyers had an actual | 
financial interest in the theatres for | 


which they sought pictures. 


Some of the exhibitors have been |} 


yelping that this was conspiracy and 


restraint of trade, but the exhibs |} 
have been unable to give any proof | 


or evidence that there was collusion 
in the refusal of the distributors. to 
sell to buying circuits. 

But Allied, it is understood, will 
attempt to circumvent the distrib- 
utors’ refusal to ,seJl to buying cir- 
cuits by setting up a film purchase 
group which will meet all the rules 


‘and specifications established by the 


exchanges themselves when _ they 
nixed any deals with these buying 
organizations. 


A Frank Ruse 


Main item in the set-up will be to | 
meet the ruling by the exchanges | 


that the buyer must have an actual 
interest in the house. To meet this 
demand, Allied is reported setting up 
a holding corporation which will 
have at least one share of stock in 
each of the theatres for which the 
buyer circuit will purchase product. 
This corporation would thus have a 
financial interest in the houses. 
This share or two shares of stock, 
depending on the house, would then 
serve as the means of paying the 
buying circuit for handling the pur- 
chase details. Under the former set- 
up the houses paid from $10 to $25 a 
week to the buying and booking cir- 
cuit for its services. 


about the same sort of coin return. 
While this type of arrangement 

would meet the letter of the ruling 

established by the individual ex- 


change men, most of the distributors | 
still won’t like the idea of a strong | 


buying circuit. Many of the ex- 
changes claim the buying group used 
too much pressure in making deals, 
and they fear that this pressure can- 
not be overcome. 
circuit of which they approve is the 


Allied buying group in Detroit as | 


operated by H. M. Richey. 


While the local exchange men have | 


taken unofficial cognizance of the 
reports of Allied’s plan to revive its 


buying circuit on a ‘legal’ basis, they | 


are making no plans to combat the 
setup at this time. They are waiting 
until they get to the bridge before 
hopping. There is no question they 
have a great distaste for any kind of 
since it naturally 


combination rather than getting the 
individual exhibs to bid against each 


| other. 
Which means that film row is gird- | 
| ing for one of the big fights of its | 
| history, with the combatants to cross 
| swords in about four months, when 


Allied is figured to have completed 
the final details of its new buying 
corporation. Exhibs aver they will 
buy enly throuxgh the buying group, 
while the exchanges seem just as de- 
termined. to continue-selling only to 
the individual ‘exhibs 


{ 


PSEUDO PARTNERS 








a 


CORP. 





Showman’s Idea on ‘10 Poorest’ Pix: 


Hunter Perry Differs on ‘10 Best 





Brotherly Ballyhoo 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 19. 


John Goring, manager of Ful- 
ton, whose newspaper ads have 
been getting a lot of attention 
around here of late, believes 
that turn about’s fair play. 
Fortnight ago, in announcing 
h.o. for Shirley Temple’s ‘Stow- 
away, he took an indirect slap 
at Alvin, Penn and Warner by 
adding, ‘Ana when we say hold- 
over, we mean at the same 
house, and not a second-run at 





The stock deals | 
will be made so as to give the circuit | 


The only buying | 


another house. He was refer- 
ring to custom of Alvin shut- 

tling pictures to Palace and 
| Penn to Warner and announc- 
ing it as a hold-over. 

Goring waited for a week or 
so for a retaliation but when 
none was forthcoming, he fig- 
ured the boys were good sports, 
could take it and deserved the 
other cheek. So last week in 
| announcing a _ hold-over for 
|| Charles Lavghton’s ‘Rembrandt,’ 
the Fulton manager headed his 
ad with, ‘Pittsburgh starts the 
New Year with great pictures,’ 
and in addition to listing his 
own attraction, billed those at 
tre Alvin, Penn and Warner by 
title, also mentioning the three 
opposition houses by name. 


Bklyn Par Alone 
Making Its Stage 


| 














Several Brooklyn 
houses with stages of sufficiert 
| dimensions, among them the Patio 
and Sunnyside, have thrown in the 
sponge on basketball games as a 
business stimulator, but the down- 
town Paramount continues with the 
idea every Friday night plus double 
feature bills. While the:Par was 
highly successful last: winter with 
basketball games and seemingly has 
built .up a trade for’ the novelty, 
the neighborhoods operators couldn’t 
make it pay. nay 

Last year the Brooklyn Par put on 
its .two-part 
around 11 o’clock after the showing 
| of both features. This winter the 
management changed the policy to 
spot the games earlier between the 
two features with a view to luring 
more nabe trade which might not 
want to stay out late. The Friday 
night patrons can come early, see 
| both pictures plus the game and get 
home early. Draw. from more dis- 
tamt neighborhood ‘sections, it is 
felt, is increased through this change. 

The Par is paying from $300 to 
$500 for teams. Freak outfits, it has 
been found, are the best b.o. pullers, 
teams such as the House of David 
|; and Alabama Pitts doing the best 
business. Among teams booked at 
| present is Kate Smith’s Celtics. Miss 
Smith will be on hand when the 
team plays the house, but due to 
radio contracts can’t do anv per- 
forming. 





HOWARD HUGHES SETS 
ANOTHER AIR RECOR 


| Howard Hughes, film producer- 


sportsman, established a new trans- 
yesterday | 


continental = air 
(Tuesday) by 


record 


arriving at Newark 


neighborhood | 


basketball - contests | 


Airport, Newark, N. J., exactly seven | 


+ a 


Chariottesville, Va., Jan. 12. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Our company operates three 
theatres in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
in which town is located the Uni- 
versity of Virginia. 

Much publicity has been given the 
10 best pictures of the year, and each 
year we usually repeat these pic- 
tures. This year we have been re- 
quested (as a sporting proposition) 
to repeat the ‘10 worst’ pictures of 
the year, and because of the short- 
ase of good product—we are al- 
most willing to do this. 

It was suggested in order to de- 
termine the ‘10 worst’ pictures of 
the year, that those 10 which re- 
ceived the most unfavorable criti- 
cism from your paper be the ones 
| shown. 

If it is consistent with your policy, 
would appreciate your letting me 
have a list of the 10 pictures 
which you oonsidered to be the 
‘worst’ for the year just ended. 

Perry’s 2d Letter 
Charlottesville, Va., Jan. 16. 

There are people who will dis- 

agree on any subject. This applies 

| to pictures, both good and bad. Our 
| company operates theatres in Char- 
| lottesville, in which city is located 
| the University of Virginia, and much 
| controversy has taken. place, par- 
| ticularly among the students at the 
| University, over the various lists of 
|*10 best pictures. They take issue 
with a number of them. 

Since everything is relative or is 
by comparison with something else, 
I thought it might not be a bad idea 
to show them what good pictures 
they really see in Charlottesville, 
where, by the way, we exhibit the 
product of practically all producers. 











| This could be done by showing them 
B k p | the outstanding poor pictures of the 
as e ay year, and I had hoped that someone 


in your film review department 
could give me a list of those you so 
judged, because Variety is one of 
the few. reviewing mediums with 
| which both the students and our- 
selves as operators are in accord. 
Since this can not be done (and I am 
still interested in having a list of the 
10 poorest) maybe I will have to run 
a local contest and have the patrons 
of our theatres vote to decide ‘the 
issue. And then because I think it 
would be interesting, and maybe not 
so unprofitabl could repeat these 
pictures for the purpose of making 
comparisons. 

It all sounds foolish, but it would 
at least be interesting. 

Hunter Perry, 
President, Dominion Theatres, Ine. 


F&M Taking the Rap 
For $1,000 Weekly Rent 
While 3. Houses Shut 


St. Louis, Jan. 19. 


Recent shuttering of Orpheum and 
Shubert-Rialto Theatres because of 
failure of Fanchon & Marco to ob- 
tain concessions from IATSE in per- 
sonnel of stage hands and projec- 
tionists and continued darkness of 
New Grand Central theatre, in 
process of alterations, is costing 
| F&M approximately ‘$1,000 weekly 
|jrent on three houses... Orpheum 
|downtown and Shubert-Rialto on 
Grand boulevard were obtained 
from Warner Bros. year ago when 
| troubles that caused prolonged liti- 
| gation in Federal and State courts 
| here were settled in New York. 
| Lease on Shubert-Rialto expires 
next September, while that of Or- 
pheum has two years to run. New 
Grand Central will be known as 
‘Cinema Guild’ when alterations are 
completed and used for showing of 
| specialized films, according to F&M 














| execs, 


hours and 28 minutes after he left ee : 

Union Air Terminal, Los Angeles | Bachman Agency Split 

| Hughes flight east averaged 332 | Hollywood, Jan. 19 
m.p.h Jack Bachman has purchased Wal- 
| By making the new record Hughes } ter Herzbrun’s holf interest tin their 
|shattered his own record of 1936, agency. 

'which was ine hours and 25 min- | Henceforth it will be known as the 
jutes. Racer was built by Hughes’ | J. G. Bachman Co 3achman will 


| own company. 


| keep his present staff 
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Surfeit of New Plays in Budapest 


With Ten Seen as Likely Clicks 


Budapest, Jan. 8. 

Such a surfeit of new plays in 
Budapest theatres Iast few weeks 
that harrassed critics were totally 
unable to cope with the whole lot. 
B.o. was brisk throughout, giving the 
impression that there are at least 10 
hits in town, 
new plays is outstanding, except by 
way of production and cast. Re- 
mains to be seen, when the boom is 
over, which, if any of the new shows 
proves to be a lasting success. 

There are three new musicals 
figuring as vehicles for artists cele- 
brating comebacks after foreign suc- 


cess. Royal theatre has ‘3-1, Love 
Leading,’ with Rosie Barsony and 
Oscar Denes in the lead. Both, but 


more especially Denes, after four 
years’ absence durikg which he 
made audiences from London to 
Sydney join in his hearty guffaws in 
‘Victoria. and Her Hussar,’ were 
heartily welcomed. Paul Abraham 
wrote the score. 

‘Girl Who Belongs to Everyone,’ 
book by Tamas Emoed, music by 
Ralph Benatzky, at the Muvesz 
theatre, is a comeback play for 
Marika Roekk, who has been filming 
for Ufa in Berlin for the past two 
years. Benatzky’s music helps a lot. 

Irene Zilahy’s Return 

“Wanted, a Room for a Lady,’ book 
by Kulinyi and Rejtoe, music by 
Zsigmondy, is at the Kamara thea- 
tre, with Irene Zilahy in the leading 
part. She had been in French pic- 
tures for the past few seasons, her 
main role being in the screen version 
of “‘Tovarich.’ 

‘Falling Leaves,’ at the Varosi 
Theatre, has great appeal for those 
who hanker after the good old days. 
It’s a sort of revue centering around 
the career of a composér. Show was 
put on in celebration of the 30 years’ 
anniversary of Bela Zerkovitz as a 
song writer. He was the smash hit 
composer in Budapest’s Tin Pan 
Alley in pre-war days. Score is 
compiled of his pop ditties, with a 
few new numbers. 

Prose plays intended to lure audi- 
ences have been chosen with less 
luck. 

Other Plays 


‘It Is Hard to Break Off’ is the 
clumsy title of Kalman Csatho’s 
comedy at the Magyar theatre. ‘I 
Give No Dowry,’ by Imre Foeldes, at 
the Vigszinhaz, is another obsolete 
comedy in spite of its topical theme. 
‘Money, Money, Money!’ by a new 
man, Paul Barabas, is at the Na- 
tional. Barabas betrays real talent, 
but this first play of his has many 
imperfections. 

By far the best of the lot is ‘Come 
Back on the First,’ by Stella and 
Bekeffy, at the Andrassy-ut Theatre. 
In this bright and amusing comedy, 
Ida Turay, who is on the way to be- 
come a second Frane@a Gaal, for 
years the mascot of Budapest stages, 
has the lead. 

Of the foreign plays, the greatest 
success is Edith Ellis’ ‘Lady of La 
Paz,’ at the Pesti Theatre, with Sari 
Fedak in the lead. 


HEAT, LACK OF RAIN, 
HURTS BIZ IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, Dec. 29. 

Cricket tests and tropical heat are 
not making it easy for the managers 
to get any money this week. Real 
vacation period begins at the week- 
end, and then trade should mount. 
At present one can almost hear the 
monagerial lads praying for some 
rain. 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ (M-G) is going 
along nicely, but it would be hard to 
judge b.o. take. Next week it should 
be a different story. 

Lineup in Sydney at present in- 
cludes ‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par), 
‘Orvhan of Wilderness’ (Cinesound), 
‘Rangle River’ (Col), ‘Poor Little 
Rich Girl’ (20th), ‘Suicide Club’ 
(M-G), ‘Dishonor Bright’ (AD), 
‘Everything Is Thunder’ (G-B), ‘Love 
Letters of Star’ (U), ‘Show Boat’ (U), 
‘One Way Ticket’ (Col), and ‘I Give 
My Life’ (Par). 











Melbourne, Dec. 29. 


Biz is lifting somewhat. Like their 
Sydney brothers, the managers are 
lifting their voices in an appeal for 
a few wet days. 

Current features include ‘Private 
Number’ (20th), ‘The Ex-Mrs. Brad- 
ford’ (RKO), ‘Message to Garcia’ 
(Fox), ‘Suzy’ (M-G), ‘General Died 
at Dawn’ (Par), ‘Public Enemy’s 
Wife’ (WB) and ‘Uncivilized’ - «U). 


although none of the | 





,% 
vv 





} 


Wardour Takes Sydney 
‘Orphan’ for Britain 





Sydney, Dec. 29. 

Stuart F. Doyle has completed a 
deal with Wardour Films, 
for distribution of Cinesound’s ‘Or- 
the Wilderness’ in 
Doyle is hopeful that the 
pic will also find a spot in the Ameri- 
can market, something an Australian 
pic has so far failed to achieve. 

Cinesound’s latest film, ‘It 
Cone,’ is in the cutting-room and 
should be ready for release towards | 
the end of January. Carl Dudley, 
American scenarist, and Eric Thomp- 
son, from Paramount, had a hand in 
the making of ‘It Isn’t Done.’ 

Cinesound’s next, ‘Tall Timbers,’ | 
goes on the floor Jan. 1, starring 
Frank Leighton and Shirley Ann | 
Richards, with Ken Hall megging. 


BEGGAR OPERA’ 
TOPS SCHACH 
‘37 SKED 


London, Jan. 10. 
John Gay’s ‘Beggar’s Opera,’ first 
produced in 1728, which ran a post- 
war London record of 1,463 perforrn- 


ances on revival, has been lined up 
by Max Schach for his 1937 pro- 
duction schedule. Plans are to do it 
as a tinter, using the Chemicolor 
process, first used in ‘Pagliacci.’ 

‘Dynamite Nobel,’ biography of the 
donor of prizes, is also slated. 

Others listed by Schach are: “The 
Stars Look Down,’ from A. J. 
Cronin’s best-seller, which Karl 
Grune will direct immediately; 
‘Mademoiselle Docteur,’ spy drama 
starring Dita Parlo; ‘Siamese White,’ 
from Maurice Collis’ book; ‘Wheat,’ 
story of a Russian peasant family 
which migrates to Manitoba; ‘Inter- 
national Quartet,’ original by J. B. 
Priestley; ‘Passage des Princesses,’ 
Offenbach operetta; ‘George Lovelace, 
Tolpuddle Martyr,’ drama of the 
birth of the trade union movement 
in England; two starrers»for Tom 
Walls and two in which Walls will 
co-star with Ralph Lynn. 


FIRST LEGIT PROD. 


phan of 
Britain. 














London, Jan. 10. 

‘Orchard Walls,’ adapted from the 
Hungarian by Merton Hodge, goes 
into the St. 
Feb. 3. 

This marks the entry into legit of 
Gaumont-British, the sponsors, and 
Henry Sherek. Gaumont-British also 
has the film rights. 

Show is pretty expensive for a 
straight play, costing approximately 
$40,000 to stage, with a cast consist- 
ing of Valerie Taylor, Hugh Sin- 
clair, Irene Vanbrugh, Sophie Stew- 
art, Evelyn Roberts, Ronald Ward 
and Arthur Sinclair. Raymond Mas- 
sey is staging. 





New Brazil Distrib 


Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 7. 


New distributor in Brazil is the 
Franco London Film Co., which will 
handle ‘very special pictures.’ 

Opening film is a French picture 
‘La Garconne,’ starring Marie Bell 
at the Gloria Theatre Jan. 4, to be 
followed by ‘Broken _ Blossoms’ 
(Hagen) with Dolly Haas and Emlyn 
Williams. 





Vienna Film Congress 


Vienna, Jan. 8. 
International Congress of Film 
Chambers will be held in Vienna 
from Jan. 14 to Jan. 16. 
Delegates from all parts of the 
world are expected to attend. 








United States does not belong. 


London, | 


Isn’t 


{ 





Just to Start Off 





London, Jan. 10. 

Columbia sales force here, 
busy congratulating themselves 
on the newly installed five-day 
week, was informed that, coin- 
ciding with the new plan, a 
sales convention would be held 
at the very first week-end. 

Bringing them all in to work 
on Saturday—and Sunday. 














SIR BEN FULLER BACK 
T0 INDIE EXHIB BIZ. 


ad Dec. 29. 

Sir Ben Fuller is clinching a deal 
whereby he will take control of the 
Crystal Palace in this city. 

House years ago was an acer under 
the J. D. Williams direction, passing 
ito the Union Theatres’ Group later, 
jou is currently being used as a dry- 
| goods store. Located in the main 
'pic centre, it is directly opposite 
| Hoyts’ Regent, and a few doors away 
from the Plaza. 

Sir Ben says he hopes to have the 
Crystal Palace in full swing by next 
Easter on a strictly indie film policy. 
Figures that it will not cost much to 
reconstruct the theatre. 

Some time back Fuller’s leased its 
principal theatres to Snider-Dean, 
but is now anxious to run a theatre 
in Sydney on indie lines. Pop ad- 
missions will be charged and a play 
made for family trade. 

Sir Ben has also made an offer for 
another city site in the social centre 
and plans erection of a legit house 
if a deal can be set at a ‘reasonable 
figure.’ 


Great | 





No Aryan Clause in New 
Austrian Authors’ Ass’n 





Vienna, Jan. 8. 
Considerable excitement when the 





BY GAUMONT-BRITISH 


James _ theatre - here | 


new German Association of Aus- 
trian Authors was formed here. 
Max Mell became president and 
Hammerstein Equord, member of 
the Cultural 


Chamber, was ap- 
pointed state advisor. 
Count Schaffgotsch and Franz 


Spunda moved that the Aryan para- 
graph be inserted in the statutes, 
whereupon the state advisor threat- 
ened to resign. Schaffgotsch and 
Spunda were voted down. 





Native Employment 
Up in Hague Show Biz 


The Hague, Jan. 8. 

Recant legislation restricting em- 
ployment of aliens. in Holland has 
decreased the number of employed 
foreigners here from _ 100,000 to 
76,000. 

Although the percentage in the- 
atricals is not procurable, an in- 
crease in the number of natives so 
| employed will lend some comparison. 
There are now more than 300 more 
Dutchmen. employed in show biz 
than in 1934. 














Five-Day Week in London 
London, Jan. 10. 
First National has come in on the 
five-day week system inaugurated 


| here by Columbia, Metro and 
Warners. 

Paramount is expected to follow 
suit. Wardour Films (Associated 


‘British outlet) is ‘considering.’ 








American Films Keep Lead in Rio 
With 867, of Releases; Censors Mild 





All Seven Jerusalem 
Theatres Led by Germans 


Jerusalem, Dec. 25. 


R. Rosenheim, one-time stage boss 
in Koenigsberg and Zurich, has ac- 
cepted appointment as manager ef 
|the Matateh (Satirical) theatre 
here. His presence makes it a truism 
that the Germans have taken over 
the Hebrew drama hook, line and 
sinker. Every one of the seven out- 
fits in this country is now directed 
by Germans. 

Rosenheim will produce Matateh’s 
forthcoming production of Martin 
Rest’s libretto, and an adaption of 
Ilya Ehrenberg’s novel, ‘Lasik Rojt- 
schwantz.’ 


O'NEILL CLICKS 
IN THE HAGUE, 
VIENNA 


Vienna, Jan. 8. 

American Minister George S. Mes- 
sersmith was present at the opening 
night of Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Strange 
Interlude’ at the Deutsche Volks- 
theater. 
resented almost 100%. 

W. Firmer directed the play which, 
in the new German version, lasts 
only three hours. On the opening 
night (4), house was sold out and it 
is expected that the run will con- 
tinue for many weeks. Margarete 
Fries, Gertrude von Klastersky- 
Kollar, Dinorah Press, Hans Frank, 
Egon von Jordan, Kurt von Lessen, 
Theodor Grieg, Tonio Riedl are in 
the cast. 

One ‘strange interlude’ happened 
in the cast, as Gertrude von Klas- 
tersky-Kollar, society femme, did 
not have an actor’s guild permit. 
She had appeared previously in 











come a professional under the new 
guild system of the country. Last 
minute intervention got her two 
weeks’ grace; within this time she 
must pass the state examination. 





‘Wilderness’ at Hague 
The Hague, Jan. 8. 

Holland got a heavy dose of for- 
eign legit with the opening of two 
plays this week, one in Amsterdam, 
the other here. Both are in the na- 
tive tongue. 

Theatre Royal opened with Eugene 
O’Neill’s ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ produced 
by the Mask Legit Co. Central the- 
atre, Amsterdam, has Rodney Ack- 
land’s ‘After October,’ produced by 
Laseur Co. 





Those Hot Tamales 
Mexico City, Jan. 19. 

Riot which wrecked most of the 
house and injured 15 persons broke | 
out in the Cine Guerrero, largest | 
cinema in staid Puebla City, 
the management changed the pro- 
gram at the last minute. 





22? British Feature Pix in ‘36 
For Total of 27.97, Registered 





London, Jan. 10. 

Last year’s total of British pictures 
showed a tally of 222 features and 
196 shorts, with total footage of 
1,641,534 feet. 

Figures given in the annual Board 
of Trade survey show home produc- 
tion representing 27.9% of pictures 
registered by the department, a 
slight drop on last year’s figure of 
28.2% —first time since 1929 the per- 
centage has not risen on the pre- 
vious year’s figure. 

Actual numbers compare with 
1935, showing 24 more British fea- 
ture productions and 54 more shorts 
in 1936. 

In the period of the survey 530 
foreign features (mostly American) 
and 612 shorts were registered here, 
an increase of 27 and one respective- 
ly on 1935 figures. 

Complete statement as tabulated 








by the Board of Trade shows the 
following figures: 

British pictures—222 features (1,- 
428,281 ft.) and 196 shorts (213,253 
ft.); 
(3,463,473 ft.) and 612 shorts (784,- 
943 ft.). 


Combined aggregate is 752 fea- 


tures (4,881,754 ft.) and 808 shorts 
(998,196 ft.). 
Total registered British footage 


represents a record for U. K. produc- 
tion. Foreign footage is-also up on 
1935. 

For registration purposes, all pic- 
tures of 3,000 ft. and upwards are 
classified as features. British regis- 
tered films include any made in the 
Empire overseas. American product 
represents the great bulk of foreign 


films listed, but the figure also in- | with some success. 
cludes those from the continent and 
other parts of the world. 


American colony was rep- | 


because | 


foreign pictures—530 features | 


+ 
Ry 
. 








| cost, $2,400; 
various plays, but had failed to be- | 





Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 7. 
Backward glance at the 1936 film 
season in Brazil shows American 
pictures holding their own at about 
the same ratio as in 1935, although 


British and German companies are 
showing more signs of life and loca] 
producers are improving their prod- 
uct greatly. 


According to the records of the 
Federal Censorship Bureau of the 
Ministry of Justice 86% of all fea- 


ture-length films submitted for cen- 
sorship during ’36 were of American 


origin. Censorship has been very 
lenient, records showing that, . of 
3,899,561 ft. of film submitted to the 


bureau, only 34,325 ft., 
1%, was rejected. 


Total of 231,000 ft. of motion pic- 
tures was produced in Brazil during 
the year at an approximate cost of 
$75,000. Of this footage 182,000 ft. 
consisted of 530 newsreels and short 
subjects with sound, ranging in 
length 330 ft. to 490 ft. These 
shorts are sustained through the law 
requiring exhibitors to show a mini- 
mum of 328 ft. of domestic film with 
each program and keep 30-odd pro- 
ducers working steadily. 


Action of the Federal Government 
in offering an annual cash prize for 
the best picture of this type has 
done much to improve the quality. 
However, the majority are technical- 
ly poor and audiences regard them 
as a necessary evil. 


or less than 


Local Production 


Balance of the motion picture foot- 
age produced in Brazil during the 
year, 49,000 ft., represents seven fea- 
ture-length pictures, which showed 
some advancement in technical de- 
tails and direction but are still not 
regarded as a competitive factor. be- 
ing inferior to foreign films and hav- 
ing largely regional appeal. 

Following is a description of Bra- 
zilian product in the order released 
during the year: ‘Allo, Allo, Carni- 
val’ (Hello, Hello, Carnival’), ap- 
prox. cost, $9,600; ‘Fazenda 
(‘Flirting’), approx. cost, $4,500; 
‘Cidade Mulher’ (‘Woman City’), ap- 
prox. cost, $6,000; ‘Joven Tataravo’ 
(“Young Greatgrandfather’), approx. 
‘Cacando Feras’ (‘Hunt- 
ing Beasts’), approx. cost, $3,900; 
‘Bonnequinha de Seda’ (‘Little Silk 
Doll’) approx. cost, $18,000; Joao 
Ninguem’ (‘John Nobody’), approx. 
cost, $9,000. 

‘Bonnequinha de Seda,’ starring 
Gilda de Abreu, was the hit produc- 
tion of this group, running five 
weeks at the Palacio theatre, one 
of the leading first-run houses in 
Rio. ‘Joao Ningeum’ was number 
two choice, starring Mesquitinha, 
fave local comic. 


SACHA GUITRY CYCLE 
OF PLAYS FOR EXPO 


Paris, Jan. 10. 
of how 








Regardless slowly the 


| others may be getting on with their 





| plans for the Exposition next year, 
Sacha Guitry already has his route 
mapped out. 

He is going to do a ‘Cycle Sacha 
Guitry,’ in which three of his plays 
will be presented at the Theatre de 
la Madeleine. Besides the attraction 
of Guitry himself appearing in his 
own plays, Cecile Sorel has promised 


'to play opposite him in one of the 


productions. 

Trio to be produced are ‘Desire.’ 
‘Faisons un Reve’ (‘Let’s Make a 
Dream’) and ‘Jean de la Fontaine.’ 
Sorel will take the role of Ninon de 
Lenclos in the latter. 


For the moment Guitry is taking a 
rest with some winter sports, but 
plans to start another film around 
the middle of February. When that 
is finished it will be time for him to 
get busy on his ‘cycle.’ 


Sir Ben’s Play 


Melbourne, Dec. 29. 

Sir Ben Fuller thinks he has a 
good legit chance with a play by @ 
local author titled ‘Desire Brings 
Welcome.’ 

Play was produced in an amateur 
house last week in Sydney and met 
It is written by 
Kenn Brodziak. Sir Ben thinks 't 
would stand a chance on Broadway: 
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Biggest Revelry and_B.0. in Years 
As Paris Celebrates End of Year 








Paris, Jan, 8. 

Year-end revelry here reached a 
new high pitch of hilarity for re- 
cent times. Celebrations which were 
ushered in with Santa Claus and 
ushered out the old year took the 
high jump to bring the best returns 
to almost every kind of amusement 
being offered the public that the last 
few years have seen. 

Cinemas, restaurants, de-luxe 
cafes, music-halls, legit theatres, 
revue houses, cabarets and night 
clubs, and even down to the lowly 


bistrots with their zinc counters, re- 
port takings above those of any 
similar season since the ‘crise’ of 
the depression. 

Few box-office returns from .a 
cross-section of show cases tell their 
own story. 

‘Folies’ Tops 

Paul Derval’s ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
where Josephine Baker is starring 
in a revue, led the bunch with ap- 
proximately $5,600 on New Year's 
eve biz, pushed by the Chatelet 
where ‘Yana,’ an operetta with Bach 
taking the top line, garnered ap- 
proximately $4,900. 

One of Varna’s houses, the Casino 
de Paris, comes next, where the Tino 
Rossi revue caught on to the tune 
of an estimated $4,200, while Bour- 
det’s new play, ‘Fric-Frac,’ at the 
Michodiere, followed with approxi- 
mately $4,000. Theatre des Ambassa- 
deurs marched into line with ‘Le 
Pelican, a French adaptation of 
Maugham’s ‘The Bread Winner,’ es- 
timating $2,600, followed by the 
Opera-Comique, where ‘Carmen’ was 
presented to onlookers who had paid 
about $2,500 to see it. 


Varna’s new revue at the Alcazar, 
‘Ca C'est Marseilles,’ estimated 
$2,000, followed by the Comedie- 
Francaise, where du Musset’s ‘Le 
Chandelier’ estimated $1,900. 


Vaude, Niteries 


These were houses where figures 
could be obtained, but inquiry 
showed that others did just as well 
in proportion. Mitty Goldin’s A. B. 
C. vaude, with Georges Milton head- 
lining, lacked a few francs of break- 
ing all house records. 

Cinemas, practically all of which 
presented midnight shows, did al- 
most as well and night clubs and 
cabarets caught more than a suffi- 
ciency of these crowds as they left 
the theatres, 


Visit around the old established 
spots, like Sheherazade, Casanova, 
Chez Florence, Bal Tabarin, Melody’s 
and the more recent ones like the 
Caprice Viennoise, Le Grand Jeu 
and others in Montmartre, showed 
overflowing crowds that stayed and 
stayed. 

On Champs-Elysees 

Up Champs-Elysees way, Chez 
Josephine Baker caught its share of 
the revellers, as well as the Villa 
d’Est and the Lido; across the river 
Jimmy’s, where Brick Top is ap- 
pearing, did more than well, as did 
La Villa, Venus and others. 


Even the de-luxe cafes on the 
boulevards brought in bands to play 
for the late drinkers and there were 
plenty of them. Managers, owners 
and operators of all these amusement 
places here say that if this spurt of 
business is any indication of what 
can be expected during the coming 
year they are heading for a boom. 





Argentine’s Local-Made 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 19. 
‘Muchacha Circo’ (‘Girl of the Cir- 
cus’), first of Argentine Films’ cur- 
rent season’s schedule, is near com- 
pletion and will be released at the 

Broadway theatre here on Feb. 20. 





: Doria will direct. 
| Giuditta Rissone, and Paola Barbara 


Film is musical comedy by Matos | 
Rodriguez from a story by Bayon | 


Herrera and Manuel Romero. 
expected to be ready for the cutting 
room by Feb. 5. 





Loudon Ends Coast Call 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Norman G. N. Loudon, director of 
Ss und City Studios, 
England, has departed for New York 
after spending two weeks ogling 
Production here, 


While here he contracted for sev- | 


mae new RCA ultra-violet recording 
Units, 


It is} 


Shepperton, | 


} 


GBS in Dutch 


The Hague, Jan. 8. 

Filmex-Cinetone is preparing a 
Dutch film version of G. B. Shaw’s 
‘Pygmalion’ for production. Picture 
will be made at the Cinetone stu- 
dios in Amsterdam with Ludwig 
Berger, scripter, directing. 

Title role will be handled by Lily 
Bouwmesster. Edward Verkade and 





John de Meester, Jr., have the chief 


male roles. 


U.S. LANDS 120 
OF 262 FILMS 
IN PRAGUE 


Prague, Jan. 8. 

Second year since the lifting of 
the U. S. ban here is over and 
Americans have a stronger hold on 
the leading position in the local 
market. Of 262 films which had their 
first run in Prague during 1936, 120 
were of American origin. Of the 
other released films, 26 were of home 
production, 68 German, 19 Austrian, 
14 French, nine Russian and six 
British. 


Of the U. S. companies, Metro led 
with 33 first-runs, 20th-Fox brought 
in 24, Par had 23, United Artists 12 
and Universal 11. Twelve Columbia 
pictures were released through 
Koruna Films, local distrib, and five 
RKO pictures through Metropolitan. 
Warner-First National was repre- 
sented here by only two new films, 
which were distributed by Emil 
Meissner-Films, also local. 











HAGUE LIKES NEWSREELS 


Second City in Eurepe to Have Two 
Straight "Reel Houses 








The Hague, Jan. 8. 


Localites are going ga-ga over 
newsreels to such an extent that the- 
atre managers have instituted special 
showing times for just the news 
clips during the day. Theatres which 
normally run two shows daily, eve 
and mat, are now getting 10c admish 
for clip showings from 9:00 a.m, to 
2:00 p.m. and from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 


Hague’s first straight newsreel 
house, the Cineac, is doing such 
good business it necessitated the 
opening of another, Paris and The 
Hague are the only two cities on the 
continent with two or more such 
theatres. 


Wealth of material now available 
in troubled Europe has aided greatly. 
Cineac opened its doors almost with 
the beginning of the Italo-Ethiopian 
war and has since had plenty to 
show, what with the Spanish crisis, 
local governmental moves, (Hague 
is the seat of the country), the Royal 
British romance and now this na- 
tion’s own royal romance. 





2 New Italian Pics 


Rome, Jan. 8. 


Work has been started here on 
two new films, ‘Questi Ragazzi’ 
(These Boys’), and ‘Ho Perdudo Mio 
Marito’ (‘I’ve Lost My Husband’), 

‘Questi Ragazzi’ is being produced 
by Romulus Film at the Pisorno stu- 
dios, Tirrenia. Story is based on a 
comedy by Gherardo Gherardi, and 
the playwright has collaborated on 
the dialog for the films. Luciano 
Vittorio De Sica, 


will be featured, 


‘Marito’ is to be produced by Astra 
Film at Cines studios, Rome. Paola 
Borboni, Nino Besozzi, Enrico Via- 
risio will be featured; directed by 
Fabio Franchini. 





Unified Vienna Censorship 
Vienna, Jan. 8. 
Government issued a statement ac- 








| 


cording to which censorship for films | 
is to be centralized into one main | above that figure will be raised by 


office in the. capital. 
Long outstanding wish of the pro- 


; + Sydney Idea 





Sydney, Dec. 19. 
People here have started a 
campaign to have the king’s 
birthday celebration legally 
recognized some time in May. 
As it stands now, the ruler’s 
natal day in December hurts 
Christmas biz. 


YANKS PREPARE 
ALIBIS IN 
SYDNEY 


Sydney, Dec. 29. 
Some of the foreign (American) | 
distribs are preparing their answers 
to the Chief Secretary over the 


Quota tangle. Distribs have until 
the New Year to get their answers 
completed. 

Chief Secretary mentioned last 
week in the press that quite a few 
of the American distribs had not 
fully lived up to the Quota law on 
its first year of operation, which ex- 
pires Dec. 31. Hints were dropped 
here and there that the government 
intends asking some serious ques- 
tions on the Quota muddle within 
the first few weeks of 1937. Dis- 
tribs are readying their answers in 
time, so that they will not be caught 
short. All alibis will go through the 
Motion Picture Distributors’ Ass’n 
to the Film Board of Trade for 
transference to the government, it is 
believed. 

Maybe, if the alibis are solid, the 
government will tell the distribs to 
be good boys in the future and abide 
by the law. And it is certain that 
the distribs will make their alibis 
good ones before going before the 
big-wigs. 

It has been mentioned that inside 
pressure has been brought to bear 
on the government for a show-down 
with the Yankees over the Quota 
muddle, That 11ttle word in the Act, 
‘acquire’ is the real stumbling-block, 
and yet it is this word upon which 
the distribs hope to play their trump 
card—that is, of course, if the gov- 
ernment feels in a playing mood. 

Distribs say that the word means 
they are simply expected to acquire 
for distribution whatever local pix 
are on the home market. There are 
others who say that the word means 
Americans must produce locally if 
there are not sufficient locals pro- 
duced to meet the full requirements. 
Government itself, thus far, has 
said, ‘there’s the law, figure out just 
what it means.’ 


Two New Dutch Pix 


The Hague, Jan. 8. 


Couple of new Dutch films are 
nearly ready for marketing. ‘Boefje’ 
(‘Urchin’) is near completion at the 
Barnsteyn Studios here. Other, ‘High 
Hat Ballade,’ will be released next 
week for premiere at the Tuschin- 
sky Cinema, Amsterdam. 

‘Urchin’ is taken from a novel by 
Brusse and was also done as a play, 
with Mrs. Annie van Ees in the 
title role. 

















Mayor Kills Tough 


Cinema Tax 


Aimed at New MGM House in Rio 








_ 


And in N. Y.? 


London, Jan. 10. 
Walter Ellis perhaps holds the rec- 





ord for having his most recent play 


produced under various titles. 

Piece has been announced for 
Czech production in Prague under 
the title of ‘The Hoffmann Scandal.’ 
It has been produced as ‘Richest 
Girl in the World’ in Copenhagen; 
as ‘Judy’s First Appearance’ in War- 
saw; as ‘The Girl in the Shadow’ in 
Vienna. English try-out of the play, 
in Richmond, was billed under title 
‘Bedtime Story.’ 


IMPERIAL QUOTA 
PRESSURE 
STARTS 


Sydney, Dec. 22. 


British distribs here are now press- 
ing for an Imperial Quota. 

Correspondence has already passed 
between the distribs and Premier 
Stevens of New South Wales on the 
subject. Premier will grant an audi- 
ence to a British representative just 
as soon as Parliament re-opens, after 
the vacation period. It is evidently 
the intention of British interests to 
lay certain information before the 
Premier covering the situation in 
Australia, so that the matter can pass 
through his hands to Prime Minister 
Lyons. 

Britishers have not forgotten the 
huddles the Premier had with the 
British film interests in London some 
time ago, and it is their idea to foster 
the introduction of this quota for 
their own protection over the al- 
leged inroads made by the foreign 
(American) operators in Australia. 

Last week the Film Board of 
Trade granted the request of the 
Britishers that they be permitted to 
appoint a _ representative to _ its 
Board. This request was granted 
after an application had been made 
to Chief Secretary Chaffey by the 
Britishers. 


VIENNA SAYS NO TAX 
INCREASE IN WIND 


Vienna, Jan, 8. 


For every foreign language film, 
Austrian importers must pay a tax 
of approximately $220.° American 
companies have told the igovernment 
that they will not stand for any in- 
crease of this amount. 


Rumors to the effect a raise was 
being considered were current re- 
cently in Vienna. Government, how- 
ever, declared that it will neither 
increase nor decrease the sum. 














Last Minute Holiday Strike Nets 


All Paris Cinema Workers a Raise 





Paris, Jan. 8. 

Threatened strike in the cinema) 
houses came nigh to closing every 
show-case in the town over the holi- 
days. And it was only by a quick | 
compromise agreement that such al 
blacking-out was avoided. 

Those who joined the howl for) 
more pay took in practically the en- | 
tire personnel of these houses, in- 
cluding musicians, operators, ushers | 
and cashiers. They howled loud 
enough to get a tentative settlement 
that was to their advantage, but they | 
agreed that eventually definite terms 
are to be fixed through further ne- | 
gotiations. Main points of the pres- 
ent agreement which was signed 
between delegations of workers and 
directors are as follows: 

Salaries of less than $17.85 a week 
will be raised by 19% and salaries 


5% starting immediately. H was 


agreed that these raises were only; may be another story if a strike is} 


ducers and distributors is thereby to | provisional and could in no way be 


be fulfilled. 


interpreted as final where better sal- | 


aries are concerned when the new 
agreement is negotiated. 

Further agreed that in the future 
all differences which cannot be 
ironed out between the delegates of 
the workers and employers will be 
submitted to obligatory arbitration 
under a new law just passed by the 
government and that both sides will 
follow the final decision of such ar- 
bitration. 

Thirdly, managers agreed to main- 
tain as many positions as they now 
have in their theatres; in other 
words, not to cut down the number 
of employees. 

Both sides also agreed that if the 
terms of the new final agreement 
have not been reached by Jan. 25, 
the question will 


Coming at the time it did, the em- 
ployees in this case held the upper 
hand, for the managers could not af- 
ford to lose the holiday business. It 


threatened at another time of the 
year, * , , . 


Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 7. 


Metro officials can now face the 
New Year with sighs of relief, 
having been on the hot seat for sev- 
eral weeks due to an act passed by 
the Rio Camara, or City Council, to 
tax their intake at the new Cine- 
Metro here, only Rio cinema with 
air-cooling, plush-chairs and latest 
sound-equipment. Relief came at the 
llth hour when the act was vetoed 
by the Mayor, backed by the Camara. 

Act (axe more adequately . de- 
scribes it) read as follows: ‘Besides 
the established taxes, the cinemas 
situated in the Federal District (Rio 
de Janeiro) belonging to or exploited 
by foreign companies functioning in 
Brazil, with the due authorization of 
the government, or national com- 
panies controlled directly or in- 
directly by producers or distributors 
of foreign films, shall pay 10% over 
all taxes and daily, an additional 
10% over the total intake of each 
such house, necessitating for this 
payment, the presentation of the 
daily statement of intake.’ 

Agitated by local chain theatre 
owners, this bill was aimed directly 
at the new MGM house, it being the 
only foreign-controlled or exploited 
theatre in Rio. Local press waxed 
indignant at this attempted blow at 
foreign enterprise. 


Trying to Oust 
British Pic Biz 
From Ireland 


Dublin, Jan. 10. 
Demands by the national Industrial 











be submitted to} 
| obligatory arbitration. 


Development Ass’n backed by the 
Irish Kinema and Theatre Ass'n, 
which will have the effect of squeez- 
ing out British enterprises, are being 
considered by the Free _ State 
Ministry for Industry and Commerce. 

Deputation which called on the 
Minister put up the following de- 
mands: 

All theatres operating in the Free 
State shall be licensed; licenses shall 
not be granted for theatres in con- 
struction or proposed unless the 
Minister is satisfied the capital is en- 
tirely Irish and operation entirely in 
the hands of nationals; licenses to be 
revoked in cases of theatres whose 
booking policy or conduct is in- 
fluenced from outside the Free State 
and is shown to be detrimental to 
houses controlled by nationals, or in 
cases of operators leasing houses to 
foreign (i.e. British) interests; no 
plans shall be passed unless a license 
has first been obtained from the 
Minister. 

Rights of Irish nationals to em- 
ployment in exchanges of foreign 
distributors is also being reviewed 
by the Associations, who are also 
calling for an Irish newsreel service 
reporting national events. 





‘Lovers and Luggers’ 


Bought by Cinesound 


Sydney, Dec. 29. 

Cinesound has finalized a deal in 
London with Werner Laurie, pub- 
lishers, for the world’s rights of 
Gurney Slade’s novel, ‘Lovers and 
Luggers.’ Rights include film, per- 
forming rights, broadcasting, and 
television. 

This is the first time a local pro- 
ducing unit has purchased a suc- 
cessful overseas novel. Capt. Frank 
Hurley will probably handle the 
special photography on this one for 
Cinesound, with locale set at Broome, 
Northwest Australia. Frank Harvey 
is working on the adaption. 

George Wallace, local comedian, 
has been signed by Cinesound to 
make a comedy titled ‘Gone to the 
Dogs.’ Cinesound, only local in con- 
stant production, will set ‘Tall Tim- 
bers’ on the floor first week in Jan- 
uary. Pics recently completed are 
‘Orphan of the Wilderness,’ and ‘It 
Isn't Done.’ 


Hutchinson in London 
London, Jan. 10. 
Walter J. Hutchinson, foreign 
head of 20th-Fox, is due in town on 
| the last stage of his world tour. 
| Francis L. Harley, London 
|and Hutchinson's successor 





chief 
in that 


pest, goes to Paris to meet him. 
































a yltoeea 





5 cen 
Oana 229 
a bm * 























aie <a’ = 
PAAR ee vs 
ae ee N A SOE 








bees ce - 


VARIETY 


it. 


FILM REVIEWS 











/ HE PLAINSMAN 


ramount release of Cecil B, DeMille 
actio Stars Gary Cooper and Jean 
“rex Charles 


ur, tures James Ellison, 


THE BLACK LEGION 


Warmer Bros. production and _ release. 
Features Humphrey Bogart, Dick Foran, 
Erin O’Brien-Moore, Ann Sheridan, Robert 


chford, Helen Burgess, Porter Hall. | Barrat. Dtrected by Archie Mayo. Story 
Directed by Cecil B. DeMille. Based on|by Robert Lord; adaptation, Abem Finkel, 
ata from stories by Courtney Ryley Cooper | William Wister Haines; camera, George 
nd rank J. Wilstach; compiled by | Barnes. At Strand, N. Y., week com- 
eanle Macpherson; screen play by Walde-|mencing Jan. 16, "37. Running time, 80 
mar Young, Lynn Riggs, Harold Lamb, | mins. 
Associate director, Richard Harlan; camera, | Frank Taylor...... eeooes-Humphrey Bogart 
Victor Milner and George Robinson; edi- | Ed JacksOM..secesseeeesssseees Dick Foran 


tor, Anne Bauchens, 





Special camera ef- 


Ruth Taylor. .«--Erin O' Brien-Moore 


eeeeeeee 















fects, Farciot Edouart, Gordon Jennings; | Betty Grogan.....seeeeeeee+..Ann Sheridan 
musical director, Boris Morros; special | Brown........ ecccccccceceene Robert Barrat 
score, George Antheil; dialog supervision, | Pearl Danvers..e...- e0dede cess eee wae 
Edwin Maxwell. At Paramount, N. Y., | Cliff Moore.........+0 Pre: Joseph Sawyer 
week commencing Jan, 13, °37. Running | Prosecuting Attorney.....Addison Richards 
time, 112 mins. MOROOES «.4:054 6b0eeeeus eeceseeces Eddie Acuff 
Wild Bill Hickok....ccccseceess- Gary Cooper | Mike Grogan ..Clifford Soubier 
Calamity Jane,..ceceseeeeess--Jean Arthur | Billings..... . -..-Paul Harvey 
OS) Se errr Tames Ellison | JUdgC.......+eeeeeeeeeeseeessSamuel Hinds 
One  RARCIMIOF. « co cee esos Charles Bickford | Tommy Smith. .cecscesees eeeese-JOhn Litel 
Louisa Codv....-. Helen Burgess | 

Jack Me Call. pb ced ee seeedeewee ee Porter Hall Warners has taken yesterday’s 
RL arts a SAL Sa tlalgh ti ‘ Se eth headlines and fashioned a melodrama 
Sek, CN ose nbaaeccuiakane John Milian | Which gives the emotions a rough 


Baeee Treapers  <asictsass Frank Albertson | going over. With an effective blend 
Abraham Lincoln....eessee-: Frank McGlyn | of good drama and timely propa- 
fs “Geen ala enya pal: Oey ete | ganda in its favor, ‘Black Legion’ 
aus Axis. west bak eae es Fred Kohler|Should gather heaps of critical 
BreeZy ...--. sc eeveeeeeeeseees George Hayes | plaudits. The only thing that may 
lira aaty caeeeseseseesies wat Mover | peevent it from doing strongly is 


‘The Plainsman’ is a big and a good 
western. It should do all right for 
business, possibly irregular in spots, 
but ranging from big to good. It 
should never go below that parity 
on a first week. Apart from the 
marquee values of Gary Cooper and 
Jean Arthur in this DeMille spectacle 
it’s strong entertainment. If perhaps 
a bit bullish on the masculine 


angle deftly interpolated. 
It’s cowboys and Indians on a 
broad, sweeping scale; not a ‘Covered 


sociations, and James Ellison is a 
rather aggrandized Buffalo Bill. Op- 
posite the latter is Helen Burgess as 
his bride. This perforce casts him 
as something of a musical comedy 
version of ihe plains scout whom his- 
tory has pictured a much more grisly 
personality. It’s a visual shortcom- 
ing which, at first, is rather difficult 


to accept, but the vigor of the en- | 


suing action achieves a 
ameliorating effect. However, it 
never quite totally offsets the general 
prettiness of this juvenile Buffalo 
Bill. It’s not Ellison’s fault. Simply 
a matter of miscasting a good look- 
ing boy. 

The compromise with Hickok’s 
general robustness is likewise rather 
deftly overcome as the three major 
premises unravel. These include two 
skirmishes with the Injuns and the 
apprehension of a renegade gun- 
runner, well played by Charles Bick- 
ford. 

The spec appeal is in the redskin 
warfare. The sequence with the 
near burning-at-the-stake of Hickok 
in Yellow Hand’s camp is tingling 
and the soldiers’ holding out for 
several days against an almost over- 
whelming horde of Comanches, with 
some corking charging-through-the- 
water action is another. Scripting 
and editing 


pungent expletives 


femme appeal. 
ments, as to verbal passages, 
likewise effective. 

On the editing that 112 minutes 


running time is a good enough job 
The battle 
stuff is worthy of the footage al- 


considering the subject. 


lotted. 
Geseral casting 


with sufficient force to somewha 
mitigate Ellison’s portrayal. There i 


really not enough of Bickford and 


Fred Kohler 
stooges. 


is oke as one of hi 


ditto Paul Harvey and Victor Var 


coni as tribal chieftains: John Miljan 
and Purnell Pratt as Union officers; 
and Frank McGlyn, per always, a 


sympathetic Lincoln. His benevo 


lent introductory sequence—that the 
Union must look to the new west- 
expansion—is 
the 
premise for the ensuing motivation. 

Camera and general production is 
excellent save for the musical set- 
is 
musicianly, but untheatric and lacks 
There are sequences when 
some effective musical crescendos 
such as 


for 
enough to serve as 


ern __ frontiers 
forceful 


ting. George Antheil’s score 


color. 


would lift the audience, 


with the charging redskins. Instead 


ap- 
peal, there’s enough of the feminine | 


certain | ; j 
| the courtroom following his sentence 


stand out favorably. 
Miss Arthur has been particularly 
endowed with some punch lines and 
as the hardy 
daughter, but softening that historic 
character of the west, enough for the 
The other assign- 
are 


is to the point. 
Helen Burgess, as Mrs. Buffalo Bill, 
gets over the effete eastern influence 


Porter Hall makes a slinky 
bit sufficiently forceful to stand out; 


| the impression of the film’s ruthless- 
; ness on the femme element. 
|nation of theme, press attention and 
the -film’s drama, however, should 
|overcome th» lack of marquee names. 
| In piecing together the headlines 
|and the stories which came under 
| them the director, Archie Mayo, and 
writers have pulled no punches. The 
stark terror and tragedy which the 
| Michigan hooded gang imposed is 
related in a well-paced series 
potent sequences. Deftly traced 
| the economic envy upon which the 
| promoters of such organizations feed. 





| Also tersely brought out is how these 
Wagon’ but majestic enough. Cooper | movements gradually extend beyond | 
is Hickok, Miss Arthur is the historic | their original designs until the mem- | 
Calamity Jane of his immediate as-| bers lose all sense of balance and | 


| begin 
| ments. 
| Picture has its softer 
}such as the romantic and domestic 
| bits, but these only serve to heighten 
the nerve-pounding effect of the gen- 
eral canvas. One scene that’s a darb 
is that showing the pale-faced and 
| horror-stricken wife of the hooded 
| killer stalking toward him like an 
|; automaton as he is being led out of 


to pay off personal resent- 


to life imprisonment. The action in- 
cludes floggings, the burning of a 
chicken farm, destruction of a drug- 
store, a neophyte’s taking of the oath 
of allegiance amid a woodland gath- 
ering of the clan, and the behind- 
the-scene machinations of the hooded 
order’s promoters, ex-phoney stock 
salesmen. 

Humphrey Bogart is the pace- 
maker of a smartly selected cast and 
lays down a telling performance. 
His is the role of a young workman 
in a large machine-making plant 
who, out of disappointment at losing 
the foremanship to another with a 
non-American name, joins’ the 
hooded order and eventually degen- 
erates into becoming its murderous 
tool. His wife (Erin O’Brien-Moore) 
leaves him when he violently resents 
her probing into his marauding 
activities, and his morale goes into 
a complete crackup. 

Almost equally impressive is the 
job done by Nick Foran as Bogart’s 
factory sidekick, but antagonist of 
the Legion. It is Foran’s threat to 
tip off the police that drives Bogart 
and his hooded allies to kidnap him. 
Foran is shot by Bogart when he 
;| flees from an attempt to flog him. 

Remorse gives Bogart away and 
he is captured. A henchman of the 
hooded order’s promoter gets to Bo- 
gart in jail and tells him that if he 
involves the Legion it will mean the 





Bogart agrees to the fabricated de- 
t 


Ss 


S 


trial. 
tion on Americanism and 
cial, legislative or police powers. 
turned 
who 


dame. Clifford Soubier, 


bit. Odec. 


the music bogs down. In some pas- MEN ARE NOT GODS 


sages the incorporation of authentic 
ancient tribal music is not without 
worth, but as a cinematic entity it 


doesn’t make the grade. 


The Cooper and Arthur names give 
The action 
It is reported a 


the film a running start. 
will do the rest. 





(BRITISH MADE) — 

United Artist release of Alexander Korda 
production Stars Miriam Hopkins; 
tures Gertrude Lawrence, Sebastian Shaw, 
Rex Harrison. Written and directed by 
Walter Reisch At Rivoli, N. Y., week 
Jan. 16, ’37. Running time, 82 mins. 

Ann Williams 


Combi- | 


of | 


is | 


moments, | 


death of Bogart’s wife and child. 


fense, but he blows.up on the wit- 
ness stand when he is made to testify 
that he no longer loved his wife and 
that he had killed Foran in a fight 
over another woman. In his outburst 
from the stand he not only involves 
the Legion, but points out its vari- 
ous members who are attending the 
In passing sentence on the 
group the judge delivers an exposi- 
how our | 
democratic form of government must 
be protected from any attempt by a 
self-appointed element to usurp judi- | 


Other notable performances are 
in by Miss O’Brien-Moore 
and Helen Flint, the latter as a “= 
or 
years broadcast for NBC out of Chi- 
cago, does well by a Celtic character 


fea- 


Miriam Hopkins 





Miniature Reviews 


‘The Plainsman’ (Par). Good 
DeMille western with Gary 
Cooper and Jean Arthur. 

‘Black Legion’ (WB). Power- 
ful film of the horror spread 
by the hooded order. Sure fire 
man’s picture. Question is the 
women, but timeliness and pro- 
duction merits should make it 
click, 

‘Men Are Not Gods’ (Korda- 
UA) Miriam Hopkins and Ger- 
trude Lawrence in a weak Eng- 
lish-made pic. 

‘Woman in Distress’ (Col). 
Sob sister and star reporter 
battle over the story about a 
stolen Rembrandt. Outcome is 
dull melodrama. 

‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par). Martha 
Raye carries marquee, comedy 
and acting brunt in musical- 
meller, geared for doubles. 

‘North of Nome’ (Col). Jack 
Holt he-mans his way among 
the seal-hunting preserves, 
pumping up an ample amount 
of excitement. 

‘Racing Lady’ (RKO). Racing 
stuff with a little comedy. Okay 
for twin bills. 

*‘Woman-Wise’ 








(20th-Fox). 


Snappy, humorous expose of 
crooked ring practices, with 
Rochelle Hudson and Michael 


Whalen; mostly double billers. 
‘With Love and Kisses’ (Tel). 
Poor indie with little b. o. pos- 


|} sibilities, even jn the duals; 
stars Pinky Tomlin and Toby 
Wing. 
‘Captain’s Kid’ (WB). Guy 


Kibee-May Robson-Sybil Jason 
in a poorly made, unimportant 
B picture. 


| 











to keep from laughing as. this in- 
| genuous piece of fiction was being 
| photographed is difficult to under- 
| stand. There are some _ standard 
British legit names among the sup- 
| porting cast, too. 
| Title line is taken from a passage 
| in ‘Othello. The story inspiration 
| must have come from ‘Much Ado 
About Nothing.’ 
nonsense, this film leads the list. 
Story is an-incredible account of 
| the adventures of a young woman 


critic. At the behest of the wife and 
leading woman of a young star who 


has opened in ‘Othello,’ Miss Hop- | 
(he | 


kins alters the critic’s review 
said the performance was lousy) and 
on the strength of the good notice 
the play becomes a big hit. There- 
after, Miss Hopkins falls desperately 
in love with the star and becomes 
entangled, innocently, in his domes- 
tic affairs. Comes the dawn when 
the wife (Miss Lawrence) pleads 
with the secretary (she gets her job 
back on the paper because the play 
is a hit) to cease her adulation of 
the husband. There are little fingers 
and little toes in the offing. 

Comes the climax, the final bed- 
chamber scene of ‘Othello,’ and the 
husband, enraged at Desdemona’s in- 
terference with his romance, starts 
to choke his wife in earnest. Miss 
Hopkins, from the gallery, screams 
a warning and breaks up the per- 
formance. Then follow the explana- 
tions that the star soon is to become 
a father. ‘Why didn’t you tell me 
before,’ he says. Miss Hopkins walks 
out on the couple in a fadeout em- 
brace. 

With such material the actors do 
the best they can, under direction 
by Walter Reisch, who also is p thor 
| of the story. Flin. 


| ETERNAL MASK 


(SWISS MADE) 
| Arthur Mayer-Joseph 
| Progress Film production. Directed by 
| Walter Hoc’ibaum; screen play, Leo La- 
pale. from his own novel of same title: 
| music, Anton Profes; music played by 
Vierna Philharmonic Oreh.; English titles, 
Edward Kern: medical terminology, 
Maurice Kornberg; camera, Oscar Schoirch. 








ning time, 44 mins. 


Professor ‘Tscherko Peter Petersen 








Ir. Dumartin..............Mathias Wieman 
Mme, Negar..cccccccaceces Olga Tschechowa | 
Dr. Wendt... peeereededoesevs Tom Kraa | 
SEMGOT AMMA. bc ci vscdecivsiyes Thekla Ahrens 
— Ae ey err Franz Schafheitlin 
| (In German, with English Titles.) 


| Every once in a while a foreign- 
| made film appears on the market in 
| New York, is kicked around for sev- 


| eral years, with no one wanting to | 
| take a chance on it, is finaily picked 


| up for peanuts by a more courageous 


, q Barbara.........cccesce Gertrude La rence 
ete Om Shel | Bamund Daves-.tececees tSehastian Shaw | SOUL, and cleans up. That was the 
] e, an OOKS It. ret. ROGRMY 0 bcs 0c seceeceecountese Rex Harrison case with *‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (io 
MOMER ccc cccsesvecccossesed 4. E. Matthews R = . 
END WROGUBUE : oes 000 bi 65 054545 Val Gielgud , Mention one case), sod that is liable 
MathOriNe. . vicoccccdercoses Laura Smithson | 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


‘Without Warning’ retagged ‘Fair 


Warning’ at 20th-Fox. 


‘When Love Is New’ changed to | 
‘When Love Is Young,’ and ‘We Had | 
Our Moments’ is now ‘We have Our 


Moments’ at Universal. 
‘Burnt Fingers’ becomes 
Steps Out’ at Metro. 


‘Girl. Overboard’ is 


‘Mama | Massacre). This is 


er 
Painter. . 


Mra. , Willams. ....<s0sse% Winifred Willard 
Gallery Attendant. ......ccecss Wally Patch 
PUNT occ sneed cccccesosestent James Harcourt 





Piano Player 





, come from England since the Stamp 
| Act of 1765 (the cause of the Boston 


| latest importation, ‘Men Are Not 


eeeeee+- Laurence Grossmith 
Sybil Grove 


.... Rosamund Greenwood 


to be the case with ‘Eternal Mask.’ 
Except that ‘Mask’ is of a nature 
likely to have less general appeal 
| than ‘Maedchen.’ 





producing this film, made from his 


own novel, and got some actors to | 
Alexander Korda’s | play in it on a percentage or co-op | 


| basis (incidentally, ‘Maedchen’ also 


final tag for “Person to Person Call.’ | featuring Gertrude Lawrence,: Se- | This was a couple of years ago, and 
‘Old Lady Irensides’ becomes “Two | bastian Shaw. and . Rex, Hanrrison..j since, then the film has gotten a lot 


Wise Maids’ at Republic. 


| How these capable players were able |of attention abroad because of its | comedy. Jory and the girl don't get | 


As a bit of sheer | 





wanderings 


pecte steiner ces 
chology, bu .0. 
None of the wb Sy to in the 
U. &. could see it, but Joe Burstyn 
thought. he could do something with 
it, convinced Arthur Mayer, and 
the duo bought the film, Burstyn then 
cutting about 25 minutes of footage 
and generally simplifying the film. 
He did this job so well that he now 
has something djstinctly worthwhile 
to offer exhibs of arties, to say the 
least. That he and Mayer will get 
their investment back from the New 
York first-run alone is likely. 

One thing about this film, as now 
shown in New York, is immediately 
recognizable. It may not be a quick 
or immediate sockeroo, but no oper- 
ator of an arty can possibly be 
ashamed of it. It is, at the very least, 
a prestige film. And it is likely to 
get strong enough critical reaction to 
also make it a b.o. winner. Also it is 
the type of unusual film which prob- 
ably can be repeated again and again 
in arty quarters and, in this connec- 
tion, may repeat the history of 
‘Laughter’ and ‘Caligari,’ earlier 
clicks of the species. 

Story has to do with psychoanaly- 
sis of a sort. Young doctor invents a 
new cure for meningitis. He isn’t 
permitted to try it on a patient, but 
does, anyhow. Patient dies, and the 
doc wanders off with a guilty obses- 
sion. Rest of the film consists of his 
through _— the 
realm and his split personality hallu- 
cinations up to the point where his 
fellow doctors manage to ease him 


| out of it by helping him find him- 


be; 


self. 

This isn’t done as well as it might 
the acting in the latter dream 
sequences is much too objective. But 
it is different from run-of-the-mill 
plots and is well enough handled. 


| wita sufficient imagination employed, 


| pleasant 
| ment 





Burstyn release of | 


At Filmarte, N. Y., week Jan, 13, ’37. Run- | 


Leo Lanaire, Swiss novelist, formed | 
The most naive message which has | 4 film company for the purpose of | 





| punch. 





to make it distinctly interesting. A 
musical score accompani- 
and good acting help a 
Mathias Wieman as the central char- 
acter. Dr. Dumartin, is very #ood, 
though occasionally a bit too placid. 
Olga Tschechowa, once in Hollywood 
for Warners, has very little to do 
(she had a good deal more to do in 
the film as originally comvleted and 
seen abroad) but does that little well. 
Others are mostly unknowns. but 
very good. with Peter Petersen, as 
Professor Tscherko, outstanding. 

In fixine up this American version, 
distribs did some snlendid editing 
and are to be credited further for 
having brought in the services of Dr. 
Manrice Kornberg to check the med- 
ical phraseology. Only real mistake 
made on the film is a comnletelv bad 


| set of Enelish titles which, perhaps, 
secretary of a London dramatic | 


will be rewritten for future showings. 
Kauf. 


RANGLE RIVER 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, Dec. 29. 


Columbia release of Columbia-National 
production. Stars Victor Jory. Directed 
by Clarence Badger. Screen play, Zane 
Grey: camera, Errol Hinds; film editors, 
Frank Coffey, Mona Denaldson. At Plaza, | 
Sydney, Dec. 19, °36. Running time, 
mins. 

SPE EVAN voces cctes Seeceusds Victor Jory 
Marion Hastings........... Margaret Dare 
Reginaki Mannister.......... Robert Coote 
EUR “SROUNNO ss x55 6 vseebesas George Bryant 
AUNt ADDIS. ccccctuccececss Rita Pauncefort 
BOD WITe. secetsoscccceceuss Leo Cracknell 
LOWton  ccccccscccaceececevseces Cecil Perry 
MITA” 2c cccccscvccecocccnss Georgie Sterling | 
FUAGCK  scccccccavetssivasecs Stewart McColl 
ONE avec nit Cvdsduscoenaea sans Phil Smith 





Zane Grey horse opera with strong | 


appeal to Australian fans, a good 
chance of success in England, and 
set for America in the spots where 


Victor Jory. 

In Australia pic should find the 
going easy and will return solid b.o. 
grosses. Will do better in family 
trade circles than in centres where 


| they fall for the sophisticated stuff. 
Pic is the first made in Australia |} 
| by an American organization in as- 


sociation with a local studio, but it 


is definitely not just a quota quickie. | 


It moves along at a fast rate, car- 


ries plenty of action and is ideal pop | 
| fare for a dual bill. 
Dr. | 


Hinds, 


shots of outback from Australia. 
Pic’s main weakness is the femme 
lead, Margaret Dare. 


production would have carried more 
As is, she does her best and 
barely gets by. With careful train- 
ing Miss Dare should amount to 
something in the pic field, but to 
spot her in a leading role straight 
off was hardly fair to her. 

Jory gives a sterling performance 
and justifies his importation. He is 
a fave with Australians and should 
have no trouble in pulling them in. 


Robert Coote turns in a grand show | 


and should be a good buy for Ameri- | and the rumor that Lombardi is her 


can producers. Rita Pauncefort also 


| clicks in a comedy role. 


Story tells of a young girl who has 
been having a good time abroad 
while her rancher father has found 
the going hard at home. Jory is 
and finally decides to tell the girl 
what is happening. 


with Robert Coote, who invites him- 
self, along. Coote gets in some good 





mental | 


lot. | 


| ting this short over. 


| tine, 
|The material 
; and it’s all sprucely present. 


| offices in a 
| the dummy, Charlie McCarthy, 
|one of his wards. 
| humor 


80 | 


With a more | 
experienced actress i Be 

perienced actress in the role the | of the local paper, finding no evi- 
| dence but the abandoned car 


, beau 
| Obscure doctor suddenly finds him- 
| self famous, 


She and her} 
Universal's | Gods,’ starring Miriam Hopkins and | was made by actors on a co-op basis). | aunt fly home, on the way meeting 


| lini in the part of the duchess 
to be very American. 





Wednesday, January 20, 1937 











Talking Shorts 
MARCH OF TIME | Ae 
Newsreel Novelty 
19 Mins. 


Music Hall, N. Y¥. 
RKO 


The January release of March of 
Time includes the new picture maga. 
zine, Life, in sponsorship with Time 
publishers thus affording to their 
new sheet the screen plug which the 
older Time has been getting right 
along. 

Latest issue. from the Time-Life 
workshop, dealing with but two sub- 
jects instead of the customary three 
lacks the punch that most previous 
releases have. The plight of the 
working girl in New York and the 
situation in the Far East concerns 
the editors in their latest screen edj. 
torializing. Both subjects are handled 
intelligently but in neither case js 
the dramatization of the matter at 
hand of highlight importance. 

The odds against working girls in 
New York are impressed upon the 
onlooker and an attack launched 
against racketeering employment 
agencies in the hinterland which ac- 
cept fees on promise of jobs in the 
big town. That the situation has be- 
come of growing concern is stressed, 
a recent conclave of social agencies 
having been held to cope with the 
problem. Unquestionably the dis- 
couraging picture painted of chances 
in New York for small town girls 
will have its effect. 

The other subject dwells upon the 
great job Chiang Kai-shek has been 
doing in China and the increased 
interest of the Japanese in conquest 
of this nation. Camera goes to some 
lengths in picturing the progress 
that has been made by Shanghai -zs 


| an industrial and social center. 


Char. 
EDGAR BERGEN 
‘Double Talk’ 
Comedy 


| 8 Mins. 
| Strand, New York 


Vitaphone 

Popularity that Edgar Bergen has 
gathered with the regular listeners 
of the Rudy Vallee-Royal Gelatine 
program on NBC Thursday nights 
should be of substantial help in get- 
Even without 
identification of rou- 
reel should be a clicker. 
is consistently funny 


the favorable 
the 


Background is that of a doctor's 
home for orphans, and 
1S 
; Major source of 
in the crossfire devolves 
around the decision of a _ hard-of- 


| hearing dame to adopt Charlie. 


What will likely have the audi- 
ence guessing is how the dummy’s 
jaw is kept moving while he’s being 
scrubbed in the bathtub, with Ber- 
gen totally out of sight. It’s one of 
the brightest in the Bergen apes. 

aec, 





along too well and things go from 
bad to worse at the ranch. Jory 
discovers that a rival rancher has 
built a dam in an attempt to force 
his rival out of biz. Fight follows, 
dam is blown up, and Jory rescues 
the girl from drowning. 

Action is fast all through, although 
one sequence showing a fight with 
Australian stockwhips is overdone. 
Fadeout has Jory copping the girl, 
of course. Rick. 


| —____ 
L’ALBERIO DI ADAMO 


they still like their drama raw. Mar-! 
quee pull, of course, is limited to | 


(‘Adam’s Tree’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Rome, Jan. 9. 
G. Manenti production. Directed by Mario 
Bonnard. Features Antonio Gandusio, HKe- 
nato Cialente, Merlini, Dria Paloa 
and Margherita Bagni. Original, Alfredo 
restoni; screen play, Alvaro and Gherardi. 


Elsa 





‘Adam’s Tree’ has nothing to do 
with the original sin, but is the 
name the villagers of a small Italian 
town have given to a tree just out- 
side the town ever since a young 
couple dressed a la Adam and Eve 
one day and were discovered lying 


in its shade. 

Clarence Badger has done a very | 
nice job with his first directorial ef- | 
| fort in a new country. Badger also | 
| had a hand in the cutting, and here. | 
too, he has done a good job. Errol | 
from England, handled the | 
|; camera and secured some corking 


Since then the site of the tree has 
become the village courting ground. 
Accordingly, when Doctor Lombardi 
sees his friend Baldi and the merry 
young widow Matiide driving off in 
his (the Doctor’s) car, in the direc- 
tion of Adam’s tree, he has mis- 
givings. 

Misgivings turn out to be more or 
less prophetic, for Baldi manages to 
drive the car into a ditch. Reporter 


that 
belongs to the Doctor, manages to 
let his imagination run riot over the 
implications. It runs riot to the ex- 
tent that Dr. Lombardi is believed 
by everyone in the village, includin: 
his wife and mother-in-law, to be 
having an affair with the Duchess 
Santori, American wife of an Italian 
duke. 

Duchess is a very glamorous per- 
son in the minds of the villagers. 
sheds glamor on him, too. 
and his waiting room 
crowded with people—all disapprov- 
ing of him highly, but nevertheless 


: | thrilled. 
employed as foreman on the ranch | 


Renato Cialente is more convincin¢ 
as the henpecked husband than es 
the lover of the duchess, and Ar- 
tonio Gandusio, in the part of his 
friend, steals his thunder. Elsa = 
1ie¢> 
Heln. 
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—— 


WOMAN IN DISTRESS 


ja production and release, Fea- 
Colum™y Robson. Directed by Lynn 


tures > 
Story by Edwin Otmstead; adap- 

oan Albert DeMond; camera, Allen G. 

Seigler. At Strand, Prookiyn, N. Y., 


double bill, Jan. 18-16, *37. Running time, 


38 mins. 


Uttle. .cccccceecereess May Robson 
eonaegg MOVATL. seeeeeretrrere Irene Hervey 
Fred SteVeNS..cceseseessssees Dean Jagger 


Culver..eeeees-DOuglass Dumbrille 
irecent Casey.cecceseo+++-George McKay 
“Sjug’’ Bemi6..-cccesseres-+ Gene Morgan 
Joe Emery ...s+eee eee eee erseseee Paul Fix 
Inspector Koderick......-+..Frank Sheridan 
Herbert Glaxten......+..+..Charles Wilson 
Stew Sadler....-+ TeTTT TTT -Arthur Loft 
Sev mour..+--++ TU ERELEL LEE Willis Clark 





Sob sister and star reporter meet 
again in a combat of wit and double- 
cross, the motive this time being the 
tale about a stolen Rembrandt. It’s 
formula stuff all the way through, 
offering little excitement. B-minus 
fare for the less. discriminating 
dualers. : 

Newspaper antagonists in ‘Woman 
in Distress’ are Dean Jagger and 
Irene Hervey, and the woman in 
distress is May Robson, cast as an 
eccentric New England spinster who, 
the world suddenly discovers, is the 
owner of a Rembrandt canvas which 
had heretofore been believed de- 
stroyed by a fire. 

A band of art crooks filch the 
painting, substituting a copy, and 
when they are unable to pass it off 
to an underworld dealer, because of 
possible backside identification, they 
plot to put the old woman on the 
spot. Unpainted side of the canvas 
contains certain lettering which no 
one but the spinster knew about. 

The girl becomes equally im- 
perilled when she, in the process of 
getting the story, moves in as the 
spinster’s constant companion. Pro- 
duction is brought to its lone point 
of excitement when Jagger gets 
wind of the gang’s manoeuvers and 
after a race by plane and auto res- 
cues the spinster and the sob sister 
from burning house. 

Miss Robson carves out a fairly 


interesting characterization. With 
the orders it’s mostly so much 
formula. Odec. 


HIDEAWAY GIRL 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of A. M. Botsford 
production, Features Martha Raye, Shirley 
Ross, Robert Cummings, Directed by 
George Archainbaud., Screenplay by Joseph 
Moncure March; based on story by David 
Garth. Songs by Sam Coslow and Burton 
lane-Ralph Freed; musical direction, Boris 


Morros; camera, George Clemens, At 
tialto, N. Y¥., week Jan. 14, '37, Running 
time, 71 mins, 
Helen ceecccccese Eeeweiccdveees Martha Raye 
Toni Cee eeeeseserccecesesssss-oniriey Ross 
Mike ececce setesensecess Robert Cummings 
Count eeceeccceveces Swesocces Monroe Owsley 
Tom eesece COC C eee ererereeess Louis DaPron 
Muriel c.cccccccvcccceeess++Wilma Francis 
Colette erececccvesececes  Llizabeth Russell 
Freddie ..ccece bOAdRE 6060 844054 Ray Walker 
Bugs wevetoces Nese weodeves esas Ed Brophy 
WO MPEROM i sic boccccos Robert Middlemass 





Looks like Par was attempting to 
cash in on the sudden vogue of 
Martha Raye, with this rowdy, non- 
sensical lightweight. Perhaps patrons 
will go to see ‘Hideaway Girl’ be- 
cause of Miss Raye’s presence; may- 
be not. They’ll see her, and little 
else. This feature starts out like a 
society crook meller, turns slightly 
musical, then goes rowdy comedy, 
next a bit romantic and staggers off 
as hokum melodrama. Hence, it will 
be no great shock to Paramount if 
it has to struggle with the others in 
the dual fish pond. 

The picture is entertaining in 
some of its rougher comedy moments 
and has three catchy tunes but the 
histrionics displayed by the leads 
often are rudimentary to the nth 
degree, _ Supporting players easily 
ke their efforts, which gives an 

ea. 

Plot is one of those trite affairs 
about the stolen necklace, pretended 
marriage and mistaken identity of 
the suspected crook, with the entire 
mystery cleared up in about 60 
seconds of snappy explanations. 
Flight of the originally suspected 
female gem thief takes the girl 
aboard a yacht where she hides for 
a few minutes—hence the title. 

Spotted tn this catch-as-catch-can 
tale are the songs, ‘Beethoven, 
Mendelsohn and Liszt,’ “Two Birdies 
Up a Tree’ and ‘Dancing Into My 
Heart.” Last named is probably the 
least distinguished of the trio. Bur- 
ton Lane and Ralph Freed con- 
tributed ‘Birdies,’ and ‘Heart,’ the 
former heavily and _ deservedly 
plugged by virtually the whole cast. 
The saucy, ‘Beethoven, M. & L.’ tune, 
by Sam Coslow, is Martha Raye’s big 
Song moment. It offers full sway for 

er vocal and physical gyrations. 
She does even better with a take- 
off on ‘Two Birdies.’ 

Without Martha Raye this would 
ave been a dismal affair. Her 
comedy goes far towards warding off 
vacuum in the story and stumbling 
moments in the direction. Shirley 
Ross offers a pleasant singing voice 
but has little other opportunities. 
Camera has snatched some bad 
angles on several occasions. Robert 
~ummings, though a_ likeable 
juvenile, has a weary time carrying 
the burden of male lead. Doesn't 
look the part, or act it. Appears to 
lack experience for features. 

Louis DaPron is another dis- 
appointment opposite Miss Raye. He 
Staggers through his role. Monroe 

wsley contributes his customary 
Smooth performance as the gem 
thief. Wilma Francis tries hard to 
make something of an unsympathetic. 








part. Ray Waiker chips in with one 
of the top supporting bits. Ed 
Brophy again makes a_ happy, 
blundering crook. Elizabeth Russell, 
Robert Middlemass and Kenneth 
— help most to bolster the sup- 
por . 

Production values are spotty, some 
of the nautical scenes being par- 
ticularly bogus. Camera job turned 
in by George Clemens does not help 
much. George Archainbaud’s usual 
excellent direction suffers a — 

ear, 


NORTH OF NOME 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt, Features Evelyn Venable, Guinn 
Williams, John Miljan, Roger Imhoff. Di- 
rected by William Nigh. Story by Houston 
Branch; adaptation, Albert DeMond; cam- 





era, James 8S. Brown. At Strand, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., double bill, Jan. 13-16, ’37. Run- 
ning time, 60 mins, 
Py. EE, “bing wields @aebeSeaes vad Jack Holt 
GCOMINMAR cccscic ‘ -eeee++-Evelyn Venable 
BEMEBO cccccceses Guinn “‘Big Boy’’ Williams 
SPRWOOR sc cecdoasceveessscsve John Miljan 
PUGKS Bridle. c.cocecccceccises Roger Imhoff 
CRFIGOM crcccccccccccccoceresces Paul Hurst 
RUDY cccecccccccccccveccses Dorothy Appleby 
BTUNO ccccsccesccccvcesocs Robert Gleckler 
PRED we trcccersucecesesess Ben Hendricks 
Marshall ..sccccesees Frank McGlynn, Sr. 
For a Jack Holt fable ‘North of 


Nome’ rates slightly better than av- 
erage. It’s a pretty dull grind up to 
the final 10 minutes but once the 
narrative goes intéd real action there’s 
enough fistflying, jawcracking and 
turning of tables to make up in a 
large measure for what preceded. 
As the second thought to a double- 
ton ‘Nome’ should do satisfactorily 
by the melodrama addicts. 

In this one Holt is a hardworking 
seal hunter who has to contend, on 
the one hand, with a gang of seal- 
skin highjackers and, on the other, 
with trading company claimants to 
his preserves. After sequestering 
himself on a rockbound island, Holt 
involuntarily becomes host to a 
yacht-wrecked bunch of dudes and 
in the series of antagonistic en- 
tanglements which follow Holt 
proves that when it comes to the 
matter of self-preservation he’s the 
better man. 

Meller reaches its climax when, in 
a gunscuffle between Holt and John 
Miljan, one of the shipwrecked en- 
tourage, Evelyn Venable, is shot in 
the shoulder. From that point on 
the excitement mounts. Holt gives 
up the idea of holding the bunch 
prisoners until the hunting season is 
over and signals for a passing boat 
to come to the rescue. When Holt 
boards the boat with the wounded 
girl and the others in the ship- 
wrecked party they find that it’s 
manned by the notorious Haage 
(Guinn Williams) and his fur high- 
jackers. Holt yields peacefully to 
Haage’s plans for revenge until the 
gang leader socks the elderly Judge 
Bridle (Roger Imhoff), the girl’s 
uncle and head of the company 
which claims the rights to Holt’s 
hunting grounds. A well-staged 
fight scene ends up with Holt in 
command of the vessel and for the 
customers who are clinically inclined 
there’s a sequence showing Holt per- 
forming an operation on the girl to 
remove the bullet. ; 

The comedy moments run quite 
thin. Paul Hurst and Dorothy Ap- 
pleby work hard with this twin as- 
signment and they dv the best pos- 
sible by the balky material. Odec. 


VIVERE 
(‘To Live’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Rome, Jan. 9. 
MGM release of Appia production. 
Directed by Guido Brignone. Features Tito 
schipa, Nino Besozzi and Caterina Boratto. 
sereen play, Amlato Palmeri; music, 
Domenico Savino. 








(In Italian) «. 


Main object of this film is to get 
Tito Schipa to sing as much, and as 
often, as possible. He impersonates 
a tenor whose favorite song, as well 
as his motto for living, is “To Live,’ 
with a capital ‘L.’ In the gay, fast, 
loose life he leads, the only thing 
that is pure and sweetness is his re- 
lations with his daughter Paola. He 
dearly loves her, and she goes into 
ecstasies on just hearing father’s 
voice over the radio. 

Figure, therefore, the  tenor’s 
chagrin when Paola, just out of 
school, is seduced by a friend of his. 
He refuses to give his consent to 
their marriage and refuses to have 
anything else to do with either of 
them. All the second part of the 
film is taken up by attempts on the 
part of the young people to effect a 
reconciliation with di Lauro. His 
life is embittered because his singing 
now has become meaningless. Fi- 
nally, on her way to Vienna to see her 
father, Paola meets with a bad auto 
accident. News is brought to di 
Lauro during his concert in Vienna. 
He manages to speak to his daughter 
over the long-distance telephone, and 
sings her favorite song “Torna Pic- 
cina,’ over the wires. From the tele- 
phone booth, the tenor returns to the 
concert hall, and there sings “Torna 
Piccina’ again, with such feeling that 
the audience is swept off its feet. 

Needless to say, Paola recovers, 
and di Lauro once more has some- 
thing for which ‘To Live.’ 

Aside from Tito Schipa’s singing, 
Caterina Boratto, who is a newcomer 
and very pretty, is most pleasant 
member of the cast. Heln. 


RACING LADY 


RKO productiqn release of William Sis- 
trom production Features Ann Dvorak, 
Smith Ballew, Harry Carey, Directed by 
Wallace Fox. From ‘All Searlet,’ by 
Damon Runyon, and ‘Odds are Even,’ by 
J. Bobert Bren and Norman Houston; 
scenario, Dorothy Yost, Thomas Lennon, 
Cortland Fitzsimmons; camera, Harry Wild. 
At RKO-58th St., N. Y¥., on dual bill, Jan. 
12-14, °37. Running time, 59 mins. 

Ruth Martin........ eocctee ...Ann Dvorak 









Steven Wondel..ccccccsecsecs Smith Ballew 
ee Ns oo doibeceesd dann « Harry Carey 
SOGRE <cicces Ceecsoececess Berton Churchill 
BFAGEOTE cccocccess «s++-Frank M. Thomas 

MUNN Gwat806o0s-006026s5e00% Ray Mayer 
BOSS cccccccccocs Peery eT eeee ny Willie Best 
pi ere SG0 Obs 0cde0ees Hattie McDaniel 
RMOOT UE ns 606-05 0660406060064 00645 Harry Jans 
MOR 0 5s 60-4606 6000040056 00005 Lew Payton 
MPUPROUE . cc cecstccecevcaseces Harlan Tucker 
Racing sequences in this horse 


drama are entirely okay. Romantic 


angle, between Ann Dvorak and 
Smith Ballew, is uninteresting. 
There’s a little comedy provided by 
some colored players. For the 
double-uppers. 

Harry Carey is Miss Dvorak’s 
pappy. He’s a busted trainer of 


track steeds and she’s a horse-flesh 
enthusiast. Their pride gets railed 
in his first race to lick the family 
financially. But the girl takes up 
from there with the old mare’s colt 
and, although she should know better 
for a horse fancier, she puts the 
maiden in a ciaiming race. 

That tackles the girl for a touch- 
back because Wendel, a_ supercili- 
ous-appearing manufacturer of auto- 
mobiles, claims the horse in order to 
cop the girl-trainer for his stable. 
Figures that, with the girl, his stable 
will land newspaper space, which 
will aid in his auto biz. Girl suc- 
cumbs because she loves horses but 
winds up loving the manufacturer. 
Usual gambler and tout characters 
are used for incidentals, but the 
piece-de-resistance is when the girl 
wants to race a horse for love of the 
animal and the auto gent doesn’t 
because he can’t stand a loser. She 
finds out he didn’t mean it after the 
horse wins. That’s the fadeout. 

Harry Carey hasn’t much of a role 
but when he’s on it’s all his. Miss 
Dvorak looks okay in overalls but 
she’s a little hard to believe as a 
horse-trainer. From overalls she 
goes to fancy duds with ease—and 
that doesn’t jell too well. ; 

It took several studio writers to 
mix up this one from two original 
stories, and one having the valued 
handle of Darnon Runyon. Shan. 


WOMAN-WISE 


(WITH SONGS) 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. 
Wurtzel production. Features Rochelle 
Hudson and Michael Whalen. Directed by 
Alan Dwan. Screenplay by Ben Markson. 
Song, ‘You’re a Knockout,’ by Sidney Clare 
and Harry Akst; musical direction, Samuel 
Kaylin; camera, Robert Planck. At Albee, 


Brooklyn, week Jan. 15, °37, double bill. 
Running time, 71 mins. 

Alice Fuller .....ccseeeess Rochelle Hudson 
Tracey Browne ...««-. ecccces Michael Whalen 
Clint De Witt crcoccccccesees Thomas Beck 
Richards ..cccccccccccccecess Alan Dinehart 
STt@VENS ...cssececccccseces Douglas Fowley 
John De Witt ..cccrscocccess George Hassell 
‘Bubbles’ Carson .ecceceeesss Astrid Allwyn 
Bob Benton ...ccccesccesens Chick Chandler 
Duke Fuller ......sccesccecess Pat Flaherty 





‘Woman Wise’ is important mainly 
because it sets up Michael Whalen 
as an actor of A-1 appeal and reveals 
Rochelle Hudson as a pert, accom- 
plished young lady who cannot be 
overlooked in future vehicles. Of 
secondary import, the film uncovers 
Thomas Beck as a definite screen 


potentiality and Chick Chandler as 
droll funster of the first water. 

Humorous version of prize-fight 
ring with sports scribe-newspaper- 
background rings true because of 
nice writing job by Ben Markson, 
adept direction by Alan Dwan and 
uniformly trim performances. It 
may stand alone in spots where fight 
fans are interested or family trade 
can be intrigued. But its obvious lo- 
cation is on a double-bill set-up since 
a large number of theatres currently 
are sparring for added strength on 
two-picture offerings. It won’t disap- 
point once they’re inside, the big 
problem being to make the custom- 
ers believe the cast and story mean 
much. 

Whalen, who has been hit and miss 
in past picture performances, im- 
presses here as the sports editor will- 
ing to sacrifice all for clean sports in 
the boxing game. It’s a role which 
might well have been stretched to 
the mawkish point. Instead he gives 
the character convincing sincerity. 

Feminine patrons may find fault 
with the way the romantic thread 
has been subordinated. But what is 
more likely is that the slick way the 
hidden love affair is slyly developed 
will please them all the more. And 
they'll be satisfied by the manner in 
which Rochelle Hudson eventually 
lands her man, 

Crusading for a fair shake for all 
involved in the fisticuffs game, this 
particular sports scribe is at sword’s- 
point with the crooked, conniving 
promoter element from the outset. 
His ingenious method for collecting 
enough coin to support down-and-out 
former champs, of course, finally 
proves his undoing until the old-time 
fighters come to his rescue. 

Though the newspaper angle is 
subordinated in favor of the ring, it 
is a lot truer to life than in some 
screen epics where newspaper rou- 














tine is stressed. Part of this is due 
to the realistic portrayal of a daily 


paper published by George Hassell. 
Rochelle Hudson is splendid as the 
impetuous prize-fighter’s daughter. 
She has grasped the changing moods 
with the ease of a veteran, not even 
overplaying the grotesque scene atop 
a milk truck, a climax to an evening 
when she has done all the crazy 
things she’s wanted to do all her 
life. Thomas Beck, who recently at- 
tracted attention in ‘Crack-Up,’ not 
only has a subordinate role in this 
feature but one that is highly un- 
sympathetic. He overcomes both 
handicaps and shows himself to be a 
future stand-out possibility. 

Pat Flaherty contributes a vivid 
character as the battle-scarred ring 
champ of better days, another 
shrewd casting. Alan Dinehart has 
his usual slick villainous role as the 
crooked prompter. Douglas Fowley 


large supporting cast. 

Standout song is ‘You’re a Knock- 
out. Untabbed male singer 
Rochelle Hudson plug it, warbling 
of Miss Hudson being surprisingly 
effective. 

Dialog, usually for laugh effects, 
clicks throughout. Camera work of 
Robert Planck rates some laurels. 

Wear. 


With Love and Kisses 


(WITH SONGS) 


_Television release of Melody-Maurice 
Conn production. Stars Pinky Tomlin, 
Toby Wing. Features Kane Richmond, 
Arthur Houseman, Russell Hopton, Fuzzy 
Knight. Directed by Les Goodwins. Orig- 
inal story, Al Martin, Sherman Lowe: 
screen play, Sherman Lowe. Songs. Pinky 
Tomlin, Paul Park, .Al Heath, Buddy La- 
Roux, Harry Tobias, Connie Lee: camera, 
Arthur Reed. At “Fox, Brooklyn, double 
bill, week Jan. 15, '37. Running time, 67 
mins, 

Le SPE E OTe Or ere Kane Richmond 
Flash Henderson........... Russell Hopton 
GMD, 46 «6006004 00s choke Themselves 
Gilbert Holbrook........./ Arthur Houseman 
Butch 


TTP TITTY Teer erTire Fuzzy Knight 
Jerry. Bergen and Billy Gray...Themselves 


BO cs bee k65 4d dae ed s.oct oles de G. Pat Collins 
Po | err rre Tire Rid Hoo wks Olaf Hytton 
Ss «44 sn dcdeebameseddecced Bunny Bronson 
Mayor JoneS..ceesess Ode beee0 Bob McKenzie 
Mrs. Higgins....eccessessss.EVa McKenzie 
Desk Sergeant...... Coeseenss Bruce Mitchell 
EN one ecu es bareeaates Kernan Kripps 
PTT WAGG. cvecescaabhees iva cess eee 
Chelito and Gabriel............. Themselves 





If this indie is to get by even in 
the smallest of the duals, it will need 
a ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ in support. 
There’s little to commend in this 
starrer of Pinky Tomlin and Toby 
Wing, neither of them box office for 
the marquee. Photography, record- 


ing and song portions consistently 
poor, 

Plot in itself is fantastic, with the 
quoted figures on profits from song- 
writing sounding as though they 
came from an opium-eater. When 
Toby Wing says to Pinky Tomlin, 
‘that second song you wrote will 
make $1,000,000,’ it’s enough to make 
any ASCAP member do a nip-up, es- 
pecially after Tomlin or Miss Wing 
sings it. Seven songs in the pic, 
none of which will add much to 
Crawford Music Co’s share in the 
annual plum from the society. 

Tomlin is a country bumpkin with 
a songwriting yen, getting his inspi- 
ration while milking a cow. One of 
his numbers is copped by a radio 
singer, Kane Richmond, who even- 
tually buys off Tomlin for $200, but 
is in turn taken in hand by racketeer 
Russell Hopton and his gang, who 
decide to go into the music publish- 
ing business and make a mint with 
Tomlin’s pop compositions. Toby 
Wing, whom Tomlin met down on 
the farm and who turns up in the 
big city as a nitery torcher, foils the 
bandits, however, with the aid 
of her drunk-lawyer brother, Arthur 
Houseman, and the pic ends with the 
supposition that Tomlin will get the 
ene from his songs all for him- 
self. 

Performances are all pretty weak, 
but little more could have been ex- 
pected from such a screen play and 
dialog. A number of the players, 
notably Houseman and Fuzzy Knight, 
playing a non-singing thug, deserve 
better fates. Scho. 


PENSACI GIACOMINO 


(‘Think of It, Jack’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Rome, Jan. 9. 
Cines production and release. Directed 
by Righelli. Features Angelo Museo, Dria 
Paola, Elio Steiner. From an original by 


Luigi Pirandello. 





(In Italian) 

Musco has done very well with 
one of Pirandello’s most difficult 
characters. 

Story is of a 70-year-old. professor 
of natural history who marries a 20- 
year-old girl, driven from _ her 
parents’ home for having been se- 
duced by young Giacomino. Pro- 
fessor marries her to do a good deed, 
assure her a pension after his death, 
and give her baby a name. Once 
having undertaken to look out for 
her happiness, he goes about it thor- 
oughly, without any regard for the 
ridiculous position in which some of 
the things he does for her put him. 
Thus he gets a job for her seducer, 
Giacomino, and, when he hears that 
Giacomino is thinking of marrying 
another girl, calls upon him indig- 
nantly, with the baby on his arm, 
to persuade him from a marriage 
that will make his wife unhappy. 

It was taken from one of Piran- 
dello’s short stories and should do 

















well with Italian audiences. Heln. 


and Astrid Allwyn are best in a| 


and | * 
|is booked with it for company, the 





THE CAPTAIN’S KID 


(WITH SONGS) 

Warner Bros. production and release, 
Features May Robson, Guy Kibbee, Sybil 
Jason, Jane Bryan, Fred Lawrence Dee 
rected by Nick Grinde. Story, Earl Felton; 


adaptation, Tom Reed: sengs, M. K. Jee 
rome and Jack Scholl; film editor, Jack 
Saper; camera, Ernest Haller. At Pare 
amount, B’klyn; cual bill, week Jan. 15, 
"37. Running time. 71 ming. 

Marcia Prentiss......., oeéseses May Robson 
Abigail Prentiss.......cccccesees Sybil Jason 
jp" By. ae eccccesese Guy Kibbee 
Betsy Ann Prentiss...cecoess+:: Jane Bryan 
Tom Squires....... eccccceee- Fred Lawrence 
George Chester.....eseee @cccees Dick Purcell 
CA <3 ssa dcndedbotustoce Svseees Mary Treen 
Ses UNO 64 ok 606 Hud O08 0006s 40854 Gus Shy 
WRG 55s bot bake <aete cveceess eee. Ale 





Long in length and light in weight, 
‘Captain’s Kid’ is another B picture 
that will have a checkered career. 
Where twin bills is the policy this one 
will be a none too well regarded No. 
2 entry, and, unless something strong 


opposition is going to get a break. 

In Guy Kibbee, May Robson, Sybil 
Jason and a few others, the caster 
threw out the net for capable sea- 
soned players, but their efforts are 
wasted on this tale. Kibbee and the 
WB starlet, Miss Jason, both struggle 
with what the studio handed them, 
and do an incredibly good job of it, 
but all the time the story and situa- 
tions retard the yeoman trouping. 
Miss Robson is doing a New England 
spinster this time. She also tries 
valiantly to overcome the handicaps 
of riding a lame pony which suffers 
as well from lack of wind. Both Miss 
Robson and Kibbee are cute small- 
town characters. The story seeks to 
build up a romance between these 
two as supplemental to the main love 
interest generated sketchily between 
Jane Bryan and Fred Lawrence. 
Neither of these juvenile leads show 
much, 

The story deals less in romance 
than it does in the development of a 
strong friendship between a good- 
natured town souse with a habit of 
spinning tall tales of adventure and 
Miss Robson’s little niece, who is 
supposed to stay away from him. 
Melodramatics concern the discovery 
of a buried treasure, a scuffle in 
which Kibbee shoots a poacher, the 
damaging testimony of the little girl 
at the coroner’s trial, and an auto 
chase that is comicly absurd. In the 
chase, Miss Jason drives her aunt’s 
big Rolls-Royce in a manner that 
would make a Barney Oldfiield jeal- 
ous. A few touches of comedy, no- 
tably in the inquest sequence, to- 
gether with the welcome presence of 
some members of the cast, about sum 
up the picture’s virtues. In the edit- 
ing, Jack Saper could have trimmed 
much that is total waste. 

Two song numbers, by M. J. Je- 
rome and Jack Scholl, are spotted 
from a motorboat bound for treasure 
isle, Miss Jason doing one, ‘I’m the 
Captain’s Kid,’ Lawrence the other, 
‘Drifting Along.’ They listen satis- 
factorily, but neither Lawrence nor 
the kidlet give the songs any punch. 
Miss Jason’s number is more of the 
type that would fit a baritone. 

Char. 


LUCK OF THE IRISH 


{IRISH MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Guaranteed release of Paramount-British 
production; Richard Hayward prodtyer. 
Stars Richard Hayward. Directed by Don- 
ovan Pedelty from novel of same title by 
Victor Haddick. At 47th St. Cinema, N. Y., 
Jan. 15, '36. Running time, 79 mins. 


Sam Mutlhern............ Richard Hayward 
Eileen O’Donnel..........-. «--Kay Walsh 
Derek O'Neill...... paceeen Niall MacGinnis 


Sir Brian O'Neill...........-J3. R. Mageean 
Gavin Grogan..........R. H. MacCandless 


Sergeant Doyle.....6.s.++:- Charles Fagan 
MAMON WRMtG..cscciseccecs «..-Harold Griffin 
Hortenee O’Neill........-- Charlotte Tedlie 


Widow Whistler...............Nan Cullen 
Sir Richard O’Donnel..John M. Henderson 
Lady CO DORR 25 6s cde cec ess Meta Grainger 


With a little of the proverbial 
Celtic good fortune and the applica- 
tion of a soft pedal on tHe fact that 
the cast and story are both indi- 
genous to northern Ireland, this all- 
Irish film should do well among the 
sons of Erin. Since most of the 
Irish comes from the southern Cath- 
olic three-quarters of the isle, and 
the animosity toward the upper east- 
ern corner is w.k., knowledge of the 
film’s origin won’t a0 

Outside the expected patronage of 
Gaels, film would also fit in on twin 
bills in regular stands. Although no 
epic of Ireland, there is sufficjent 
interest in the romantic and comic 
angles of a not-altogether poor story. 

There’s little in the action to meet 
resentment among the _§ sensitive 
Irish. Plenty of producers have 
made the mistake of including pigs 
for background in plays and films 
concerning Ireland. There is no 
sorer spot with the race than asso- 
ciation with porkers. Rowdiness, 
uncouth manners, drunkenness, etc., 
have all had their part in aggravat- 
ing Irish audiences. But there is 
nothing so crass in ‘Luck.’ 

Cast, made up of the Belfast Rep- 
ertory Co., does well throughout. 
Acting honors, however, go to Rich- 
ard Hayward, who sings and con- 
vincingly portrays the role of a 
game warden and general man-of- 
the-manor. Kay Walsh as Eileen 
O’Donnel and Niall MacGinnis as 
Derek O'Neill supply a good heart 
throb for the light, trite story, with 
the usual ancestral home hanging on 








(Continued on page 27) 
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VARIETY 


PICTURES 





Wednesday, January 29, 1937 





Advance Production Chart 





Holiywood, Jan, 19. 
Only five features of the 15 slated to have been placed before the cam- 
eras last week by the major group of studios materialized. Failure for 
the other 10 to get under way was attributed to the failure to get suitable 


epidemic of flu. 
Though the production barometer registers a normal total of 42 features 


| in production, many of these have been held up due to sickness of prin- 
| cipals and executives involved in the making of these pictures. 


Added to the 10 features scheduled to start last week is an equal number 
waiting to get the gun, which indicates that as soon as the necessary man- 
players for the casts, illness of many actors suffering from the present | power and talent is available, the production scene in Hollywood for the 


|; next month will be a hectic one. 





Columbia 





Five in work, eight editing, five preparing. In work: 

*“RACKETEERS IN EXILE’ and ‘WEATHER OR NO,’ reported VARIETY, 
Dec. 30; ‘SPEED MAD’ and ‘TROUBLE IN MOROCCO,’ reported Jan, 13. 
Started last week: 

‘RACING LUCK,’ produced by Ralph Cohn, directed by Lambert Hillyer, 
original by Bert Granet, screen play by Granet and Lambert 
Cast: Dorothy Wilson, Charles Quigley 
Morgan, John Gallaudet, Gordon Elliott, Arthur Aylesworth. 

Story is action melodrama backgrounded against Indianapolis speedway 
and the midget automobile racing courses. Plot revolves around racing 
champion of big track and his kid brother on the midget courses. Sep- 


arated for years, and unknown to the younger brother, the older takes in | 


one of the kid’s races and finds he is using tricks that would disqualify 
him in the big league. Without revealing his identity, the older pals with 
the young racer and induces him to get into the three A’s by acting as his 
mechanic. A number of racing champions will be used in the picture, in- 
cluding Rex Mays, Bob Swanson and Louis Meyer. 

Readied to start: ‘THE NEW TRAIL AHEAD, ‘THE DEVIL 
ING,’ ‘VENUS MAKES TROUBLE,’ ‘HONEYMOON PILOT,’ 
FLUSH.’ 


IS DRIV- 
‘HEART 


Metro 





Eight in work, seven editing, six preparing. In work: 

‘“MAYTIME,’ reported Variety, Sept. 2; ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ re- 
ported Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct..7; ‘PARNELL,’ 
reported Nov. 18; ‘LAST OF MRS. CHEYNEY,’ reported Dee. 2; ‘MAN OF 
THE PEOPLE,’ reported Dec. 23; ‘BURNT FINGERS’ and ‘ESPIONAGE,’ 
reported Jan. 6. No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘MAN IN POSSESSION,’ ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ 
‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ ‘THEY 


Hillyer. | 
Eddie Nugent, Patricia Farr, Gene | 


Republic 


One in work, six editing, 10 preparing. 
reported VARIETY, Jan. 13. 





In work: ‘WITHOUT A NET,’ 
No new pictures started last week. 


Readied to start: ‘THE HIT PARADE,’ ‘EVER SINCE ADAM,’ ‘SPECIAL | 


| ORDERS’ and LEGION OF THE DAMNED.’ 
20th-Fox 


Five in work, six editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘NANCY STEELE IS MISSING,’ reported Variety, Dec. 2; ‘SEVENTH 
HEAVEN,’ reported Dec. 9; ‘THE LAST SLAVER,’ reported Dec. 30; ‘50 
| ROADS to TOWN’ and ‘DEAD YESTERDAY,’ reported 

new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘WAKE UP AND LIVE,’ ‘THAT I MAY LIVE,’ ‘MID- 
NIGHT TAXI’ and ‘WEE WILLIE WINKLE.’ 


United Artists : 


None in work, four editing, nine preparing. 

Readied to start: Walter Wanger unit: ‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ ‘CASTLES IN 
SPAIN,’ and ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING.’ Samuel Goldwyn unit: ‘THE 
WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ and ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ and Selz- 
nick-International unit: ‘PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ ‘THE WORLD’S OUR 
OYSTER,’ and ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER.’ 








Universal 


Four in work, nine editing, eight preparing. In work: 


| ‘CLASS P CY,’ ‘GIRL OVE f » reported as ‘PERSON 
GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘THE FOUNDRY,’ ‘SKIDDING, ‘NIGHT MUST | P CLASS PROPHECY,’ ‘GIRL OVERBOARD,’ reported as ‘PERSON TO 


FALL’ and ‘FIREFLY.’ 


Paramount 





Nine in work, 11 editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘SOULS AT SEA’ and ‘SWING HIGH, SWING LOW,’ reported VARIETY, 
Nov. 18: ‘THE LOVE TRAP,’ ‘INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY’ and 
‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ reported Dec. 30: ‘MURDER GOES TO COLLEGE,’ 
reported Jan. 6; ‘DANGER, MEN WORKING,’ and ‘HIGH, WIDE AND 
HANDSOME,’ reported Jan. 13. Started last week: 

‘THE YEARS ARE SO LONG,’ produced and directed by Leo McCarey, 
no writing credits. Cast: Beulah Bondi, Victor Moore, Fay Bainter, 
Thomas Mitchell, Barbara Read, Louise Beaver. 

Story based on modern parental devotion and sacrifices made to rear a 
family of five. After the children are grown and able to shift for them- 
selves they forget in the whirl of modern life that their parents had any- 
thing to do with bringing them up. Father dies of broken heart, and the 
placement of the mother in home for the aged brings the children to senses. 

Readied to start: ‘I MET HIM IN PARIS,’ ‘END OF ADVENTURE,’ and 


RKO-Radio 


Five in work, 10 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘CHINA PASSAGE,’ reported as ‘MISS CUSTOM’S 
AGENT’ and ‘ESCADRILLE,’ reported Variety, Dec, 23; ‘STEPPING 
TOES,’ reported Jan. 6. Started last week: _ ; 

‘WINGS OF MERCY,’ produced by Cliff Reid, directed by Lew Landers, 
original by Alice F. Curtis, screen play by Robert Bren, Edmund Hartman, 
G. V. Atwater, Thomas Glennon, Dwight Frye and Stanley Andrews. Cast: 
John Beal, Joan Fontaine, Phil Huston, Jane Walsh, George Irving, Billy 
Gilbert, Frank M. Thomas, Alec Craig, Dianna Gibson, Edward Van Sloan, 
Douglas Wood, James Conlin. 

Story is centered around young doctor who follows in his father’s foot- 
steps but falls for aviation. This detracts from his medical practice to a 
point where, on«a party,-he~#¥es a married woman to Philadelphia. The 
plane cracks up and the woman is killed. Finger of scandal points to 
him and he is ostracized. His medical career ruined, he goes to California, 
meets the man who had instructed him to fly and gets a job as mechanic. 
On an emergency call he’ endangers his life to save passengers of a 
cracked-up plane. Playing a lone hand he locates the plane, administers 
medical aid and saves several lives. As a reward he is reinstated into the 
family as well as the American Medical Association. 

Readied to start: ‘TAKE IT EASY,’ ‘CONVENTION IN 
‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT.’ 





CUBA,’ and 





PRODUCTION TABLE 


(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 


tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
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Balance 
Pix tobe Steries 
Number Pix now placed in 
- Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms, cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... 4: 655453 12 a x 26 q 
Larry Darmour........ 8 2 1 an se 1 
EE wll cree sedne oct 9 eae 6 25 5 
Hal Roach....... res 1 be 1 ry 1 
PARAMOUNT ...... coon’ 17 9 7 15 5 
B. P. Schulberg....... k 1 ow 1 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen...... ‘ & 2 ee 1 5 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 ee 1 5 1 
Frank Lloyd. ..... tans 1 ae 1 iz ro 
RKO RADIO....... cocen | 4 5 9 21 9 
David Loew...... eoeve 2 ‘3 ee 1 1 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 I o4 oe 5 1 
8 eee oe'ee 3 1 ee 6h 2 1 
REPUBLIC ........... oa. ae 9 1 5 41 & 
8 AT aera . ce 3 és 1 12 2 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 38 5 6 14 7 
- PPP ee ae 2 os i: deieacdiiags Oe 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: ; es 
Samuel Goldwyn..... s 7 2 ee 2 3 3 
Walter Wanger........ 7 1 ee 2 4 3 
Selznick ....... Seaeen 5 1 ee ws 4 3 
E. Berger “ese 600460@ 1 * ee * = 66 - -s —~<.o <a 
Criterion ........ cates 2 es ee oe 2 _ 
Korda Leondon.......-» 6 es oe - oe os 
UNIVERSAL e#eeveeeee 44 . a u * : 
wanna see eeeeeeeeee 6@ 31 5 21 3 12 
Totals ..ccivececeecs 512 142 42 82 246 73 


ERSON CALL,’ Variety, Dec. 23; ‘WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS,’ reported 
Dec. 30: Started last week: 

‘THE STONES CRY OUT,’ produced by Edmund Grainger, directed by 
Harold Young, original by Richard Wormser, screen play by Bruce Man- 
ning. 
Kalker, Edward Ellis, Benny Bartlett. 

Story concerns young physician with high ideals. He moves from big 
city overcrowded with doctors and drifts into a small town where he 
attempts to set up a clinic. 
politics and his fight to tear down and expose this brings about many melo- 
dramatic situations. 


HONOLULU,’ ‘SHORT HAUL,’ 
TREE RANGE,’ 


‘DELAY IN THE SUN,’ and 





Five in work, 21 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘MARKED WOMAN,’ ‘THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER,’ and ‘THE 
GO-GETTER,’ reported Variety, Dec. 16; ‘MARRY THE GIRL,’ reported 
Dec. 30. Started last week: 

‘DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by 
Frank McDonald, original story by William Jacobs, screen play by Crane 
Wilbur. Cast: Stuart Erwin, Jean Muir, Allen Jenkins, Glenda Farrell, 
Charles Foy, James Robbins, Gordon Hart, Veda Ann Borg. 

Story is farcical comedy centering around small town boy who inherits 
fortune and steps out into big city to see how rest of the people live. 
While in New 
play. 
walk out, leaving the angel to hold the sack. The boy has confidence and 
with the co-operation of the cast, play is changed from drama to comedy. 
It is a hit on Broadway. Everything is going okay until a playwright 
appears and demands 60% of the take on grounds of plagiarism. Boy 
stalls the demand until he can find a way out, and while doing this the 
original promoters want to buy back into the show. Boy sells for triple 
the sum he paid for it. 

Readied iar atin ‘KID GALAHAD,’ ‘THE SINGING MARINE,’ ‘PUBLIC 
WEDDING,’ ‘TALENT SCOUT’ and ‘BLACK WIDOW.’ 


CALENDAR OF FOREIGN RELEASES 











Foreign Language Films 


(Most of these available with English titles) 


Abyssinia (Russ) (Amkino). War record. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

Alla en Rancho Grande (Sp) Mexican musical. Tito Guizar. 
de Fuentes. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dee. 2. 

Amo Te Sola (It) (Nuovo Mondo). 


Rev. Dec. 16. 
Dir. Fernando 


tioti' 75 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22 

Amour de Toni, Les (Fr) (Metropolis). Heavy drama. Dir. Jean Renoir. 80 
mins. Rel Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. ‘ 

Anna (Russ) (Amkino) Love and intrigue on the steppes. Dir. Piriev. 90 
mins Rel. July 1. Rev. July 22. 


Anna und Elisabeth (Ger) (Casino) Heavy drama. Hertha Thiele, Dorothea 
Wiecke. Dir. Frank Wysbar. 70 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. July 1. 

Asi Es La Mujer (Sp). Frothy romance. Dir. Jose Bohr. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Az Uj Foeldeser (Hung). Semi-historical drama. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 
yRel. Sept. 15. 


Baratsagos Arcot Kerek (Hung) (Danubia).Romantic farce. Szoke Szakall. 70 


mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Barbier de Seville, Le (Fr) (Franco) Rossini’s opera. Andre Bauge. Dir. 
Jean Kemm. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 

Barcarole (Ufa) (Ger). Offenbach’s opera. Gustav Froehlich. Dir. Eric 
Neusser. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Qct. 21. 

Befehl ist Befehl (Ger) (Casino). Army farce. Weiss Ferd]. Dir. A. Elling. 
0 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Betterstudent, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Millocker’s opera. Marikka Rokk. Dir. Georg 
Jacoby. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Birobidjian (Russ) (Amkino). Life in Soviet’s Jewish colony. Dir. V. Korsch- 
Sabli 84 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21 


lin. 
Bolek and Lolek (Pol). 
Rev. Dec. 16. 


Musical comedy. Dir. J. Rosen. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


Calandria, La (Sp). Romance of a singer. Dir. Fernando de Fuertes. 60 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 1. 
Calvario de Una Esposa, El (Sp). Mexican sentimental drama. Dir. Juan Orol. 
0 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 
Campo Di Maggio (It) (New World). Story by Mussolini about Napoleon. Dir 
a Yorsane 100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16. 


Capello a Tre Punte, tl (It) (New World). Farce. Dir. Mario Camerini. 170 
mins. Rel Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. :; 


Ciboulette (Fr) (Franco). Operetta. Dir. Claude Lara. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 
Cieca di Sorrento, La (It) (Nuovo Mondo). From Mastriani’s classic. Dir. 


Nunzio Malasomma. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Aug. 5. 
Drei Blaue tag (Ger) (Casino). Nazi naval life. Dir. Carl Boese. 70 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 15. 


Edes Mostoha (Hung) (Danubia). Kid’s yarn. Dir, Bela Balogh. 95 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 

Ein Auto und Kein Geld (Ger) (Germania). Musical farce. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 
mins. Aug. 12. 








& 
Kia Lied; Ein Kuss, Eim Maedel (Ger) (Germania). 


Rel. Aug, 1. Rev 
} Cinderella again, with 
(Continued on page 29) ny wi Ds 


Jan, 13. No | 


Cast: John Howard, Nan Grey, Judith Barrett, Robert Wilcox, Henry | wR 


In this effort he is confronted with crooked | 


Readied to start: ‘NIGHT KEY,’ ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ ‘WINGS OVER | 
‘SMOKE | 


ork, couple of show promoters induce him to finance new | 
It is tried out in a small town and realizing it is a flop the promoters | 


Love under handicap. Dir. Mario Mat- 


| Cielito Lindo (Sp). Mexican made romance. Dir. R. O’Quigley. 80 mins. Rel.. 
ov. 1. 


Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Jan, 19. 

Henry Mowbray, Ramsey Hil] 
Lionel Pape, Sam Wren, Wallace 
Gregory, David Newell, Henry Ber. 
nard, Douglas Gordon, Betty Lor- 
raine, Margaret Daggett, Gay Rob- 
bins, Harrison Meeker, Norman 
Ainsley, Charles Hall, Frank Walsh 
Betty Miller, Donald Hall, John 
Huettner, Jean de Briac, Leonard 
Mudie, ‘Stepping Toes,’ RKO. 
_ Zeffie Tilbury, Abe Reynolds. | 
lian Castle, Al Kline, Russ Powel] 
Max Lucke, Julius Molnar, Walt 
Robbins, Diana Gibson, Vince Bar- 
nett, Owen Davis, Jr., 
RKO. 

Max Linder, Edward 
| Jonathan Hale, Douglas 
| Begg, Stanley Andrews, 
Mercy,’ RKO. 

Joe De Stefani, Ted 
Jack Luden, Reed Howes, Jay Eato) 
Wally Dean, Lloyd Ingram. Edna 
| Sturgeon, Julia Griffiths, ‘Toast 
New York,’ RKO. 

Thelma Leeds, Mark ‘Kelly. Nat 
Perrin. Ted Shane, script, Ne 
| Faces of 1937,’ RKO. 

Jack Oakie, Victor 
ae Revels,’ RKO. 

Robert J. Bren, Edmund Hartman, 
script, “Tomorrow’s Headline,’ RKO. 

Philip G. Epstein, Jacques Thiery, 
screenplay, ‘Perfect Harmony,’ RKO. 
Harry Segall, script, ‘Women Are 
Poison,’ RKO. 
Frank Faylin, 
Dance,’ WB. 
Teddy Hart, Mary Treen, 
Scout,’ WB. 
AddiséirRichards;, Veda Ann Bo 
‘Steel Highway,’ WB. 


— 





sil- 





‘Escadrille.’ 


Van Sle an, 
Wood, Bil] 
“Win: of 


Thomp on 
‘ 
Ol 


Ww 


Moore, 


“Radio 


‘Dance, Charlie 


“Talent 


| Eddie Acuff, ‘The Singing Marine’ 
| WB. 
Joe Cunningham, ‘Kid Galahad’ 


WB. 
Olin Howland and Charles Judels, 
‘Marry the Girl,’ WB 


Alan Hale, ‘Prince and the Pauper,’ 

Josephine Hutchinson, ‘Life of 
Emile Zola,’ WB. 

Charles Middleton, ‘New Trail 


Ahead,’ Col. 
John Dilson, ‘Speed Mad,’ Col. 
Charles Hamilton, Ray Bennett, 
Harry Fleishman, David Tillotson, 
| William Lally, Lester Dorr, ‘Racket- 
eers in Exile,’ Col. 
ow Denny, ‘Weather or No,’ 
ol. 
Marion Orth, scripting, ‘Paradise 
Island,’ Mono. 
Phil Regan, ‘Hit Parade,’ Rep. 





Blanche Rayson, ‘Ever’ Since 
| Adam,’ Rep. 
| Carleton Young, Richard -Beach, 


| Wilfred Lucas, Fred Frink, Wilbur 
| Scott, John Holland, Jack Kenny, 
| James Parker, Louis La Bly, William 
| Lemuels, ‘Without a Net,’ Rep. 

Bert Glennon, David Niven, ‘Pris- 
oner of Zenda,’ S-I. 

Edward Ellis, Harry C. Bradley, 
Frank Coghlan, Jr., William Gould, 
Martin Turner, Robert Wilcox, “The 
| Stones Cry Out,’ U. 

Pat O'Malley, Eddie Dunn, Monte 
| Montague, Ralph Dunn, William 
| Wayne, Mabel Colcard, Harry Brad- 

ley, Michael Fitzmaurice, Robert 
Dalton, Robert Whitney, Betty Jane 
| Rhodes, ‘Person to Person Call,’ U. 
| Grady Sutton, ‘We Have Our Mo- 
| ments,’ U. 
| Barbara Read, Jean Rouverol, ‘The 


| 





Road Back,’ U. 

Sidney Blackmer, ‘Private Enemy,’ 
| 20th-F. 

Paul Hurst, Spencer Chartres, Jim 
| Toney, ‘Fifty Roads to Town,’ U. 

Robert Murphy, Edward Deering, 
| George Humbert, Granville Bates, 
| Cecil Weston, Wade Boteler, Russ 
|Clark, Harry Tyler, Hal Nieman. 
| Frank Coleman, ‘Nancy Steele Is 
| Missing,’ U. 
| George Walcott, Lona Andre, ‘Dead 
Yesterday,’ 20th-F. 
| Condos Bros., Grace Bradley, Ned 
| Sparks, ‘Wake Up and Live,’ 20th-F. 

Douglas Scott, ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ 
20th-F. 

Grover Liggon, Hal Craig, Harry 
Watson, Robert Honans, Stanley 
Mack, Gloria Roy, Georgia Caine, 
Vernon Steele, ‘Time Out for Ro- 
mance.’ 20th-F. 

George Lynn, Mack Gray, Charles 
Moore, Lee Bowman, ‘Internes Can't 
Take Money,’ Par. 

John Andrisano, Barlow Borland, 
Charles Wilson, Dale Armstrong, 
Charles Sherlock, Dorothy Tennant, 
Jack Chapin, Jack Baxley, Ernie 
Alexander, Ron Wilson, Stanley Bly- 
stone, Leigh Tyler, ‘Murder Goes to 
College,’ Par. 

Esther Howard, 
Swing Low,’ Par. 

Maurice Liu, Lotus Liu, Racquel 
Echeverria, ‘Waikiki Wedding,’ Par. 

Roger Imhof, ‘Two Shall Meet,’ 
Zeidman. 

Man Mountain Dean, ‘Three Le- 
gionaires,’ General. 

Margo, ‘Hurricane,’ Goldwyn. 

Marguerite Marquis, Jean Perry, 
Jack Cheve, Bob Decodic, Ann Ruth- 
= Herbert Corthell, ‘Espionage, 


‘Swing High, 


Inez Courtney, Gregory Gaye, 
‘Someday Soon,’ MG short. 

Melville Cooper, Leland Hodgson. 
Lillian Rich, ‘Man in Possession,’ MG. 

Harry Lash, Ray Flynn, Jack 
Dailey, William Elmer, Guinnes 
Davis, ‘A Day at the Races,’ MG. | 

Clarence Wilson, Guinnes Davis, 
‘Parnell,’ MG. 

Jehn Hamilton, Jane Martel, ‘No 
More Tears,’ Schulberg. 
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MOST POPULAR CONCERT STAR... Ameri 
. America’s favorite 


concert sin 
er 
to-coast oe ae Swarthout, leaves on 
- > = a c ‘ 
for “Cha tour gathering wider audi a 
ampagne Waltz” ider audiences 












er the country have LUGGAGE _ , « Elaborate MacMurray displays have 
been sent scores carrying “Val-A-Pak” luggage 
ge ads. featuring star ao 


makers 
“al-A-Pak” has placed lat 
picture fan magazines. 


Men’s stores all ov 
ding motion 
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Manufacturing Co., 
and supplied with blow- 
picture, in lea 


dvertisement appears 
been contacte 
nt Press Book. 


ace WATCH TIE-UP. . - This * 
in newspapers all over the country in five columns 
by 200 line size. in dealers have displays 
and advertising to tie in with exhibitor. 
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KI TUNES...Fout musical hits from “Champagn Waltz are already selling big as sheet music (Famous JUBILEE OPENINGS...On January 32nd in all the capita 
Music, Popular Melodies) and on victor, Dec, Melorone and Brunswick records. They are: “The key theatres will play day and date showings of “Champ4 
Merry-Go-Round’ “When 1s A Kiss Not A Kiss?” ‘Paradise 19 Waltz Time” and “Champagne Waltz”. in honor © Mr. Zukor, giving tremendous publicity to the Pp 
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SILVER . . - Oneida, Ltd., makers of popular 1881 (R) DANCE CONTEST...Co-operatins with “Dance’, 
Rogers (R) Silverware, have sent attractive displays built a program for spectacular Veloz and Yolanda “Champagne Waltz 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Back from a tussle with picture- 
making on the Coast, where he 
turned out his maiden screen effort 
for Universal, Leon Leonidoff has 
produced a three-part stage pres- 
entation to go with ‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ (20th) that is distinguished 





principally by its lack of body. The | 
settings are lavish and colorful, the | 
lighting good and the costuming orb- 
ful, but, divested of production back- | 
ground and the _ballet-Rockettes- 
choral groups, there is little left. 

Nowhere on the show is a punch 
to be found, the nearest approach 
being the two Spanish dances by 
Rosita Ortega (New Acts), who was 
recently at the Rainbow Room. Un- | 
fortunate for Miss Ortega is the fact | 
that the stage show so skimpy | 
around her. 

Other talent includes Jameg Evans, 
foot juggler, who, while being the | 
‘big act’ in the final scene here, any- 
where else, including in vaudeville, 
would be a five-minute opening nov- 
elty under yesteryear variety 
standards, Evans, notwithstanding 
that he is virtually sharing headline 
honors on the show with Miss 
Ortega, has a good act as acts of his 
description go. He juggles large 
rubber halls with great pedal agility, 
handling three at a time, and closes 
kicking a_ star-shaped contraption 
around. The latter is gaily painted 
so that when it is spun Christmas 
tree effects are produced around 
most of the house. He’s a vaude 
vet, and adaptable for niteries also. 

Two singers appear in the opening 
number, Robert Weede, as a bride- 
groom, and Marion Raber, latter a 
contralto. Miss Raber opens the 
scene in a brief voice display, Weede, 
a baritone, getting better spotting. 
Both voices are satisfactory. Another 
single, appearing toward the end, 
is Dorothy Crooker. She gives an 
exhibition of fine balancing on one 
foot, keeping the other in the air 
as she moves half way across the 
stage and around in circles. 

The theatre’s choral ensemble 
backs the voices of the Raber-Weede 
pair on the opening, while the ballet 
has the middle number to itself, a 
ritual dance in the ruins of a mon- 
astery garden. It’s fair. The ballet 
group also figures in the finale, but 
tke stint is small. Russell Markert’s 
poe gg Rockettes gain the most 
auffience attention, as usual. This 
week the girls, in gaily colored cos- 
tumes, in line with the Spanish motif 
of the whole show, are doing a 
tricky staccato number. 

In addition to the feature, over 
here from a six-and-half weeks’ $2 
twice-daily run at the Astor, the 
show includes newsreels and the 
new issue of March of Time (RKO). 
Latter was cut to one subject when 
caught Thursday night. Char. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Mild bill of fare dished up on 
stage currently as adjunct to De- 
Mille’s “The Plainsman’ (Par). Trio 
of acts with the house’s 24 Fanchon- 
ettes and the California Collegians 
band make up the so-so offering. 

Fanchonettes open and close with 
couple of novelty routines that give 
plenty of color and diversion. Open- 
ing routine has them first introduced 
in groups of four with their front 
monikers flashed on drapes. Then 
into a brisk precision number. For 
closing, gals cavort atop large bowls 
with balloons affixed to their heads 
and arms. 

Collegians rate just fair as a stage 
unit and much of their singing is 
slightly off key. Best turn is Helen 
Charleston, comedienne, who offers 
a number of imitations and winds up 
with a high-pitchec song that re- 
veals her as possessing a healthy pair 
of pipes, 

Marcy. Bros. and Beatrice, two 
nimble dancing comics and a spright- 
ly gal, indulge in a lot of hoke. 

emme is a clever contortionist and 
all hoof expertly. 

Garner, Wolfe and Hakins, assisted 
by Jack Eagon, offer a somewhat 
crude imitation of the Three Stooges. 
Their low comedy is particularly 
rough in spots. Best feature of the 
act is harmonica playing by one of 
the early comedy trio. 

Screen also has the Adolph Zukor 
Jubilee trailer and Paramount News. 
Opening matinee had lower floor ca- 
pacity, with balcony a 

wa. 


is 





STATE, N. Y. 


Week after New Year’s, N. Y.’s 
vaude show-case was on a four shows 
per day basis, but starting Friday 
(15) with a new bill, it jumped back 
to five performances and six on 
Saturday. Last show on the openin 
day the house was jammed on bot 
floors. On the stage was Milton Berle 
and on the screen the splendidly 
colored ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA). 

Berle is about to invade -Holly- 
wood. The comedian chose to thank 
the audience for building him up 
and making the Coast bid possible. 
As a matter of fact, Berle’s vaude 
salary went up two G’s since his re- 
cent radio performances and his 
stipend for the week at the State is 
a nifty $4,500 plus a split of the 
gross over 000. 

He m.c.’s an elementary but en- 
tirely effective show. All singles and 
all in one, except the Jaccopi Troupe 


the long day. It was Bert Frohman | 


| bler turned 


of teeterboard acrobats. Not a let- | 
down during the hour’s stage show, 
with Berle putting in plenty of time 
on the stage. The acrobats have been 
standard with the Ringling circus. 
Frequently they would miss the 
tandem back sommersault from the 
board, but not at the State. To go 
through missing five times daily 
would be too much. But it is show- 
manship in the big show. 

The various singles on with Berle | 
tied up things at varied times during 





who turned the trick at the finale 
performance with his idea of ‘Pen- 
nies from Heaven.’ Boy has an en- 
gaging personality and knows how 
to sell songs. He’s been a click at 
the Paradise restaurant on Broad- 
way as the m.c. Earlier another war- 
in an excellent score, 
Doris Rhodes from the Coast being 
the winner. Miss Rhodes is an- 
nounced as coming from a Hollywood | 
cafe, but she has other experience. 
She is using ‘It’s De-Lovely’ from | 
‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ among other 
ditties. 

Judge Hugo Straight, from Berle’s 
radio program (Gillette), is the next- 





Tom Mack, a fellow with a high 
pitched voice. Mack’s make-up §in- 
cludes Yellow Kid ears and the extra 
pair of pants sewed on the back of 
his coat. He works principally with 
Berle and gets laughs via the box 
plant, who scrams downstairs and 
puts in the loud laugh. Fifth act in 
the show is Betty Kean, a tap dancer 
dolled up like Eleanor Powell. Open- 
ing, she did well enough and seemed 
better with her own stuff than in 
imitating Miss Powell. 

Berle winds it up with a lyric 
after getting plenty from his kidding 
about radio broadcasts. The kid is| 
on his way up. Has been for some | 
time and he should not miss out in| 
the west. Ibee. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Jan. 15. 

Headlining the stage side of the 
layout here this week is Ken Mur- 
ray, assisted by his stooge, Oswald. 
The act gets going when Marlyn 
Stuart squeals from wings the tag 
line of Murray’s radio period, ‘Mama, 
that man’s here again.’ 


Probably the trade would feel 
that prime importance in the Hipp 
show is that, ‘Mama, those men are 
here again.’ They are the members 
of the Original Dixieland Jazz Band, 
reunited and back on a stage again 
after 11 years. They are Nick La 
Rocca on trumpet, Tony Sbarbaro at 
drums, Eddie Edwards tooting the 
trombone, Larry Shields on clarinet, 
and Russel Robinson knuckling the 
piano. Added for these stage dates 
is bass-player Harry Barth, who was 
not with the original outfit. 

Few years back there was pub- 
lished a pop tagged ‘Dixieland Band.’ 
Its lyrics contended that the outfit 
needed a second cornet, failed to add 
it and consequently ‘that caused the 
ruin of the Dixieland Band.’ While 
literal interpretation of pops’ lyrics 
are never to be taken, Dixieland 
Band was never ruined; never re- 
quired a second cornet. Proof is this 
appearance. 

Idsters group in oldtime fashion. 
Unfortunately boys aren’t getting 
the spotlight they deserve. They’re 
pert of Murray’s act and, with two 

rief exceptions, there’s something in 
front of band all times. That makes 
the band Murray’s stooge, in addi- 
tion to Oswald—what with merely 

laying accomp or straighting for 
urray, Oswald and Marlyn Stuart. 

Band is on last, before nifty little 
cut-down setting, and the boys could 
be drawn out from the drapes for 
what would make better view from 
sides of auditorium. Sextet starts 
with ‘Tiger Rag,’ then ‘Clarinet Mar- 
malade Blues.’ After these, Murray 
hokes a number, Miss Stuart slips 
on for a song-and-strut and some 
biz with the comic; Oswald hauls 
on his squeeze-box for two pieces, 
plus session with Murray, and that’s 
that, with exception of Barth bring- 
ing his bass down to foots for some 
humorous byplay. It is felt by 
many that the band should be 
given greater freedom. To many 
that old outfit has been mythical, 
especially in last year-and-half, when 
swing music has impressed itself on 
consciousness of so many. Murray 
didn’t even adequately explain 
band’s background when intro’ing 
it. Comic should certainly take ad- 
> ‘gamed of what he has in his own 
ac 

Entire show this week runs about 
40 minutes, held down because of 





ck-pressed tronage drawn by 
urray and ‘Winterset’ (RKO), and 
also because ‘March of Time’ reel 


has to be squeezed in. As a show it 
decidedly devastated the standee 
trade late Saturday afternoon. 

Three Miller Bros., colored lads, 
open with their flashy tapping. Very 
snappy act. Murray starts with 
monolog, and then the quaint Os- 
wald strolls on, and former straights 
for his a style. When caught, 
that slow st was at times over- 
done. 

Material boys are using is a shade 
too rough at times for radio, but not 
outside zone permissible for vaude. 
Gags are good. Murray is working 
especially hard. 

iss Stuart is a blonde looker, 
well set off by her sky-blue diaphan- 
ous pajamas; ability pars her sight 





advante ges. Bert. 


to-closer. He is otherwise known as |}- 





RONACHER, VIENNA 


Vienna, Jan. 6. 

Chaz Chase has conquered Vienna 
with his funny act. Old timers here 
must think back many years to re- 
member a similar funny man. 

This months Ronacher bill is made 
up on the slogan of lots of laughs. 
It is a difficult task for the Armin 
Berg comedians of local fame and 
the Three Baldoon clowns to appear 
on the same program with Chaz 
Chase, but they get away with it. A 
sketch, ‘No Money,’ with Max Brod, 
come back from the _ legitimate 
operetta stage, brings more fun to 


| the program. Score of local artists 


fill out the bill excellently. 





Ronacher is fighting a bitter battle. | 


The Viennese are not so very eager 
for comedy these days, the main 


| cause having been the lack of funny 
making | 


local numbers. But he is 
slow headway with imports. Maass. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Big doin’s around the Par this 
week and for the next week or two, 
at least, judging by the b.o. tempo. 
‘The Plainsman’ (Par-DeMille) is 
the marguee lodestone, with Ray 
Noble on the rostrum supported by 
Sheila Barrett, The Merry Macs (3), 
Lynn Martin, Edna Sedgwick and 
Howard Barrie. 

Noble and the mimic, Miss Barrett, 


are an old Rainbow Room combo, 
transplanted. to the Paramount 
podium, with the clever mime 
pacing her stuff punchily for the 
picture house public. Her Lionel 
Barrymore version of ‘Goody Goody,’ 
and then as a Bankheadish dramatic 
femme might do it, send her off 
right and set her in strong. Mae 
West as Juliet, and the nite club 
stew are other strong interludes. 

Noble’s musical contribution is 
well-balanced and deft albeit a bit 
too modest. First brought to U. S. 
attention via his crack Victor record- 
ings and his international song hits 
—The Very Thought of You,’ ‘Love 
Is the Sweetest Thing,’ ‘Goodnight 
Sweetheart,’ etc—a medley of the 
Noble catalog plus the Victor record 
rep could well be featured to estab- 
lish him. Not that Noble doesn’t 
register under his present sequence, 
but, for future reference, this is a 
thought when framing a Paramount 
repeat. As it is, this is his second 
lap here. 

When. Noble announces ‘Sweet- 
heart’ for the finale number it was 
met with somewhat mild surprise 
that he also authored it. And also, 
just before that, the first reference 
to his recordings was his foxtrot 
arrangement of ‘Blue Danube Waltz.’ 
It so happens this was one of his top 
disk sellers and an arrangement which 
several other bands have frankly 
filched for bush league stage usages, 
and its up-front highlighting might 
have made for better showmanship. 

The English maestro has a crew of 
14 including four brass, four reeds, 
two violins, piano, traps, string bass 
and drums. His brass, an okay 
clarinet, a hot drummer and a good 
rhythmic slap-bass assert themselves 
in the moderated swing interludes, 
but in the main he’s smooth and 
sweet without being too salon. 

Of the surrounding specialists, be- 
sides the mimic, Howard Barrie, in 
lieu of Al Bowlly, Noble’s English 
barytone, does his vocalization high- 
lights in impressive style. The Merry 
Macs (3) work with (Miss) Lynn 
Martin in the other vocal ensembles. 
Edna Sedgwick is a tapster who's 
been around in the niteries, et al. 
and flashes a shapely set of gams 
through revealing gossamer that 
passes for a skirt. However, her 
Harlows and the general coutourier 
motif could be softened for better 
stage appeal. Taps are competent 
according to present-day standard. 
Stage portion runs 40 minutes. 

Don Baker at the console, news- 
reel and usual Silver Jubilee trail- 
ers round it out. ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
next. ‘Plainsman’ is ballyed as the 
first of the Zukor Jubilee shows and 
the b.o. reaction apparently very 
responsive. Abel. 


‘“  ROXY, N. Y. 


Third week of ‘One in a Million’ 
(20th) brings a new show to the 
house. 

It’s close to burlesk stuff. Nude- 
ness of the chorines is the highlight. 
It’s leg stuff sold in quantity. Re- 
finement therefore is not to be found 
in the current performance and 
even Marty May, m.c., pulls the key- 
note when he enters to ask the line 
girls whether they are not dressed 
for bed, instead of a stage. 

May is breezy and brief with 
his introes and offers good comedy 
in his simulations of early morn- 
ing radio performers. Nadine Gae 
and Kirk Allen, in a_ ballroom 
number are up against it by being 
finalists in an overdone elaborate 
finale, which is nothing more 
than a clash of color and cos- 
tume and certainly overlong. The 
line is as much overdressed in this 
number as they are undressed in 
their opening number. Gae and Allen 
deserve better spotting. They are a 
graceful pair. 

Bill Steele, baritone, sings the 
opening and the closing number, do- 
ing the first better than the last. 

Show opens snappily. with ‘the line 
clad in brief trimmings. Opening is 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





a studio layout, with girls simulating 
artists painting on easels, The 
dancers themselves bring’ these 
boards on stage. Steele, in smock, 
sings for them and May shoos the 
girls offstage. 

Jean Lorraine, a comedy contor- 
tionist, helps maintain a jocular 
trend throughout the show. She 
slips in and out between numbers to 
do some bit in solo or with some 
other performer. Her association with 
the show is beneficial to the whole 
proceedings. She does a comic adagio 
number with Ken and Roy Paige, 
roughhouse acro-dancing act, which 
might or might not have been im- 
provised. The Paige act has an easy 
time solving the amusement prob- 
lems of the Roxy customers. The 
boys are fast enough and rough 
enough to crack anybody into smiles. 

One of the niftiest bits reminiscent 


: | 
of what has been lost to the theatre | idee. Melet, wite holds the titic 


with the stifling of vaude is Edward 


| Rickard. He is titled ‘The Shadow- 


man.’ He stereoptics on a _ screen 


|}comedy figures composed by him 
| only with fingers and hands except 


for some simple props. 

Katherine Hariff does a neat toe 
tap in front of the line early in the 
show. Line also is used in an old 
vaude novelty number. The girls reg 
their brightly colored costumes to 
outline a picture on a large frame. 
An optical illusion bit that goes over 
all right, although carried out some- 
what slowly. 

Show runs around 54 minutes. 
Maybe it might be trimmed for bet- 
ter pacing, but that would make it 
tough, because at the Roxy quantity 
is as important as quality. It’s dished 
out so that the show often has the 
semblance of being fuller than it 
actually is. Shan. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 15. 
It's probably entertainments like 
Harry Howard’s ‘Hollywood Hotel 
Revue’ that’s sending the Stanley 
back to straight pix in a couple of 
weeks. Deluxe bookings for this unit 
could have been made possible only 
by general paucity of shows and ex- 

orbitant demands of stage names. 
‘Hollywood Hotel Revue,’ which 
has no connection with ether pro- 
gram bearing that name, is merely a 


tab show with pretensions and, aside 
from a couple of first-rate special- 
ists, drags through an hour of flat 
production numbers, dull comedy 
and listless singers. Notices for this 
one when it started out months ago 
were pretty glowing, but flock of 
cast replacements and other changes 
have evidently left their mark. 

In connection with unit, Howard 
on opening night in every town 
stages a ‘Hollywood Premiere,’ with 
klieg lights and all the trimmings. 
Has about a dozen masks of various 
cinema stars, sticks them onto some 
of his chorines and has them step- 
ping from cabs into the theatre while 
the lokeyokes look on. It’s also a 
number that’s used in the show 
proper, apparently to carry the 
‘Hollywood’ designation. 

It’s obvious, however, that Howard 
originally had a lot of nudity to sell, 
but Stanley has had too many com- 
plaints on this score of late and man- 
agement is unwilling to take any 
chances. As result, the gals are all 
well-draped this week and unit is 
even without that sales point. 

Show’s lone sock is Sibyl Bowan, 
the mime who was last on Broadway 
in Earl Carroll’s ‘Sketch Book.’ She’s 
a smart performer and mixes her 
shrewd impersonations with show- 
manship. Among the other featured 
turns only Stanley Bros. and adagio 
team of Clark and Eaton show any- 
thing at all. Stanleys have a few 
moments of good soft-shoe acrobatic 
hoofing, while gal in the twist-and- 
turn pair is a remarkably lithe 
young lady who comes through with 
some unusual calisthenics. 

Also billed are Orval Whitlege and 

Clara Barry. Whitlege works first 
as a single, with couple of stooges in 
audience heckling him, and _ the 
oldies they get off would bring a 
blush of shame to Joe Miller’s ghost. 
Later, he comes on with Miss Barry, 
husky singing comedienne, and 
crossfire is at least a little better, 
although femme puts it on a bit too 
thickly. 
_ Vocal end in production numbers 
is handled by James Little, with a 
fairly decent set of pipes, but a per- 
sonality that constantly works 
against him, and Wilma Horner, a 
looker late of burlesque, who does 
only one number, however. An- 
other vocalist is Herbert Ertl, with 
the voice of a romantic juvenile and 
the pan of a comedian. 

Chorus of 12 gals doesn’t reveal 
anything out of ordinary and flash of 
backgrounds is confined to a winding 
staircase for a parade routine and 
couple of big curtains. One of the 
heralded production numbers is 
‘Dance of the Dresden Dolls,’ which 
consists of nothing but the chorines 
doing the old ‘Rose Marie’ business, 
but not nearly so effectively, with 
tiny dolls. 

Another team, Norman Bros., is 
billed, but they’re not on hand un- 
less they happen to be the duo who 
help Whitlege from audience. 

Dave Broudy’s band works from 
pit this week under baton of Mack 
Davis, unit’s musica] director. Fea- 
ture is ‘God’s Country and the 
Woman’ (WB) and only a Par news- 
reel to round out the bill. Cohen. 
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ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 6. 

Noel-Noel, pop French screen and 
legit actor, tops this offering, which 
despite its bright spots, is loaded toc 
heavily with dancers and acrobats. 
Whether a coincidence or not, two 
acrobatic acts present very similar 
routines. Elimination of one would 
have helped. Three American acts 
are used. 

Alhambra Girls open with a waltz 
number, to give way to George 
Tracy and Inge Anderson, first 
Yanks to appear. Miss Anderson's 
song in English is cold, as is also her 
curt tap dance afterwards. But Tracy 
does well with his Napoleonic hat 
and antics with a trombone fitted 
with a rubber slide. Burlesque dance 
they present is liked for the finish. 

Rolet and Semey, dance team. fol- 
of 
Apollo of France, 1936, takes to 
sailor’s attire for his version of an 
apache dance. Girl lends herself to 
the treatment splendidly but appears 
a bit heavy. They garner better 
than midling returns to give way to 
Morelly and Pelot. Two singers have 
been seen too much in this town. 
Good French act of its kind, but 
even French audiences get tired. 

Thompson and dog Bill follow. An 
admirably trained black shaggy 
creature, dog barks addition, sub- 
traction and odd numbers up to nine 
called out by the audience, with 
Thompson working in the house. 

Tom Jersey, who follows, starts 
with some magic like putting a glass 
of milk in a short hollow tube and 
then producing it from his pocket, 
but does best with manipulations of 
nimble fingers. With a small pro- 
jector, his hand-shadows make good 
likenesses of the heads of Beethoven, 
Wagner, Briand and Napoleon. 

Guta and Svea, two Swedish 
dancers, fair with slow acrobatics 
and waltz steps. Graceful enough. 
but somehow they can’t put it over 
to the best advantage. 

Marthea Merryfield, second Ameri- 
can to appear, does not do as well 
as she deserves with her nude spider- 
dance. It’s either a nude dance or it 
ain’t with the French, so_ they 
wonder about the soft light routine. 

Rene Paul, substituted at the last 
moment for Pierre Dac, still draws 
fairly with his songs, despite his too 
frequent appearance on Paris music- 
hall stages. All French, his act con- 
sists of songs and jokes on politics 
and politicians. ; 

Roberto de Vasconcellos finishes 
the first bracket with two trained 
horses. First, a mammoth white, 
steps lively for his size to keep 
lumbering time to march music, 
while the second shows much more 
finished training. This little chestnut 
catches the time beat to waltzes, fox 
trots, marches and even a rhumba. 

Two Harrises open the second half 
with some head and hand balancing 
to fade for Darlene Walders. Dancer 
does a routine that is not only differ- 
ent but put over in a manner that 
clicks. Fast and snappy, her jazz 
acrobatics, got one of the best hands 
of the show, night caught. 

Noel-Noel was repeatedly recalled 
to sing more of his own songs to his 
own accompaniment, despite the fact 
he presented the same repertoire 
offered the two previous weeks at 
the A. B. C. ? 

Nello and Partner, bicycle act, is 
next to catch a fair amount of 
laughs. Nello does acrobatics and 
cracks wise from amusing angles 
atop a bicycle ridden by the partner. 
Usual bicycle routine done by the 
partner between Nello’s appearances. 

Les Albertini, another acrobatic 
act closes. Not much difference in 
the routine and that of the Harris 
twins, except that these two do part 
of their act with some pole balancing. 

Bernadette Dugue announces the 
acts; Serge Glykson in the pit. 

Ugo. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Between the Mattson kidnapping, 
the auto strike and the plane crash 
which brought death to Martin 
Johnson, the newsreels are able to 
relegate the war in Spain to second 
place this week. Universal leads off 
on the finding of the body of the 
Mattson boy, with its usual grisly 
fidelity, showing the body being re- 
moved to an ambulance and the de- 
pression in the snow still outlining 
the childish form. Paramount fol- 
lows with the government reward 
circulars and J. Edgar Hoover going 
into action. Universal coverage '5 
the outstander, with the murderers 
footprints and auto tracks to sup- 
plement the other shots. : 

Paramount, however, regains 
ground with nice coverage of the 
auto strikers, Pathe sharing some 
of the footage on this subject. Pathe 
digs into the library for other ex- 
amples of strike difficulties to give 
a little more action to what might 
otherwise have been rather quiet 
demonstrations. . 

Morocco as the new sore spot in 
the Spanish situation is well 
handled, mostly with library clips 
of the military setup, and the time- 
liness entirely in the narrative. 

Universal is on top again with the 
Sierra Madre crash, showing close 
and clear pictures of the shattered 
plane and the removal of the vic- 
tims, with more library stuff on the 
Johnsons; an intimate picture of the 


(Continued on page 29) 
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Among New U. S. Bills, Child Labor 


Could Affect Films; Another NRA 





Washington, Jan. 19. 
A drive to prohibit child labor in 


interstate commerce developed last, 


week as the flood of business-regu- 
lation bills advocated in Congress 
showed no signs of tapering off. 
With several additional control 
schemes being offered, members of 
the House and the Senate dropped in 
the legislative hopper five measures 


which would directly forbid inter- | 


state commerce in articles produced 
by any employer 


ures which would accomplish this 
end by different routes were submit- 
ted, along with new Federal license 
proposals. 
The child 


labor measures were 


pretty much alike. Two, offered by | 


Senator Bennett Clark of Missouri 
and Congressman William P.:Con- 
nery of Massachusetts, fixed no age 


limit, leaving up to respective com- | 


mittees the task of deciding how old 
kids must be to engage in manufac- 
turing. 

One sponsored by Representative 
Richard Wigglesworth of Massachu- 
setts fixed the age limit at 16. while 
others offered by Congressman Fran- 
cis Culkin of New York and Senator 
Arthur Capper of Kansas proposed 
a ban on youths under 18. 

Under none of these bills could 
film producers or other industries 


ship in interstate commerce products | 
made at places where children below | 
the stipulated age were employed. | 


There are no exemptions for messen- 
gers, office boys, or talent. 

A broad licensing bill requiring 
employers to live up to standards 
of the N.R.A, was introduced by 
Representative Connery, while Sen- 
ator William E. Borah of Idaho sug- 
gested a similar: measure which was 
aimed at trusts and monopolies. The 
Connery bill, creating a three-man 
commission to issue franchises, speci- 
fies no employer can operate in inter- 
state commerce unless he agrees to 
observe a 30-hour week, pay just 
wages, refrain from using child la- 
bor, and bargain collectively with 
his help. The Borah bill stipulates 
that the Federal Trade Commission 
may refuse to license any employer 
who does not furnish detailed infor- 
mation about ownership, fiscal! affairs, 


and management, or who appears to} 


have a monopoly. 


One Iowa Senator’s Idea 
Des Moines, Jan. 19. 
A bill introduced into Iowa senate 
last week would penalize theatres 
showing pix in which divorced per- 
formers appear. It was offered by 
Sen. L. H. Doran (Rep.), of Boone, 
Ia. The bill would provide that no 


persons under 19 could be admitted 
to a house showing films containing 


divorced actors. 





Penny Bills 
Harrisburg, Jan. 19. 

Three bills affecting motion pic- 
ture theatres have been introduced 
in the Pennsylvania Legislature. 
Assemblyman Fred J. Broad has in- 
troduced a bill that provides tKat all 
picture houses seating 300 or more 
be equipped with an asbestos or a 
steel curtain, constructed across the 
stage as provided by rules of the 
State Department of Labor and In- 


dustry. The penalty is $300 or three | 


months’ imprisonment. 

The lawmaker also offered a 
measure providing that there shall 
be in attendance in the projection 


booth as many licensed projectionists | 
or operators as there are picture ma- | 


hiring children | 


to a suit. 


| 


a suit valued at $25 or paid in that | 
entire amount, which entitles him | 


Iowa’s long list of blue laws will | 


bill introduced in the state legisla- 
ture by Senator Doran of Boone is 
approved. Present laws, which pre- 
vious legislatures have refused to 
i rescind, could close the state up 
tight if enforced. They prohibit 





of any kind except that which is 


Penalties for violations 
a fine of $100 for disturbing 


Sunday worship assembly. 





Colo.’s Anti-Marathons 


Denver, Jan. 19. 
Two of the. first state bills intro- 
duced deal with marathon dances. 
Measure would prohibit mental and 
physical and endurance contests that 
extend more than 24 hours. It has 





absolutely necessary or for charity. | 


$1 to $5 but the new bill provides eo 
any | 
Kentucky. 


be wiped off the statute books if a | 





carrying firearms on Sunday, hunt- | 
ing, shooting, dancing, hoss racing, | 


7 | buying or selling anything, or labor | 
und2r prescribed ages. Other meas- | = 


| 


are from | 


j 





Fog Over the B. O. 





Los Angeles, Jan. 19. 

Box office receipts hit a new 
low last week in the citrus belt 
because of smudging the acre- 
age to prevent loss of crops 
during the cold spell. 

Heavy pall of smoke hung 
Over several towns, blocking 
traffic and seeping into the the- 
atres. 








the backing of every theatre man in | 


| the state, and the problem has been | 


worked on for months by the Thea- | 


| ter Owners & Managers Ass'n. 
| 


Calif. Att’y Gen’! Opines 
Banko Is a Lottery 


San Francisco, Jan. 19. 


| A new attack on theatre bank 
| nights was launched here last week 
| by District Attorney Leslie A. Cleary, 
| of Modesto, following an amended 
ruling from State’s Attorney General 
|U. S. Webb, declaring that under 
| certain conditions bank nights were 
| illegal. 
| Cleary had received an earlier 
opinion from Webb ‘which he de- 
clared was ‘confusing.’ He asked 
that certain points be cleared up. 
| Webb’s reply said: 
| ‘Where no attempt at all is made 
|to distribute free chances to the 
| drawing, and tickets to drawings are 
distributed only to those who pur- 
chase admission tickets, then bank 
nights and similar schemes are lot- 
teries and subject the operators of 
them to criminal prosecution.’ 
According to Cleary, this indicates 
an operator can be prosecuted un- 
less he places his registration book 
where all can register, regardless of 
whether they purchase tickets or not. 























SCHINE’S DIV. MCRS, 
TO HANDLE OWN ADV. 


Program of complete decentraliza- | 
tion of advertising activities has been 
inaugurated by 


Ce.., 





Theatrical 
Inc., which operates 92 houses 

New 
Move includes elimina- 
tion of the home office advertising 


Schine 


department and publishing of the | and 


weekly house organ. 


Mid 


| his 


With the discontinuance of the | 


ia ie them, 
central ad division, advertising bud- | panne an 
| , 


west Exhibs Given As Much 
~ As 35% Cancellation on Shorts 





Banko Chiseler Nabbed 


St. Paul, Jan. 19. 

Latest model ‘bank robber’ now 
held in this burg’. gaol, following 
a nabe theatre owner’s suspicion of 
a mussed-up winning bank night 
ticket. 

Hiller Hoffman, proprietor of the | 
nabe Blue Bird, asked the ‘winner’ 
into his office, when he noticed the 
“ast2board considerably dirtier than 
all the rest which ‘winner’ held in 








hand. Hoffman then asked the 
| fellow to meet him at a certain bank 
| next day to get his cash. Instead. | 


York, Ohio and | fellow walked into arms of the law 


and is now in the bastille till cops 
can locate his confederate. Hoffman 
meanwhile searched through stubs 
found another, and _ cleaner, 


| winning ticket. 


Duo worked their stunt by one of 
when time came for prize 
olunteering from the audi- 


gets and general advertising and ex- | ence to pull the winning ticket from 


ploitation will come under the 
direct supervision of district man- 
|agers. Present district chiefs in- 


clude Gus Lampe, of Syracuse, for 
southern New York area; William 
Heiss, of Glens Falls, N. Y., for 
northern part of the state; Clinton 


Young, of Oneonta, for central N. Y., 
portion; Howard Carroll, for Roch- 
ester and Buffalo houses; Milton 


Schosberg and Eugene Custer for 


Ohio and Kentucky, working under 
the guidance of Louis Lazar, divi- 
sion manager. David F. Perkins, 
former advertising-publicity chief, 
goes with a major producer, while 
his assistant, Sandar Lazar, goes to 
Ohio. 





Glens Falls, N. Y., Jan. 19. 


Schine Theatrical Co., Inc. head- 
quartered in Gloversville, N. Y., and 
operating about 100 houses, has pur- 
chased the local Rialto theatre build- 
ing, a four-story structure including 
theatre, Rialto hotel, and _ four 
ground-floor stores. Announcement 
of the sale, one’of the biggest in the 
realty history of Glens Falls, was 
made by Daniel H. Cowles, v.p. of 
the Rialto Theatre Corp. The Schine 
interests have been lessees of the 
Rialto for the last three years. 


Madeline Woods, for years adver- 
tising-publicity director for State- 
Lake in Chicago, has been given the 
same post with the Schine circuit. 





the collection of stubs. When he 
drew 10918, his sidekick jumped up 
and waved his ducat. 


H. L. COHEN TAKES OVER 
THE UA, FRISCO, 1007, 


San Francisco, Jan. 19. 
Herman L. Cohen completed nego- 
tiations last week with the United 
Artists Theatres, Ltd., to take full 
control and ownership of the United 
Artists theatre here on Market 
street. The transaction, involving a 
50% interest, made with Lou Anger, 
of the Joseph M. Schenck interests, 
is reported to have cost Cohen ap- 
proximately $75,000 in cash. The 
partnership in the UA began in 1930, 
with Cohen acting as managing di- 
rector of the showhouse. 
Prior to the theatre deal, Cohen 
arranged for a five-year exclusive 
franchise for all UA productions. 


Henri Elman’s 25th Jubilee 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Capitol Film Exchange during 
March will celebrate a Henri Elman 
month as tribute to its owner and 
president. 

It will be in celebration of Elman’s 
25th anniversary in the film in- 
dustry. 




















During the past year the number 
of picture theatres in the United 
States increased to 18,818, a total of 
510 more houses than were in exist- 
ence at the end of 1935, according to 
figures compiled by the Film Board 
of Trade through the branches which 
are operated in the exchange 
centers. 
| The survey shows, with a boost in 

the number of theatres playing film, 
which includes not only newly con- 











structed houses, but those which 
have been converted for pictures, 
that the number now wired for 
sound is 17,915, against 16,989 that 
were talker-equipped a year ago. 


chines, but at no time can there be | 


less than two projectionists or oper- 


ators, except that one licensed ap- | 
Prentice operator may be present, or | 
one | 


one licensed projectionist o1 
licensed operator. 
Representative Joseph F. Piole, 
Allegheny County, introduced a bill 
requiring that all projectionists or 


Operators be given at least one cal- | 


endar day of rest each week, the 
calendar day being defined as one of 
24 consecutive hours. 





Iowa’s Anti-Rackets Law 
Cedar’Rapids, Ia., Jan. —. 

Bank nights, suit clubs and other 
such schemes will be outlawed in 
lowa if a bill just introduced in the 
State legislature by Rep. Wm. 
Treimer becomes effective. It was 
Prepared by John H. Mitchell, Iowa’s 
hew attorney general, at the request 
of Treimer. 

The suit clubs are started by 
clothing merchants who enlist up to 


100 members in a club, each paying | 


$l a week ‘dues,’ until -he has won 


Total theatres. 





Seat, 
Territory. No cap. Sound. Silent. 
| Albany .... 40€ 232,844 341, 65 
| Atlanta ... 761 308,779 761 . 
Boston ....1,101 801,126 919 s2 
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Minneapolis. 060 4s 17 
New Haven 185 185 
New Orleans O35 4" 
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Considerable building throughout 
the U. S. during the past 12 months 
has largely accounted for the in- 
crease in wired houses. There are 
now only 903 silent houses, most of 
them closed, as compared with 1,519 
a year ack. Presumably an ap- 
preciable number of unwired film 
theatres became garages, were other- 
wise converted for business purposes 
or went under. 

Fewer theatres are closed, the sur- 
vey shows, than were reported dark- 
ened a year ago. Only 2,560 are 
shuttered at the present time, while 
a year ago the figure was 3,130. Of 





houses now closed, a total of 867 are 








1,00) 267 


Theatres 
* Closed theatres. in operation. 
Seat. Seat. 
No. cap. Sound. Silent. No. cap. 
11% 47,180 PD) 58 287 185,664 
42 12,448 32 és 724 386,331 
B85 187,661 a5 182 716 613,465 
120 55,409 116 13 822 274,683 
n7 17,637 Me 1 452 213,873 
143 2s % 754 597,452 
161 rer St RRO 4™),088 
it) ati 23 487 357, 803 
6S 40 1” 7 442 393 
su au as Bo6 181,446 
ah ati . 362 164,051 
35 a) 7 523 875,393 
68 31 37 475 270, 726 
17% uw x Ha 324.817 
a5 : ’ 44 n20 429,133 
27 S45 27 '- B07 150,28] 
136 41.010 4 72 407 249,466 
81 28,270 4 17 870 253,746 
13 10,274 13 172 165,200 
qj 28.775 44 1) 44™ 211,768 
117 8500 7 2) 1.047 1,244,617 
13 6.057 i 420 212,487) 
44 12,2258 42 2 et) 
4 31, 408 ‘ . 74 
s 23.308 ; 1% nt 
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’ 42.472 st a 471 
16 30.071 4. 11 4285 
48 2,164 4 “ Aine 
4 7,080 4 ° 21 
‘ 155,401 2 4 2 
2.5m Lin RAT 14.258 10,440,452 2 


‘18,818 Picture Houses In the U. S. In 
1936, 510 More Than Previous Year 


not wired, which would show that 36 
theatres are operating silently. 

Of the 18,818 theatres in existence 
today, independents are in the ma- 
jority by 12,511. The number of 
chain theatres is put at 2,397, while 
circuit theatres of an unaffiliated 
character (including outside _ in- 
terests) are 3,910. 

There is an increase in the num- 
ber of chain theatres by 205, circuits 
having gone in for more building 
during the past year than others. 
Indie-operated houses show a de- 
crease of 341, takeovers or affilia- 
tions by chains no doubt having con- 
tributed to this change. 


Motion Picture Theatres in the United States, January, 1937 


Circuit theatres. Independent 
Affiliated. Unaffiliated. theatres. 
Seat. Seat, Seat, 
No. cap. No, cap No. cap. 
28 48,825 74 62,185 304 121,834 
150 36138, 8S8S8 238 130,168 304 = 129,723 
138 187,301 212 207,083 751 406,742 
44 72,928 1(¥) 90, 206 307 166,898 
81 61,284 6 33,245 363 156, 983 
1260 202,.056 241 205,488 5620 248,132 
66 79,163 145 95,316 840 322,276 
30 66,759 173 «151,553 334 167,066 
187 153,622 213 116,512 525 193,927 
66 47,710 7 24,52% 201 =115,020 
83 $4,681 64 33, (rz BOl = =6104,627 
108 132,223 6S W712 382 195,981 
4 S581 132 «110.310 406 «172,441 
a6 98,252 Ww 72,543 591 210,820 
168 197.400 103 71.042 B32 195,124 
82 29,8055 77 41,004 225 88,557 
7s STN sy 21.104 4 182, 803 
au Les | we 47, 220 772 254,765 
ne 81.511 24 21,580 1 72,682 
aS n2.S45 111 O54 376 =6127,639 
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1) ) =—«257,814 151 153, 14% 457 204.765 
Th 87.673 1445 4.044 462 218,842 
21 27.020 2s 14,181 me OS, 786 
2 35,868 159 «121,861 274 165,072 | 
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“7 3. 787 ut Tb Bs 187 T4057 
71 SS. 271 14 82,15 4% 186.7 
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7 carried off a small! safe 
25.700 ' $1,600. 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Local film industry is arriving at 
a standard method of handling the 
question of shorts, following return 
of this territory double features. Al- 
ways a vexing problem both for ex- 
hibitors and the exchange salesmen 
due to the practical difficulty of 


sandwiching two-reelers or even 
singles in with two long features 
i the local film men seem to have 


reached an agreement on these con- 
tracts. 

At first, the exhibs refused to buy 
any two-reelers at all with the fea- 
tures, and only a small portion ot 
single reels, while the distributors 
were just as determined to sell thei: 
shorts only on a 100% deal. Com- 
promise deals on shorts are now set 
up in which exhibitors which signa- 
ture for a 100% deal on features, get 
a 25% elimination clause on the shori 
subjects. Some of the exchanges are 
permitting as much as a 35% elimi- 
nation on shorts, but this is pretty 
much of a concession. 

There is little difficulty in gettins 
rid of most of the singles, especially 
cartoons, but the two-reelers are a 
terrific headache, even though the 
public has often expressed a greai 
liking for them. With the two-reelers 
it’s primarily a question of runnin; 
time, since it’s almost impossible to 
get two features, a newsreel and a 
two-reeler on one bill and then gei 
sufficient turnover without running 
far past midnight. 


BINGO’S LEGAL TEST 
BY PENNSY SHRINERS 


Reading, Pa., Jan. 19. 
Bingo craze, already facing court 
tests with state gambling laws in 
other Pennsylvania cities, landed in 








civil court here through a_ suit 
brought by two Reading banks 
against Rajah Temple, Mystic 


Shriners, owner of Rajah theatre. 

Suit is to determine which of two 
treasurers is the one legally entitled 
to hold Rajah Temple funds. W. 
Wayne Webber, treasurer ousted re- 
cently, claings he is still legally cus- 
todian of temple funds, charging 
that he refused to honor bills and 
draw checks recently because they 
were incurred for bingo parties con- 
ducted by the temple for profit, ‘in 
violation,’ he says, ‘of state and loca! 
anti-gambling and lottery laws.’ No’ 
decision has yet been reached in 
court, 


Usher Succeeds Herbel 
As Chi Film Board Prez 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Allen Usher, manager of the loca’ 
Paramount exchange, was electec 
president of the Chicago Film Boarc 
of Trade at a special meeting las: 
week. He succeeds Henry Herbe! 
Universal exchange chief, whe 
headed the Film Board here for the 
past four years. 

Tom Gilliam of Warner Bros. ex- 
change is v.p. and Emma Abplanalp. 
regular Film Board sec, sec.-treas. 
On the board of directors are Herbel. 
Irving Mandel (Republic) and Clyde 
Eckhardt (20th-Fox), latter chair- 
man of the board. 

Dinner in honor of retiring presi- 
dent will be held at the Congress 
hotel Friday (22). 


L’ville Fire Quenched, 
Attaches’ Minor Hurts 


Louisville, Jan. 19. 

Tom Muchmore, manager Ohio, 
badly burned on hand, while at- 
tempting to extinguish a blaze which 
started off stage in a barrel of rub- 
bish. An usher also sustained burns 

While considerable smoke blew 
into the house, none of the patron: 
left, and the fire was smothered be- 
fore the audience became unduly 
fearful. 


Yeggs’ Wasted Effort 


Burglars broke into the Capitol 
Newark, and knocked the combina- 
tion off two safes, but got no loot 




















Apparently frightened away by 
police. 
Gus DePauw, manager, said only 


| small change left in the strong boxe 
| since two years ago when burlgar 
containin: 
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“A signal success .. . Pictorially a 
masterpiece ... It's superb.” 
—Hollywood Reporter 


“RRO Radio adds another fine 
production to its laurels ...A fit 
companion to ‘The Informer. . . . 
Will probably be more popular.” 

—Hollywood Variety 


“Artistically produced and capa- 
bly acted... Distinctive class enter- 
tainment.” | —Motion Picture Daily 


“Splendidly acted and directed ... 
Will exert a powerful effect.” 
—Film Daily 


“Exceptionally well produced, 
acted and directed ... Tells a hu- 
man interest love story... Will 
receive highly favorable notices.” 

—Motion Picture Herald 


“Unquestionably a film triumph.” 
—Box Office 
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Pluggin’ a Unit 

Arthur Cohn, of the Queen, Wil- 
mington, Del., put on the heat for 
N.T.G. and his girls and steamed up 
a campaign that resulted in three 
riot calls being turned in opening 
night to handle the turnaway. He 
started a trailer campaign three 
weeks in advance; with trailers on 
the screens of four associated thea- 
tres for eight days in advance of the 
opening. Advance publicity was 
started two weeks ahead and ad- 
vance advertising ran for two days. 


On Sunday, the opening day, Cohn 
promoted a full page co-op, with 
three of the cooperators in on special 
stunts. This meant additional adver- 
tising away from the special page. 
One stunt was the purchase and dis- 
tribution of 25 tickets by a drug 
store to promote Max Factor make- 
up, which the girls endorsed, a visit 
to a night club and a style show for 
a dry goods store. Granlund acted 
as m.c, at the latter event, putting in 
heavy plugs for the show, while 
Mells, Kirk and Martin contributed 
comedy. Played to about a thousand 
people. 

House conducted a beauty contest, 
determined four days after the start. 
with N.T.G. picking five girls to be 
presented at each of the two nite 
shows, with cash prizes. There were 
many window gb and plenty of 
radio work. Black ink. 


That Local Angle 


Winnipeg. 
Deanna Durbin and ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ (U) were’ a pushover for the 
locals. The fact that Deanna came 
from this neck of the woods helped 
plenty, but that wasn’t all. 


Getting off to an early start, Sim 
manager of the Garrick, 
splashed three-color ads in the daily, 
with the Durbin lass standing out in 
full color in middle of the ad. This 
hung up a record, as it is the first 
time that three-color advertising has 
been used by any theatre in Winni- 
peg, and possibly the West. 

Biggest help was. the _ special 
screening arranged by Free Press 
theatre critic, Frank Morriss. Morriss, 
armed with an exclusive interview 
with the grandmother of Miss Dur- 
bin, invited the Durbin clan to a pri- 
vate screening two days ahead of 
the opening date. On hand also was 
Press photographer Nick Morant and 
candid camera, who took shots dur- 
ing the running of the'film. Story 
broke on following day on page three 
(second front page) taking up best 
part of the page, the candid shots of 
grandmother and Miss Durbin hit- 
ting high C taking half the space. 
Pictures of the family and relations 
overlapped on to other pages. 


This, combined with rave reviews 
from other critics around town, plus 
plenty of good word-of-mouth ad- 
vertising, have practically over- 
shadowed the strong opposition ad- 
vertising of other houses. Audiences 
building strong and holding, with 
possibility that picture may stay for 
three ‘or four weeks. House already 
holds town long distance record with 
nine weeks on ‘Deeds.’ 


Trick Light 


One of those good stunts that 
flashed: up and was forgotten was 
the blow light designed a long time 
ago by L. W. Carroll. Ostensibly it 
was one of those carnival devices in 
which the ambitious try out their 
lung power by blowing into a tube 
and lighting one or more lamps. In 
the Carroll device the lamps were 
lighted by means of a switch worked 
from the box office and those who 
succeeded in lighting the lamp got 
free tickets; which was why Mr. 
Carroll kept his hand on the switch. 

This is an even better stunt for 
a store window, with an attendant 
behind a scrim screen to watch the 
efforts of those outside. There 
should be some ostensible connec- 
tion from the tube outside to the 





‘device in the wimdew,ewith. a row 


of lights so hooked up that by ad- 
vaneing the switch the lamps go 
On in succession, first a couple of 
white lights, with no payoff. then 
Occasionally a colored lamp, red 
lue, green and amber, with one, 
two or three tickets as the prizes 
and a month's pass for lighting the 
last lamp. 

_It should be operated by a re- 
liable person with some idea of 
comedy. who can get a laugh by giv- 
ing a flat-chested contestant a col- 
— lamp while a husky, blow as 
e will, can not do better than the 
first or second non-payoff bulb. It 
can have a small town batty for a 
few days, and can work just as well 
in the biggies. 

. Somewhat similar is a ‘How strong 
1S your magnetism?’ stunt, with a 
circle outlined on the glass facing a 
fancy wire device iside. The person 
Places his hand against the glass and 
apparently sends a current of elec- 
tricity to operate an indicator dial. 
in reality worked by 
operator. It looks even more mys- 
erious, 





the hidden | 


Garnered on ‘Garden’ 


St. Louis. + 

Tieups with Postal Telegraph Co., 
two big downtown dept. stores; large 
grocery store chain; radio station; 
weekly newspaper; 5 and 10 store; 
weekly magazine; bank pay en- 
velopes; drug store chain; retail 
cigar stores; every local rag and dis- 
tribution of theatre in apartment 
hotels and downtown office buildings 
were accomplishments of Manager 
Harold ‘Chick’ Evens and Jimmy 
Harris, p.a. at Loew’s, and Mike 
Cavanaugh, UA exploiteer from New 
York, in attracting public attention 
to current double bill, 


Allah’ and ‘Gay Desperado.’ 


The telegraph co. distributed 5,000 


stickers, carrying theatre copy, on 
all wires delivered and provided 
space in windows in downtown and 
branch offices for ‘Garden of Allah’ 
and ‘Gay Desperado’ displays. A na- 
tional hookup on Van Bibber cigars 
earried Loew’s copy into cigar and 
drug stores. Book depts. in retail dry 
oods and book stores exploited pix 
hrough sale of book and one dept. 
store featured ‘Garden of Allah’ 
robes, patterned after those used in 
feature, in co-op ads. 


Radio station MTMV, located in 
East St. Louis, used transcriptions on 
picture in advance of showing and 
during run; 3,000 special colored 
folders were distributed to apart- 
ment hotels and 50,000 9x12 circulars 
were placed in all outgoing parcels 
in A&P’s grocery stores. These 
stores also furnished window space 
for 40x60 displays on desert dates 
and other tropical food, etc., 5,000 
special teaser cards with copy along 
lines ‘Allah Be Praised’ were dis- 
tributed among femme workers in 
downtown office bldgs.; 10,000 heralds 
were given away in McCrory’s 5 and 
10; 10,000 exchange heralds were 
placed in all Liberty magazines sold 
in town during run of pix; a serial 
story of big feature was planted in 
‘Observer,’ a local weekly with a 
guaranteed circulation of 50,000; 5,000 
pay envelopes distributed by local 
bank bore attractive copy and siz- 
zling campaign was topped off by use 
of 50 24’s. 





Free to Sonjas 


Local booking of 20th-Fox’s ‘One 
in a Million,’ at Anderson, Ind., came 
smack in the midst of the automotive 
strike which threw 12,000 people out 
of work in this town of 45,000, but 
manager Harry VanNoy of the Para- 
mount went to town in selling Sonja 
Henie and the pic to the populace. 
Tie-ups were arranged with the ma- 
jority of downtown drug stores for 
Sonja Henie sundaes and window 
displays of Don Ameche and Cam- 
pana; house got a break with a 
timely display in town’s main de- 
partment store, featuring a huge 
blow-up of Miss Henie for winter 
sports wear; tie-ups were arranged 
with sports editors on the local rags 
for special publicity on the ice 
skater; and 1,000 autographed photos 
of Miss Henie were doled out prior 
to opening. 

Also got a laugh by advertising a 
bouquet of flowers and passes to see 
the show for all girls named Sonja. 
Another feature of the campaign was 
the placing of two large signs in 
front of the theatre, reading ‘Only— 
Days Until ‘One in a Million,’ fea- 
turing the girl in a million, Sonja 
Henie.’ Exploitation was augmented 
by a teaser campaign in the papers, 
personal notices “To Sonja from Don,’ 
extra newspaper reviews and extra 
ad space. 


Exhib also scheduled a post-card 
campzign with 1,000 cards sent to 
men exclusively, reading in a wo- 
man’s hand-writing: 

‘Darling: 

‘Meet me at the Paramount thea- 
tre Sunday night. If I’m still one 
in a million for. you, you'll be there. 

Sonja.’ 

Result was a packed house. 





Doings for Anni 
Detroit. 


Two broadcasts from the stage, a 
kids’ party, vaude, and other special 
features are being used this week by 
United Detroit Theatres to celebrate 
the Regent nabe’s first anni as mem- 
ber of the chain. 


Visual broadcast of ‘Junior Mati- 
nee’ show over WXYZ will be made 
Friday afternoon, with 40 juves tak- 
ing part, Saturday a kids’ party, 
with a solid hour of cartoons and 
vaude, will start at noon. Sunday 
afternoon ‘Children’s Theatre of the 
Air,’ comprising about 50 young per- 
formers, will celebrate its first anni 
on the Regent stage, broadcasting 
over WXYZ. 





New Resemblance Gag 


New Haven. 
Bob Russell cashed in on publicity 
for Asta, hound in ‘After Thin Man,’ 
by admitting free anybody who 


| could produce a dog resembling the 


purp. 


‘Garden of 





Nice for Toronto 


Toronto, Jan. 19. 

New high in theatrical adver- 
tising here with 95 theatres 
spreading propaganda over four 
pages. 

Loew’s using top space. Goes 
all the way from amateurs to 
burlesque. 











Belated Santa 


Norfolk. 

Norfolk kids rubbed their eyes and 
opened their mouths in a dither on 
Jan. 8 when they saw Santa Claus 
on the city’s chief streets. Mothers 
were hard put to it to explain the 
amazing sight until the gayly clad 
figure passed. 

On his back was the legend ‘I Stuck 
Around to See Mae West in ‘Go 
West, Young Man,’ at the Norva 
Theatre, Beginning Today.’ 

Proved fine b.o. lure, together with 
usual exploitation methods. 





‘Black Legion’ Prison Show 


Detroit. 

‘Black Legion’ (WB) was given a 
special preview. last week ut the 
Michigan State Prison in Jackson, 
where four members of the Detroit 
hooded cult are serving terms for 
Legion crimes. 

Warden Harry H. Jackson said the 
request for the Black Legionnaires to 
see the film and pass on its authen- 
ticity came from Chicago film offi- 


Praising ‘Allah’ 


Los Angeles. 

Selznick-International’s publicity 
|department interested Mrs. Richard 
R. Russell, Coast chairman of the 
| Daughters of the American Revolu- 
'tion, in the high moral fiber of “The 
|Garden of Allah.’ Finally she en- 
listed five women to start a chain 
|phone campaign for the pic. Each 


| called a quintet of femmes and asked | 


i'them to continue the link. Another 
| stunt was a contest tie up with the 
L. A. Downtown Shopping News, 
400,000 
weekly, offering a free trip to Al- 
| geria, locale of ‘Garden.’ 


Van Leer’s Exploitation 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Arnold Van Leer, now of Cowan 
& Van Leer, advertising, en route to 
| North Bay, Canada, and while here, 
| landed the Great States and Essaness 
Circuits of Theatres with his Lek- 
| trolite Glow, leaving@»ver 200,000 
Glowlights to be used as giveaways. 

Van Leer left Chi to promote the 
Dionne quintuplets with his new 
Acousticon silent radio. 





Personal Punch 


Harry F. Bodie, of the Warner 
Sixth St. theatre, Coshocton, is a 
former associate of Frank McHugh, 
so when the latter was due in town 
with ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ he sent 
Bodie a photograph alluding to the 
picture and‘ hoping the people of 
Coshocton would enjoy it. 

Bodie lost no time in translating 
it into a two column cut and better 
than a column of type, and it did 
not hurt the hoss engagement in the 
least. . 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Charlotte, N. C. 


R. O. Stallings, N. C. theatre, who 
was transferred there only a few 
weeks ago from the Charlotte book- 
ing office to manager of the Ala- 
mance, promoted to managership of 
the Palace, Raleigh. John Knight, 
assistant manager of the Carolina in 
Greensboro, now manager of the 
Alamance. 





Gallipolis, O. 
Schine Theatre Co. has purchased 
a large downtown site from Col. H. 
B. Ecker in the heart of the business 
section for the erection of a modern 
theatre. 





Findlay, O. 
Contracts will be awarded imme- 
diately for a new $75,000 theatre on 
a downtown site here, Homer W. 
Powell, president of the Quilna The- 
ater Co., has announced. 





Detroit. 

Mendle Smith, formerly with. Ess- 
aness in Chicago, has joined United 
Detroit Theatres as assistant manager 
at the Madison. Also added to UD 
staff past week is Donald Dunn, 
formerly manager of the Madison, 
State, Paramount and Adams under 
the Publix regime. 





Pittsburgh. 

With resignation of John McCurdy 
as manager of the Enright, War- 
ners’ big deluxe house in East Lib- 
erty, George Bronson has_ been 
upped to that post from Sheridan 
‘Square. Other WB managerial 
changes, as a result of this shift, 
send Lyle Harding from Regent to 
Sheridan Square and Sam Gould 
from the Cameraphone to the Re- 
gent. Sam Kleeban, formerly as- 
sistant manager at the Regal in Wil- 
kinsburg, has been assigned to the 
manager’s post at the Cameraphone. 

Because of Bob Newkirk’s illness, 
Loew office has dispatched Robert 
Kail from Columbus to fill in tem- 
porarily as assistant to M. J. Cullen. 
managing director of Penn. He'll 


‘ |"strek aground until Newkirk recovers. 


Walt Framer, radio broadcaster 
and ‘former free-lance publicist, has 
been named to do city exploifation 
on all United Artists flickers. It’s 
not a full time job. 





| Spartanburg, S. C. 

| Hollywood at York to reopen soon, 

| following closing due to $2,000 fire. 
So far no action in general assem- 


bly on proposed law to-bar ushers | 


and doormen under 18 working in 
| South Carolina theatres. Would affect 
75% of such employees. 

A compromise verdict has been 
reached in the case of J. Louis 
| Schrum and J. W. Abernathy, guard- 
ians, vs. G. G. Mitchell. theatre oper- 
ator, and Cart W. Ervin, contractor. 
to prevent Mitchell from changing 
the Imperial theatre building into an 
enterprise not connected with motion 
pictures. 

Mitchell recently opened his new 
State and closed the Imperial. Plain- 
tiffs. insisting the show must go on 
at the Imperial, took over Mitchell's 
Imperial lease and were paid $190 for 
‘alterations he had begun. Now they'll 


| 





probably operate the Imperial as 
competition for the State. 





Scranton, Pa. 

Comerford organization last Sat- 
urday (16) closed the Ritz, downtown 
house which has been playing pic- 
tures and stage shows. Closing said 
to be for extensive improvements. 
House was built by S. Z. Poli and 
known under his name for many 
years. The Comerford interests also 
announced taking an option on the 
Providence Auditorium, one of the 
city’s landmarks in North Scranton, 
where new theatre is to be built. 





Los Angeles. 
James Edwards, Monterey Park 
operator, is building a 650-seater in 
Wilmar for April opening. 
Glenn Harper, at present soloing 
in Corona, is opening a new_house in 
Fontana. 





Omaha. 

Charles Schlaifer leaves his pes 
as advertising and publicity chief for 
the Tri-States Theares Omaha dis- 
trict to become publicity and adver- 
tising director for the United Artists 
theatre in San Francisco. 

A. M. Avery, manager of the Oma- 
ha RKO exchange, announced the 
addition of W. W. Troxell to the 
Omaha sales staff. 

Jack Anderson, who has held the 
position of poster clerk in the Omaha 
MGM exchange, now copywriter at 
the Buchanan Thomas Ad. Agency. 
Charles Rachman takes over. 





Svokane. 
The Alpine, new $20,000 theatre, 
was opened this week at Colville, 50 
miles north of here. 





Atlanta. 
William K. Jenkins, vice-prez and 
treasurer of Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., 
has been made a colonel on Gov. E. 
D. Rivers’ staff. 





Charlotte, N. C. 
W. H. Webb, at Shelby, has made 


house and reduced admissions to 10 
p tre will be first run house. - 





; Worcester. 

Ed Meyerson of Boston has suc- 

| ceeded Nate Goldberg as manager of 

| Family theatre. He served the Lowe 
theatres in Hartford the past two 
years. - 








New York. 
Sidney Lehman, formerly attached 


to the United Artists’ Washington | 
exchange, has been promoted to | 
| branch manager’s chair for UA in}! 
His Washington Successor | 


| Buffalo. 
;not yet chosen. 





Cameracraft 
Taking advantage of a local cele- 
bration, sponsored by a civic organi- 
zation, a manager persuaded the 


committee it ~hould have a perma- 
nent record of the proceedings and 
offered to provide a set of photo- 
graphs free if given proper facilities 
for making the shots. 

He contacted a photographer with 
a large camera, and made shots of 


| the platform, of the crowd from va- 


giveaway circulation semi- | 


his. Webb theatre there a.second-run.|. 
and 15;cents. His new Regers thea-; 


| Tom Spry, Boston branch man- | 


rious angles and of the statue which 
was the heart of the celebrafion. 
Large signs announced that there 
would be a display of these pictures 
in the lobby of the theatre two days 
later, adding ‘come and see if you 
can find yourself in the picture.’ 

The bait worked, for practically 
everyone who had attended the 
event swarmed into the lobby to in- 
spect the pictures. No faces were 
ringed, nor were there other ticket 
angles. It was just a chance to see 
the pictures. 


In spite of the fact that no effort 
was made to sell copies, orders were 
taken at the request of the visitors 
and the photographer sold a suffi- 
cient number to show a profit even 
after he had made up three hand- 
some albums for the club archives, 
the president and the sponsor. All 
it cost the theatre was a little shoe 
leather and some brainwork, and the 
general ticket sales were helped: by 
those who having reached the lobby, 
decided to stay and see the show. 
Probably a motion picture would 
have brought in more coin, but the 
house was too small to take a chance. 

Now the manager is planning to 
repeat the stunt county fair week. 
In this instance the theatre imprint 
will appear in one corner of the pic- 


ture, to serve as’a permanent adver- 
tisement. 





That Paris Club 


Paris. 
M-G-M working with the news- 
paper Intransigeant took advantage 
of Christmas to collect a good load 
of publicity for its Laurel and Hardy 
club and please 4,000 kids in the 
process. 


Using the club as a base, with the 
Intransigeant ballyhooing the event, 
M-G-M gave a Christmas.party for 
the kids at the Salle Wagram where 
they saw an hour show during the 
morning and were given presents. 


Among other things, the young- 
sters received a special Christmas 
edition of ‘Cri-Cri,’ the Laurel and 
Hardy club paper, toy automobiles, 
boxes of candy, funny masks of the 
two comedians and miscellaneous 
playthings. 

The show, made up of acts to please 
the children, included the orchestra 
of Marcel Mazelin; the Salvador 
brothers; the clowns George and 
Mistral; the Three Marcelles, acro- 
bats, and Gabriello and Grail in 
Laurel and Hardy imitations. 


The windup was a contest among 
the kids themselves as to who looked 
the most like the Hollywood fun 
makers. 





Ducats for Nobodys 


Greenville, S. C. 
Ritz, here, playing Jane Withers’ 
‘Little Miss Nobody,’ broke out last 


week with novel exploitation gag to 
buck up b.o. 


Manager Fred Curdts had staff 
man Bill Jennings patrolling side 
streets on lookout for femme urchins 
of about Withers’ age, and unaccom- 
panied. Jennings, fortified with fists 
full of Oakleys, presented each girl 
he encountered alone one of the 
ducats with a spiel running on this 
order: Here, ‘Little Miss Nobody,’ is 
a ticket to the Ritz but first go home 
and ask your people if you may go. 
Result: Many an extra waif came 
along with the pasteboard holder and 
bought. in. 


Shee dated Still G s Stro o~s2 ao 
Apparentiy the fake summons is 





*| stil potent: It rolled up a good 


gross for the Lido theatre, Bronx, 
last week on ‘Libeled Lady.’ 


Front page was a good reproduc- 
tion of a regular court summons, but 
the inside departed from the usual 
phraseology for a more frankly ad- 
vertising appeal, though the general 
form was retained. The summons, 
if not too often used, still packs the 
| wallop. 








Picked Good Ones 
Greenville, S. C. 
Carolina, here, recently installed 


ager for more than 20 years, for- | equipment for the hard-of-hearing in 


,merly with First National and since 
| the merger with Warner Bros. has 
resigned and may retire from pic- 
tures. He is independently wealthy. 
Nat Furst. manager of the WB New 


the use of the ear phones Manager 
Dick Lashley sent every semi-deaf 
| person that he knew of here a letter 
| concerning the event enclosing ducat, 


16 choice aisle seats. In inaugurating 
| 


Haven office. succeeds Spry in Bos- | Fred Curdt’s, Ritz, was first with 
ton, while John Pavone moves up| hard-of-hearing equipment here but 
from the sales staff in New Haven to|all of his seats thus wired are on a 
lthe top chair. | bac k row. 
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HOLD OVER set at Radio City Music Hall .. . 
right on top of its sensational two-a-day run 
at the Astor Theatre ($2.00 top)! 


Soe Ra ae thin 
bons : a Sata asc . : 25 « *: : 
> + aaa Sees See es n>. 
% 


THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 


yiding it over, too! 





“One in a Million” is the 11th picture (out of 450) in 10 years to be 
held for 3 weeks at the Roxy, New York. And 9 out of those 11 were 
made by the makers of “One in a Million”! And hark to this nifty 
from Mark Hellinger ‘in his nationally syndicated column) ‘Sonja 
Henie (pronounced Sucha Honey !)’’ 
































‘bullet-threat restored her 
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THEATRE YEGGS 


IN 3 KEY CITIES 





Cleveland, Jan. 19. 

Four gunmen invaded general of- 
fices of George Young, film house 
and nitery owner, and in his ab- 
sence walked out with $5,000 repre- 
senting collections from his Roxy 
burley and Terminal Theatres. 

Quartet selected noon as stick-up 
hour, trying to force clerk to open 
Girl didn’t know combo, so 
they waited until two other clerks 
arrived. Evelyn Daniels nearly 
pulled a faint, stalled at dials until a | 
memory | 
about the combination. Girls were | 
locked in side-office by robbers who 
sauntered out with the $5,000. 


sate. 








Salt Lake City, Jan. 19. 

Recent crime wave here, resulting 
in 14 armed robberies since Jan. 1, 
included sensational holdup of Theda 
Bradshaw, Capitol theatre cashier 
late Thursday (14). Armed bandit 
handed a note stating, ‘Hand over 
your money or your life’ to cashier, 
while a crowd milled in the lobby. 
Cashier handed over $35, thug took 
it on the lam. Customers who 
watched stick-up didn’t know what | 
had occurred. 

Ten minutes before, Charley Pin- 
cus, manager, removed considerable 
cash from tills. 








St. Louis, Jan. 19. 

Mrs. Bernice Heil, cashier at Salis- 
bury theatre, north St. Louis nabe, | 
was held up in her booth Sunday | 
night (18) and robbed of $15 by an | 
armed yeuth who thrust gat through | 
ticket window and threatened to! 
shoot if she failed to ‘shove out the | 
dough.’ Bandit also warned Mrs. 
Heil not to ring alarm bells. 

Hour before stickup major part of 
Saturday and Sunday receipts had 
been taken from house in armored 
truck. Charles Moore, manager of 
house said it was second holdup at 
theatre in a year. 

Salisbury is second nabe to be held | 
up since Jan. 1, $75 being taken from 
Margaret Weaver, cashier at the | 
Congress last Sunday (7). 


Fox-WC Bkptcy. 


(Continued from page 5) 
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pointment of former U. S. Attorney 
McNabb as bankruptcy referee and 
accused him of splitting fees—taking 
only $75,000 when, it was asserted, he 
was entitled to $154,433. 

All these charges, Judge Wilbur 
held to be unfounded. 

The record shows, according to 
Col. Neblett, that $43,294,552 in 
claims were filed in the bankruptcy 
court, of which sum $15,443,388 were 
allowed, including $638,757 for ad- 
ministration expenses. 

Col. Neblett’s clients asked dam- 
ages of more than $1,000,000 which 
Judge Wilbur held unfounded. Sen- 
ator McAdoo’s law partner also made 
the assertion $25,000,000 had been 
lost by holders of theatre leases and 
mortgages. Judge Wilbur, while not 
touching on that phase in detail, held 
the Fox-West Coast Theatres was en- 
titled to go into bankruptcy, even 
if it was solvent. 

Named in the action were Fox 
Film Corp., Westco Corp., 20th Cen- | 
tury-Fox, National Theatres, Fox- 
West Coast Theatres, Fox-West Coast 
Theatres Corp., Charles P. Skouras, 
Charles C. Irwin and William H. 
Moore, trustees in bankruptcy; Sam- 
uel McNabb, bankruptcy referee; 
U. S. District Judge William P. 
James, Albert Leeds, Alfred Wright, 
Reuben G. Hunt, O’Melveny, Tuller 


| novel in 1907 and that in 1934 Lib- 





& Myers and Referee Earl E. Moss. 

The clean bill of health given to | 
the bankruptcy by the Circuit Court | 
of Appeals here leads the way to the 
complete purchase and control of 
the more than 500 theatres of Na- 
tional Theatres Corp., by 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox which owns 42% of this cir- 
cuit. 20th Century-Fox is said to 
have an agreement to take over the 
remaining 58% interest in National 
Theatres Corp., from the Chase Na- 
tional Bank. The consummation of this 
Purchase will place the film” com- | 
Pany in the position of being the | 
Strongest groduction-exhibition-dis- 
tribution company in the business. 
Full control of the National Houses 


's expected to take place within 
tnree months. 





Kelly-Roberti’s ‘Road Show’ 
. Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


'R vad Show,” story by Eric Hatch, | 
»vugsht by Hal Roach for Patsy Kelly 
and Lyda Roberti. 


|feared that too many 


PS { 

At 90, This Femme Fan Has, 

Been Seeing Pix 31 Years 
Greenville, S. C., Jan. 19. 

Greenville pic managers lay claim 
to the oldest enthusiastic film-goer in 
the United States in Mrs. Susan E. 
James. Mrs. James 98, attends show- 
ings of every outstanding pic playing 
here. 

First two pix seen by Mrs. James 
were, ‘Mrs. Wiggs of The Cabbage 
Patch’ with Marguerite Clarke and 
‘The Birth of a Nation.’ She saw 
both at the Bijou here, which is still 
in biz on the same spot after 31 
years. 





SUBURBAN N. Y. EXHIBS NOW ARE 
GETTING THE GIVEAWAY BUG—BUT BA 








Seis Gates’ Suit Vs. 
Liberty Picts te Bat 


Liberty Pictures, Inc., tomorrow 
(Wednesday) will ask N. ¥. Supreme 
Court Justice Lydon for an order 
directing Eleanor Gates, author, to 
submit to examination before trial 
in her suit against Liberty for $120,- 
000 damages and an injunction to 
stop further showing of the film, 
‘Once to Every Bachelor.” Mrs. 
Gates complains that Liberty, in ad- 
vertising the film, used her ,name 
and claimed the picture was based 
on her story ‘Search for the Spring,’ 
without her consent. 

Plaintiff states that she wrote the 





erty produced its picture and with- 
out permission exploited her name 
and novel in the ads. She claims 
that ‘Bachelor’ is an inferior film and 
the tie-up of it with her novel has 
depreciated possible picture value of 
her story. 


G.F.’s ‘Legionnaires’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Hamilton MacFadden has been 
signed by General Films to direct 
‘Three Legionnaires,’ organization’s 
initial, production which is slated to 
start this week on the RKO-Pathe 
lot in Culver City. 

Robert Welch, vice prez in charge 
of production, is casting pic with 
Man Mountain Dean, bearded rassler, 
only person set. 











ee 





ROACH RENEWS FLOURNOY 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Jan, 19, 

Richard Flournoy, former Pine 
Bluffian who in recent years has 
lived in Hollywood, but is herg visit- 
ing his father, while on his honey- 
moon, has just signed @ three-year 
contract renewing his eonnection 
with the Hal Roach Studios as screen 





writer. 





U's 4 Serials 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. | 
Universal has set four serials to be | 
produced this season, with ‘Wild 
West Days’ the first to go before the | 
cameras. Windham Gittens, Norman | 
S. Hall, Ray Trampe and Maurice | 
Geraghty scripted ‘Days.’ 
Others are ‘Radio Patrol, ‘Tim | 
Tyler’s Luck’ and ‘Flash Gordon’s | 
Trip to Mars.’ Titles on trio were | 
bought from King Features. Ex- | 
ploitation on these serials is proving | 
a headache, inasmuch as papers not | 
buying the syndicated comics are 
n.g. for plugs. 


Harry Allen Has GN 
Product for Canada 


Montreal, Jan. 19. 

Grand National Pictures is now es- 
tablished in Canada and will set up 
offices at Toronto and Montreal and 
other Canadian cities. Distribution of 
pix, of which the first will be ‘Sins 
of the Children,’ will be under the 
direction of Harry J. Allen, who has 
been handling Republic product in 
Montreal and Toronto. Offices will 
be open about first week in Feb- 
ruary. 

In addition to Grand National, 
Allen will also handle about 12 
British pix. 


‘Asia Roars’ for Elhott 


t 
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: Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Clyde E. Elliott and crew will pull 
out for Malaysia, Feb. 1, to film 
‘Asia Roars.’ Seven month expedi- 
tion is being sponsored by the Cali- 
fornia Zoological Society on deal 
made with Burroughs-Tarzan Pro- 
ductions. 

Arrangements are being made to 
have Elliott broadcast a series of 
sponsored talks from the jungles as 
exploitation. Jesse J. Goldburg is 
supervising -production, 





GARR DUE AT U FEB. 1 





Eddie Garr goes to the Coast, Feb. | 
1, to start on his new @ontract for | 


Universal. 


Currently doing his stuff at the| 


Hollywood Country Club, Holly- | 
wood, Fla, 





Allied-306 Proj Unions Merger 
Marks Time; B’klyn Official Pinched 





Difficulty in getting Allied-manned 
theatres to agree to recognition of 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of New York, and In- 
creased booth costs is holding up 
the merger of 306 and Allied Opera- 
tors on which a tentative agreement 
was reached about two months ago 
at the insistence of the special fact- 
finding commission set up by Mayor 
F. H. La Guardia. This same reluct- 
ance on the part of independent the- 
atres to agree to higher scales pre- 
viously had interfered with a mer- 





ger and negotiations over a long 
period were finally dropped. 

While union sources are optimistic | 
over the prospects of completing the | 
proposed r-erger and, as in the past, | 
numerous times say agreement on 
the deal is near at hand, there is no 


'definite assurance that Allied and 
:306 will ever become one union. |! 
|Conferences, however, were held 


|over the weekend, including Sunday 


(17), with a view to hurrying the 
long-delayed absorption of Allied by 
306 and 25% increases to Allied ops 
in the theatres in which they are 
now working. 

While there is nothing to prevent 
the two unions from joining hands, 
with Allied men getting 3006 cards 
without initiation fees, union spokes- 
men declare that it isn’t advisable to 
merge the unions unless the theatres 
in which Allied ops are now work- | 
ing agree to the combination. Should 
a representative number of these 
houses, majority of them in the In- | 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn., re- 
fuse to agree to the terms of the 
merger as proposed up to now, it is 
booths would 


be laid open to the enticements of 
cheaper manpower from other indie 
unions, 





Brooklyn, Jan. 19. 





The arrest by the local district at- 
torney’s office of Joseph Kelban, | 
Brooklyn business agent of Local 
306, allegedly because he turned mut | 
the lights in the Folly theatre on 
being unable to collect back salaries | 
for operators employed at this film 
grind, aroused the wrath of Joseph 
D. Basson, president of 306, who)! 
calls the arrest ‘undue interference | 
with the legitimate function of the 
operators’ union.’ 

Kelban, held without 
getting sassy, was 
Special Sessions here yesterday 
(Monday), with Matthew M. Levy, 
his attorney, demanding an imme- 
diate trial. The D. A’s office in- 
sisted on an adjournment, Jan. 26 
being set as the trial date. Kelban 
was then released in bail of $2,500. | 

Basson, defending Kelban = and |} 
charges of the D. A.’s office, said that 
last summer Jack Springer, head of 
the Springer-Cocalis chain operating 
the Folly, was permitted to deduct 
$50 weekly from salaries of the men 
in the Folly booth, with this deduc- 
tion to be repaid after Labor Day. 
Springer died before the repayment 
of the abatement and Joseph Katch 
now heading the chain, pleaded for 


bail after 
arraigned in 


more time in which to pay. When 
Kelban appeared at the Folly Satur- 
day night (16) to demand the return 
of the $572, he got only $159 and 
ywdered the men to refuse to con- 
tinue the show. The charge on which 
Kelban is held is a misdemeanor, the 


alleged commission of a nuisance 


More Than Ever, Especially in Brooklyn and Queeas 
—Cash Prizes Over $3,000—Foresee Its Quick 
Demise as Novelty Wears Off 


Bank night stunts and cash prize 
giveaways of kindred sort continued 
to swell in number in the greater 
New York area last week. It no 
longer remained a question of 
whether or not a film theatre was 
holding a bank night or cash dis- 
tribution event, but what sort of 
money grab-bag was being employed 
to drag in extra customers. About 
the only sector to escape the mone- 


| tary disposal epidemic to date-is the 


Times Square section, big de luxers 


| fighting shy of having anything to do 


with it, or the continuous run spots, 
figuring their minimum admission 
scales being enough inducement to 
get patronage. 

While the battle of the cash draw- 
ings between major circuit and in- 
dependents and between individual 
exhibitors to obtain new slant to the 
contests continued, there were sev- 
eral indications that both patrons 
and exhibitors were beginning to 
become surfeited with the weekly 
coin shellout. Basic factor held re- 
sponsible for this changing attitude 
is the feeling that the whole idea is 
approaching the saturation point in 
amount of money available for dis- 
tribution and also in public interest. 
Wholesale scale on which the con- 
tests have spread, aided doubtlessly 
by the state court ruling this week, 
led some exhibitor leaders to fore- 
see an early drying up in their 
popularity. 

But, in the meantime, the bank 
and cash night stunts continue to 
spread like wildfire. One of new 
additions was the Randforce circuit 
of 43 houses, which inaugurated a 
new wrinkle in the money distribu- 
tion gag. Approximately $3,000 now 


is distributed weekly, but the novel | 


means used in splitting this amount 
made the contest click the opening 
week. Circuit is divided into two 
divisions, with $1,500 in each given 
out. Unlike bank night, the winners 
are handed checks, drawn on the 
circuit account. This eliminates any 


hocus-pocus and insures speedy dis- 


tribution of coin. 

While both the Loew and RKO 
houses of Brooklyn and Queens are 
following the simultaneous’ an- 


nouncement plan weekly with four- | 


figure amounts awarded, exhibitors 
are fairly well sold on the idea that 
any Screeno, Lucky, bank night or 


other cash giveaway means little or | 


nothing in added patronage unless | 


weeks in succession, the big cash 
drawings become increasingly bad 
headaches 

For example, the Valencia, Loew 
house in Jamaica, now has $3,250 
riding on a contest with the first 


prize of this total supposed to be in 
excess of $1,000. The money has piled 


up because winners have not been 
found for three weeks. Nearby RKO 
Alden has $1,000 in prize money 


while the A. H. Schwartz (Century 
Circuit), Randforce and other indie 
houses also are operating some type 
of money giveaway. 

Reaction of theatre managers in 
such a situation, where virtually all 
competing houses are offering some 
cash giveaway, is that the whole idea 
is wasted effort, involving an addi- 
tional expenditure. In this respect 
the cash stunt nights are following 
the general course pursued by double 
features. 

With all theatres going in for it. 
and the novelty of the stunt dimimn- 
ishing, some exhibitors see the start 
of a long trek back to the era when 
pictures alone are offered as a source 
of entertainment. Others are inclined 
| to foresee the decline in popularity 
along the same lines as the way dish 
| giveaways have dropped in popular 
| favor in recent weeks. Crockery 
| prize giving is definitely on the way 
| out, in the opinion of many man- 
| agers. 


‘THEATRE MGRS. IGNORE 
"QUARANTINE, FINED $25 








Lynchburg, Jan. 19. 
| For jumping a spinal meningitis 
| quarantine before the ban was lifted. 
| Mrs. F. C. Carper, manager of the 
| Roxy, and John Garst, manager of 
| the Rives, both at Martinsville, Va., 
| were fined $25 in a trial justice’s 
| court. 
Testimony disclosed the ban was 
| not lifted until Saturday (16), but 
| the theatres were open Wednesday 
|after the operators appeared before 
| the city council and asked that the 
ordinance be rescinded 4s ‘discrimi- 
| natory’ and that other businesses 
were not observing it. 
| Neither noted an appeal. 





the award is around $200 or more. 6 “27 Be Gag 
Public won’t go for $25, $50 or $100 | Charity Pix Show 


prize awards. Exhibs soon expect | 


that $500 will be the minimum | 
figure which is likely to attract | 
interest. 


Increased Resistance 


Along the same lines, theatre man- | 
agers noted increasing resistance on 


the part of patrons to the combined | P!ue 


or simultaneous announcement cash 
stunts being used currently in Loew 
and RKO houses. While the prize is 
$1,500 to $3,000, depending on the 
circuit, location and rules employed, 
theatre-goers are becoming increas- 
ingly aware of the small chance they 
have of winning when some seven 
to 18 houses are hooked-in on the 
same award. They realize their op- 
portunity of copping is reduced that 


| much more. 


New idea was tried yesterday | 
(Tuesday) in RKO theatres of Brook- | 
lyn and Queens with $1,500 offeredl | 
in one award. Though the actual | 
drawings were held on the stage of | 
the Albee, Brooklyn, the numbers 
were announced simultaneously in 
other theatres designated in contest. | 
Contestant in any participating RKO 
house was rated eligible for prize. 
Giveaway featured the idea that 
drawings would be made every three 
minutes until a prize winner was 
picked, this obviously being done to 
eliminate old criticism of the carry- 
ever coin, 

There were numerous hints in re 
cent weeks that house managers and 
in some instances circuit offictals 
were becoming fed up with the cash 
iward 


tunts. Aside from the money 
outlay, the involved bookkeeping, 
drawings, and other precautions 
necessary to obviate criticism of the 


theatre fairness has many house 
running about in 
h his other and more 
th } th i 


duties Where w 
not drawn for 


operators circles 


what w 


tial 


essen- 


house inning 


several 


numbers are 


Dodges S.C. Blue Laws 


Greenville, S. C., Jan. 19. 
Town of Anderson, S. C., now hav- 
| ing Sunday pix and getting by S. C. 
laws by tagging the Sabbatl 
unreelings as ‘charity shows. 
Greenville city council recently 
elected a committee to investigate al! 
angles on Sunday pix with a viev 
to possibly allowing local exhibs to 
run here, 

Last summer at Myrtle Beach 
S. C., a shore summer-time town, pix 
ran wide open and were noi 
molested by the law. 


Utah’s 35 Gross 


Sait Lake City, Jan. 19 

Federal, census bureau today re- 
ported Utah concessions took $2,266, - 
000 during 1935. i 

State had 254 places of amusement 
including theatres, amusement parks 
bowling alleys, billiard parlors and 
similar joy haunts. These places hac 
259 proprietors and firm member: 
employed an average of 779 person 
and had a total payroll of $469,000, 
the report ‘shows. 








HOPALONG, BOYS 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Harry Hoyt and Jack O'Donnel! 
have been hired by Harry Sherma» 
to script the next Hopalong Cassidy 
production for Paramount Hoy 
will write ‘Rustler’s Valley’ an 
O'Donnell wiil do ‘Cottenweed 
Gulch.’ 

Maurice Geraghty just completed 
‘The Ro ) rih Hopalong, ge- 
mg } ) 0 ° rt Fel a 
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“After The Thin 
Man” Hold-Overs are 
de-lovely! 

(Thanks, Bill Powell 
and Myrna Loy!) 















| HIT! = 
a “Camille” clicks with 
; Biggest Garbo biz in 
| 5 years! 


(Garbo and Robert 
Taylor—um-m-m!) 


». 

















i “Last of Mrs. 
a Cheyney” is the 
we | talk of the Coast! 
iM (Imagine! Joan 
Wy Crawford, Bill 
h, Powell and Bob 
Montgomery on one 
bit marquee!) 
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One of the leading editors of 
this industry said: 


“I believe that every exhibitor, regardless 
of his present affiliation or the circum- 
stances that dictate it, wishes in his 
secret heart that he had been able to 


obtain 


HIT! 


‘“*Matyime’”’ means 
extended playtime! 


(Jeanette MacDonald, 
Nelson Eddy are rosier 
than “Rose Marie’) 





M-G-M attractions.” 


And thousands of happy M-G-M exhibitors agree 
as they welcome H\T after HIT after HIT! 


F uit 


ae 





NAIL 





“CAMILLE” is following sight “AFTER THE THIN MAN” with hold-overs! Then 
“THE LAST OF MRS. CHEYNEY” will pack ’em in. And your wintry days will be 
brightened by “MAYTIME” and you'll clean up with “A DAY AT THE RACES.” 
Then the giant drama “CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS.” That’s M-G-M! 


HIT! 


*‘Day at the Races” 
is the Biggest Marx 
Bros. show of them 
all! 


(New box-office Marx) 






HIT! 


“Captains 
Courageous” is 


|Z another ‘Mutiny 


97 


on the Bounty” ! 


_ (Giant drama has big 
‘ cast including Freddie 


== Bartholomew, Spencer 
“ Tracy, Lionel Barry- 


more and more) 
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Further U.S. Census on Amus. 





Breakdowns for East, West and South Cen- 


tral 





Washington, Jan. 19. 


Reflecting sharp upswing of the 
usement business since 1933, De- 
partment of Commerce last week 
turned out two more of its business 
census reports covering places of 
amusement in the east and west and 


am 


south central states. 


Total 1935 take of the West South 
Central group—ineluding Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas— 
was $41.437,000, showing a rise of 
Ala- 
bama, Kentucky, Mississippi and Ten- 
South Centralites— 
showed a smaller, but pronounced 
improvement, with 1935 receipts to- 
talling $20,759,000, against 1933 grab 


Louisiana, 
$13,503,000 over 1933 receipts. 


nessee—East 


of only $13,026,000. 


Covering motion picture houses, 
theatres, circuses, amusement parks. 
billiard parlors, 
dance halls, etc., new biz census re- 
vealed inhabitants of the eight states 
involved are asking for more and 
more new places in which to spend 
Amuse- 
ment centers in the East Southern 
1,498 in 
1933 to 2,079 in 1935, report revealed, 
1,001 new places have been 
added in the two-year period in the 
West 
South Central establishments totalled 
only 2.625 in 1933, but rang the bell 


bewling alleys, 


money for entertainment. 
states have increased from 
while 


West South Central group. 


with 3,626 two years later. 


1935 breakdown by states follows: 
Alabama: 495 places of amusement; 


total receipts, $4,539,000: 


States 


+ 





Par Report 











(Continued from page 7) 





assistant sec, none directly, 100 com- 
mon beneficially; Austin C. Keough, 
vice-prez and sec, 59 common and 23 
second preferred. 

Harry O. King, director, none; 
Earl I. McClintock, director, 100 sec- 
ond preferred; Charles A. McCulloch, 
director, none directly, 1,000 first 
preferred and $58,000 werth of de- 
bentures beneficially; Frank Meyer, 
assistant sec, 10 common, 100 first 
preferred and 4 second preferred; 
Fred Mohrhardt, comptroller, none; 
Maurice Newton, director, none 
directly, beneficially 4,518 common 
and 2,413 1-5 second preferred, and 
through Hallgarten & Co., 5,000 com- 
mon and 5,000 second preferred. 

E. V. Richards, director, none 
directly, 2,000 common beneficially; 
Adolph Zukor, chairman and direc- 
tor, none; Atlas Corp., principal 


first preferred beneficially; 
Owners Corp., 25,000 first preferred 
directly and $2,500,000 worth of de- 
bentures beneficially. 

Application shed dim light on pay 
and contracts.. Stating none of the 
parent officers enjoyed bomus agree- 
ments, Para reported that 11 man- 
agement contracts have been nego- 
tiated by various operating subsids 


average |but gave no detailed explanation of 
number of employees, 1,260; total | terms...Most important was 7-year 
payroll, $927,000. pact negotiated Dec. 28, 1935, by 


Kentucky, 614 establishments; to- 


number of 
employees, 1,987; total payroll, $1,796. 

Mississippi: 300 establishments; re- 
employees, 502; 


tal receipts, $7,815,000; 


ceipts, $1,303,000; 
payroll, $236,000. 


Tennessee: 670 establishments; re- 
1,846; 


ceipts, $7,102,000; employees, 
payroll, $1,541,000. 


Arkansas: 448 establishments: re- 
961; 


ceipts, $3,756,000; 


employees, 
payroll, $706,000. 


Louisiana: 453 establishments: re- 
1,747; 


ceipts, $4,974,000: employees, 
payroll, $1,081,000. 


Oklahoma: 830 establishments; re- 
ceipts, $8,255,000; employees, 2,341: 


payroll, $1,911,000. 

Texas: 1,895 establishments. 
ceipts, $24,452,000; employees, 
payroll, $4,861,000. 





. , > 
Fitz’s Coronation 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Upon completion of editing five 
technicolor shorts at Metro studio, 
James Fitzpatrick, producer of ‘Trav- 
eltalks,” will leave for England to 


film the Coronation. 


12, 





OK BLDG. PERMIT, THEN KO 


Atlantic City, Jan. 19. 


After a building permit was issued 
for the erection of a new motion 
Picture theatre in Toms River, near 
here, the Dover Township Committee 
ordinance under which 
the owners could not obtain a li- 
cense, it was revealed Saturday (16) 
to Supreme Court Justice Joseph 


Passed an 


Perskie in chambers here. 


_The Justice allowed a writ of cer- 
tiorari to the theatre owners. It is 
returnable before the supreme court | 


Feb. 5. 


The owners told the court that the 
foundation had been laid but that 
now the township authorities are en- 
forcing a regulatory ordinance passed 
last Nov. 27 subsequent to granting 
the permit and letting of contracts. 

he new measure prohibits licensing 
of any theatre within 300 feet of 
The 
theatre under construction is about 
150 feet from a grade school with 


School, church or hospital. 


1,500 pupils. 


The court was also informed that 


re- 


6,140; 


Plans to sail from New York Feb. 


Balaban & Katz with John and 
Barney Balaban guaranteeing them 
an undisclosed slice of the profits of 
B&K and its subsidiary theatre com- 
panies. The other contracts. were 
described as béing essentially the 
same. x 
Otterson’s Salary 

On the pay question, statement 
showed that John E. Otterson drew 
nearly as much in a little cver six 
months as Adolph Zukor collected in 
a full year. Zuk r’s take as president 
for five months and three weeks and 
as chairman of the board for the 
rest of the year was $91,645; Otter- 
son’s total for being prez from June 
17 to Dec. 31, 1935, was $84,000. 
Stephen A. Lynch, chairman of the 
|advisory committee, pocketed $79,500, 
while 22 trustees and directors raked 
in $298,891; eight other officers. gar- 
nered $145,623, and two employees 
paid more than $20,000 per annum 
hauled in $40,911. Only other entry 
was $25,000 for Simpson, Thatcher 
and Bartlett, Par attorneys. 

Aside from Condor Pictures, the 
other film registration pleas were 
routine and of minor importance. 
Paramount Broadway Corp. asked 
the S.E.C. to johnhancock $8,553,500 
worth of mortgage loan certificates 
outstanding and $225,000 worth to be 
issued; Columbia Pictures asked reg- 
istration for 10,990,432 more of no- 
par common; Harry Cohn and other 
Col trustees filed statement covering 
certificates for 5,393 shares as well 
as the underlying securities; and 
General Theatre Equipment Corp. 
sought registration for 527,024 shares 
of capital stock issued and- 227,081 
1-3 shares still in the till. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Horace McCoy signed writing pact 
with Metro. 


Samuel Pokrass, composer, Walter 
‘Ze Strohm, engineer, Majorie 
Weaver, actress, Hi Moulton, musi- 
cian, pacted at 20th-Fox. 


Bruce Cabot grabbed new termer 
at Metro. 

Gloria and Barbara’ Brewster 
pacted at 20th-Fox. 

Paramount renewed Sir Guy 
Standing’s pact. 

Tala Birell and Barbara Read had 





the ordinance did not operate against | options renewed at Universal. 


an old established theatre, the Traco, 
Which is locally owned and had been 


9perating for about 17 years. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
bought 





Columbia 


som ‘Park Avenue 
me, yarn by Robert T. Shannon. 


Jo Swerling ticketed at Major Pic- 
tures. 

Slim Summerville drew two-year 
extension on 20th-Fox contract. 

Warners picked up fifth option on 
George Bricker’s writing ticket. 

Phyllis Brooks, currently in the 
N. Y. show, ‘Stage Door,’ given term 
contract at 20th-Fox. 

Robert Ellis and Helen Logan, 


arold Morrow’s novel, ‘Saleslady,’ | writing team, retied at 20th-Fox. 
Purchased by Monogram. Arthur C. Miller and Harry Jack- 
cancer of the Yukon’ and ‘Wolf! son, cameraman, and June Gale, ac- 


Jack London novels, bought by 


onogram. 


i Republic has purchased ‘The Re- 
uctant Bachelor,’ original by Robert 


rthur. 


Columbia acquired Richard Worm- 


ser’s “] 


McCall Right Guy,’ published in 


3. 


tress, had options lifted at 20th-Fox. 
Marion Gering, director, termed at 
Columbia. 
Mervyn LeRoy put Collette Lyon, 





formerly of vaude, under personal 
contract : 
Felix Joachinson, Budapest play- 


wright, tagged by Universal 





| Film Reviews | 


LUCK OF THE IRISH 











underwriter, none directly, 1,516,483 | 
Allied | 


(Continued from page 15) 
the outcome of a steeplechase. 
it's the Grand National. 

When the race has been lost and 
|the boys with the lien step in to 
| clean up, the arrival of an American 
| nag fancier with plenty of coin saves 
| the day. Efforts of Hayward, as the 
faithful and sacrificing servant, to 
raise coin by unearthing phoney an- 
cient pottery and his seeking after 
the legendary O'Neill cache, furnish 
lots of action and some laughs. Irish 
wit so much talked about is not so 
much on exhibition here, but there 
are occasional spurts. 

There is a barroom scene, but 
is toned down to a song between the 





Here 


of the race, 
by news of the disqualification 
and the arrival of the local con- 
stable, Charles Fagan. Songs, of 
which there are five, being typically 
Irish, should also get a rise out of 
audiences. 

Donovan _Pedelty, former _ film 
scout for Paramount in London, and 
director of ‘Luck,’ makes a favor- 
able impression with his new calling. 

Print caught is jumpy and sound 
could be better. Parts of the dialog 
are indistinct, but that may be ac- 
counted for by the apparatus in the 
house, : Hurl. 


(‘Salary 200 Menthly’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Danuhja release of Mezgokep productjon. 
Features Paul Javor, Elsie Barsony, 
dere Uray, Antal Pager Direcied by Bela 
Balogh Story, Laszlo Vadnai; camera, 


Endre Vidor. At Modern Playhouse, N. Y., 
week Jan. 14, "37. Running time, 8 mins 








(In Hungarian, no English titles) 

Press agents on Hungarian stuff 
have recently been trying to im- 
plant the impression that Budapest 
and Hollywood are twin cities. 
They’ve .unearthed Hungarian Shir- 
ley Temple, a Hungarian Freddie 
Bartholomew, and now a Hungarian 
Gable (Paul Javor). The Temple- 
Bartholomew duplicates really had 
plenty on the ball, but whether or 
not Javor has is left to the imagina- 





tion. In ‘Salary 200 Monthly’ his 
alleged light is hidden under a 
bushel. Antal Pager, an old comic 





standby, walks off with the footage 
and puts the celluloid across. 


Film was socko b.o. in Hungary, 
and should be a good draw with the 
It’s a fast com- 
edy, deftly directed by Balogh, hing- 
|ing on that. European monument of 
|a plot—mistaken identity. Pager, as 
is the fulcrum 
and 
the 
Plenty of 
wring 


Magyar-Americans. 


nitwit soda-jerker, 
of practically every situation, 
appears in practically 75%, of 
footage to good results. 
laughs, with Pager able to 
‘em out without putting on too much 
pressure. 

Elsie Barsony is the comely love 
interest, nicely cast. Ditto Theodore 
Uray, whose performance as an auto 
manufacturer is a crack job. Javor, 
the hero, doesn’t do much, and what 
he does do isn’t very much of an 
histrionic test. Since the film is mis- 
taken identity stuff, and Javor is the 
identity that has te be kept under 
wraps, he is virtually written out of 
the book entirely. In view of this, 
the p.a. bunch would have done bet- 
ter to blurb Pager as the Hungarian 
W. C. Fields. 

This isn’t intended te create fur- 
ther Babel, but Vartery’s Budapest 
reviewer opined that Pager is the 
Hungarian Maurice Chevalier. 

Edga. 


BROKEN BLOSSOMS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
Imperial release of Twickenham produc- 
tion 


Stars Dolly Haas Directed by Hans 
Brahm, Story by Thomis Burke, “The 
Chink and the Child,’ adapted by Emityn 
Villlams. Camera, Gurt Courant. At Bel- 
mont, N. ¥., week Jan. 1%, ‘37. Running 
time, 70 mins 


Lucy Burrews.... 


eee ..Dolly Haas 
Chen 


Eimnlyn Willianes 
Arthur Margetson 





likely to be limited to the houses 
which show only the unusual films 
and the continental importations. 

D. W. Griffith made this story as 
a silent nearly 20 years ago when 
he was at the heiZht of his success. 
The film attracted no end of critical 
attention because of its able direc- 
tion and acting. The three principal! 
were Lillian Gish, Richard Barthel- 
mess and Donald Crisp. Notwith- 
standing the excitement it created, 
‘Broken Blossoms,’ which was based 
on a Thomas Burke Limehouse story, 
‘The Chink and the Child, neve: 


tragic note was too strong 

For the same reason, plus the f 
that the sound version as dire 
by Hans Brahm is somewhat short 
of the Griffith production this 
latest importation from Twickenham 
(Julius Hagen) studios will ha 
tough sledding. It does serve, how- 


ic 





of 


ever, to bring to the attention 





N.Y. Film Museum's New Germanic 


Pix Library 





Pix | 











it | ’ ee 
| Studio heads, without desiring quo- 
beys while celebrating the occasion | 
It is speedily broken up} 
L of |say it would be industry suicide, con- 
the nag that all had their rolls on| tending that the industry would just 


Theo- 


DEGGIE oa ab cocks cbceseceeses Kraest Sefton 
FEM PPOUEE sc cveseeeedseunces . V. France 
Len Peer ees Pes eee frnest Jay 
DIST oS cvcocccscessceboseuee Bertha Belmore 
ee BOs Hoi 6. 6b b6000 60008 Gibb McLaughlin 
Ol4 Chinaman......... Donald Calthrop 
SOO ps adesdoeee Kathleen Uarrison 
5 Sr ee eee Kenneth Villiers 
5 PPT rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrer Jerry Verne 

There isn’t much reason for this | 


one, and its American distribution is | 


(Continued from page 5) 
name in a film’s cast without giving 
that personality adequate support. 
Other studios, though reported 
ready to consider some way of 
dropping the intermediate or expen- 
sive ‘B’ pictures, are quite hesitant 
in doing so or acclaiming the fact. 





tation, are willing to discuss the folly 
of such an endeavor at length. They 


burn itself out and in a few years, 
have no talent. They say that the 
intermediate picture, costing in the 
neighborhood of from $300,000 to 
$400,000, is the type of production 
that stars are launched in and are 
the only means the producers have 
to get a line on box office potentiali- 
ties of the newcomers. 

They. cite numerous examples in 
support of this premise: one where 
Grace Moore ‘was launched by Co- 
lumbia in ‘One Night of Love,’ which 
cost around $350,000 and. made Miss | 
Moore a picture star overnight. Also 
pointed out is the initial Astaire and 
Rogers pic for RKO, which cast a bit 
more than the Moore picture, but 
which was still classified as.an inter- 
mediate pic that influenced the com- 
peny te gradually bring the A-R pic- 
tures into the $1,000,000 cost class. 

Unveiling the Unknowns 

Another illustration with this same 
company is ‘Winterset,’ which cost 
around $400,000 and though not a 
box office cyclone gave the company 
a personality in Burgess Meredith 
upon whom it will now concentrate 
in more important productions. Also 
pointed out are a number of the pic- 
tures Darryl Zanuck made at 20th 
Century-Fox to bring out new per- 
sonalities whom he is building up. 
Most recent is the pic, ‘One in a Mil- 


0.0.4 


by Pix Crix 


New projection quarters for Mu- 
seum.of Modern Art. Film Library 
which John Hay Whitney has bank- 
rolled were opened at 125 East 46th 
St. While spot will be maintained 
for Whitney’s personal film dealings, 
library is turning it open to New 
York film crix as a ritzy study hav- 
en for its elaborate picture catalogs. 
Initial turnout for the library’s new- 
est group. German pix, okayed the 
idea. 

Three-fourths of the librarys new 
program is viewed for the first time 
on this side.’ It hops from 1896 to 
1919. Germanic influences which are 
credited with opening new channels 
of the Hollywood sector are played 
up, and can be clearly followed in 
the current running procedure. Most 
of it sums up as clever usage of black 
and white shadow work, also trick 


lighting which relieves flat-faced 
close-ups. 
‘Primitive German Films’ (1896) 


made by Skladanowsky show acro- 
bats from the Wintergarten, Berlin. 
Scenes from Unter Den Linden, 
snapped: in newsreel style, give an 
excellent picture of that period. For- 
mal militaristic aura hovers over the 
entire group. Comedy flourishes at- 
tempted are noticeable for their brisk 
and animated gesturing. All of the 
actors overwork their muscles be- 
fore the cameras. 

‘Don Juan’s Wedding’ (1969) pre- 
sents a speedy iarce which meas- 
ures up easily to U. S. releases of 
that time. ‘Misunderstood’ (1913) 
has Henny Porten, German actress, 
emoting in traditional flighty histri- 
onics. These three pictures have all 
been obtained through Reichsfilm- 
kammer for permanent inclusion at 
the library. 

‘The Golem’ (1920) follows next, 
with only one reel run off, shows ad- 
vance in technique and authentic 
overtone of stodgy Teutonic drama- 











lion,’ which went over the half mil- 
lion mark but whieh gave the com- 
pany a potential star in Sonja Henie. 
This picture had no unusually im- 
portant names to balance Miss Henie 
but at the same time it was the 
means of bringing Borrah Mine- 
vitch to the fore as a picture pos- 
sibility of possible marquee impor- 
tance. Still another instance of the 
incubator theory in low-cost pix is| 
Universal’s Deanna Durbin in ‘Three | 
Smart Girls.’ 

The studios will try and concen- 
trate on eliminating as much junk as 
possible which may be lacking b. o. 
Significance but none of them is 
going to shy in the future from pic- 
tures in cost which have been classi- 
fied as ‘B’ product. The producers 
feel that they are too smart to cross 
themselves up by eliminating what 
they call ‘The kindergarten of the 
screen,’ wherefrom they are able to 
get their future important talent. 

iJ oom 

American producers a most capable 
young actress, Dolly Haas, whose in- 
terpretation of the former Gish role 
is a remarkable piece of acting. For- 
merly of the German screen, this 
part is said to be her first and only 
British picture. She is at the pres- 
ent time being groomed in Holly- 
wood by Columbia Picts. Of the 
fragile type, short in stature, she 
looks like most promising material 
for future popularity. 

Plot of ‘Broken Blossoms’ is well 
known, and concerns a mystic ro- 
mance between a young Chinese and 
a cockney maid, who meet in Lon- 
don’s slums. The girl flees from a 
drunken and browbeating father, and 
the Chinese hides the child in his 
rooms, where he treats her with 
kindness and bedecks her in Orien- 
tal costumes. Subsequently, the 
brutal father learns her where- 
abouts. In an ensuing scene he kills 
her 





Emlyn Williams, 


who was on 
Broadway this season in his own 
play, ‘Night Must Fall,’ made the 


adaptation of the sound version, and 
also plays the Chinese. A story so 
fantastic as ‘Blossoms’ falls to pieces 
when the characters speak various 
kinds of dialect. It is not expertly 
done, and with the exception of Miss 
Haas the players are not convincing. 

Julius Hagen is the producer, and 


turgy. Complete production of “The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari’ closes and 
stirred most interest with the N. Y. 
pix crix. Few U. S. audiences have 
seen this entirely, in spite of its lin- 
gering reputation. Highly stylized in 
treatment, the chiller episodes stack 
up as tame, in comparison with the 
sharply created sets painted in 
futuristic patterns. UFA donated 
these two productions. 





Rocky Mt. Screen Club 


Denver, Jan. 19. 

The old Rocky Mountain Screen 
Club was revived at a luncheon 
meeting and officers elected. Club- 
rooms will be in the Brown Palace 
hotel. ; 

Harry Golub, is president; Chester 
Bell, Joe Dekker, v.p.’s; Ross Bluck, 


secretary; Harry Goodridge, 
treasurer, and Emmett Thurman, 
counsellor. Directors are Gene 


Gerbase, Al Hoffman, R. J. Morrison, 
Eddie Loy, Joe Ashby, Chas. R. 
Gilmour, Louis Finske, Rick Ricket- 
son, Buzz Briggs, Frank Culp, Dave 
Cockrill, Dave Davis and Jack 
Langon. 


St. Loe Variety Club Elects 
St. Louis, Jan. 19. 

Ray Colvin elected chief barker of 
St. Louis Variety Club at annual 
meeting, Friday (15). Other officers 
chosen: Joe Garrison, asst. chief 
barker; Harold W. (Chick) Evens, 
mgr. Loew's, 3d asst. barkerg Clar- 
ence Hill, treas., and Ben Reingolf, 
sec. Full membership of 80 attended. 
Plans were perfected for testimonial 
dinner to be tendered Fred Wehren- 
berg, indie operator, who is celebrat- 
ing 30 years in biz, at Jefferson 
hotel, March 12. 

Jimmy Harris, p.a. at Loew's, was 
elected personal relations counsel 
for Variety Club. 


Plane Tabu 


(Continued from page 1) 

















has not stinted on any phase of the 
production. Some river front scenes 
are quite good, and certain exterior 





| tently photographed. 
wholly clicked at the box office. The | 
a. | Griffith is made by the producer in 
|a flattering foreword. Understanding 
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»pisodes dimmed by fog are excel- 
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ike was 


Griffth conferred with the 
organization before the re- 
undertaken, but after 


fog-end of trip. Bogged down with 


ice, ships find it hard to climb. 
Motors vibrate. Ships lose altitude, 
and if they get below 7.000 feet 


within 10 miles of landing field, they 
crash into a mountain. 

Studios have been great boosters 
of air travel and have made plenty 
of dough out of air-thrillers in re- 
turn. But until winter flying gets a 





ome preliminary directorial work 
bowed Brahm did almost 
he direction, completing the produc- 
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why everybody ts talking about 
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pair, their personal airplanes and 
some African shots, all of which are 
dated, but not without interest. 

There are some mint shots of ingot 
casting, with a couple of exteriors 
and some interior views of Fort 
Knox, where the $11,000,000,000 in- 
gots are to be stored. Probably the 
only chance for inside shooting, now 
that the gold is being moved in. 
Space allotted to President Roose- 
velt’s plea for government changes to 
unify power is generous. Comment 
gives the man in the street a better 
idea of what the prez wants than do 
the newspaper reports. There is a 
short sequence devoted to the Jonker 
diamond, now cut into 12 stones with 
an aggregate value of $2,000,000 and 
there is real and unrehearsed humor 
in the quizzing of the WPA worker 
who was discovered to have a store 
of jewels valued in six figures. . His 
dialect is better than Lew Lehr’s, 
which is a cinch, but the real hu- 
mor comes from his remarks. 

For foreign news there are the 
first motion pictures of Edward in 
exile; unveiling of a monument in 
Japan to the first American am- 
bassador, with a Japanese patriarch 
who has to be tipped off on Ameri- 
can handshaking; opening of the 
dolphin season in Japan; signing of 
the Anglo-Italian treaty; interment 
of Gen. Von Seecks, with the ex- 
ezar Ferdinand and Marshal von 
Mackinsen in a dramatic and im- 
pressive closeup; Mussolini’s eldest 
son, who is to marry a girl of the 
people and street scenes in Madrid. 

There is a flash of some ice stuff 
during last week’s ice show at Madi- 
son Sq. Garden; interesting. Propa- 
ganda comes via a humorous bit 
with Jack Pearl baking a birthday 
cake for Roosevelt with a serious 
reminder of the President’s Balls 
for the Warm Spring enterprise. 

New white hope, Bob Pastor, is 
close-upped and there is some golf 
stuff from the West Coast, with the 
cameras sticking around Southern 
California to show all the snow 
brought by the usual unusual 
weather. More golf on a course 
where only holes-in-one count, with 
just a flash of the motor boat show 
in N. Y. and ski jumping at St. 
Moritz, 

Lew Lehr offscreen does a not-so- 
funny dialect bit while a lion trainer 
puts his cats over the jumps and a 
rather clumsy round-the-clock fash- 
ion show in some Florida resort. 

To round out the usual hour are 
a Magic Carpet (20th-Fox) of Mon- 
golia, with an _ impressive sand 
storm finish and No, 29 of the 
Stranger than Fiction series pte 

hic. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 15. 

This is the house. that vaude built. 
An $18,000 redecoration job is cur- 
rently in effect, but work is not dis- 
rupting show schedules, 

Vaude this week is plenty over- 
board on acre-nereens. Send-off has 
the line (12) in m suits partici- 
pating in a basketball game. Goals 
at either end of stage, with Ted 
Cook, m.c., in the arbitrator role. 
Gals mix it up and click. Line gets 
two more appearances and on one 
occasion do some acrobatics on their 
own. 

Five Tip ., Girls follow a band 
novelty and kick things back to 
tempo set by line. Girls, nicely cos- 
tumed, score with their cartwheels 
and leaps. Nothing new, but well 
done. 

Donatella Bros, and Carmen, plus 
their unbilled parents, have a 
melange of offerings which doesn’t 
mean much here. The boys have 
accordions. Carmen keeps the act 
in line with rest of the bill via back 
bends, splits and tap routine. Mother 
slaps a tambourine and the father 
plays a shepherd’s horn. It’s all 
very family and rates the same in 
entertainment values. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., comes on with some 
nonsense patter. and then goes into 
a dance that’s also acrobatic. He 
works with a girl feeder, who also 
does acrobatics. 

Ted Cook and Lester Harding hang 
around and get in when they can. 
Cook owns a saxophone. If he has 
a best friend he’d better come for- 
ward. Harding baritones two pops. 

Pic is ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par). Biz 
Okay, Hoyt. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

For its third stage bill since end 
of musicians’ strike brought back 
live talent to house, Earle this week 
ofers a so-so revue which house 
manager Herman Whitman’s. ef- 
fective staging helps to redeem. 
Particularly in its lighting does the 
Production hypo the talent. For 
most part, however, talent remains 
unredeemed, 

Tops of unit (although act doesn’t 
Set that position in billing) is Maidie 
and Ray, rope- tossing, dancing and 
comedy mixed team. Entire routine 
is distinctly out of ordinary, both in 
skill and style of presentation. Pair 
waste’ no time on usual’ tricks,’ but 








open with tough stunts and keep it 
up. Girl is looker and both have 
droll manner of kidding own efforts. 
Creates capital tone for act. Stuff 
includes various efforts of roping 
while hoofing, with gal contributing 
brief and acceptable acrobatic bit. 

Another act, with all sorts of pos- 
sibilities, is only mildly amusing, It’s 
Joe E. Ross and Gladys Bennett, 
comedy and hoofing pair.: Gal, a cute 
looker with Gracie Allen brand of 
clowning, has immensely persuasive 
mode of delivery, but nobody could 
make her material anything but 
dreary. She has winning manner, 
knows timing and displays shrewd 
sense of values, but gags are obvious 
and not too pointed. Presence of 
Ross in act appears without reason 
until he begins soft shoe hoofology. 
Excellent at that. Pair prance satis- 
factorily as team, too. 


Other individual turns include 
Helene Denizon, headliner, _ bal- 
lerina, gracefully terping through 


uninspired routines and not notably 
gowned; Pickard and Mickey, 
slightly above average trained seal 
act; Stewart and Martin, couple of 
gag comedians who could multiply 
their funny moments by playing to 
house instead of to pit crew; Lazy 
Bill Huggins, baritone ballader with 
attractively modest style, but ap- 
parently lacking showmanly experi- 
ence. 

Appearing in and out of all the 
above turns are 12 American Rock- 
ets, mixed hoofing chorus. Group is 
acceptably trained and proficient in 
kicks. Also tastefully costumed. 
Balance of show brings in six okay 
looking showgirls. 

labeled ‘Your 


Entire production, 
Hit Parade,’ bears Wild West at- 
mosphere and ——-e. Contains two 
ill runs almost 


frontier tableaux. 
Film is ‘Crack- 


exactly 60 minutes, 
Up’ (Cent). Business fair Saturday 
afternoon. Hobe, 


(16) 
ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Jan. 14. 

Those who braved rain, sleet and 
snow to be first-nighters at St. Louis 
theatre Thursday (14) were reward- 
ed with one of best bills house has 
presented since its reopening last 
fall. The Roxyettes are back in good 
health and full numerical strength 
(16) and Gaplaying lots of zip, in 
contrast with poor showing last 
week, and every act clicks. 

Freddy Mack, m.c. and baton 
swinger, who leaves St. Louis (27) 
for dance band field in east, also 
kept the tooters on their toes and 
doesn’t do so bad by himself in a 
vocal number, Lion’s share for suc- 
cess of bill goes to Pat Henning and 
Betty — they are pressed for 
first honors Joe Arena and Co., 
Regina and Bros., Roxyettes, and 
Mack. 

Show opens with line doing a 
‘Stompin’ at the Savoy.’ As gals 
move off, Joe Arena, a femme and 
bull dog come on, Arena does a 
flock of flip flops, producing from 
various pockets water tumblers filled 
with a_ colored liquid which he 
quaffs. He does some trick falls, his 
femme partner furnishes an acro- 
batic dance and the pup does a bal- 
ancing stunt, 

Mack then puts tooters into action 
and warbles ‘Charlie Cadet’ in 
swell style. A production number to 
‘I've Got Rythm’ follows and line 
does okay. Next slot gives Pat Henn- 
ing and Betty, a looker, their chance 
and they have no trouble winning 
customers. Henning does most every- 
thing in the book; hand stands, fool- 
ing with mandolin, shooting steel ar- 
rows through balloons gal holds, 
cutting paper with bull whip, eccen- 
tric dancing, patter and singing a bit. 
Betty offers good support with nifty 
tap dance. 

A colorful production number 
closes, with line doing a gypsy rou- 
tine which opens with Regina (vio- 
linist) and Bros. (accordionists). 

‘Charlie Chan at the Opera’ (20th) 
is screen offering. Biz only fair, due 
to bad weather. Sahu. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Jan. 16. 

Nice menu here this week, with 
Little Jack Little picking up where 
he left off couple months ago. Aided 
by three outside acts, it’s an hour’s 
show which spells plenty of enter- 
tainment. 

Smoothness is its greatest virtue; 
nevertheless, talent isn’t lacking by 
any means. Latter, in fact, rates with 
the best, but there’s so little seeming 
effort that it passes without notice. 
Only fault in whole show is Little’s 
m.c.’ing. If maestro put half as much 


ginger into these chores, as he does | 


in his own numbers, it’d be a cinch. 
As it is, acts don’t get a strong 
buildup and, except for their own 


ability, entire stuff would fall flat on | 


its face. 

Topnotcher of the show, although 
not billed that way, 
mings. On near shut, lanky fella gets 
more life out ef audience than rest 
of turns combined. His appearance 
in tails, whirling a rope. is enough 
to start him off sockaroo. 


of nifty lariat tricks, and it spells a 
be g-off 
- Little | 


Prairie Flowers 





Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

When Principal Productions 
sought professional cowgals for 
a picture coming up, non-pros 
toting guns, lassos and wearing 
weird regalia chowed up. Some 
had never been on a horse. 

Most candidates had won 
beauty contests or had weath- 
ered the gong in amateur con- 
tests, 


LINA PICTS’ $60,000 

















for $60,000 damages against 
H. E. R. Laboratories, Inc., Garri- 
son Films Distributing Corp., and the | 
Aladdin Pictures Corp., 


submit to examination before trial 
of the action. The Court reserved 
decision on the reouvest. 


The complaint states that the de- 
fendants are unlawfully withholding 
and releasing 32 negatives of shorts 
which the plaintiff claims belong to 
it. The negatives in question, the 
plaintiff cites, were turned over by 
Talking Picture Epics to H. E. R. 
for prints which in turn turned them 
over to the other defendants. 

Talking Pictures Epics went bank- 
rupt, the complaint states, and Irving 
Trust Co., as trustee sold effects to 
Joseph Briskin, president of Lina, 
who assigned the property to his con- 
cern. Lina in the present action 
claims this property including nega- 
tives were never transferred to them, 
but that instead, the plaintiffs have 
been making profit by distributing 
them to theatres. 


‘Skippy’ to Sub for Walt 
Disney on UA Cartoonics 


The new cartoon producing com- 
bination of Kenneth McLellan and 
Norman Stephenson which has ob- 
tained the rights to the Percy L. 
Crosby ‘Skippy’ cartoon strip, syndi- 
cated by King Features, will turn 
the character into cartoons for 
United Artists. Nine releases are 
slated for the first year (1937-38) for 
United Artists distribution. Walt 
Disney shifts to RKO shortly, hence 
this UA deal. 

McLellan and Stephenson were 
formerly with the Disney organiza- 
tion, former as head animator, 
Stephenson as production manager. 
They have formed New Cartoon 
Production Co. in California. 











OLSEN-JOHNSON REPRISE 


Hollywood, Jan, 19. 
Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson have 
been tagged to do another picture at 
Republic. 
Preparations are being made for 
production as yet untitled. 





Jack Connelly Recovered 


Jack Connelly is back at Pathe 
News headquarters after a_ siege 
with an eye infection. 

He was laid up at home for three 
weeks when a small piece of steer 
blew into his eye. 





provide swell arrangements, and 
Little himself doesn’t suffer any let- 
down on the ivories. His drummer, 
a versatile chap who attracts plenty 
of attention without the spotlight; a 
trumpeter, who’s hailed as a local 
boy; and Harriet DeGoff, neat warb- 
ler, tie well into band’s setup. Band 
is located in a smooth setting, and 
provides background for all the acts. 

Then there’s Housten and Harden, 
male and femme s. and d, team. 
They get over with some musical 
comedy tunes and display oke tap- 
ping routines. Last of the three 
added acts are Novak and Faye, two 
crumby-dressed guys who contribute 
a burlesque on ballroom dancing, fol- 
lowed by comical acro stunts, and 





| apes 


is Don Cum-|} 


To this he |receives its 
adds wad of droll humor, plus coupla | months. 


‘and his Wana conthtue? ‘to fry ‘ana the "Woman 


for an encore some bona fide hand 
balancing. which is plenty good. 
Nifty closing bit by band, which 
‘seven of U. S. music stylists’ 
with Jack Little furnishing a bur- 
lesque of the conductors. Little also 
dusts off his ‘broken down saloon 
piano’ number, ana scores plenty. 
Something different in the over- 
ture currently, too. House imported 
Rosa de Guilio, of the Chicago Opera, 
to warble coupla tunes. She clicks, 
and Eduard Werner’s pit orchestra 
biggest ovation in 


Jammed house at late show caught 
Erida (15), On gereen: ‘God's Coun- 
(WB). Pete. 


it was dis- | 
closed Thursday (14) when a motion | 
was made before N. Y. Supreme | 
Court Judge McGeehan to compel | yy 6s3 Week X 

officers of the three defendants to| mins. Rel. Dec 1 


Ss 
SUIT VS. H. E. R. LABS | Gesuzza La Sposa Garibaldina (It). 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 
| Giueckspitze (Ger) (Casino). 


Lina Pictures Corp. has filed suit} Grenzteuer a Bee: ( 
the | 


CALENDAR OF FOREIGN RELEASES 


(Continued from page 16) - 





music. Gustav Froehlich, Martha Eggerth. Dir. Geza von Bolvary. 98 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec 16. 


Eine Frau die Weist Was Sie Will (Ger) (Casino). 
Lil Dagover. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 82 mins. 


Ember a Hid Alatt (Hung) (Danubia). 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2. 


Fahrt in die Jugend, Die (Ger) (Casino). 
mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 


From Oscar Strauss’ operetta. 
Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22 


Heavy drama. Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 75 
Farce comedy. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 


Fiat Voluntas Dei (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Talky comedy. Angelo Musco. Dir. 
Amleto Palermi. 80 mins. Rel. July l. Rev. July 15. 


Friesennot (Ger). Nazi propaganda. Dir. Werner Kortwich. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Ganze Welt Dreht Sich um Liebe, Die (Ger). 
usa. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 


102 mins. Rel. 


Mystery-romance. Charlotte 


Italian Joan of Are. Dir. A. Blassetti. 175 


18 


Drama of adolescence. Dir. Robert A. Stemmle. 


80 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 


Zwicker). 


Intrigue in the Alps. Dir. 
Dec. 15. 


Rev. Dec. 30. 


Hans Beck-Gaden. 83 
mins. Rel. 


| eypetes (Russ) (Amkino). Saga of collective farms. Dir. Evgeni Schneider, M. 


Goldblatt. 85 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 5. 

Harom Sarkany (Hung) (Danubia). Romance of collegiates. Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30 

Heisses Blut (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic drama. Marikka Roekk. Dir. Georg 
Jacoby. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


(Sp). Kids do some acting. Dir. Armando Vidal. 80 
mins. Rel. = % 
Ich Sehne Mich eat Dir (Ger) (Casino). 
Camilla Horn. 90 mins. Dir. 
Sept. 16. 


La Mala (Sp). 
Oct. 2: 


Backstage operatics. 
Johannes Riemann. Rel. 


Louis Graveure, 
Sept. 1. Rev. 
Irma, Marital mixups Dir. Rafael Sevilla. 80 mins. Rel. 
Ist Main Mann Nicht Fabelhaft (Ger). Domestic comic complications. Dir. 
Georg Jacoby. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 9. 
Junge Graff, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Light comedy with music. 
Karl Lamac. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16 


Kakos Dromos, O (Gr). Heavy drama. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Kampf, Der (Russ) (Amkino). German-language story of Hitler cruelties. Dir. 
Gustav Wangenheim. 86 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16 


Kermesse Heroique, La (Fr) (Tobis) asad spec. Dir. Jacques Feyder. 95 


Anny Ondra. Dir. 


mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 
Koenigwalzer (Ger) (Ufa). Operetta. Willi Forst. Dir. Herbert Maisch. 80 
mins. Rel, Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 11. 


Lacrimme e Sorrisi (It) (DuWorld). Martial mixups. Dir. Raffaello Matarazzo. 
5 ; 


7 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30 

La Paloma (Ger) (Casino). Musical. Chas. Kullman, Leo Slezak. Dir. Karl 
Heinz Martin. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Legy Jo Mindhalalig (Hung) (Danubia). Life in a children’s school. 
Szekely. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 

Letzte Rose (Ger) (Canine). Operetta based on ‘Martha. Dir. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Liebesleute (Ger) (Tobis). Drama of modern life. 
Froehlich. Dir. Eric Waschneck. 95 mins, 

Liebesroman im Hause Hapsburg (Ger) (Comeen, 
Wolff. 81 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 

Lied Geht um Die Welt (Ger) (Tobis). Pe ooPly ‘Joseph, Schmidt. 
ard Oswald. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Luci Sommerse (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Raffles lives again. Dir. Adelqui Miilar. 
72 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. July 1 

Madres de] Mundo Bp). Romance, made in Mexico. Dir. Rinaldo Aguilar. 80 
mins. Rel. Aug. 

Manewry Milosne Polish) 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 


Dir. Istvan 
Karl Anton, 
Renate Mueller, Gustav 
Rel, Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7 

Historical item. Dir. Willi 


Dir. Rich- 


i, Seen Dir. J. Nowina-Przybylski. 70 mins. Rel. 


Mater Nestra (Sp) ace drama). Dir. Gabriel Sora. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
Mein Liebster ist Ein Jaegermann (Ger) (Casifio). Old-fashioned farce. Leo 
Slezak. Dir. Walter Kolm. 85 mins. Rel, Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16. 
Meseauto (Hung) (Danubia). Cinderella in Budapest. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 

Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 
Miserables, Les (Fr) (Franco-American). Hugo’s classic. Dir. 


Harry Baur. 


Raymond Bernard. 162 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4 


Mueder Theodor, Der (Ger). Backstage farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. Yon V. Har- 
lan. @ mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


mon SS eee La (Sp).Life in Mexico. Dir. Arcady Boytler. 70 mins. Rel. 

ug 

eee Pag Be, 8 (Sp). Melodramatic love story. Dir. Ramon Peon. 90 mins. 

Mutiger Seefahrer, Der (Ger) (Seaine). Heavy farce. Dir. Hans Deppe. 90 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 

Mysteries of Notre Dame (Fr) 1) tbuworld). P hater teal best described as a 


travelogue. 65 mins. Rel 4 
vote p Sere. (Russ) Ps Ukrainian musical. Dir. E. Kavaleridze. 
ay the Lourdes Shrine. 


Dec. 30. 
Ne sir} Btocnays m (Hung) (Danubia). Rie wy 
Dir. ‘a Balogh. 60 mins. Rel. N 5. Rev, 
Stgptingale > an 2 First ‘Moscow color-flm. "Dir. Nikolai Ekk. 93 
Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 
Pa Solsidan (Sw) (Scandinavian). pS ~—_ Hanson. Dir. Gustaf Mo- 
ree. mins. Kel. A 15 Rev. Se 


rte Rosso (It) (New world). It's a fara i life. Isa Miranda. Dir. Guide 
none. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 
Porteuse de Pain, La (Fr) ss apres 2 Weepy melier. Dir. Rene Sti. 74 mins. 


aE ~ ye ore) (abth). Royal intrigu Na talie Paley. Dir. Jean de Ma 
ean, ie. a e ra ° ean de re 
t. 90 mins. L Dec. . Dec. ni 


gueno 
Privatsekretaerin meiratet’ — (Zwicker). , a. in farce time, Doily 
Haas. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. Rev, Dec. 


9. 

Rakoczi Age L~»'7 ‘(Danubiay.M Military drama. Dir. Steven Szekely. 82 

Revolutionists (Russ) (Amkino). History, of of i easly communist regime. 100 mins. 
Dir. Vera Stroyeva. Rel. Dec. 15. Dec. 

se a “sar? (Ufa). Drama. vir “Bagover. 100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
ev. p 

Schuesterne Casanova, Der (Ges) (Casino). Romantic comedy. Dir. Carl 
Lamac. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 

Serpente a fae (It) (Nuovo fondo). Murder in a girl’s school. Dir. Rafaclo 
Mata 85 mins. Rel. A 15. Rev. Aug. 19. 

——— Island (54 {Sp) | toot ™ Mexiean-made drama. Dir. Raphael Sevilla. 65 

e A 
Slalom. (Aust) (puworld. Life ace gh love in the Alps. Dir. Arnold Fanck. §&7 
mins. Rel. 15. Rev. Dec. 23. 

Soderkakar (Sw) pe Re Musical. ee a Person. Dir. Weyler Hilde- 
brand. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. 23. 

Soldaten Karemaden (Ger) eyieper). Teutonic propaganda. Dir. Turn Hup- 
pertz. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 

Song - China (Chinese) (MacLean). Drama 3, the Orient. Dir. Lo Ming-Yau. 

mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 11. 


Son of f Mongolia (Russ) (Amkino) Propaganda “ me uenoetan sector. Dir. 
I. Trauberg. 105 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. 
Stutzen der Gesellschaft (Ger) (Uta). Ibsen’s cue’ in Ny new version. Dir. 
Detlef Sierck. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov 
Traumulus (Ger) (Tobis). ow ¢ ~e¢~ a Sunes " Dir. Carl Froehlich, 
mins. Rel. Sept. 15 ev 
a inade Anne-Marie Brunius. Dir. 


Ungdom Av I Dag (Sw) (Par). 
P. A. Branner. 83 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. July 1. 
U.S.S.R. Newsreel (Russ) (Amkino). Late news events spiced into feature. 87 





| Danubia, 
| DuWorld, 


mins Rel. June 15. Rev. July 8 
Varan Pojke (Sw) (Scandinavian). Romance. Edvard Person. Dir. Arne 
Bornebusch. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct 21 


Verlorene Tal, Das (Ger) (Casino). Love in the mountains. Dir. Edmund Heu- 
berger. 100 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. July 1. 

Wackere Schustermeister (Ger) (Germania). Farce. Dir. Cari Heinz Woiff. 93 
mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 15. 

Waldwinter (Ger) (Ufa). Love in the Silesian forests. Dir. Fritz Buch. 90 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Walzer fuer Dich Ein (Ger) (Casino). Musical fantasy Louis Graveure, Ca- 
milla Horn Dir. Georg Zoch. 90 mins. Rel. Sept 15. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Weiberregiment (Ger) (Ufa) Military comedy. Dir. Karl Ritter. 90 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 16 
Wenn Der Hahn Kraeht (Ger) (Casino) Dir. Carl] Froeh- 

lich. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 


Yellow Cruise (Fr) (Tapernoux). Travelogue, partly in English. Dhur. 
Poirier. 90 mins. Rel Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 235. 


Key to Addresses General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria, L. L 

Harold Auten, 1540 Broadway. J. H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. Inter-Continent, 50 _E. 42nd St. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Casino, 240 E. 86th St. Jean Lenauer, 202 W. 58th St. 
729 Seventh Ave. Martin Nosseck. 326 Audubon Ave. 
729 Seventh Ave. Metropolis, 260 Fifth Ave. 


Comedy romance. 


Leon 





| European, 154 W. 55th St. Scandinavian Films. 220 W. 42d St. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. John Tapernoux, 126 W. 46th St. 
Franco-American, 66 Fifth Ave. Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave. 
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New Yorker Spoofs Itself 

New Yorker mag, which occasion- 
ally pokes fun at itself by parody- 
ing its own features, last week ran 
a profile on a fictitious character, 
‘Mme. Effie Kayshus,’ by Sinclair 
Lewis. Piece was subtitled “Vamp in 
Violet’ and is a parody not only of 
the New Yorker’s own style of pro- 
file, but of the usual success story 
popular in many current mags. It 
also makes use of stock phrases 
used by many gossip columnists in 
describing life of the hoi polloi in 
social and cabaret worlds, Fictitious 
character is portrayed as the world’s 
only woman manufacturer of shoes. 

Some foundation in fact is ascribed 
to a w.k. shoe trade-mark, but rather 
than risk legal complications, the 
100% 





Toronto Shakeups 


Many changes in the editorial set- 
up in Toronto followed amalgama- 
tion of Globe and Mail, both morning 
sheets. Except for Roly Young (pic- 
tures) and Vernon McAree, whose 
column of general comment is con- 
sidered the best in Canada, the Mail 
editorial staff took it on chin, Sports 
staff was swept clean. It was ex- 
pected that most top writers would 
be reallocated, but no dice. 

Following the shake-up, Vernon 
Knowles, m.e. of the Toronto Star, 
quit to take over Canada’s ace press 
agent spot, Canadian Bankers Ass’n, 
($25,000). John Heron, city editor, 
moved over to Knowles’ desk, John 
Drylie remained as news ed and Ken 
Edey moved in from sports to the 
city desk, with Fred Jackson golf ex- 
pert succeeding him. 

No successor has been named for 
Fred Housser, 47, financial editor, 
who died, but Main Johnson, editor 
of the Star Weekly is pinch hitting. 
Leaves the Star, Canada’s ace sheet, 
shy on name writers. 

Gordon Sinclair, staff globe-girdler 
who settled into sports nine months 
back, is now doing a double into the 
front page. Fred Davis, star staff 
photographer, who made the first 
shots of the Dionne quins, is now ex- 
clusively on that subject and prac- 
tically out of the Star, but a dark 
room is ready when and if he 
wants it: 





Digest Goes West 

The Literary Digest, which was 
formerly printed in N. Y., is now 
being printed in Chicago by the 
Cuneo Press. This follows the trend 
of other news weeklies, such as Time 
and News-Week, both of which are 
printed in the middle west. 

Most of Time’s material is tele- 
typed out. Digest material goes out 
by airmail, except for last minute 
news, which is facsimiled by West- 
ern Union. Digest also has teletype 
facilities, but does not use them at 
present. 

George Huber of the Digest’s copy 
desk has gone to Chicago to handle 
the material there. 

Digest was one of 70 mags printed 
by the Chas. Schweinler Press in 
N. Y. Stock of the printing plant 
was sold last year to John F. Cuneo 
Co. Among the magazines formerly 
printed by Schweinler Press in ad- 
dition to the Digest were Boy’s Life, 
Christian Herald, the Dell group, 
Winford Publications, the Pines 
group and the Munsey group. Plant 
still continues to print the last two 
in N. Y. 





Sumner Active Again 


N. Y. Society for the Suppression 
of Vice has begun proceedings 
against James T. Farrell’s newest 
novel, ‘A World I Never Made,’ call- 
ing it obscene, and is attempting, 
via court action, to prevent circula- 
tion of the book. Warrant was ob- 
tained by Charlies J. Bamberger, 
agent for the society and nearly 400 
copies were seized at the offices of 
the Vanguard Press, publishers. 
John S. Sumner directed the seizure. 

Novel was praised highly by most 
critics and Scribner’s mag ranked it 
as one of the 10 best of the fall 
Season. N, Y, Times reviewed the 
book fulsomely in its news columns, 
but refused to run advertising on it. 

Case will be heard Feb. 2. 

Farrell wrote the book while on a 
Guggenheim Fellowship. 





Paul Benton to Paris 

Paul Benton, former associate 
editor of the Times-Union, Rochester, 

- Y., joins the International News 
Service on a Paris assignment. He 
18 a former war correspondent and 
member of the Marsh expedition to 

uth America in search of White 
Indians as a correspondent for the 

North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance, 

His wife, Mrs. Dorothy Benton, 
Who conducts a column, ‘Shopping 
with Dorothy,’ for the Rochester 
rt mocrat & Chronicle, will remain 

ere for the present, 


fictitious switch was given it. | 








Best Sellers 





‘Yang and Yin’ ($2.50) ... 





Best Sellers for the week ending Jan. 16, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00)........ weeeeeeeeBy Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50)........e0-- 
‘Sound of Running Feet’ ($2.50) .............-By Josephine Lawrence 
“Ureet Ge Piste COU CERO) 66 ccc tctcecetccescicas By Jolan Foldes 
EC ee Ore Ee Alice =. Hobart 
‘Shining Scabbard’ ($2.75) .......++eeeeeee+s+-By R. C. Hutchinson 
Non-Fiction 
‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50) By Doctor Victor G. Heiser 
es te ee a By Dale Carnegie 
ee By Ernest Sutherland Bates 


‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) .... 
CUE ee COT an Sae068-40600-0% 
‘Flowering of New England’ ($4.00).......... By Van Wyck Brooks 
‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50) .. 
Autobiography of G. K. Chesterton ($3.00). 


pon enk ae eeseee-By Marjorie Hillis 


... By W. D. Edmonds 








’Nother Washington Shift 

Third break in the critics’ line-up 
in Washington during the past three 
months came this week with the 
resignation of Betty Hynes, for the 
past years drama ed of the Wash- 
ington Herald, Hearst morning 
sheet, to do independent writing. 
Post is now filled by Mabelle Jen- 
nings, former Herald critic, who 
has since made a success as femme 
commentator for the CBS network. 


E. DeS. Melcher, who went to the 
MGM scenario department, was sup- 
planted in October by Jay Carmody 
on the Evening Star, and Don Craig, 
who swtiched to political writing on 
the same paper last week, was sup- 
planted by Katharine Hillyer on the 
Daily News, 





Dave Hearst Learning 


David Hearst, one of the pub- 
lisher’s 21-year-old twins, has gone 
to work for his father on the Balti- 
more News-Post. Lad is legging a 
police run on the burg’s southside. 

Also receiving his baptism in 
newspaper work on the Balto News- 
Post is Harry Bittner, Jr., son of the 
general-manager of Hearst news- 
papers. - Young Bittner has been 
covering police stations and hospitals 
for the News-Post for nearly a year. 





Bates Helping Loyalists 


British novelist Ralph Bates is in 
Hollywood to raise funds for the 
Spanish Loyalists. 

Author of ‘Lean Men’ and ‘The 
Olive Field,’ an expert on Spain for 
some years past, is a commander in 
the International Brigade, on leave 
for a goodwill tour. His local ap- 
pearances are being sponsored by a 
Motion Picture Artists Committee. 
He will appear at a banquet and ad- 
dress a mass meeting. 





Ruddy’s Russian Masquerade 


J. Maurice Ruddy, Hollywood rep 
of several English publications, re- 
cently returned from a tour of 
Europe. 

When he attempted to enter Rus- 
sia, officials refused him admittance 
because he was listed on his passport 
as a journalist. He went to the Brit- 
ish consulate and had his occupation 
changed to ‘film producer.’ From 
then on, he says, he was feted and 
shown through various government- 
owned studios. 





Daily for Kids 

Metropolitan daily exclusively for 
kids appeared last week in Tokyo, 
published by Nichi Nichi. It’s a tab 
size, four page sheet, which goes to 
eight pages on Sunday, and is be- 
lieved to be the first daily paper for 
youngsters. 

To allow for near-sightedness, a 
common Japanese ailment, type is 
twice normal newspaper size. 





David Smart’s New Mag 
David ‘Smart, publisher of Esquire 
and Coronet, is working on plans for 
a new mag, to be published in about 
nine months, but details of which he 
is keeping strictly to himself. 
Meantime, he is concentrating on 
the Esquire syndicate for fashions, 
which has been sold to 266 news- 
papers since its inception about six 
months ago. 





Auerbach’s Coast Chore 

Artie Auerbach, former photog 
with the N. Y. Daily News, rejoins 
that sheet and is on his way to the 
Coast as candid cameraman for the 
newspaper on the Coast. Auerbach 
has established himself as a dialect 
comic and has appeared on radic 
programs on the major networks, 
with Phil Baker among others. 





Literary Travel Mag 
Globe, new travel mag, will be 
published in St. Paul, Minn. 
Contributors to the first issue will 
include William Saroyan, Ed Bell, 
Jesse Stuart, William Carlos Wil- 
liams, Gale Wilhelm and Langston 
Hughes. Editor will be J. W. G. 
Dunn. 





Crane on N. Y. Times 
Burton Crane, Variety rep in 


Tokyo for years, for 11 years finan- | 


cial editor of the Japan Advertiser 
and Tokyo rep for the Wall St. 


Journal, has joined the N. Y. Times | 


in the home-office on financial cover- 
age. Crane has been back from 
Japan since August, ostensibly on a 
holiday. 

Nat Floyd, ex-city editor of the 
Ft. Worth Telegram, succeeds him in 
Tokyo for the Wall Street Journal. 





Frank MacDonell Upped in Det. 


Frank MacDonell, sports scribe on 
the Detroit Times, has been ap- 
pointed boxing czar of Michigan by 
Gov. Frank Murphy. 

MacDonell, a crusader in the fight 
game for 14 years, succeeds James 
(Bingo) rown and is the first 
newspaperman picked for the post 
in years. MacDonell conducts a col- 
umn in the Times and has been 
working on that and other news- 
papers for 20 years. 





California Contest 


Prize of $1,000 for California 
writers of fiction, biography and his- 
torical or verse narrative will be 
paid from the estate of the late 
United States Senator James D. 
Phelan. Contest is limited to native 
California writers between 20 and 
35 in age. 

Applications must be received be- 
fore Feb. 15 at the office of Phelan 
Awards, 658 Phelan Building, San 
Francisco. Dean Charles B. Lipman 
of the University of California is in 
charge of administering the award. 


Books in Brief Bows In 


Books in Brief makes its first ap- 
pearance as a new pocket-size mag 
with the February issue. Title is a 
switch from an older one titled Au- 
thors Digest, which has for 30 years 
been publishing condensations of 
books in book form. Mag contains 
128 pages, is published in Chicago, 
and sells for 25 cents. 

Richard R. Smith is editor and Jo- 
seph J, White is publishing. 





Arnold, RCA’s Editor 


Frank A. Arnold has been ap- 
pointed managing editor of the RCA 
Institute’s Technical Press, a depart- 
ment of RCA Institutes, Inc. This 
is the oldest radio technical school 
in the U. S., and publishes books and 
other. data dealing with television 
and electronics subjects. 

Arnold will direct publication of 
the RCA Review, a quarterly journal 
of radio progress. Marg plugs RCA 
developments in various fields. 





Promotion? 


Helen Thompson, niece of Kathleen 
Morris, has been appointed executive 
secretary of the Book and Magazine 
Guild. 

She resigned from the publicity 
department of the Girl Scouts of 
America to take over the Guild job. 
Previously she did promotion for the 
College Art Assn. ad editoria’ work 
for Good Housekeeping. 

Ryan’s Nc. Indian Slant 

Don Ryan’s novel of early Amer- 
ica, ‘The Warrior’s Path,’ reputed to 
give a picture of the American In- 
dian iar different from the usual, 
wil’ be published in England by 
Duckworth’s. 

Material unearthed b, Ryan is said 
to be so contrary tu accepted tradi- 
tion and so disparuging to the white 
man that U. S. publishers were 
afiaid to touch it. 





Coast Foreign Press Elects 

Harold J. Salemson was elected 
head of the Foreign Press Society 
in Hollywood. Elaine Heilinger and 
Gilbert Scotto were named v.p.’s; 
Barbara O'Connor, secretary; L. 
George Francs, treasurer. 

Board of directors includes Lucien 
Sauvage, Arthur O’Connor, Robert 
Watson, Decider Pek and Victor 
DeVise, ° 





| that the 
| Grey of Long Beach, N. Y., who will 
| be president at $3,120 per annum; 


|} group, 
| sistant treasurer. 
Stock divvy so far shows Griffith- | 





Cinema Arts Delayed 


Publication of Cinema Arts, de 
luxe mag, originally scheduled for 
Jan. 1, has been postponed until 
April. Reason for postponement 
given is that editorial staff wanted 
to spend some time in Hollywood 
before getting into the routine of 
publication, and confinement to edi- 
torial offices in N. Y. 

A. Newton Plummer is editor, and 
A. Griffith Grey publisher. Latter 
is a brother of D. W. Griffith. 

Meantime, the corporation on 
Thursday (13) asked the Federal 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
for authority to peddle 200,000 shares 
of stock to the public at $2 a copy. 





Insiders now hold 139,034 shares. 
Giving few details about the pro- 

duction plan, application showed | 

sponsors are A. Griffith- 


E. A. Tropp, New York, executive 
vice-president, who will drag down 
$8,100; R. V. Bontecou, Loudonville, 
N. Y., L. E. Wakelee and Doris | 
Packer of New York. M. A. Guido | 
of Brooklyn, not one of the original | 
will be secretary and as- | 


Grey holding 15,000 shares; Tropp, 
42.500; Wakelee, 1,500, and Miss 
Packer, 69,500. 

Group expects to raise $320,000 


from the proposed stock deal and | 


$58,300 from other sources. Most 
money already available has come 
from Miss Packer, who collected the 
lion’s share of outstanding securities 
as remuneration, 





Fan Mag Distrib Suit 

Aaron A. Wyn, assignee of the Kable 
News Co., distributors of magazines 
and periodicals, filed suit in the N. 
Y. supreme court yesterday (Tues- 
day) against Motion Picture Publica- 
tions, Inc., alleging breach of con- 
tract. 

Plaintiff claims that in 1934 the 
Kable Co, contracted to distribute the 
defendant’s magazine, Movie Classic. 
The contract covered two years and 
was continued for an additional five 
years in June, 1936. Plaintiff claims 
that last December the publication 
company announced that future pub- 
lication of the magazine would be 
discontinued in March of this year. 
Plaintiff now seeks to recover on the 
ground of breach of contract. 





Coloroto Inaugural 
N. Y. Sunday Mirror is covering 
the inauguration in Washington to- 
day (Wednesday) in color. Four 
color camera photographers will be 
on the job to catch all phases of 
ceremony. Ken McCaleb, Sunday 
Mirror mag section managing editor, 

will be in charge’ of crew. 





Ff Wayne Shifis 
William Kellogg, former city edi- 
tor of the Journal-Gazette, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., has shifted to the News- 
Sentinel, afternoon daily. 
Park Williams (who used to handle 
the police beat) replaces Kellogg. 





Johnston’s Film Weekly 


William A. Johnston,; 
of the Motion Picture 
ing a new weekly 








CHATTER 


Sigmund Spaeth south on a lecture 
tour. 

Anna Louise Strong in N. Y. from 
Spain. 

Jenny Ballou’s 
due in March. 

Louis Adamic staying in Guate- 
mala to finish his new novel. 

Boston Transcript has switched 
from seven to eight columns. 

Donald Fairchild of Oxford Uni- 
versity Press off the sick list. 

Vincent Lopez, orc leader, amass- 
ing material for a book on jazz. 

Ben Ames Williams’ 25th novel 
titled ‘Crucible.’ Out in March. 

Burton Rascoe has finished his 
autobiography, titled ‘Before I For- 
get.’ 

Katharine Anthony has written 
the first biog for adults on Louisa 
May Alcott. 

Robert Van Gelder, one of the N. 
Y. Times book critics, back from a 
vacation in Florida. 

Conrad Richter’s ‘Sea of Grass, 
which will be published Feb. 8, has 
been bought by M-G-M. 

Eric Sutton has translated Hein- 
rich Mann’s novel ‘The Youth of 
Henry VI’ from the German. 

Allen Tate in Fairfax County, 
Virginia, collecting material for a 
historical novel on that region. 

Beth Campbell of the Oklahoma 
City Times has gone to Washington 
to join the capitol staff of the A.P. 

English rights to Robert Carson’s 
novel, ‘The Revels Are Ended,’ have 
been taken by Constable of London. 

Conrad Richter’s first novel ‘The 


‘Spring Prelude’ 


| novel, ‘Laughter in the Sun,’ 





Sea of Grass’ will be out next 
month. Deals with the old South- 
west. 


Rion Bercovici has sold a short 
story to Scribner’s for March pub- 
lication on life in a Washington em- 
bassy. 

Joseph W. Lippincott, publisher, 
back from a hunting expedition in 
Mexico. Expects to write a book on 
the trip. 


Robert H. Jones, publicity director 
for Doubleday-Doran, will resign 
that post to join Conde Nast on 
March 1. 


John Steinbeck’s novel ‘Of Mice 
and Men’ postponed until Feb. 26. 
Novel is a March Book of the Month 


| selection. 


Louella Woodford, 19-year-old 


| daughter of Jack Woodford, Warner 


writer, has completed her first novel, 
‘Maid Unafraid.’ 

Max Eastman has translated a new 
book by Leon Trotsky titled ‘The 
Revolution Betrayed,’ scheduled for 
March publication. 

Tamar Lane, Hollywood writer, 
working on another book dealing in 
a critical and historical way with 
pictures and its personalities, 

Jesse Lasky, Jr., in London writing 
for Gaumont-British, has placed his 
with 
Macauley, for spring publication. 

Paul David Magriel has compiled 


|a bibliography of books and articles 
|on the dance and related subjects. 
| Book has a foreword by John Mar- 


tin. 

Edward J. O’Brien off on a four 
month’s lecture tour covering the 
U. S. He is working on a history of 


the short story, which will be out 
next fall. 


Christine Frederick has joined the 
editorial staff of Fawcett Publica- 
tions, Besides writing on foods and 
recipes, she will be consultant on 
household problems, 

Glen T. Neville, with the Denver 
News eight years as a feature writer 
and city editor, left last week for 
New York to work in the editorial 
department of the Mirror. 

Country Home Mag is offering a 
$1,000 prize for the best modern 
ferm life story submitted before 
March 1. -Also offering a minimum 
of $200 for every story accepted for 
publication which is submitted in the 
contest. 

Kathleen R. Strange of Winnipeg 
is the winner of a $1,000 prize in the 
Canadian book contest sponsored by 
Dodge Publishing “o. of N. Y. and 
George J. McLeod, of Toronto. Book 
is titled ‘Modern Pioneer,’ and will 
be published this spring. 

Walt Raschick has resigned as dep- 
uty directory of the Minnesota Tour- 
ist Bureau to become editor of Golfer 
and Sportsman mag, effective Jan. 15. 
Raschick retains his job as managing 
editor of The Minnesota Conserva- 
tionist, which he will handle on the 
side. 

Windward House, subsid of Derry- 
dale Press, has been sold to the 
Garden City Publishing Co. Latter 
is keeping same imprint and will 
continue the line of pop priced 
sporting books. Eugene V. Connett, 


‘ who established Windward House in 


1933, remains as editor. Sale was 
effected through the efforts of Col. 
Theodore Rooseveli, v.p. of Double- 
day’s. 

A. K. Mills, formerly advertising- 
publicity chief for ‘March of Time’ 
and now London representative of 
Life, one of Time publications, has 
delayed his departure for home port 
because of home office confabs. Now 
plans to leave the middle of Febru- 
ary. 


‘No Room For Us’ 


(Continued from page 3) 

















America ana which would be open 
to serious reprisals. 

E. Ronald Crammond, B. & D. 
chairman, told stockholders that the 
future policy of the company would 
be to concentrate on management of 
the Pinewood studios (for which it 
draws a fee of $50,000 annually), in 
which it holds a 50% interest, and 
slow down as far as possible on pro- 
duction. Under a contract with 
United Artists, B. & D. was origi- 
nally tied to a program of 12 a year, 
but the terms have since been re- 
laxed and negotiations are in prog- 
ress in hopes of easing the terms 
more, 

Trade circles see B. & D. as 
anxious to close down altogether on 
production, personnel reductions at 
the studio lately inspiring the belief 
that the company is to fold. With 
its substantial interest as controllers 
of the Pinewood studios, however, 
the company will remain to exploit 





that channel of revenue. 
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eae of the crowd watching Eddie beinfit 
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44-,-.-. the assault of a 
truck on a rainy day by a bandit 
with tear-gas bombs.’/ 

























» “... a demonstration of 


. the ‘electric eye’ which 
, / detects metal objects upon 
'! prison visitors.4 
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43 


... the bullfrogs croaking in the 
pond outside the little inn from 

which, upon his wedding night, he 
is tossed out for being an ex- — Fe ee 


convict.// 





SS 


—————— 





7 i was : |} “.... the preparations for a trans- 


: fusion to save Eddie's life so that 


1) he can be electrocuted.” 
44... Eddie and Joan talking 


"through the visitors’ grill” 


in the death house.” 





and | | M E adds: 
“WALTER WANGER’S PRODUCTION 
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ICH 1937 MAY FIND HARD TO BEAT!” 
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Five Stations for Negroes Only 
Bright Idea of Stock-Sellers; So Far 


Matter of F.C. 


+ 


Washington, Jan. 19. 

A $500,000 corporation to render 
broadcasting service exclusively to 
Negroes is the objective of Gold Star 
Radio & Television Corp. of Boston, 
which has requested Securities & 
Exchange Commission to ratify plans 
to peddle 99,795 shares of Class A 
common to the public at $1.25 pre- 
mium. Paper will have par value 
of $? <nd go on the market at $6.25. 
Proceeds will be used to start opera- 
tions. 

Although the company never has 
contacted the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to find out chances 
of carrying out ambitions, papers 
docketed at F.C.C. revealed expecta- 
tions to erect transmitters in New 
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, New 
Orleans, and Los Angeles. Slated 
cost is $100,000 apiece. 

Promoters Charles Henry Davis, 
Jr., David E. Forsyth, and William L. 
Shelton, now have toe-hold on the 
securities. Since the company was 
incorporated last summer, each has 
received $120 in directors’ fees. 
Agreement stipulates no salaries will 
be paid until business is functioning, 
with aggregate salaries during initial 
year after first station starts operat- 
ing limited to $20,000. No lid there- 
after, but likewise no paychecks un- 
til F.C.C. has granted assignments 
and transmitters have gone on the 
air. 

Davis, as president, controls 7,600 
or 76% of Class B common; Forsyth, 
vice-prez, treasurer, 1,600 or 16% of 
the B and 195 or 95% of the out- 
standing A; and Shelton, secretary 
and clerk, 800 or 8% of the B and 
10 or 5% of the A. 


ODD LAW IN CAROLINA 
HYPOS AIR FOOTBALL 


Greenville, S. C., Jan. 19. 

Wiring up of new regionals is 
foreseen in this area as the result of 
a unique law on the state’s statute 
books. This provision requires that 
all state universities (i.e., those ac- 
cepting coin from the state) must 
offer to at least three broadcasting 
stations rights to athletic events. 

In short, if sponsors for pigskin 
stuff look probable for next fall, 
three stations could team into a re- 
gional, grab off a number of games, 
and get them sans any payment. In- 
terpretation of the law is such that 
the stations don’t even have to 
bother asking the schools. All they 
have to do is be three in number to 
get the gratis rights. 


White (With Landt Trio) 
Dies from Heart Attack 


Howard C. White, 34, of Landt 
Trio and White, died Sunday morn- 
ing (17) of a heart attack. His part- 
ners carried on Sunday afternoon for 
Hudson Coal over NBC, with Molly 
Kilinger stepping into the breech. 

White had been with the Landts 
nine years, having first become a 
performer at the age of 15 with a 
miners’ quartet from Scranton, All 
came from the Pennsylvania coal 
district and burial of White is set 
for Peckville, Pa. 

Among current radio commercials 
of Landt Trio and White are Hudson, 
Dill Tobacco and Ford. 

















French Admen on Tour 


San Francisco, Jan. 19. 

Delegation of French advertising 
men now on a tour of 17 American 
cities on behalf of the Continental 
Advertising Congress to be held in 
Paris in June will arrive here to- 
morrow morning for a two-day stay. 
After receiving the usual key to the 
city from Mayor Angelo J. Rossi, 
they will be guests of the San Fran- 
cisco Ad Club at a luncheon in the 
Palace Hotel. 

Group includes Charles Maillard, 
Bernard Musnik, Andre Kominker, 
Marquis de Polignac and Earle Pear- 
son of New York, managing director 
of the Advertising Federation of 
America, who is accompanying the 
visitors on their tour. 

NBC will air their Ad Club talks 
over its Coast Blue web. 


(. Licenses Ignored 





Anagram ! 





Hollywood, Jan, 19. 
At radio performances here 


on the Coast when sponsors 
want the audience to give 
plenty of applause, a youth 


steps in front of the mike and 

holds above his head a piece 
of cardboard on which is sten- 
ciled ‘APPLAUSE.’ 

He shakes the sign to get the 
audience to whoop it up, and 
the board as he shakes it seems 
to read: ‘APPLESAUCE.’ 











OFF - THE - AIR 
WAX TAX BY 
M.PP.A. 


Mechanical rights bureau of the 
Music Publishers Protectite Associa- 
tion will be ready within the next 
two weeks to offer a license form to 
outfits engaged in recording programs 
from off the air. Copies of the agree- 
ment form have been sent to counsel 
for NBC and Columbia and to James 
W. Baldwin, managing director of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters, 


Fee for the start will be a lump 
sum, with the recorders obligated to 
submit to the MPPA lists showing 
the tunes on each recording. Initial 
licenses will be issued for either six 
months or a year. i uture royalty 
basis will be determined by the way 
the original arrangement works out 
and by the info disclosed by the lists 
of tunes taken off the air. 


ERWIN-WASEY REVERSES 
DECISION ON MOVE 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Erwin-Wasey has reconsidered its 
original decision to close its local of- 
fice, and instead has determined to 
continue the Chicago quarters to 
service those accounts which want a 
Midwest contact, among them Car- 
nation Milk, Weary Trunk and the 
Merchandise Mart. 


With the agency retaining its local 
offices, it just about settles the Car- 
nation Milk account question, and 
has quieted down the sniping for the 
account which had every agency 
running up to Milwaukee home of- 
fices with fancy presentations and 
ideas. 


Chet Vail comes in from the New 
York offices of E-W to head the local 
setup. Most of the personnel, par- 
ticularly those people who handle 
the Carnation account, are retained. 
Holland Engle continues as head of 
the radio department, and it was 
the handling of radio show that pri- 
marily influenced the Carnation de- 
cision to remain with E-W. 














L. M. S. Griffin, of NBC’s New 
York traffic department, has retired 
to a New York hospital for a gen- 
eral going-over. 


Employ Air Social Sec 
To Spread Hotel Charm 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 19. 

Helen Oviatt Griffin, who conducts 
‘Social Secretary’ program over 
WHAM, becomes hostess for Hotel 
Seneca, newly-created position. She 
will direct social events, making use 
of the hotel’s recreational facilities 
and pioneer in a field which Man- 
ager Charles M. Wickes hopes will 
become an important addition to the 
business. 

Mrs. Griffin will continue her ra- 
dio work. 








Elocutionist-Executive 
Restores Rival After 
Petition Circulated 


| St. John, N. B., Jan. 19. 
Paul Kollins is back on CHSJ here 
| following a petition circulated in the 
drug store of his local sponsor. Kol- 
lins 


of Halifax, who is regional program 
director for the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Co. (government). And now the 
restoration is made by the same exec. 

Kollins raised the cry of ‘profes- 
sional jealousy.’ Both Kollins and 
tertainment that still flourishes in 
these parts. 

Partisans of the two individuals in- 
volved in the teacup tempest de- 
scribed them as ‘very mediocre’ or 
‘truly marvelous,’ according to the 
camp they belong to. 


ANOTHER ANTI-RADIO 
BILL IN CONGRESS 


Washington, Jan. 19. 

New blue law, with stronger teeth 
in it and aimed directly at radio, was 
concocted Monday (18) by Repre- 
sentative Culkin, Republican of New 
York, 

Through an amendment of the 
Communications act of 1934, Culkin 
would impose tough rap on broad- 
casters who carry programs in any 
way advertising liquor. Imprison- 
ment of ‘not more than one year nor 
less than three months, for each 
day during which offense occurs’ 
was asked by bluenoser, who also 
stupulated a fine of not more than 
$1,000 nor less than $500 should 
be paid by luckless radio men dis- 
obeying his law. 

Bill was the latest in a long chain 
of anti-motion picture, anti-radio 
legislation which Culkin annually 
seeks to shove through Congress, 
and already is slated for the Con- 
gressional dump-heap. 











Femme Vox Pop Shows 
Originate in Tea Rooms 


Cincinnati, Jan. 19. 

Tommy Bartlett came on from 
Chicago for the start Monday (18) 
of a series of femme vox pop pro- 
grams on WKRC, such as he has 
been conducting for the Fitzpatrick 
Soap Co. to blurb Kitchen Klenzer, 
over WBBM in the Windy City for 
some time. Local stanzas, under 
same sponsorship, originate alter- 
nately in two downtown tea shops, 
hitting the air daily, except Sunday, 
for 15 minutes, beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

Maynard Craig and Lee Bland, 
WKRC announcers, are handling the 
stanzas. 





Schamberg Shifts at World 


John, Schamberg added to stations 
relations department of World 
Broadcasting. 

Used to be in the production end. 








Paul Whiteman Denies Break-Up 





Not Disbanding—Talks With John Royal 
Evidently Started Rumors in Trade 





Conversations which Paul White- 
man has been holding with John 
Royal about broadcasting a weekly 
symphonic concert is believed to be 
the source of a rumor going the 
rounds of radio and the music pub- 
lishing business over the past week- 
end that Whiteman was contemplat- 
ing disbanding his organization. Re- 
port also had him negotiating for a 
post at NBC which would put him 








in charge of all the network’s mu- 
sical activities. 

Through his manager, Jack Lavin, 
Whiteman declared in a phone con- 
versation from Texas Monday (18) 
that there was absolutely nothing to 
the report and that his organization 
and activities would go on as they 
are. 

NBC’s program chief reached in 
Washington, said that everything but 
the concert angle was the bunk. 





Willis are elocutionists, a type of en- | 


was ousted from a program | 
called ‘Fanfare’ by J. Frank Willis 
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Chain Income from Time Sales |. 





SanueTry icsasen eases 
POUTURTY 626 ak00eo8 


October . 
November 


Total .. 





NBC 


1936 1935 1934 1933 

JANUATY ccccccccces Gael oie $2,895,037 $2,391,667 $1,869,885 
February .cescccecee 2,214,300 2,758,319 2,211,637 1,742,784 
March eeeeeeeeeeece 3,037,837 3,025,308 2,507,890 1,907,463 
April cccoccccccccces 2,741,928 2,682,143 2,373,890 1,690,177 
MAY. cccccdscdcedas \ S00 2,691,513 2,472,594 1,662,887 
JUBG vebesecccesese. 2,380,845 2,177,857 1,512,139 
JUS cvcesedocscice eee 2,208,935 1,864,420 1,370,993 
Augin ...csstecscoss: 25S 2,021,366 1,735,555 1,407,843 
September .ecccese 2,886,637 2,163,317 1,860,166 1,555,606 
October ..cccccccse 3,090,400 2,779,557 2,775,431 2,130,046 
November eiccocees 3,468,728 2,655,100 2,683,494 2,188,342 
EXOCOTMIDET ccecteeee 3,558,590 2,893,793 2,776,436 2,324,567 

ee -vccawsiesns $34,523,914 $31,155,233 $27,831,037 $21,362,732 

CBS 
1936 1935 1934 1933 

SUES in ccencesedn $1,901,023 $1,768,949 $1,405,948 $941,465 
PODIUM scccccsene 1 1,654,461 1,387,823 884,977 
MEBTER - wecedecaceae 2,172,382 1,829,553 1,524,904 1,016,102 
Beet ccsctisenscnse 12 1,615,389 1,371,601 775,487 
PEAY. dccccecedesescss .1,700nee 1,287,455 1,255,887 624,256 
TURE. ccceeetecsaxes: 12 1,066,729 925,939 553,056 
PUAN: éandessedseseae Se 910,470 620,290 445,414 
Pt ae jeans Ae 879,019 513,315 499.639 
September ......e+.- 1,838,932 1,086,900 700,491 547,203 
October ..cccccccce 2,104,808 1,930,512 1,752,601 1,252,793 
November .wecccceese 2,429,917 1,772,390 1,682,959 1,277,459 
December cceccece . 2,433,353 1,885,977 1,674,087 1,372,716 

SOCRE betkcwcedeeas $23,168,148 $17,687,804 $14,815,845 $10,190,567 


MUTUAL 


eeeeeeeeces 
March: sscesceedeess 
eeeeeee eee ev eeeeeeeeeeee 


April 

MAY ceveccdvcesice 
GUNG 06 0cdsbaseteces 
SULY cocsceecvesenes 
August .. 


September eecccccccccsecscece 


@eeeeteeeeeereeeeeee 


DOCHADES scccddoec 


MVOVTTTT TT TT te 





; 1936 
seccccccece $166,266 
162,358 
191,483 
139,834 
129,907 
104,510 
109,561 
122,065 
168,920 
271,629 
227,543 
193,496 


eeeeeeeaee 








CBS Out-Grosses NBC Red in 1936 
By $523,000; CBS Up 31.4%, NBC 10.8 





AN NBC PATRIOT 


Lee Everett Joins Army Just for 
Inaugural Parade Privileges 








Washington, Jan, 19. 

Lee Everett, NBC Washington an- 
nouncer, has been drafted into the 
Army so that he and his microphone 
will be able to ride on an artillery 
eaisson during the Inauguration 
parade. 

U. S. Army officers nixed the 
proposition, until Everett agreed to 
turn up at Fort Meyer every day 
at six ayem, to stand inspection, and 
to wear a regulation uniform with 
a ‘worn pair of official cavalry 
boots. His own new riding boots 
would not do, he was told. 

Everett will drill with his tem- 
porary army buddies every day, in- 
cluding Inauguration Day. He will 
also keep on with his regular broad- 
casts—which keep him on the air un- 
til two in the morning—and show 
up at the Virginia post four hours 
later. In the parade he will ‘roll’ 
with a regular caisson and broadcast 
a description of the affair en route 
from the Capitol to the White House. 





John Kelley Dies 


Cleveland, Jan. 19. 

John R. Kelley, 35, auditor and 
office manager of Station WTAM, 
Cleveland, died Jan. 12 in his Lake- 
wood (O). home from heart attack. 
Death came apparently 15 minutes 
after he phoned a physician-friend, 
saying he felt sick. 

A protege of John F. Royal of 
NBC, Kelley has been on WTAM’s 
staff for eight years, A bachelor, he 
is survived by father and brother. 





Pogue Grabs Commersh | 
Cincinnati, Jan. 19. 

Barton Reese Pogue, fox long on 

the RFD hour on WLW and known 


as ‘the \oosier poet,’ has gone com- 
mercial in his own right on the 
Crosiey 00-watter. Under the 


tag of the American Book Mart, Chi- 
cago, he long a series of Friday 
night quarter-hour scrapbook pro- 
grams, wi musical group, di- 
rected ‘Virginio Marucci, of the 
WLW si as background. 





Biz ple oed Transamerican. 


Columbia topped the time sales 
gross of NBC’s red (WEAF) link for 
1936 by $523,000. Final figures on 
the year gave NBC (red and blue) 
$34,523,950 and CBS, $23,168,148. 
Compared with 1935 the jump is 
31.4% for CBS and 10.8% for NBC. 
The red network did $22,645,527 and 
the blue (WJZ), $11,878,423. 

NBC’s gross for December was 
$3,558,590 and Columbia’s, $2,433,353, 
making it 23% more than December, 
1935, for the former and 29% in the 
case of the latter web. Both NBC 
and Columbia had to revise their 
original figures for November. The 
Columbia calculation for that month 
was over $50,000 more than it should 
have been, while with NBC it was 
$30,000 under. 

NBC gross curve continues to be 
on the way up. A year ago it started 
to flatten out toward December and 
stayed that way for several months. 


TO INVESTIGATE LABOR 
CHARGE OF NBC BIAS 


Washington, Jan. 19. 

National Broadcasting Company 
unexpectedly entered the Pacific 
Coast shipping strike Monday (18), 
when irate maritime union leaders 
wired Assistant Secretary of Labor 
McGrady protesting web’s ‘discrim- 
ination’ against their members. 
Strike chieftains complained that 
seamen had been cut off the air be- 
fore they had time to give their 
views on the ship owner-labor scrap. 

McGrady will take up the com- 
plaint with NBC officials as soon as 
he can find time, he said, and an in- 
vestigation of the charges may be 
made by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. 











Firestone’s Concession 


Sponsors of the Firestone program 
on NBC have finally allowed playing 
of pop music on the show. Earl 
Lawrence is arranging the new 
music. 

Initial pops were broadcast Jan. 
10. Each succeeding program has 


been okayed for two such to lighten 
the broadcasts which have hereto- 
fore been classical and semi-classical 
numbers exclusively. 
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That Blue Network Rumor 





For the record. 


Wall Street gossips keep mentioning that they have it from some- 
pody who got it from the throne room that the NBC blue network 
may be sold. This has been steadily pooh-poohed by and at NBC. 

Newest version of the rumor concerns a former 
would like to have something to do again. 
financial backers with a view to heading a syndicate. 


broadcaster who 
He is reported stirring up 











GETS 4 YEAR aa nes ee CBS 


FOR KILLING | 
ANNOUNCER 


Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 19. 

John Earl Mintz, 17, charged with 
the murder of Edgar Dodd, WSPA 
announcer, in a local restaurant last 
Hallowe’en night, was found guilty 
of manslaughter and given a four- 
year sentence in general sessions 
court here. Judge S. W. G. Shipp, in 
passing sentence, stated that Mintz, 
having been struck by Dodd, acted 
under great provocation when he 
stabbed the announcer in the chest 
with an ice pick. 

Dodd pulled the 
walked to the street, was carried to 
a hospital, where he received a 
dressing, then was taken to another 
hospital, where he died. C. E. Stone, 
manager of the State theatre, ad- 
joining the restaurant, was sitting 


ice pick out, 


with Dodd in a booth when the stab- | 


bing occurred and carried him to the 
second hospital. Stone was the star 
witness for the state. 


Ban Word ‘Court 
On Radio, Asks 
Judicial Council 





Albany, Jan. 19. 

New York State Judicial Council, 
of which Chief Justice Frederick E. 
Crane of the Court of Appeals is 
chairman, recommended iin its third 
annual report to the legislature that 
the use of the werd ‘court’ in radio 
broadcasts be prohibited. 

‘Radio troadcasts of a commercial 
program calling itself a ‘court’ have 
been presenting alleged cases in a 
manner known to the legal profes- 
sion as ex parte,’ the report says. 
This means that only one side of the 
case is presented, and which some- 


times sitting justices of a duly or- | 


ganized court, but usually ex-judges, 
are supposed to be presiding and 
rendering decisions. 

A large part of the public believes 
these to be real cases, the 
Says, and this impression can only 
be removed by discarding the use of 
the word ‘court.’ 





Warner Oland Spurns Air 
Coin for Charlie Chan Wax 


Warner Oland has turned down a 
proposition to do a transcription ver- 
sion of the ‘Charlie Chan’ character. 
Approach was made by Conquest 
Alliance Co. after it had obtained an 
option on the radio rights from the 
widow of Earl Derr Biggers. 

Standard Oil did one of the Biggers 
works in serial over NBC four years 
ago, with Walter Connolly in the 
‘Chan’ role. 


Restrain Voice of Time’ 


Federal Judge Coxe on Friday (15) 
franted Time, Inc., owners of the 
Magazine of that name and operators 
of the film and radio feature, ‘March 
of Time,’ a temporary injunction re- 
Straining Anshel Barshay from using 
the title, ‘Voice of Time’ in any way. 
Plaintiff is also asking $25,000 dam- | 
aves 

‘Voice of Time’ is a minor 
Program, 


| 


las general 





report | 


aul Porter, Ex-Editor, Becomes 
Asst. to Harry Butcher 
Washington, Jan. 19. 

Paul Porter, former Oklahoma and 
Georgia editor and New Deal agri- 
culture expert, becomes special as- 
sistant to Harry W. Butcher, v. p. of 
CBS here. Due to join CBS about 
Feb. 1, 

Web retains the firm of Hogan, 
Donovan, Jones, Hartson & Guider 
legal representatives. 
Porter has been connected with the 
Government since early 1933, acting 
first as press section head and later 
as special speech-writer and cotton 
expert. 


PETE NELSON 








B-S-H BUYER 





Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Pete Nelson, at present on the 
local sales staff of Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System, has been appointed 
radio manager of the time buying | 
department of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency here. Nelson comes in 
to fill the vacancy left by the de- 
parture of R. J. (Bob) Barrett, Jr., 
who will become general manager 
of the Chicago sales office of WOR, 
Newark. 

Nelson has been ir 


of the agency’s policies. This dates 
back to Nelson’s day in the NBC 
sales offices here when he was offi- 
cial contact for the B-S-H agency 
on both sales and service. During 
the recent presidential election, Hill 
Blackett went to Mutual and ob- 
tain-d the loan of Nelson to aid in 
the radio buying activities for the 
Republican National Committee. 

George W. Harvey joins Mutual 
sales setup in Chicago to replace 
Nelson. Harvey heretofore has been 
on the selling staff of WGN. 


TOOK BEER ACCOUNT, 





IRKED CIGARETTE CO. 


Milton Biow is arranging to Te- 
place Leo Reisman on the Philip 
Morris cigaret series over NBC. 
Biow didn’t like the idea of Reisman 
taking the Schaefer Beer account on 


| Mutual, 





j 


Under consideration are Russ Mor- 
gan and Meredith Willson, NBC's 
Pacific division musical director. 
Biow is currently on the west coast. 





Tag Joan Vitez for Trip 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 
Joan Vitez, who plays the lead in 
WXYZ's ‘Ann Worth, 
drama, has been nominated by the 





| Hungarian Society of America for a 


'in the old 
| American-Hungarian 


trip to Budapest in July. 


Each year the society chooses six 
nominees from metropolitan cities in 


U. S. to represent the ‘second gen- 
eration’ in Budapest. The society 
pays all expenses for the journey, 
which is designed to show people 
country the type of 
youth being 


reared in this country today. 





Higgins Quits Raymer 


Chicago, Jan. 19 
Harold Higgins, Chicago manager 
|for Paul Raymer,, resigns effective 
Feb. 15. 
Joins new 


WOR, Chicago 


service. 


close associa- | 
tion with the B-S-H agency for sev- | 
eral years, and has a long knowledge | 


Housewife,’ | 


office | 
radio | headed by Bob Barrett on sales and | 


+ 


NEW WEB POL 
UF BLUNT 


Gaston-Alphonse Waltz 
Way to Verbal 
Hockey As Sales Division 
Goes Self-Critical 








Gives 


ROUNDTABLING 


NBC is going in for an era of plain- 
speaking among the rank and file on 
the inside. Members of the time sales 
staff along with the heads of various 
departments are to get together 
every so often and put one another 
on the pan as far as company opera- 
tions are concerned. First of the hair- 


week. 
Salesmen and_ the 
heads quickly 


department 
took. the cue at this 





of cooperation, habitual delinquen- 

| cies anc whatnot. The salesmen took 

pot shots at the program department 

and the program department retorted | 

with some stingaroos for the sales 

bunch. A good time was had by all. 
Encouraged 





Hissing parties are thus far limited 


tionaries who have some part in the | 


meeting and spoke freely about lack | 


letting-down sessions took place last | 


total routine that centres in sales. | 


Meetings are reported an officially 
encouraged attack on the redtape and 
delays that have been an object of 
reform since Lenox Lohr took over a 
| year ago. Lohr is known to be im- 


is the sales division and related func- | 
j 
| 








Another i Daape 


Vance Babb, NBC press man- 
ager, last week told his staff 
that their output was running 
too consistently along routine 
lines and that from now on they 
would be expected to turn in at 
least two ideas a week for use 
as promotional stunts. 

Vance said that he wanted 
them to be different from the 
ordinary flood of blurbs and 
likeiy to attract the interest of 
radio eds and columnists for 
lead display or special heads. 











patient with some of the complaints 
he has heard about unnecessary rig- 
marole. Coordination of sales, pro- 
grams and service has been tighten- 
ing up steadily at the network. 

Long habituated under former re- 
gime to buck-passing and sidestep- 
ping of individual responsibility part 





NBC’S HISSING PARTIE 





CY Califrnia Suit Involves 157, 
aK Talent Commish by Ad Agency 


Not Licensed by Labor Dent. 


—+ 





An Amateur? 


John McCormack cut loose at 
the producing staff of the J. 


Walter Thompson agency dur- 
ing the rehearsals for his ap- 
pearance on Sealtest (NBC). 


The Irish tenor was boiling, as 
it was, for having been kept 
waiting for two hours when just 
as he got to the mike to do his 
first number three agency im- 
presarios dashed over to tell 
him how to sing. 

McCormack rejoined that it 
wasn’t his first time on the ail 
and that they better wait until 
he did his number before offer- 
ing directions. 

Thompson producers retreat- 
ed and the rehearsal went on. 














| 


NETWORKS GET 
APPROVAL NOD 


Washington, Jan. 19. | 

Opponents of chain broadcasting | 
received slight encouragement from | 
Federal Communications Commission 





engineers on new regulatory the- 
ories. Bulky reports on October al- | 
| location hearings commended web | 


| distribution and did not acknowledge 
ats : istic ds in 
bleats about monopolistic trends 1 Weinberg claims the payment is due 


|} on the transaction and not as a cut 
In turning thumbs down on sy n-| 


| tory features of network operation, | 


|Comdr. T. A. M. Craven and his| 
aides suggested the commish can | 
adopt restrictions against chain 





technic as efficient means of program 


the broadcasting business. 


chronization as wasteful and an un-| 
desirable cure for alleged unsatisfac- 


growth if such action is felt impera- | 


= 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Considerable interest is evinced bv 
the Hollywood radio mob in the 
double barrelled legal skirmish be- 
tween the Milton Weinberg agency 
and Capt. Don Wilkie, one time 
member of U. S. Secret Service. 
After Weinberg sued for payment of 
$56.25, assertedly owing on an air 
deal, Wilkie countered with an ac- 
tion challenging the validity of the 
transaction and asking for the return 
of $206.25. Both actions were insti- 
tuted in Laguna Beach, just outside 
of L. A., and the home of Wilkie. 

Wilkie contends that Weinberg 
collecting commission on talent, 
which is illegal, inasmuch as he 
holds no state employment agency 
license. Weinberg counters with a 
direct denial, claiming that Wilkie 
was offered for the O-Nico ciggie 
broadcast series by NBC artists bu- 
reau for ‘$125 a week iess 15% for 
nt agency. 

Wilkie charges that Weinberg is 
| doubling up on his fee by forcing 
| him to pay 15% commission. Agency 
| denies that it also collected the regu- 
lar agency’ fee on the deal and in- 
sists that a normal procedure was 
followed throughout. 

Weinberg refuted Wilkie’s allega- 
tion that the narrator was forced to 
pay 15% or it was no deal. Wilkie 
forked over 15% of his earnings for 
the first 11 weeks and then refused 
to pay for the remaining three 
broadcasts. 

Wilkie says he'll make a test case 
lof the Weinberg deal to get a legal 
ruling on whether an advertising 


Ss 


|}agency can collect commission on 
|talent engaged for a 


radio show. 


on Wilkie’s coin. 


NBC Turns aed 





tive but at the same time declared 
webs have definite advantage in rogram as 


bringing program material to the 


public over wide area. 


Allocation of ultra-high frequen- 
cies for pedagogs and other special 
interests looking for earmarked place 
in the radio spectrum was urged. 
Declaring flexibility is imperative, 
commish engineers reported that 





special groups should not receive fa- 


| vored treatment in parceling out| 


| of the official aim has been to break | 


up the former psychology under 
which blunt speaking wasn’t fashion- 
able. Now apparently blunt speaking 
is to be regarded as a virtue rather 
| than an invitation for the axeman. 





PARKYAKARKAS SET FREE 


Eddie Cantor Releases Dialectician 
To Seek Own Commercial 
| ee 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Harry Einstein (Parkyakarkas) 
| has been released from his contract 
with Eddie Cantor by the latter so 
that the dialectician can take on a 
commercial of his own. 


Einstein leaves the Texaco show 
}on Feb. 1 after three years with 
| Cantor. 


Bill Hoppes’ Tour 

Bill Hoppes, stations relations 
manager for World Broadcasting, 
starting a three weeks’ tour through 
the midwest. 

Returns to New York thereafter 
for a couple of days, and then hits 
the trail through Dixie. 


Val Sherman’s Promotion 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Valentine Sherman has been upped 
from Columbia-WBBM spieler to job 
as night operations manager. 


Replaces Stan Thompson, who get: 
some sunshine in the future as day 
upervisor of program: 


spots on the regular broadcast band | 
but suggested educational, labor and 
religious factions be allotted space | 


in the attic. 


JIM MC WILLIAMS IN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHORE 


Norfolk, Jan. 19. 


Jim McWilliams, radio performer 
and resident of Virginia Beach, was | 
elected moderator of Norfolk Pres- 
bytery, at winter session in Norfolk, 
today (Tuesday). Has been active in | 
Presbyterian Church work for some 
time. 

Was formerly a 
vaudeville. 


monologist in 


Gus Edwards’ Sponsor 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Harry Maizlish, KFWB manager, 
landed a 26-week bankroller for Gus 
Edwards’ ‘School Days on the Air’ 
without an audition. Sponsor is Gaf- 
fers & Sattler, gas range and refrig- 
erator outfit. 

Likely that Edwards will christen 
the new KFWB studio early next 
month. He has been auditioning high 
school and college talent at the 
Forum theatre. Opening show will 
have many of Edwards’ proteges in 


| the guest section. 


Sponsor Goes CBs 


Lambert Pharmacal has turned to 
Columbia with its ‘Missing Persons® 
program. Lambert & Feasley, agency 
on the account, last week placed an 





order for time with the network,” 


selecting the Sunday 2 to 2:30 stretch, 
Listerine is the product. 


NBC declined to okay a similar 


|order after Procter & Gamble had 


protested that the ‘Missing Persons’ 
idea was similar to the ‘Personals’ 
program which the soap account is 


supporting on NBC, 


WWJ DROPS IDEA OF 





OWN NAT'L SALES REP 


WW53J, Detroit, has named the Paul 
Raymer firm as station reps, thereby 
junking plans to maintain its own 
sales offices in the New York area. 
George P. Hollingberry Co. has been 
doing the selling in Chicago. 

Harry Betteridge, who looked after 





\WWIJ's sales in Manhattan until the 


signaturing of Raymer, has gone 
back to Detroit. Will assist Easton 
C. Woolley, general manager. Sta- 
tion is owned by the Detroit News 
and is a Basic Red affiliate. 


Bob Colwells Lose Child 
Robert Colwell, 
J. Walter 
lost a child 


was born. 


head scriptist for 
Thompson, last Friday (15) 
about 12 hours after it 
Cause of death was mal- 
,\formation of the infant's breathing 


apparatus Mrs. Colwell is doing 
| well, 
Colwells have two othei children, 


both boy 
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Wednesday, January 20, 1937 





AUTO AUCTION 

15 Mins, 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30 p.m. 

FINANCE & INSURANCE AUC- 
TION HOUSE 

KFAC, Los Angeles 


(Dan B. Minery* > * *' 


Here is a commercial that is a 
commercial. But engrossing. Mike 
is spotted at the auction block and 
the bidding goes merrily on. Al- 
most everyone nowadays knowing 
something of car values there’s a 
definite interest in the proceedings. 

Auctioneer here and there drops 
a quip that’s good for a laugh. With 
the injection of a little more show- 
manship it could be made very list- 
enable. Around the set must be 
heard such remarks as ‘can you 
imagine that; getting a 1936 umpty- 
ump for $400.’ 

Out-and-out plugs for the auction 
house are numerous but they dove- 
tail into the scheme of things with- 
oytsgffense. Only outside prop is an 
announcer to explain what's going 
on between sales. Helm, 


ROBERT BARCLAY 
‘Umbrella Ceurt’ 

3@ Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 9:30 p. m. 

KSTP, St. Paul-Mirneapstis 


Novelty period is a Minneapolis 
Journal (which works on a recipro- 
cal ‘white-space-for-ether-time’ basis 
with KSTP) promotional idea, and 
it’s clicking. 

Bob Barclay invites any and all 
listeners to apply to him to appear 
on these Friday night spots. Appli- 
cants have merely to answer ques- 
tions based on news stories which 
have appeared in the Journal during 
the previous week. Cash prizes of 
$10, $5 and $1 go to three top win- 
ners. A fire siren signalizes winning 
answer; a mechanical Bronx cheer 
razzes a flop. Razzing is so robust 
and hearty that studio onlookers 
laugh loud and raucously. Listener 
can almost see the applicant’s dis- 
comfiture, but nobody seems to mind. 

Each applicant is given three ques- 
tions, which have been previously 
typed on slips and put into an old 
umbrella. ‘Mark Question’ (Barclay) 
draws out the slips—and the appli- 
cant is on the spot. About the um- 
brella, Bark says, ‘The knowledge in 
this old umbrella is capable of ward- 
ing off a shower of misunderstand- 


ing. 
ca Recent program had a high school 
teacher competing against a laborer, 
er co-ed, a bank teller, a 
_stude, a WPA clerk and a house- 
wife. Pedagog, co-ed, bank teller 
and housewife clicked with two 
rights in three tries, to the tune of 
much hysterical (good-humoredly 
faked) cheering. These four then 
given three more questions each, the 
teacher and bank teller tying. In 
final run-off, bank teller walked off 
with the saw-buck, with the also- 
rans vowing =. to come back 
and win top dough some other time. 
This is a dandy spot—and a natural 
promotional stunt for the Minneapo- 
lis evening rag. Rash. 





VOCAL VARIETIES 
With the Smoothies, DeVore Sisters, 

Bill Stoess String Orch and Male 

Octet 
15 Mins. 

TUMS 
Tues., Thu., 7:15 p. m. 
WLW, Cincinnati 

(H. W. Kastor) 

_A click song program, with stream- 
lined pipesters and rich instrumental 
background. Sweet assortment of 
tunes, old and new, and nifty changes 
of pace. Ali talent from the Cros- 
ley staff. Grooming by Grace Clauve 
Raine, vocal director of the 500,000 
— and production by Harold 

arr. 

Series has been under way for 
several weeks, and pleased sponsor 
to a degree, warranting expansion to 
the NBC red web, starting Jan. 28. 

Male octet, unbilled, used to ad- 
vantage for chorus support and set 
free in glee club fashion on one se- 
lection. In the program caught they 
went to bat on ‘When My Dream 
Boat Comes Home.’ Other numbers 
were ‘Charlie, My Boy,’ ‘Lulu’s Back 
in Town’ and ‘Oh, Say, Can You 
Swing.’ 

Opening commercial blurb can 
stand improvement. Sounded like a 
spot announcement, and was listen- 
er-scary by opening with: ‘In just a 
moment you will hear Vocal Varie- 
ties.. Then came a lengthy drama- 
tized plug. Middle ad shot was a 
sketch by two men, running one 
minute. Koll. 


HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 
Earl Harper Comment 
60 Mins. 


* Saturday, 2:30 p.m. 


WNEW, New York 
High school basketball games be- 
tween schools of New York City and 
nearby New Jersey communities 
that are played in the Madison 
Square Garden each week-end are 
broadcast exclusively over WNEW, 
N. Y., as a result of tie-up with Ned 
Irish, of the Garden. Earl Harper 
handling these rapid-fire sporting 
events comes closer to giving an ac- 
curate play-by-play description of 
this sport, which is equalled only by 
hockey for rapid action, than any 
recent commentator in metropolitan 
area, Gets in a lot of detail, with- 
coming: too ‘technical 7 cee 


drum. fear. 


: 
: 


JOE COOK 
With Sonja Henie, Cernelia Otis 

Skinner, Mae Questel, ' 

Martinelli, Larry Adler, Marilyn 

Miller, Royal Swiss Bell Ringers, 

-Arthur Foehl, 
460. Mins, 
SHELL GAS 
Sat., 9:30 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

It’s no easy task for a single agency 
to assemble and produce three va- 
riety shows for broadcasting within 
one evening. One, if not all the pro- 
grams, is bound to suffer from this 
diffusion of interest. Other two 
sessions that J. Walter Thompson 
carries on its shoulders of a Satur- 
day night are Sealtest and Nash. 
Thompson shifted the Shell show 
east from Hollywood after the stanza 
had gone into a sad collapse. Hypo- 
ing that the program has received so 
far on the New York end not too 
effective. Entertainment value of 
the individual guestees has gone up 
somewhat, but the thing as a whole 
suffers from haphazard production, 
lackadaisical routining and lack of 
punch, Last Saturday’s (16) chapter 
hadn’t gone half way when it started 
to creak around the joints. 


In Joe Cook the show has an ex- 
ceptionally resourceful and alert 
comedian and m.c., but the load as- 
signed him is too much. Session re- 
solves itself into an almost continu- 
ous gale of patter. Some of it is 
spirited and funny, and some of it 
sounds rusty and thin. Latter impres- 
sion makes itself most noticeable in 
the biographical crossfire that Cook 
must engage in with the guests. Cook 
is experiencing the same problem 
which confronted Bing Crosby when 
he took over the Kraft show. Time, 
the discovery of a dovetailing per- 
sonality a la Bob Burns and the en- 
try of a replica of the scripting Car- 
roll Carroll may ease the situation 
for Cook, but right now it looks like 
a tough grind, 


Last Saturda 


night’s melting pot 
had Cornelia Otis Skinner doing a 
none too salty monolog about a 
’49ers wife, Larry Adler giving his 
version of the ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ on 
the mouth organ, Giovanni Marti- 
nelli unlimbering an aria from 
‘Pagliacci,), Mae Questel mixing 
squeaks with. melody and the Royal 
Swedish Bell Ringers giving way to 
‘Bells of St. Mary’ and ‘Dixie.’ There 
were also Marilyn Miller, a young 
scat singer with a likewise immature 
voice and talent, Sonja Henie and 
Arthur Foehl, the former, engaging 
Cook in some lively patter about her 
background and career. and the lat- 
ter telling about his business as 
wild animal broker. 


Small orchestra, batoned by Ernie 
Watson, is there strictly for accom- 
panying purposes. Plug interludes 
are neither expansive nor especially 
catchy. Odec. 


VOICE OF JERUSALEM 
With Moshe Nathansan, Art Quartet 
Songs, Talks 
15 Mins. 
JUNKET FOLKS 
Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
(Advertiser’s Broadcasting) 

A peculiar hodge-podge presenting 
Palestine folk-lore, native chants and 
finally directions on how to garnish 
a choice dessert with shredded 
cocoanut. unket firm sponsors, 
plugging its varied flavors. 

Foreign tongue limits the listening 
appeal. Brief historic squibs precede 
the Hebraic luliabies, none of which 
sum up as popular airing fodder. 
Then the tie-up with palatable 
dishes brings the show around to a 
jumbled finis. Nothing blends in 
well. Dubious if Inter-City dialers 
will respond much to it. 


SING TIME 

With Ed Lowry, Grace Hayes, Lynn 
Hayes, Emil Seidel 

30 Mins. 

Tues.; 6:15 p.m. 

FOX-WEST COAST 

KHJ, Los Angeles 


Old order of this sort of thing 
hasn’t changed any here and they 
hew pretty much to the line. Ed 
Lowry, long a picture house emcee, 
tries hard with moderate success. 
His gags are none too forte and 
smack too much of the lighted apron, 
probably much funnier in the flesh 
delivery than out of a box. 


Program was given a neat lift by 
Grace Hayes, singer, and her son, 
Lynn, whose impersonations of radio 
stars are top hole. He appeared once 
before with Eddie Cantor and drew 
favorable notices all around. A quar- 
tet and Emil Seidel, pianist, com- 
prised the remaining outside talent. 

As a community sing it didn’t 
exactly fit the billing. Mob was 
tossed a few ditties but they must 
have hungered for more. They came 
to sing but had to be content, for 
the most part, to listen to others. 


Program was remoted from Film- 
arte theatre in Hollywood, an in- 
and-outer recently shuttered when 
the trade didn’t follow the arty and 
foreign films. Deal is strictly trade 
with Don Lee chain donating half 
hour a week for space on the screen 
of every Fox-West Coast theatre in 
the state, 

As a warmup for Lowry it served 
the purpose. It'll have to pick up 
considerably, however, to woo the 








dialing fraternity, to a weekly help- 
ing. —erer = == 





| Follow-Up Comment 


‘De You Want te Be an Actor?’ 
sprawls when spread over an hour. 
It gets repetitious. Confined to 30 
minutes the results might be snappier. 
Also definitely bad, as first stated, is 
the method of casting the playlets 
by audience applause. This is one of 
several aspects of the novelty that 
shuts the loudspeaker listener out of 
the comedy and sight business that 
throws the studio audience into 
tummy quivers. 


MacQuarrie has. not succeeded 
altogether in twisting his vaudeville 
technique to meet radio, On the 
humor he’: under wraps probably. 
Can’t hoke it up or get sexy. Choice 
of playlets and lines not all they 
should be. They tend to be bad in 
the dull rather than bad in the 
funny way. 

Looks like the program isn’t get- 
ting enough production attention. 
Material should be pre-tested on an- 
other set of stooges and rigorously 
edited line by line to hack away the 
grisle and leave only meat. Greater 
thought to the limitations of the idea 
as applied to the radio medium 
should get away from the things that 
are slowing the show down. Agency 
is apparently buying a package with- 
out supervising the packing of the 
contents. It isn’t working out too 
well. 


Influence of the film colony and 
the studio audiences on the way the 
thing is being routined is manifest 
throughout. Less studio and more 
loudspeaker showmanship is an 
obvious requirement. Seems a pity 
for a potentially snappy idea to fall 
by the wayside for lack of somebody 
to straighten it out. 








Robert Ripley’s oddities are organ- 
ized and presented with a keen sense 
of topical value. Sunday (17) he 
spun incredible yarns about presi- 
dents of the U. S. A. that tied in 
powege| with this week’s inaugural. 
t was all good stuff, some of it semi- 
familiar, but most of it undoubtedly 
news to the majority of listeners. 


Surprise twist was dramatized. An 
American boy in Germany is brought 
into court four times in one day for 
minor infractions. The boy was 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


Not one, but three male ‘stitcho- 
maniacs’ were brought before the 
mike as guesters. artender, tool- 
maker and blacksmith, the three 
gents like to sew, crochet, knit, etc. 
One makes all his wife’s clothes. It 
was amusing stuff. 





Fred MacMurray might be cited by 
exhibitors as a film star receiving 
too much radio exploitation, the ac- 
tor appearing within a five-day pe- 
riod last week on two of the top 
broadcasts from Hollywood. Both 
rode the same chain, Columbia, and 
both came at virtually the same time, 
the 9-10 p. m. spot. MacMurray 
played opposite Claudette Colbert in 
‘The Gilded Lady’ on the Lux The- 
atre of the Air, and opposite Carole 
Lombard on a preview of ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low,’ on the Camnbel) 
Soups’ Hollywood Hotel. His role in 
each Pease and the acting 
thereof suggested a certain amount 
of typing, albeit part in ‘Swing High’ 
had more breeziness and comedy. 

Louella Parsons. who introduces 

her Hollywood Hotel guests with 
plenty of puff but cloudy diction, 
was even less clear than usual in 
presenting Lombard-MacMuirray et 
al., due fact one of them kept 
her laughing. Finally giggled, ‘Stop 
throwing me off my lines—I have to 
earn my salary.’ 
P Elimination of Dick Powell from 
Hotel’ program brought in Tony 
Martin and a Hawaiian group, with 
Frances. Langford drawing a little 
more of the spotlight. Absence of 
an emcee noted in a song, but once 
or twice Powell’s smooth. if ‘sure,’ 
introductions would have been wel- 
come. 





Roland Young’s English light- 
comedy emceeing was one of several 
things which gave Sealtest’s Satur- 
day Night, Party over NBC a differ- 
ent pattern. Second major change 
in this much-shuffled program brings 
guest artists as well as guest master 
of ceremonies, the first pair of names 
being rem Zimbalist and Ethel 
Merman. A Chicago soprano, Vivian 
Della Chiesa, sang in solos and duets 
with Donald Dixon, young baritone, 
who debuted previous week. Robert 
Emmett Dolan was guest conductor 
of the orchestra. None of perform- 
ers from original series broadcast, 
and only Tom Howard and George 
Shelton of the second group. Lynn 
Murray’s New Yorkers chorus and 
Announcer Nelson Case still remain. 


Miss Merman squeezed the last 
ounce out of two numbers now very 
familiar to dialers, ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ and ‘It’s De-Lovely.’ Young 
did a bit of comedy dialog with her. 
Zimbalist bowed the popular ‘Ave 
Maria’ and the more intricate ‘Spin- 
ning Song.’ Miss Della Chiesa,’s showy 
soprano came through the loud- 
speaker impressively. She and Dixon, 
a rangy baritone, joined in an oper- 
atic aria as well as in operetta one. 

Young’s contributions were partly 
anecdotal, as were John McCor- 
mack’s here several weeks ago. 

Gertrude ,Lawre will. be one of 





this week’s Party stars, 
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MYRT AND MARGE 
Myrtle and Denna Vail, Billy Arts 
orchestra, Jean Paul King 
Serial 
15 Mins. 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
Mon. to Fri., 2:45 p. m. 
WABC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 
Erstwhile Wrigley gum team goes 
to bat for C-P-P soap powders, re- 
placing the ‘Goose Creek Parson’ 
show. Mother-daughter combo should 
do okay, having built up a follow- 
ing over a period of half a dozen 
years. Jumping from their original 
environment of theatrical footlights 
the Myrt and Marge adventures now 
pick up fictionally in a radio studio. 
Patter is synthetic, and frequently 
jumps all over the lot, but has a cer- 
tain rough-and-tumble speed that 
bridges such ordinary long-shots as 
introducing new characters right in 
the middle of something. Again the 
duo has written a part into the script 
for a panz, supposed to be a scenic 
designer. Superficially this sounds 
dangerous, but they’ve done the 
same thing before, so there’s no 
cause for alarm now. ; 
Song essayed on the opening 
stanza (4) was more as background 
effect than integral part of the show. 
Jean Paul King announces and rips 
off fairly hefty spiels on ‘hospital 
clean’ soap powders. Edga, 


HAL KEMP-KAY THOMPSON 

Orchestra, Vocal Ensemble 

30 Mins. 

CHESTERFIELD 

Friday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC, New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 

Cigarettes have pretty steadily ad- 
hered to the program formula in 
which music is the strong central 
keystone. In this instance it’s all 
music instrumental or choral. 
Tempo is snappy and the program 
will average high in getting ’em and 
holding ’em, 

Kemp has been identified with a 
multiplicity of commercials. He’s 
held his own for several years as a 
collegiate: and general dance fave. 
Arrangements are youthful and 
varied. He sidesteps swing extremes 
and does not entirely smother the 
melody. Which appears to be sound 
procedure for maximum audience 
appeal as against the hotcha genera- 
tion that’s geared to jam. 

Continuity that hooks Kay Thomp- 
son and her rhythm scorchers to Hal 
Kemp as orchestra and as person- 
ality is set to music. This permits 
a valuable change of pace. Girl 
voices help the entertainment 
markedly. 

Between the two groups the net 
result is first rate. Excellent timing 
bespeaks hard work at rehearsals. 

Chesterfield blurbs are more or 
less conventional, using the doctrine 
of persistence, which is the supreme 
rule of cigarette advertising. But 
the wording and the delivery are 
restrained and the dangers of an- 
noyance are obviated. Land. 


TEXAS RANGERS 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mon.-Fri., 12:45 p. m. 
WHAS, Louisville. 


New vocal group of male singers, 
which blew into town about three 
weeks ago from Dallas, sporting ten- 
gallon skimmers, and a guitar. Lads 
are spotted on a five-day strip, and 
at the last program caught were still 
sponsorless. Quartette specializes in 
hillbilly airs and old familiar songs. 

Repertoire must be quite extensive 
to enable them to fill a 15-minute 
daily spot. Most of the songs are of 
the Billy Hill school, although they 
occasionally mix in the fireside 
favorites. 

Boys come on the ether singing a 
Texas song, after which announcer 
introes the group as coming fresh 
from the open spaces. Numbers are 
all of the same tempo, and a varia- 
tion might help to give the program 
a lift. But in that case would it be 
hillbilly? 

Lads’ pipes blend quite acceptably, 
although the vonderous voices of the 
bass and baritone sometimes over- 
ride the lighter tenor voices, so that 
they can barely be heard. One of the 
lads plays the accompaniment on the 
guitar, and at program caught his 
instryment was badly out of tune. 

Combo is typical of hillbilly groups 
which hit this town, eager to settle 
themselves in a daily sustaining slot, 
in order to plug personal appearance 
dates and mebbe hook up with a 
sponsor. Hold. 


SAMUEL BENAVIE’S ORCH. 
With Lou Cervenak 

Music, Singing 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WIR, Detroit 

This is a valiant attempt to get 
away from the usual pop-tune bands, 
which crowd the airwaves late at 
night. Hitting the ether at 11 p.m. 
nightly (each night program has a 
different title), Sam Benavie’s semi- 
classical music, embellished by sing- 
ing and instrument soloists, seems to 
have struck a responsive chord here- 
abouts. With rest of local stations 
airing pop tunes, it’s at least some- 
thing different. 

On program caught (13) Lou Cer- 
venak. trumpeter with WJR ork. 
played ‘Carnival of Venice’ and 
‘Memoirs’ as solos. Benavie’s band, 
one of the better class studio orks 
hereabouts, turns in a nifty job. Con- 
tinuity, however, isn’t up to gt 

; ete, 


Se 
a 


REX CHANDLER ORCH. 


With Landt Oo and Whit 
Music, Dislen’ i 
30 Mins, 
FORD 
Fri., 9 p. m. 
WJZ, New York 

(N. W. Ayer) 

Friday night half-hour under the 
néw program regime for the chug. 
wagon has Rex Chandler, an obscure 
name, heading a musical session 
largely orchestral. There are vocaj 
variations and through the half hour 
intermittently there breaks in a 
young bride and her hubby who chat 
informally and lightly. 

Formula, of course, is as old as 
radio. But in this instance the re. 
sults are consistently pleasant. Music 
is okay. Not memorable particularly. 
And not marked by any pronounced 
characteristics. Or dominated by 
strong leadership. But capable of 
holding its own against tune-offs. 

As always, the good taste of the 
Ford and N. W. Ayer copy wins the 
good will and respect of the more 
discriminating listeners. ‘Watch the 
Fords go By’ and a few scattered 
verbal tie-ups between entertain- 
ment and product serve the purpose 
without creating one of those resist. 
ance sessions in which copy fights to 
make an impression on ears that fold 
inward and shut out the tediously 
prolonged parrot-delivered blah. 

‘The Nut Behind the Wheels,’ para- 
phrased to the tune of ‘Farmer in 
the Dell,’ was a lilting way to push 
over propaganda in favor of safe 
driving, etc. That'll make as many 
friends for Ford as any long-winded 
recitation of cylinder virtures. De- 
livefed by Landt Trio and White. 
(White died Sunday a.m.) 

Rex Chandler is nom de radio for 
Chandler Goldthwaite, society or- 
ganist and reputed personal friend 
by Edsel Ford. 

Program is called ‘Universal 
Rythm’ and there’s dialog refer- 
ence to clarify listeners about the 
Waring substitute. Land. 


‘RIPPLING RHYTHM REVUE’ 
With Shep Fields Orchestra, Frank 
Parker, Judy Canova 

Variety 

30 Mins. 

WOODBURY 

Sunday, 9:15 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Successor to the Paul Whiteman 
niche must have prompted some un- 
easiness with sponsor and agency, 
for the show is chopped into pieces 
which, mistakenly or otherwise, 
lends the impression that Fields is 
being caged in. It evidently was a 
question of whether Fields’ style~ 
‘rippling rhythm’ produced: by 
thumping on gourds and long accor- 
dion arpeggios—would weary over 
a stretch unless at least partially 
obscured. Solution as lately present- 
ed (17) puts Fields under wraps, but 
they might as well have announced 
the fact out loud. It’s that obvious. 
And nearly that jittery. 

As caught the program was spaced 
thus: number by Fields; solo by 
Frank Parker; Fields’ number; Judy 
Canova; Parker solo; two Judy 
Canova bits almost hand-running; 
Fields’ number; Parker solo; com- 
mercial; Fields. In short, Fields had 
four chances, while Frank Parker 
and Judy Canova produced a half 
dozen between ’em. This is patently 
outbalancing what was originally in- 
tended to be a name orchestra as- 
signment, and it isn’t easy on Judy 
Canova, for one. The paradox is 
further heightened by the fact 
Fields’ own ippling rhythm’ style 
of dansapation is 
program yet he’s subjugated in the 
running. 

Latter, in being called on for three 
turns, not only risks the novelty of 
her hillbilly narrations, but on this 
program had to step partly out of 
character to make the script stretch. 
This particular skit had her perch- 
ing in a penthouse with a butler. 
some no-good friends, a couple of 
animals, and an assortment of amor- 
ous chasers. Climax was a dud. Bit 
should have been omitted. 

Parker’s singing is up to par, and 
lends a correct note in the stanza, 
both as to variety and musical enter- 
tainment. Three numbers for Parker 
isn’t too much, which means that the 
toss-up as to who’s going to fill in 
the 30 minutes without disturbing 
this or that pie is up to Miss Canova 
and Shep Fields. As now handled, 
neither of them do the tight-rope act 
required. Which looks as though 
things were at a virtual impasse, un- 
less the setup is completely re- 
vamped. Or unless they take the 
chance on letting Fields play more. 

Orchestrations unfurled are okay 
within their novelty limits, though 
Fields appears to be injecting more 
semi-swing stuff in what sizes up as 
an effort to keep from playing en- 
tirely sweet. Outcome of the semi- 
swing not so successful on the ear- 
drums as the more luscious brand 
of scoring. 

Show, in its present state, sums up 
as egg-walking, and a course away 
from the henfruit won’t be easy 
steering without sweeping revamps. 

Edga. 





Kenny Kurz now assistant to Ear! 
Harper at WNEW, New York. 





Arthur Whitesides, WBT, Char- 
otte, N. C., announcer for the past 





two years, has resigned. 
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Radic - The National Rage of 1922 


In its issue of Feb. 10, 1922, Varrety 
replacing the gambling game of ‘put 


which. is herewith reproduced verbatim today makes amusing reading— | Art Embroidery Guild. 


and remarkably accurate prophecy—i 


{In 1922 there was no radio vocabulary. Variety referred to Westing- 


house’s transmitters as ‘four canned 


still in its infancy (Variety is still saying the same thing). 


pected that radio might not be good 
for music would presently be paid. 


| SPONSORS—AGENCIES 


Albert Frank-Guenther Law, New 
reported on page one that radio was | York City, has placed five-minute 
and take’ as the newest fad. Article | Participation advertising for Benay 
On WGY’s 
Household Chats, Jan. 21-Feb. 11. 





n several respects. 











concert centres’ and said radio was J. Walter Thompson, New York 
It was sus- | City, has spotted 26 five-minute par- | 
for phonographs and that royalties | ticipations for Scott Paper Co. (pa- 


;per towels) of Chester, Pa., in/| 


Most daring prophecy—for 1922—was that it was possible that some day WGY’s Household Chats, Monday 


the talent would be paid. 


(Reprinted from Variety, Feb. 10, 1922) 


Publishers Want Royalties on | 


Music by 





The wireless telephony concerts 
which have become the national rage 
the past few months under the ex- 
ploitation of the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric Co. have progressed to the state 
where the music publishers are in- 
vestigating the matter on the theory 
the corporation is conducting public 
performances for profit and per- 
forming copyrighted music for simi- 
lar purposes. The MPPA and the 
American Society of Authors, Com- 
posers and Publishers have taken the 
matter up with Charles B. Popinoe, 
superintendent of the radio division 
of Western Electric. 


The radio sets, which sell from $50 
to $150, require nothing more than a 
radiator or a steam pipe for a ter- 
minal to listen in on these wireless 
concerts under a 100-mile radius, or 
a 50-foot aerial for a greater dis- 
tance away from the central loca- 
tion. Westinghouse maintains four 
canned concert centers, supplying 
the whole country. The Newark, 
N. J., sending station has been heard 


—_ . 


, and Friday afternoons. 


Fred A. Robbins, spotting 
|minute announcements, 
| weekly, until Oct. 1, 
Bros. 





one- 
thrice 
1937, for Bunte 








Brown & Tarcher, New York. has 


;spotted for Smith Bros. (cough | 
ed 9 |drops), Poughkeepsie, N. Y., one-| 
re ess oncert | minute announcements, five times 


weekly, until March 12. 





Charles Kelly has brought the 
|Central Shoe account b... into the | 
Kelly-Stuhlman agency, St. Louis, | 
| following the account’s sojourns with 
the Morenus and the 
| agencies. 


WBNX PANELMEN STRIKE 


Bronx Station Off Air Monday Night 
And Tuesday on Walkout 











| 
American Radio  Telegraphers | ; 
Union pulled a strike of Station | Young & Rubicam are putting Fels 
WBNX, the Bronx, Monday night — on WMT, Waterloo and 
(17) at 6:50. Station which was re- Cedar Rapids, Ia., and KRNT, Des 
turning to air at seven p.m.. after Moines, for three quarter-hour pro- 
its hour and a half of,silence did not | grams per week. Program originates 
broadcast that night or the next day. |?" Cedar Rapids with Mrs. D. Pirie 
All five members of its panel crew | Beyea, former war nurse, known as 
took the walk. \‘Scotty, with the program called 
There had been some advance ne- | Scotty Views the News. 
gotiations concerning hours and wage | : 
scale. WBNX wired the Federal} Log Cabin (Geners] Foods) ex- 
Communications Commission for per- | tended its series of 30-minute ‘Dude 





came — 


WVirs. Hannah McCormick of Rockford, 
May Take Cver Affiliated Regional 





+ 


That Feud Again 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Next few days may see a complete 
new operating setup for the Affili- 
ated Broadcasting Company, the Ota 
Gygi regional. If current negotia- 
tions go through, the present oper- 
ating group of ABC will be out of 





Syracuse, Jan. 19. 
Harry Wilder of WSYR has 
declined to accept radio adver- 
tising copy for California 


oranges containing the words the network, with the control pzss- 
‘Sunkists have 22% more vita- ing to a new setup headed by Han- 
mins than “Tloridas.’ Wilder nah McCormick, who owns WROK, 


wouldn’t stand for c@nparisons. 

Wilder family owns extensive 
acreage of Florida frui* orchards 
and kicks in annually a hefty 
tax to the advertising fund of 


Rockford (Ill.), ABC member-sta- 
tion, and the Rockford newspaper. 
Letters have been sent to the va- 
rious ABC stations by Llogs-C. 
Thomas, president and general man- 














the state citrus commission. ager of WROK, stating that Mrs. 
Didn’t relish idea of praising McCormick would be interested in 
California at expense of the taking a 30-day option to continue 
southern peninsula. the stations on a network should 
ABC fold its own operations this 

' ; week. 
| will emanate from the Sixth Church Under the McCormick plan the 


Gardner | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of Christ, Scientist, New York City, 
being sponsored by the Christian 
Science Radio Committee of N. Y. 


ABC network would be completely 
reorganized under new operators and 
| even a new name; with the possi- 
| bility that to the present list of 22 
| stations in Indiana, Illinois, Indiana 
| and Wisconsin, would be added some 
| 50 stations of the new Southeast net- 





Langendor United Bakeries moves 
its Pictorial pfograms with Rush 
Hughes to 2:45 p.m. PST, Mondays 
to Fridays, inclusive, beginning Feb. | werk, 

1. Shows, heerd over KPO, San | Home base of new regional oper- 
Francisco, KOMO, Seattle, and KFI,! ations would be Evansville, Ind., 
Los Angeles, have been aired at 4:45.| where are located the stations con- 
Move was necessitated by switches | trolled by Clarence Leich, present 
in the Duart and Moonglow pro-| head of ABC. Minor studios in Chi- 
grams which take place next month. | cago, to pick up local specials and 


|Langendorf quarter-hours originate | 
/in the NBC Hollywood studios, oc- | 


commercial shows which must ne- 
cessarily originate here, would prob- 


mission to stay off the air 24 hours. 
Ended up with a 30-day considera- 
tion to straighten itself out. 


On Tuesday WBNX was moving to 


get another technical crew. 


—_— 











as far west as Monroe, Wash., as far 
south as Cuba and the Panama Canal 
zone, and eastward 1,000 miles out 
on the Atlantic. Company also main- 
tains sending stations in East 
Springfield, Conn., East Pittsburgh 
and Chicago. 

The potential powers of this new 
invention are epochal. It is still in 
its infancy and, as the publishers 
perceive, there is a likelihood it can 
displace the talking machine or 
similar forms of canned music in a 
short time. 

The Springfield, Mass., factory of 
Westinghouse is working overtime 
eatching up with advance orders for 
the radio sets. In Iowa, Illinois, In- 
diana, the farmers rely on it for 
their weather reports, time of the 
day, and other details in addition to 
their musical and educational 
features. 

Radio Parties 


In New York City in the west side 
district from 59th to 110th streets 
this radio concert entertainment is 
the latest fad. Instead of the ‘put 
and take’ sessions of not so long ago 
they are holding radio concert par- 
ties now, each auditor listening in 
through a tiny receiver. 

The department stores locally have 
done much to popularize the radio 
sets to the extent the New York 
World and the Globe daily publish 
the programs of the radio concerts 
to be rendered each evening from 
the Newark sending station. The 
concerts include performances by 
singers, orchestras, lecturers or the 
wireless reproductions of  phono- 
Sraph records and are continuous 
daily, from 11 o’clock in the morning. 

The mail order houses report rec- 
ord sales from the farming districts 
have fallen off noticeably. Whether 
there is any connection between this 
and the fact that Westinghouse re- 
ceives enthusiastic reports from 
western ranchers and farmers on 
their concerts, the fact remains it 
presents a new angle for the me- 
chanical reproduction of music. An 
arrangement with the publishers will 
probably be consummated shortly 
for the privilege of performing their 
songs. 

To date the corporation has se- 
cured its talent gratis because of the 
novelty. It is not unlikely a paid 


Program will become necessary in 
time. 





Add: Show Must Go On 


Buffalo, Jan. 19. 

One block from the WKBW studios 
Saturday morning (16) Jack Pres- 
ton’s car collided with a milk truck. 
Preston suffered bad cut over one 
eye and chest injuries. 

He got out of wreck and walked to 
the studio to put the regular ‘Musi- 
cal News’ on the air at 7:01 o'clock, 
ene minute late! 


| Network Chart 





NBC New Programs 


F. W. Fitch Co. (shampoo): un- 
announced program, Saturdays, 11:45 
| to 12 noon, beginning March 13; for 
|13 weeks. WEAF, WCAE, WTAM, 
/\wWwJ, WMAQ. 

NBC Renewals 

Kellogg: ‘Kellogg Singing Lady,’ 
beginning Feb. 1; for 48 weeks; note: 
this program will run Mondays 
through Thursdays from Feb. 1 to 
June 24, thereafter Mondays through 
Fridays until Dec. 31, 1937. W4JZ, 
WBZ-A, WFIL, WBAL, WMAL, 
WSYR, WHAM, KDKA, WGAR, 
WXYZ, WEBR, WLW, CRCT. 

Kellogg: ‘Singing Lady Musical 
Plays,’ beginning Feb. 5; for 21 
weeks. Basic Blue (except WENR, 
WTCN, KWK), WGL, WCOL, CRCT, 
SE, WWNC, WSOC, WFBC, WCSC, 
SC, WJDX, NC, NW, KSTP. 


Sterling Products (Phillips Milk of 
Magnesia toothpaste ): ‘Sweetest 
Love Songs Ever Sung,’ beginning 
Feb. 8; for 52 weeks. Basic Blue 
except WTCN. 


Sterling Products (Dr. Lyons tooth- 
| powder, Bayer’s Aspirin): ‘Broad- 
|; way Merry-Go-Round’ and ‘Famous 
|Actors Guild,’ beginning Feb. 3; for 
152 weeks. Basic Blue, WCKY, WICC, 
| WEAN. 

| Sterling Products (Phillips Milk of 
| Magnesia): ‘Waltz Time,’ beginning 
i|Feb. 5; for 52 weeks. Basic Red, 
| WSAI, WIRE. 

Sterling Products (Dr. Lyons tooth- 
|powder and Bayer’s Aspirin): ‘Man- 
hattan Merry-Go-Round’ and ‘Ameri- 
can Album of Familiar Music,’ be- 
ginning Feb, 7; for 52 weeks. Basic 
Red, Canada, NW, NC, SE, WWNC, 
'WSOC, SC, WJDX, SW, KTHS, 





KGU. 

Philip Morris & Co.: ‘Philip Mor- 
ris Program,’ beginning Feb. 5; for 
52 weeks. Basic Red (except WIRE), 
|WLW, NC, NW, SE, WWNC, SC, 
| WJDX, SW, KTHS, KGBX (Red 
| Mountain and Coast, KTAR, KGU on 
| rebroadcast). 
| American Home Products (Ana- 
'cin): ‘Easy Aces,’ beginning Feb. 2: 
\for 52 weeks. Basic Blue except 
| WTCN. 





CBS New Programs 
Lever Bros. (Spry): ‘Aunt Jenny’s 
| Real Life Stories, Mondays through 
| Fridays, 1:45 to 2 p.m., beginning 
| Jan. 18; for 52 weeks. Basic 21, plus 
Akron, Columbus, Dayton, Roches- 
|ter, Worcester, Bangor, Harrisburg, 
Milwaukee, Peoria, Springfield, Utica, 
Wheeling, Wichita, Youngstown, 
| Richmond, Roanoke, Tulsa, Jackson- 
ville, Miami, Minneapolis, Yankton. 








Note: new programs or renewals 


| for more than 13 weeks are gener- | 


| 


j ally cancellable in cycles of 13 
weeks on 30 days’ notice. 


KTBS, Red Mountain and Coast, 


| Ranch’ transcription 
| WGST, Atlanta. 
| agency. 


programs to 
Benton & Bowles 





| last week auditioned in Hollywood a 


| Fay. Wax has been shipped east. 





| Saratoga Assn. for the Improve- 
_ ment of the Breed of Horses, (the 

academic whiskers under which the 
|race track operates) 
| Leighton & Nelson Agency of Sche- 


|nectady to handle the advertising | ‘Trials, 


| budget. Radio will get a share of 
| the 1937 funds. 

| Last year the breed-improvers or- 
|ganized advertising on a_ regular 
| basis for first time. Stations in Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia, Newark and the 
Albany district got biz. 





Spelling Bees, conducted by Dr. 
| Harry Hagen, starts over the Inter- 
| City network with initial program 
|from WIP, Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 
| Standard Brands, Inc. (Chase & San- 
orn coffee) sponsors the series 
which is to include 7-to-8 p.m. 
broadcasts each Saturday from 
Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore and 
| other cities of the network. Pupils 
from. sixth, seventh and _ eighth 
grades are eligible to compete, Out- 


| let in New York is WMCA. 








| Christian Science programs go on 
| WMCA, N. Y., starting in February, 
with broadcasts each Sunday morn- 
ing between 11 o’clock and 12:15 
;noon and the first Monday of the 
| month from 8 to 9 p.m. Programs 


Myron Kirk, of Ruthrauff & Ryan. ‘in the title of its NBC-Rec network 
|show on the Pacific Coast from CHB 
|new revue idea emceed by Frank |Studio Party to ‘Who Am I?’ name 


| 


casionally in San Francisco. ably be spotted in the Stevens hotel 
rather than the present 42-floor stu- 
California Conserving Co. (CHB/ dios of the Chicago Civic Opera 
Food Products) has okay’d a change | Building. 
Final decision on the fate of the 
much-buffeted ABC figured to be 
reached this week. 











er, 
of the ssing game used for its | 
weekly contests. Programs originate | 


in San Francisco, ORDER BELFRY TONIC 











} 
| 
Sheldon Stark, of the Kiese- | T0 STOP BALLYHOO 
has renamed | wetter advertising agency, is now | 
scripting Mennen’s ‘Famous Jury | 
running on Mutual. | Washinaten, Sen. ii 
Twenty Grand Cigarettes new Radio ballyhoo of a medical com- 


A ; |pound which claims to cure suffer- 
le Newhall’s sports ; ; . 
|commercial for Bob 3 P ers from ‘brain disease’ and an as- 


fepg deaths ge mdeatt siege yon | sortment of other ills last week was 
) his 5 a t 4-48 borane resp | Stepped on by _the Federal Trade 
spots, 6:5 0 6:49 p. m. |Commission which gave the manu- 

facturers—Zo-Ro-Lo, Inc., of Ada, 


evenings, except Sunday, his blasts | 
are bankrolled by the Kellogg Co. | Ohio—20 days to quit misrepresent. 
ing their product. 


Giveaways of three wrist watches | 
for persons submitting sports ques- | Advertising ‘Zc-Ro-Lo’ as a prep- 
aration which will fix up Bright's 


tions that Newhall answers on the | 
air. Contributors must. write their | disease, arthritis, asthma and certain 
queries on wrappers of Twenty insanity, proprietors of the cure-all 
Grand cigs. further claimed that it would ‘s‘art 
one on the road to health’ and ‘build 
up a resistance to combat the cause 
of a majority o° all diseases.’ Com- 
mish suspects this is untrue. 





Clark Visits Cincy 
Cincinnati, Jan. 19. 

John L. Clark, head of Transameri- 
can, put in two days here last week. 
Huddled with execs of WLW-WSAI, 
of which stations he formerly was 
general manager. 

William S. Hedges, new vice-presi- 
dent in charge of broadcasting divi- St. Paul, Jan. 19. 
sion of the Crosley Radio Corp., op- WCCO has ararnged: hookup of 97 
erating WLW and WSAI, spent last stations on CBS to carry half-hour’s 





Winter Is Expected 





half of last week in Washington. broadcast c. St. Paul’s Greater Win- 








Winnipeg, Jan. 19. 
| Conference of officials of the 
| Western Association of Broadcasters 
| originally set for Jan. 20-21 has been 
| set ahead to Feb. 4-5. Move was 
made because of movements of 


| Gladstone Murray, g.m. of Canadian | 


| Broadcasting. 

Whispering heard regarding the 
possibility of CBC going semi-com- 

| mercial but local scribes are getting 


| plenty of headaches trying to trace | 


the whisperings’ or pin anybody 
,/ down to definite statement. In the 
| meantime local editors are keeping 


| the wires hot between here and | 


Ottawa trying to get either an ad- 


Semi-Commercial Canadian Policy? ; 


‘ter Carnival on its opening day, Jan- 
uary 30. Stint goes on at 3 p. m,, 
and will carry carnival inaugural 
ceremonies to Canad: , Mexico, South 
America and even European points. 
| KSTP has alread; set a world- 
| wide NBC hookup for 10 p. m. on 





Changes Expected—Biggest Sponsored Show /#2u2"¥ 30. Descriptions of the gi- 
in Dominion Broadcasting Starts Feb. 7 


gantie ice palace, parades, marching 
corps and red-blooded, below-zero 
activities will take a full hour. 


Melvin Israel to N.Y. 





| sored by the Imperial Tobacco Co. 
| This sets some kind of a record or Begs 
another being the first coast-to-coast ee Birmingham, Jan. 19. 
Sunday commercial in this country.| With the removal of Melvin Israel, 
Debuts Sunday, Feb. 7 from 4:45 to | D@wscaster for WBRC, to CBS, ef- 
5:30 (CST). Is of the glorified | fective this week, Bill McCain has 
'‘March of Time’ idea with a shot| taken over the news at the Birming- 
coming in from London, by Vernon ham station. Israel landed on the 
Bartlett, commentator, ‘on the spot’| "¢t after only six months of news- 
flashes from important news events, | C@5Ung. — 

happenings, comments from New Israel in Manhattan will probably 
York on the latest in entertainment, | become Melvin Allen. 

and comments by outstanding men 
and women of Canada. Being touted 
around as the biggest thing yet at- 
tempted in Canadian radio on a/| 
weekly basis. 











In New York 


Visiting | 





| 
} 
| 
| 


Announcement at the end of this 
show as in the case of all other com- 
mercials will be “This program came 
to you over a network of Canadian 
stations, CBC regulations restrict- 
ing any group of stations being iden- 
tified by a name (for example, 
‘Trans-Canada network’). Show was 
D ; booked through the All-Canada 
six-hour daily basis. | Broadcasting System’s Montreal of- 

Big Canadian Show fice with Vic George of Montreal 

Another new program has been! now in London to arrange for Bart- 

signed to go dominion-wide, spon-| lett’s trans-oceanic stint. 


mission or denial. 

Story as told is that Murray, re- 
alizing the need for additional funds 
with which maintain the national 
radio system, will add one hour of 
sustaining for every hour taken by 
a commercial sponsor. At present 
government radio is operating on a 


Wilbur Havens, WMBG, Richmond. 

Bob Mitchell, WMBG, Richmond. 

B. H. Peace, Jr.. WFBC, Green- 
| ville. 
| Beverly _ T. 
Greenville. 

Ovelton Maxey, 
casting System. 
, John Biair, 
| Chicago. 

John McCormack, KWKH, Shreves- 
port. 


Whitmire, WFBC, 
Virginia Broad- 


John Blair & Co. 
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HENRY FORD’S PERSONAL MEMO TELLS — 
N. W. AYER CHAIN BREAKS ARE BAD 





Agency Addresses NBC and CBS—Talk of Taking 
Matter to F.C.C.—Govt. Has Never Ruled on 


Blurbs—Missionary Investigation 


Whether the ruckus stirred up 
last week by N. W. Ayer at the be- 
hest of Henry Ford himself against 
cut-in announcements (chainbreaks) 
will amount to anything, or whether 
it will falter like all previous bub- 
blings along these lines, is figured to 
depent on Ayer’s willingness te car- 
ry the crusade as high as the FCC. 
Whole matter is fraught with several 
varieties of dynamite, important 
among which looms the problem in 
web Stations relations. Chains could 
be caught in a bad squeeze if the 
matter spouts any higher, and con- 


sequently are looking for a suitable | 


cyclone cellar. 


Ayer started the squabble by writ- 
ing the webs: “The practice of slip- 


ping extraneous commercial spots, | 
we feel, is unfair to the sponsor and | 


to the public. We have received 
numerous complaints substantiating 
this, and believe the time has ar- 
rived for broadcasting companies to 
take cognizance of this situation.’ In 
a penciled note from Detroit, Ford 
personally started the agitation for a 
shampooing after supposedly getting 
worked up on hearing cut-in stuff 
over his own radio. Ford simul- 
taneously told dealers and branch 
factories to cancel their peewee 
blurbs, junking $160,000 worth of 
spot. Ayer currently claims to be 
the only major agency not ordering 
any chainbreaks for anybody. 


Cut-in headache, while neither new 
nor without plenty of fuming before, 
involves an especially strong web 
angle at the present time, as well as 
chances of an FCC ruling if pushed 
far’ enough. Situation stacks up as 
follows: 

(1) Question of whether the chain 
break, amounting to a half minute 
or less, is the property of the web- 
affiliated station, or whether it is 
simply an open spot to allow for 
line switchovers and the station 
identification demanded by the FCC. 
The legal, as well as ethical, status 
of how much time a sponsor should 
get when he signs for 30 minutes, 15 
minutes, etc., has never been gov- 
ernmentally ruled on. 

(2) Question of how much control 

















the webs have over their member 
stations. If the chains should finally 
have to concede that they can’t con- 
trol the situation satisfactorily, it 
puts the big links in a weak light. 
Hence the web dither because Ayer 
addressed the letter to NBC and 
CBS. 

(3) Question of station economics. 
In the event that the chains should 


: and -variety of entertainment 
attempt to crack down on cut-ins, 
: put out. 
lithe affiliates would probably yell 
that they were being deprived of 
revenue which enables them to 


carry web shows on a relatively low 
payment plan. 
askins higher program fees on com- 
mercial stuff fed to "em from 
webs. 

Penalty if Caught 


Curious light on the Ford-Ayer 


Might counter by | 


the | 





Writes Self Fan Mail? 


Vienna, Jan. 8. 

Austrian Radio Corp. hotly 
denies charges made by local 
newspaper, Der Morgen, that 
the radio network is writing 
fan letters to itself and reading 
them over the air as one method 
of answering criticism of 
programs and policies. 

A government monopoly, the 
radio here has a tough job sat- 
isfying everybody. Or anybody. 
Lack of funds is the perennial 
alibi for the indifferent quality 


its 














‘WMBG, RICHMOND MAY 
GET NBC AFFILIATION 


Richmond, Jan. -19. 
As a result of three recent F. C. C. 


agitation is that it practically |Tulings, this town’s radio set-up is 
amounts to a situation in which | Scheduled for an overhaul within 
neither party has any stake at the | next six to nine months. In the 
moment. On all Ford web biz there | meanwhile, the boys along radio 
are strict orders against cut-ins,|T0w are keeping an extra sharp eye 
penalty being that offenders are | 0M the other guy. Looks like an old 


lopped off the list if caught (Camo- 
bell has a similar order). So it looks 
mainly like missionary work, hing- 


|fashioned rock ’em, sock ’em battle 
|for listener attention in the offing. 


| Under. the F. C. C. rulings, two 


ing on Ford-Ayer convictions anent | additional stations—both owned by 
radio. jnewspaper outfits—come into 

Drive is the second within 15 | Richmond: Conservative morning 
months. Previously the 4 A’s and | Times-Dispatch gets permission to 


the ANA instigated an investigation, 
which later petered out because of 
conflicting interests Sponsors and 
agencies would wave the crusade 
banner wildly with one hand, while 
issuing orders for cut-ins with the 
other, Hopeless jumble at the time. 

Ayer, since the initial letter, has 
unofficially mentioned the possibility 


of going as high as the FCC if it has 
Fred Pflugfelder, radio chief, is 


to. 
also confabbing with other agencies, 
and is taking the matter up with 
some station 
table Group™ meeting next 
(12). Complete plans are not 
while the webs, other agencies, and 
the sponsor-agency 
tions are maintaining a strict silence. 





Bill Ogden, harmonica-guitar, is 
back on WCOL, Columbus, with an 
early morning sustainer. 


reps via the Round- | 
Friday 


set, 


trade associa- | 


erect a 100-watter, and operate full 
|time on 1500 k.c. Evening News- 
| Leader gets the O: K. signal en mov- 
ing its WPHR station from Peters- 
burg to Richmond, and to operate on 
500 watts, 880 k.c. It is limited from 
6 A. M. to sunset, but expectations 
are it will receive full time permis- 
sion once under way. News-Leader 
owners also applied for permission 
to replace its WPHR with another 
station in Petersburg. Earl Sowers, 
| general manager of WPHR, and pro- 
}motion man on the N.-L., slated to 
jhead the sheet’s radio operations 
| here. 

WMBG, headed by Wilbur Havens. 
| and the Columbia’s outlet now (it 
|parts CBS company in 
thike in wattage to 500 
| privileges. It changes from 
1350 k.c.. Increzse in wattage has 
WMBG announcing a change in site 


and full-time 





WIRED FOR SOUND — " 





a 








Cash registers produce sweet profit music for advertisers who 
use the facilities of WTAM. Here is the only high power, clear 
channel station serving the tremendous Cleveland Chamber 


of Commerce Retail Trade Area. We can put your sales cam- 


~paign in tune with the purchasing power of this wealthy area. 


WTAM 


50,000 WATTS 


NBC Red Network 


CLEVELAND 





WTTTTTI TT Tritt thet eee oe 


Completely programmed by NBC 


of its mid-city transmitter to a 
suburb. This outfit recently as- 
signed Courtney Quicke, newspaper 
and rad.J0 man, expressly to keep 
the publicity drums beating. 

WRVA, the 5,000 watter, has an 
application before the F. C. C. for 
an increase to 50,000 watts. 


NBC figures that it’s in a choice 
spot with regard to selecting a suc- 
cessor to WRVA in Richmond and 
so it doesn’t intend to do any local 
tying up for several months. By that 
time it will have three stations to 
choose from. WRVA is slated to go 
CBS by June 29 of this year. 


Operators of WBMG, present CBS 
affiliated in Richmond, has been re- 
cently camping on NBC’s New York 
doorstep trying to get the latter web 
to talk terms, but as yet no results. 
WMBG has obtained a grant of full 
time, permission to shift from 1210 
k.c. to 1350 k.c. and a boost to 250 
watts nights and -500 watts days. 

Impression in the trade 
NBC will, ally itself with two sta- 
tions in Richmond, making one avail- 
able for the blue (WJZ) link and an- 
other for the red (WEAF). 








Gilman in Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 19. 
Don E. Gilman, NBC Frisco v.p., 
in town this week arranging plans 
for annual Pacific Advertising Clubs’ 
association convention here in June. 
While here addressed local Rotary 
club and chamber of commerce. S. 
S. Fox of KDYL steered him around. 


Kleer Heads West 


Memphis, Jan. 19. 
Hollywood-bound on spec. is 
Jimmy Kleer of WHBQ here. He 
has written songs, a couple of which 
have gotten breaks. John Young re- 
places him at WHBQ. 
Bob Alburty of the station has just 





' sales rep. 


made a deal with J. J. Devine As- 
sociates to act as WHBQ’s national 


Jun2), gets a| 


1210 to 





Guest List. 











AMERICAN CAN 


(Tu. 9—WJZ) 
Jan. 26—Ethel Waters. 
A. & P. 
(Th. 8—WABC) 
Jan. 2i—Jimmy Durante, 
Mary Ann. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—-WJZ) 
Jan. 23—Joseph Bentonelli. 
Jan. 30—Kitty Carlisle. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 
Three Madcaps 
Hal Gordon. 
CADILLAC 
(Th. 4—WEAF) 
Jan. 21—Not booked. 
CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—-WABC) 
| Jan. 22—George Brent, 
| Roberts. 
| 








Jan, 29—Anita 
Flynn. 


Louise, 


FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 
Jan. 25—Margaret Speaks, 
Wallenstein. 
FORD 
(Su. 9—-WABC) 
Jan. 24.—Josef Hofmann. 
Jan. 31—Lucrezia Bori. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
(Su. 10—WEAF) 
Jan. 24—Georges Enesco, 
Menuhin 
HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 
Jan. 20—Prof. Irving Fisher. 
KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 
21—Rose Bampton. 
22—Mrs. Sarah Lockwood. 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—-WABC) 

26—Nicholas Massue. 
LOCAL DEP’T STORE 

(Th. 9 a.m.—WOR) 


Jan. 





NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—WEAF) 








chuk. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 
Jan. 23—Minevitch Band. 
| Jan, 30—Lupe Velez 
ROYAL GELATINE 
| (Th. 8—WEAF) 
| Jan. 2i—Edgar Bergen, Walter C. 
Kelly, Sydney Franklin. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Jan. 24—Andres Segovia, Ray 


Noble Orch., Lauritz 
cille Manners. 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Th. 9:30—WABC) 


Melchior, 


Jan. 26—Block and Sully, Robert 


Wildhack. 
SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 

Jan. 23—Toto, Dexter Fellows, 
Memphis Five, Giovanni Benedetto, 
Harry Foster Welch. 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
(Su. 3—WEAF) 
Jan. 24—Hilda Ohlin, 
Delgace, Walter Nagle. 
STUDEBAKER 
(Mon, 9:30—WEAF) 
Jan. 25—Not booked 


Danny Danker a V.P. 


Benjamin 


Baby 


Beverly 
i nels specifically given the U. S 
Errol} 


Alfred 


Yehudi 


25—Waldemar A. Kaempffert. 


Jan. 21—Harry Sosnik, Mitzi May- 
fair. 
LUX 
(Mon. 9—-WABC) 
Jan. 25—Jeannette MacDonald. 


Jan. 23—Francis Lederer, Gertrude 
Lawrence, Ezio Pinza, Yasha Bun- 


Lu- 


Radio Teapot Dome Seen : 


By Payne; Comm’l Grab 
On Shortwave Is Alleged 


Washington, Jan. 19. 

Rumpus over asserted attemots of 
commercial broadcasters to grab off 
five international short-wave assion- 
ments reserved for the use of the 
U. S. Government had repercussions 
in Congress this week which led ito 
demands that this country go into 
the broadcasting business on its own 
account. 

Following assertions at Harvard by 
Commissioner George Harry Payne 
that the radio lobby situation is as 
foul as the Teapot Dome oil scandal, 
Representative Emanuel Cellar of 
New York called for government ac- 
tion to prevent private operators 
from getting a toehold on the chan- 
for 
use in maintaining high-frequency 
communication with South America. 
Celler served notice he will propose 
a $750,000 appropriation, with equiv- 
alent authority for the government 
to erect its own short-wave station 
and make sure these channels 
not snatched by ether countries. 

Coincident with Cellar’s move 
came a statement from CBS denying 
allegations that Columbia is trying 
to steal one of the frequencies. Ad- 
mitting that his group has inquired 
about the availability of these chan- 
nels, Harry W. Butcher, network 
vice-prez, asserted informal offer to 
exploit 9550 kc have been submitted 
to government people with under- 
standing the wave-length would be 
returned on demand. 

Denying rumors that his organiza- 
tion wants to tie up the channel to 
prevent government use, Butcher 
explained CBS had been asked by 
responsible Federal officials to con- 
sider possible improved service to 
Latin America and engineers had 
reported that at least one more fre- 
quency would be needed. No formal 
request for 9550 has been submitted, 
however. 

Fact that CBS now is using 6120 
ke, ‘loaned’ by the Navy to the web 
and Chicago Federation of Labor, 
was stressed in daily press yarns 
about Payne’s incipient scandal. Ad- 
ditional attention was focused on 
the fact that last summer CBS asked 
to have this frequency transferred 
from the Navy for regular short- 
wave operation. 


NBC Uninterested 


Rumor hounds had National 
Broadcasting Co. also trying to snare 
one of the five frequencies. Charge 
was squelched by local web officers, 
with Frank M. Russell, vice-prez, 
saying his organization has never in- 
quired about getting hands on ad- 
ditional channels for South Amer- 
ican service. Admitted having dis- 
cussed with various government 





are 


people possible improvement in ser- 


vice to southern hemisphere 
pointed out NBC already 


and 
is doing 


much work in this field. 


In his address at Cambridge, Com- 
missioner Payne said, without men- 


tioning names, that certain interests 
are trying to block development of 
government 


service with South 
America. He declared ‘a vicious at- 
tempt has been made to take over 
from the government these precious 
five frequencies ... on the specious 
plea that since little progress had 
been made in the development of 
this project by the government itself 
it is now necessary for private in- 


is that | 


get it 


Doyle, 


WMCA, 





Danny Danker, 


day, Jan. 31. 
in the Sabbath 
take it for the regular break. World- 
Telly’s annual poll is Feb. 6. 

Data and set-up for the popularity 
poll assembled and handled by Dinty 
radio of the N. Y. 
American. 


supplants 
(25) in ‘Man in the Street Inquisitive 
Reporter’ 


sponsors. 





Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

chief Hollywood 
talent buyer for J. Walter Thomp- 
son-produced Coast radio shows, has 
been made vice president by agency. 





HEARST POLL JAN. 31 


Will Go Inte All 
Doyle Compiles Fast Vote 








Jumping in just ahead of the New 
York World-Telegram’s annual radio 
popularity poll, 
will publish a ditto compilation Sun- 
Some 19 papers will 
issue; others 


all Hearst 


editor 





Bill Stern, NBC football announcer, 
Monday 


Jimmy Jemail 


interview 
> a 


PE II OERICL ETE LEE EIN (SF EENE CLT AIA TORE VENTS ees 


Hearst Sheets— 


dailies 


program 
Barney's Clothes 


a 


terests to operate stations on the fre- 
quencies in order to protect the use 
of these frequencies for the United 
States as a whole.’ This activity was 
denounced as evidencing ‘the dangers 
to our American system of govern- 
ment of the sort of insidious back- 


With company 12 years. door lobbying of the type which 
Also is firm’s rep on Lux Soap] led to such scandals as Teapot 
account. Dome.’ 





WXYZ Continues Revue 
Detroit, Jan. 12 

R. G. Dun’s ‘Big Broadeast’ over 
WXYZ will be succeeded this week 
by a sustaining show built along the 
same lines. Dun contract, which ran 
for several months during which 
half-hour show was presented from 
stages of various local theatres, 
pired last week and was not 
newed. 

Show, with Benny Kyte’s ork, Girl 
Friends Trio, Salvatore Cuchiara, 
Virginia Hooper, a quartet, etc., will 
now originate from studios of 
WXYZ. 

Meanwhile, station has signed Dot 
and Mel, ‘singing redheads’ formerly 
heard on NBC and cther stations, 
for a three-nights-a-week stint 


ex- 
re- 


William M. Koblenzer has joined 
Wolf Associates as agency contact for 
radio accounts. 
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NBC GETS NEWS 
FROM SHEPARD 


John Shepard, 3rd, of the Yankee 
Network, has advised NBC that he 
intends to keep Mutual on WEAN, 
Providence, and WICC, Bridgeport. 
NBC had been under the impression 
that when these two stations shifted 
over from CBS they would be NBC’s 
exclusively. The shift to the blue 
(WJZ) link took place the first of 
the year. 

Shepard has assigned his WNAC, 
Boston, exclusively to the 
the same city, is available for Mu- 
tual programs. 


Industry Puffs by U.S.A. 


Washinintor, Jan. 19. 
New series of Government-spon- 





sored programs started over a nation- | 


wide CBS hook-up Saturday (16). 
Chatty talks on the beginning and| 
development of various U. S. indus- | 
tries will be furnished by Harry R. 
Daniel of the Department of Com- 
merce, speaking from Washington, 
while musical numbers will be sup- 
pied by Emory Deutsch orchestra, 
broadcasting from New York City. 
Industry yarns will include rail- 
roads, iron and steel, electrical goods, 
building and construction. Program 
will be air-waved every Saturday 
afternoon for an indefinite period, 
Commerce officials announced. 


WSOC-WFBC Joint Card 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 19. 
Station WSOC, here, and WFBC, 
at Greenville, S. C., are issuing a 
combination rate card offering joint 
rates for wire hookups. 
Stations are both NBC affiliates. 








| agency 


red | 
(WEAF) network, while WAAB, in | 





| Sez Ken Murray Should Have Been 
Booked Via Him 





Louis Shurr, talent agent, has filed | 
'a protest with F. Wallis Armstrong 
over the booking of Ken 
Murray with Campbell Soup through 
the William Morris office. Shurr 
claims to have Murray under a per- 
sonal representation contract and 
| also declares he opened the original 
| negotiations with Campbell for the 
comedian. 

William Morris office states it was 
not informed of a Shurr contract 
when commissioned by Murray to 
represent him for radio, and that it 
opened and closed the Campbell deal 
in the customary process of 
tiation. 

Murray’s last 
was 39 weeks for Lifebuoy, ending 
| Dec. 1, last, on a booking handled 
| by Shurr. Latter alleges his con- 
| tract with Murray covers a period of 
| fiv e years and has three to go. Shurr’s 


| Sapeaone were filed with the Arm- | 


strong agency by his attorney, Abe 
| Berman. 

Murray starts March 30 for Camp- 
bell, replacing Burns and Allien in 
ithe soup company spot, with B. & A. 
lat that time switching to Grape Nuts 


| 
| for sponsorship. 


CBS Talent in Pasadena 








Hollywood, Jan. 19 


Hollywood Barn Dance Jan, 30 from 
Pasadena civic auditorium, where an 
all star radio show will take the | 
place of the customary president's 
ball for the Warm Springs Founda- 
tion. CBS also will furnish the other 
talent. 





the foundation. 





nego- | 
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radio engagement | 
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BATE CHAIN BREAK ‘EVIL’ 
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(CBS LINES UP 
NEW ENGLAND 
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Sales Mgrs. in Chi 


William W. Warner ‘ foston. 
Norman Boggs, WAAF, Chicago 
Maurice C. Coleman, *L, lan 

K. W. Husted, WCCO, Minneapolis 
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WATI \t ta. 

















rney J. Lavin, WDAY Farge: N. D 
H. Ss. Hyett, WEBC, Duluth, Mim 
rr nas Gavir WER¢ Dulutt Mir 
M n Campbell, WFAA, Dallas e 
. (‘harles F. Phillopa, WFBL, S icuse 
Dotted Line Boys Huddle to J F. Patt. WGAR, Cleveland 
4 * Lewis H. Avery, WGR-WKBW, Buffa —- - ~ 
Discuss This and Other Frank W. Kelly! WHAM, Rochéster 
James |} iwir N.A.B Washi L).¢ N 4 
ee , New England Division of CBS, the 
Problems and Policies of | ‘ier Hou KANS, Wichit ans ; 
Ellis Aterbu KCKN, Kansa regional circuit largely engineered 
Station Operation Bat Martin, KFAB-KPFOR, Lin- | and sold by Columbia in Shepard's 
K. W. P KF \ K home territory, has been quietly put 
ne agony lag wast pet a together with a trio of accounts 
lliam Quartor 4 Cedar tapids : 
FRANK TALKS Ted Mathew, WNAX, Yankton, S. D for a starter. CBS has not men- 
M allots Chamberiain, W Ms Memph s tioned the matter to date. 
j (lark ther OC, Davenport a ‘ 
W. G. Gallatly, WOR New York Accounts are Home Makers’ Coun- 
Harold Wharton, WPAR, Parkersburg. | cil of the Air, buying two 15-minute 


ies < W Vi . . ; 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 4. W. Ramsey, WROK, Rockford, I periods per week, Marjorie Mills 


Getting down to brass tacks im- Barren Howard, WEVA, Richmond, \ Hour, buying two 30-minute periods 
‘ Joh Oul Jr.. SB Atlanta. . e . % 
mediately, the Sales Managers’ Di- oll Awl wsM, a per week, and Burdett College, Bos- 
vision of the National Association of Kdgar Shutz, WIL, St. Loui ton, buying one quarter-hour per 
Broadeasters opened its two-day nan 3 Le soa rane omen ni week. Stations in the hookup are 
: e Sherm: ol yes-| ¥F IBW, Topek: /EEI, Bostor WORC, Worces- 
meeting at the Sherman Hotel yes-| ¥elix Morris, WIBW, Topek WEEI, ston; ; orces 
|terday (Monday) with actual busi- somes Boskine, 035K. Detroit ter; WPRO, Providence; WDRC, 
p> 4 ty Kent VJIbBK, etroit. a iii y - - “ 

| ness discussions by R. J. (Bob) Bar-| Alien Lacy,’ WJDX, Jackson, Miss. | Hartford; WMAS, Springfield, and 
rett of the Blackett-Sample-Hum- R. 8. Bisho yt, kr Je, Fort Worth. | WLBZ, Bangor. Rate is the same as 
I », d ann, ( Q, Fort orth | . : nes .  - . 
mert agency and T. F, Flanagan of| w. Carey Jennings, KGW-KEX. Portlana, | *h€ combined web rate of the indi- 

Penn Tobacco. Ore | vidual stations. 


Show for Prez Charity 


Columbia Broadcasting will remote | 


| 


| 


| 


Entire proceeds of the show, to be to another, and particularly stressed| « 
made a special civic event, will go to | | the growing need of a showmanship | Paul, Minn 




















instil 











. is Cc iff f(MA, Shenandoa a. > > y ie 7 ‘ ; > 
These talks followed short routine Pen is. nie fee - Fi | Time selling is done by CBS itself, 
addresses by Buryl Lottridge of| Arthur Church, KMBC, Kansas City. | by Radio Sales, or by member sta- 
KOIL, who presided at the meeting;| Ken, Crurch, KMox. St, Louis | tions. WEEI is key station. 
C. W. Myers, president of N. A. B., *. W. Meyers, KOIN, Portland, Ore. concn amen: 
and H. K. Carpenter, WHK, and! Winwm'c Weloter WHDY. Guccnbay, | CAMPANA’S NEW SHOW 
chairman of the Commercial Section | wis. “TY Hollywood, Jan. 19 
J Ed. W. Hamlin, KSD, St. Louis. ; : c , / 
of N. A. B. ee John F, Schilling, WHB, Kansas City. Tommy Harris, vocalist on a Coast 
First day’s discussion centered on! j 4a. Wagner, WHBY, Greenbay, Wis. |hookup for Moon Glow, has a new 
| national spot business, the methods| J. L. Reinsch, WHIO, Dayton, Ohio. . ; : ‘. hi 
pat E P f doi ti . t bi H. K. Carpenter, WHK, Cleveland. sponsor in Campana, which recently 
In nin Oo ah nationa 2 P a | Hale Bondurant, WHO, Des Moines. took over the nail polish outfit. 
n is regar anagan oO enn| Ray Radner, WIBM, Jackson, Mich. ef ; 
Tobacco told of his personal experi-| 4-4 Clancy, WTIC, Hartford. Show may go east to Chicago. 
; +i ‘ ¢ busi a\ John Fetzer, WKZO, Kalamazoo, Mich. Tom Wallace and Syd Dixon, NBC 
ences in national spo usiness anad| Guy Stewart, WKZO, Kalamazoo, Mich. Ese - 
expressed his belief in national ra-| F: ©. Sawell, Jr., WLAC, Nashville, Hollywood sales head, handled the 
M. F. Craig, WIBC, Muncie, Ind. negotiations. 
dio spot advertising as the sole! Ril Cine, WLS, Chicago. 
medium of reaching his audience.| Charles Coley, WMBD. Peoria, Ill. teal % ie taal lhe 
be < anigan, SPD, oledo. ‘raig Lawrence, SO, es oines, la. 
Flanagan discussed the points which | ai Schneider, WTAQ, Greenbay, Wis Ray C. Jenkins, KSTP, St. Paul-Minne- 
make his company prefer one station Harry Bibb, WTMV, East St. Louis, Il). | apolis, Minn. 
W. H. West, WITMV, East St. Louis, Ill. Ray E. Brighton, KTRH, Houston. 
T. Hageman, WTCN, Minneapolis-St. W. B. Greenwald, KWBG, Hutchinson, 
Kans 
.. Harry Bannister, WWJ... Detroit. Jock O. Gross, KWKH, Shreveport, La. 
(Continued on page 40) ‘J. W. Iver, WWNC, Asheville, N. C. Clair Heyer, KXBY, Kansas City. 
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Petry-McGillvra Feud Over Spokane; | dio Daffodils 


Tense Competitive Sales Situation 


A hot competitive selling feud has 
deveisped in New York between na- 


tional sales reps for Spokane sta- | 
tions. Coneerned in the shin-kick- 
ing is Edward Petry and Joseph | 
Hershey McGillvra. Petry has KHQ, 
the Louis Wasmer station. and Mc- 
Gillvra has KFPY, the Symons 
yiver-oul 

Viatter hes come to a head in last 
foviniesht over a couple of specific 
2 ! Facts and data on which 
th two reps are selling their re- 
sPosp stations are the tmmediate 
cause of the clash Learning from 
an 1dvertising agency exec that 
statements made on behalf of KFPY 
had been challenged by Petry in 
going after an account, that had al- 
readv okayed KFPY McGilivra and 
Nate Colwell of his office made a 
number of calls on other prospec- 
tive KFPY advertisers to ascertain 


if the stme procedure had been fol- | 


lowed 
made 
Petry 


by Petry elsewhere. Claims 
by KFPY and challenged by 
concerned: 

Which 
loc 

Which 
volume? 

Which had the best equipment? 

Which wes the most showmanly? 

McGillvra has signed 65 Wheatena 
quarter hours, 13 Edgeworth quarter 
hours, 39 Continental oil quarters 
and spots from Cycle Trades, Ford, 
Pinex, Schaeffer, etc. This has 
created a keen tension in Spokane. 
Petry recently sent Ed Voynow from 
Chicago to visit the town. 

Petry’s $22 Booklet 
Upshot of the McGillvra-Colwell 


station had the highest 


ul rates? 


had the greatest local biz 


interrogations of the advertising 
agencies was that Petry in _ turn) 


heard of their retaliation against his 
pot shots at their station story. Last 
Thursday (14) Petry 
Gillvra to his office in New York to 
discuss the situation between them. 
Petry, it is stated, showed McGillvra 
an elaborate presentation on KHQ 
he said he was preparing. These, 
he declared, would cost $22 per copy 
and would go to 50 or 60 advertising 


invited Mc- | 


+ 





TELEVISION CORP. RCVR. 


Also Enjeined From Publicly Sell- 
ing Its Stock 





N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Rich- 
ard P. Lydon on Monday (18) 
‘ranted a motion of the state attor- 


ney general's office for the appoint- 
ment of a receiver to take over the 
assets of the Television Corp. of 
America At the same time the 
Court, without opposition on the part 
of the company’s attorneys, contin- 
ed a temporary injunction to re- 
strain the corporation and seven 


individuals from selling stock in this 


state, pending trial for a permanent 
stay. 
Assistant Attorney General Am- 


brose V. McCall, head of the Attor- 


ney General’s Bureau of Securities, 
charges the corporation promoted 
the sale of its securities through 


fraud and misrepresentation, 





Spieler’s Nashville O. K. 
Despite Brooklyn Roots 


Nashville, Jan. 19. 


Haywood Vickers was added to an- | 
nouncing staff of WSIX by an audi-| 


tion contest in which the audience 
was allowed to participate. 


One unreconstructed rebel lady 


phoned to ask privilege of chang- 
ing her vote for Vickers ‘after she 


found he was from Brooklyn, N. Y. 





Carleton Cardell, who announced 
the Amos ’n’ Andy program when 
the duo broadcast from Hollywood 
and other Pacific Coast points last 
|summer, is working on the present 
series from Palm Springs, 





| agencies. Petry implied they would 
| discredit KFPY and 
| McGillvra to decide what course 
they (Petry and McGillvra) would 
|follow in Spokane. McGillvra is 
|quoted as replying that hg didn’t 
|fear the presentation but if pretty 
pictures were necessary kg would 
top the $22 brochure, 





_- 






it was up to} 
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(Continued from page 1) 


considered as deriving from so-called 
‘frankness.’ 

Stanza ceoked up by WBNX is 
something in a niche by itself. It’s 
advice on bodily ills ‘from asthma to 
insanity.’ Press blurbs state that ‘the 
yrogram will provide morbid sensa- 
‘ijonalism but. down the line of med- 
ical cases is to be found all the ele- 


ments of drama in the raw. Roland 
H. Berg, ‘medical technician,’ will 
conduct, opening stanza being next 
Sunday (24), 5 to 5:30 p. m. 
Reform Bugaboo? 
Tyro trend is: currently regarded 


by trade observers as being in such | 


a wild state that it’s already a step 
ahead of mere swiping of ideas from 
the newspapers (advice 
etc.) or the pic theatre (community 
singing, etc.). In some circles the 
vogue is regarded as the buildup for 
another crackdown by the reform 
element, such as shampooed the juve 
programs of a couple years ago. In 
other circles this contention is pooh- 
poohed on the grounds that reform- 
ers flourish chiefly during depres- 


columns, 


sions, and that better times are the | , F 
| valuation of why some stations stand 


green light for more speed. What- 
ever the case, it’s generally agreed 
that having pilfered the stage and 


the fourth estete. radio is now ogling 
| certain types of pulp rags. 

Spelling bees are regarded as the 
latest wrinkle in the _ test-your- 


that the wise front 
loudspeaker at home can almost 
| participate as much as the studio 
'audience. Chase & Sanborn, through 
J. Walter Thompson, has one of the 
orthographic tournaments going on 
WMCA, with grammar schools fight- 
ing for prizes. This shot, an hour 
long, is now skedded to hit the road 
and emanate each week from a dif- 
ferent city on the Inter-City System. 
| May be a grooming for chain chores, 
| although nothing is definite as yet. 

. Additionally, WJZ has a bee on 
Jeation. morning with board of edu- 


guys in of 


| 


cation tie-ins. Kids in New York 
and another city, alternated each 
week, fight it out. WOR has some- 


etc., participating. 





Dealers Sign Anything 


—— 





charged to the station. 


ing one, and he was beginning tuo 


New York sales representative of a western station was having 
difficulty getting the outlet included in a new campaign and he de. 
cided to resort to a ruse. The rep wired the commercial manager of 
the station to get to the local distributor of the product and have him 
send a wire recommending use of the outlet. 
bound wire was a suggestion that the wire of recommendation be 


Advertising manager for the account got the wire. 


distrib when he happened to note something that the telegraph com- 
pany had, perhaps inadvertently, included in the communication. 
That notation read: ‘Charge to Station———.’ 

P. S.: The rep did not get the business. 


Appended to the west- 


It was a glow- 
see eye to eye with the western 








Debate ‘Evil’ 











| station manager and radio time buy- 


| rather than transmitter, 
| physical make-up of a station. 


knowledge contests, advantage being | 
the | 





| Ken Church of KMOX led a discus- 
thing similar, also on Sundays, with | 


Bob Emery at the helm and clubs,| spot accounts following the actual 


(Continued from page 39) 
and salesmanship flair in station 
management. 

Barrett’s talk, done extemporane- 


ously, was on the relationship of 


er. Speaking with complete blunt- 
ness and frankness, Barrett got down 
to dates, names and places in his 


out, while others fall by the way- 
side. He particularly stressed the 
importance of station management 


wattage and 


Chain Breaks’ Heat 

There was open discussion in the 
afternoon, led by J. Leslie Fox of 
KMBC, chairman of the National 
Affairs Committee. There was some | 
heat over the subject of chain break 
announcements, though the majority | 
opinion seemed to be that there is a} 
place for them in radio, with the} 
station manager held responsible for 
seeing that they fit in as well 
possible into the station program 
quality, since chain breaks may be 
questionable from the viewpoint of | 
programing. 

Contingent business was ruled out 
as unethical, while members agreed 
that accounts which are selling 
things for immediate cash over the 
station. must be watched with care. 


as | 


sion on cooperation with national 


| 


| obtaining of the contract, so as to get | 


| business. 





the most good for the 
getting merchant 
client. 


advertise: 
will 


in 


good the 


LOl 

Today (Tuesday) marking the final 
day of the meeting, was devoted 
strictly to local retail selling, as ves. 
terday was concentrated on national 
Major event of the day 
was the address and discussion on 
‘Servicing Radio Advertiser and Sta- 
tion, by Walter Schwimmer of 
Schwimmer & Scott, agency which 
handles the largest single number of 
radio retail accounts in Chicago. An- 
other agency man, Ed Warner. of 
Ferry-Hanly, Kansas City, talked on 


retail department store advertisi; 


This was led by general open d 
cussion, led by Mort Eatters. of 
| WCHS, as chairman of the local 


sales committee. 


Sectional chairmen each delivered 
their reports: E. Y. Flanagin, of 
WSPD; Mallory Chamberlain. of 
WNBR; Jack Gross, of KWKH: Craig 
Lawrence, of KSO; D. H. Vincent. of 
KSL, and Hugh Feltis, of KOMO. 


Next national get-together of the 
Sales Managers Division will be held 
at the coming national convention of 
the N.A.B. However, Lottridge and 


the various district chairmen have 


| set plans for at least one sectional 


meeting for each group before the 
N.A.B. confab. 





Samuel Goldenberg, who portrays 
the role of ‘Moses’ in ‘The Eternal 
Road’ legit hit, was guest star on the 
Jewish Community Sing last (Tues.) 
night on WMCA, N. Y. Horowitz & 
Margareten sponsor the program, 
officially tabbed ‘Songs of Isrgel.’ 








nn nn 


WCAU 





50,000 WATTS 


Philadelphia 


ROBERT A. STREET, 


Commercial Manager 
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ORCHESTRA 


eee inaugurated the fall season in Chicago with their sensa- 
tional engagement at the Congress Casino; three separate formal 
openings on three successive nights failed to accomodate all 
those seeking reservations. 


e ee inaugurated the band policy at the New York Paramount 
a year ago and set a record for every other band to shoot at. It 
wasn't broken until Casa Loma returned—and they broke not 


_ only their own but EVERY Christmas Week attendance record in 


the ten years the Paramount has been open—over 130,000 people! 


eee inaugurated the winter season in New York January 6th, 
with their reopening at the Rainbow Room. Hear them there, 
on Decca Records, and on WEAF-NBC. More than ever the 
biggest box-office band in America! 


> - ‘ 
( Pa > We | Loma Mmaupgu- 


rates Glen Crray lor 


his sixth successive 
term as President 
A the most success- 
ful cooperative or- 


chestra in the world! 





’ A 
reese 
ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVES | 


e R.K.O. BUILDING « ROCKEFELLER CENTER, N. Y. AND HOLLYWOOD 


GLEN GRAY and the 


a 
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Geil Liberties Union Recommendations. 


Up Before Congress in Anti-Censor Bill 


Washington, Jan. 19. 
Free -speech bills, compelling | 
broadcasters to keep records of time | 
sales and refusals and prohibiting | 
censorship of programs of any sort, 
were dumped in Congressional hop- | 
per last week by Rep. Byron Scott | 
of California. Proposals are stamped | 
with seal of Civil Liberties Union. 
Seeking to curtail power of both 
the government and license-holders 
to cold-shoulder left-wing orators, 
Scott offered following measures: 
Bill knocking out section 326 of 





time, rejections and reasons there- 
for, additions and changes requested 
in scheduled programs on public, so- 
cial, political, educational and eco- 
nomic. topics, and interference with 
such programs. 

Bill. revising. present statute re- 
quiring equal treatment of all office- 
seekers. Scott proposal would re- 
quire stations to set aside ‘regular and 
definite periods at desirable times of 
| the day and evening’ for uncensored 
gab about public, social, political, 
educational and economic matters. 


“HOW MUCH?’ DISPUTE 
ON ST. LOUIS BROWNS 


| St. Louis, Jan. 19. 
| Radio stations KWK and KMOX 
‘are having a little difficulty with 





In $500 Award 


Judge Sees Passion and Prejudice’ 


ee 


to KMO Salesman 





ithe St. Louis Browns, American 
League baseball club, on terms for 
sponsored play-by-play broadcasts 
|this coming season. Browns, which 
| have been a second division team for 
years, are asking for $40,000 for the 
radio rights, to be shared equally by 
the two transmitters. 

| On the other hand, the St. Louis | 
|Cardinals, National League team, 
which has been up in the running 
right along, has signatured already | 
|for $20,000. KMOX has Kellogg for | 
baseball, while KWK broadcasts are | 
shared ty General Mills and Socony 


Tacoma, Jan. 19. 


Sequel to the recent jury award 
of $500 to Harold D. Porter, dis- 
charged time salesman at Station 
KMO, came last week when Judge 
Fred Remann in Superior Court 
ruled that ‘passion and prejudice’ 
had swayed the jury. Judge thought 
$200 a fair sum and gave Porter 10 
days to accept this lower amount. 
Failing acceptance the petition of 
KMO for a new trial will be granted 
and the whole thing start all over 
| again. 





1aggeCommunications law (anti-cen- 
sorship provision) and 
new provision which says act shall 
not give government regulatory 


substituting 


Federal Communications Commission | Vacuum. 
would be ordered to draft rules com- | 
pelling licensees to treat both sides 
equally, while cCisinterested citizen | 
board would be created to ride herd | 





Herman Bernie Placements 


| State 


| the court in the arguments on mo- 


Kenneth Davis of the Washington 
Association of Broadcasters 
appeared as attorney and friend of | 


agency any right to censor or other- 
wise interfere with free speech via} 
the ether. Would exempt broadcast- 

ers from any responsibility for any-/| fp» . la 
thing said over their mikes, stipulat- Bill of Particu rs 
ing that neither criminal nor civil | 
action should be started against any | 
licensee because of statements on any 


public, social, political, or economic 
issue. Measure would not upset 


on the Commish. 











Henry Dagand, agent who is suing 


present prohibition against profanity | Columbia Artists Bureau and Ger- | 


or indecency. | trude Niesen, the singer, for $100,000 
‘each for alleged breach of contract, 


ene “ a e cka | was directed by N. Y. Supreme Court 
Bill compelling licensees to keep | Judge Rosenman. Saturday (16) to 


detailed count of all applications for | furnish Columbia with a bill of par- 


SN | <eeulien before trial of the action. 
FESULTS? 
y) 4 wy @ 


Plaintiff claims Miss Niesen ran 
COURT 340C08T 


out on a contract he had with her 
Let us acquaint you 











for 10% of her earnings when Co- 
lumbia took her over. He also claims 
he had a similar contract with the 
Bureau under which they jointly 
were to publicize the singer but that 
Columbia also walked out on the 
contract. 







with our work 





New Orleans Lads Scram 
New Orleans, Jan. 12. 

Al Goodwin, WWL announcer, re- 
linquishes his connection with local 
CBS outlet to join main offices of 
CBS in New York. 

J. D. Starr left advertising post 
with WJBW to become assistant 
publicity secretary of the Associa- 
tion of Commerce and editor of the 
association’s weekly news bulletin. 





L. B. Wilson .Resumes Labor 
Cincinnati, Jan. 19. 
L. B. Wilson, prexy of WCKY, is 
due back at end of this week frorh 
two months’. vacash in Miami, Fla. 
He will return just in time to say 
ta-ta to Elmer H. Dressman the sta- 
tion’s publicity director. 
Latter off for a fortnight’s rest in 
Miami, 


WEED E M3 
wsoc 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


‘Located in the heart of the Caro- 

linas and covering one of the 
richest, most responsive, and— 
in short—one of the best mar- 
kets in the world. 














Carnaghan Off WCAO 
Baltimore, Jan. 19. 
WCAO has let out vet announger 
John Carnaghan, who has been 
senior spieler at station for some 


years. Drop came after series of 
: differences with Tommy Lyons, 
An NBC Affiliate WCAO boss. 


New blurb-blurter on staff is John 
Burnell. Another being sought, also. 

















THE INTERNATIONAL SONGSTRESS 


CAROLYN MARSH 


Thanks KURT ROBITSCHEK 


For Pleasant Seven Weeks Engagement in 


‘LAUGHTER OVER LONDON' 
AT VICTORIA PALACE, LONDON 


e e-- . 
Now Headlining For Same Management 


ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


WITH GENERAL THEATRES TO FOLLOW 
Also Broadcasting For British Broadcasting Corporation 
and Radio Paris and Televising 
EUROPE: 
FOSTERS AGENCY 


AMERICA: 
NAT KALCHEIM AND DICK HENRY 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 











Demanded of Dagand| 


Herman Bernie office booked Bev-| tion for new trial. Whether the 
erly Roberts for ‘The Criminal Code’| case is to be taken up higher de- 


reenactment on Lux. 
ward G. Robinson. ‘ 
Same agency has set Ethel Waters, | 


Opposite Ed-| pends a great deal on what definite 
action the trade body expects to take 
and whether plaintiff accepts court’s 
| Judy Garland, Fred Lawrence, Ruby | revised judgment. In case of a new 
Keeler, Julius Tannen, Leah Ray | trial and should another jury find 
and Mary Boland with the Ben) for the plaintiff, the radio stations in 
Bernie program from Jan. 26 up to| the association will decide whether 


Feb. 23. | they are to help finance an appeal. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


| Type of station mathematics which is making reps jittery over certain 
big client stations and causing a hunt for smaller outlets is indirectly 
revealed, according to the trade, via the recently released Revenue Bureau 
figures on salaries. Government statistics show, that during the fiscal year 
of 1935, the Bamberger Broadcasting Service (WOR, New York) paid 
William G. Rambeau, its rep in Chicago and the Coast, $43,109. Most of 
this sum is figured to come from Chicago, and the take during 1936 for 
Rambeau must have been a good deal higher. 

This is interpreted as the explanation why WOR has set up its own 
offices in Chicago. Latter were probably estimated to operate on half of 
what Rambeau garnered in commissions. Manager of the Chicago WOR 
sales office gets around $8,000 plus a certain amount of commish. With a 
couple of helping salesmen, clerical aides, office rent, etc., the year’s total 
expenses are adjudged by trade observers as about $25,000, or roughly 
half of what a straight rep-commission deal had cost. 








Canadian Fur Trappers Corp., New York, last week agreed to toss its 
name into the ashcan to pacify the Federal Trade Commission. 

Entering into stipulations with the Commish, regarding broadcasts in 
which the fur company represented that it engaged its own trappers and 
had Canadian connections, Fur Trappers Corp. agreed to quit using the 
words ‘Canadian’ or ‘fur trappers’ in any manner so as to imply that it is 
a Canadian corporation, or is engaged in shooting or trapping fur-bearing 
animals in Canada or elsewhere.’ Outfit also will call furs by their right 
name, instead of dressing up their more modest skins as something ritzy. 
| Organization further promises to come clean to radio listeners when ‘any 
| dye or blend is used’ in tinting animal feathers to resemble mink or 
| ermine. 








Eastern newspaper publisher, who has several radio stations in con- 
nection with his newspaper properties, is pretty unhappy about the broad- 
casting end. He’s been shut out entirely from his biggest market. Spent 
a fortune in one town trying and failing to get a license. In another town 
two stations aie overflowing with business, while the publisher’s station 
can’t meet expenses. In still another town, his station is constantly losing 
personnel and accounts to rivals. Finally, a station in which the publisher 
is a minority stockholder, became enormously prosperous. This might 
have made the publisher happy, except that the station manager (he can’t 
fire him) is a boozer, while the publisher is a rabid dry. 





Application for a preliminary injunction restraining Voice of Time, 
which manufactures phonograph records of prominent personalities, from 
using that name was granted on Jan. 15 by Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe, 
in N. Y. Suit was brought by Time, Inc., which claimed that the name 
infringed on the trade-mark March of Time and was unfair competition. 
March of Time does not, however, make phonograph records. 
| Judge found sufficient evidence to grant a preliminary injunction pend- 
| 





| ing the final hearings, and in the interim enjoined all use of the trade-mark 
Voice of Time or similar phrase. 


Anschell Barshay is head of the latter 
firm. 





Although everyone was aware of what was coming off days in advance, 
Producer Bill Bacher of Hollywood Hotel clung to his original plan of having 
, Fred MacMurray brought on as the surprise emcee on last Friday’s (15) 
| broadcast. Not until the finish of the show was there any inkling of whom 
would take Dick Powell’s spot. Several days previous, Louella Parsons, 
| who books the guest stars for the Cambpell souper, tipped her mitt and alli 
| the dailies hopped on it. Undismayed, Bacher went ahead with his original 


| script. “It was his idea to keep the whole thing dark, even from the 
| radio éds. 


| 





| - ’ inn . =~ 
| A. L. Alexander’s friends are joshing him about his appearance in the 
| preface to a new book of nudes called ‘The Body Beautiful.’ Editor, in 
| referring to beauty in various forms, writes:. “Among the ‘manifestations 
| that have merited the term beautiful have been A. L. Alexander’s radio 
| announcements of the late Tom Noonan’s services at Chinatown’s ‘Cathe- 
| dral of the Underworid.’ Then follows the eye-poppers. 





Columbia artists’ bureau picked up a hot potato when it signed Andre 
| Kostelanetz for the Republic picture, ‘Hit Parade,’ George Washington 
| Hill heard about it and let out a yelp about Chesterfield’s musical con- 
| ductor being used for a picture whose title ties in with Lucky Strike’s 
radio program. Chesterfield people didn’t like the idea, either. 





Report in New York radio circles last week had it that Mutual was dick- 
ering to extend its Pacific connections into the northwest. Fred Weber, 








the web’s general manager, said that he knew nothing of any definite 





approach or discussions in that direction. 





BARNEY’S PRESENTS 


JIMMY JEMAIL 


Inquiring Reporter in ‘DOING THE TOWN’ 





Henry W. Hewitt, as president of the Retailers’ Service Bureaus Radio 
Broadcast, Inc., filed a petition in bankruptcy in N. Y. Federal court Mon- 
day (18). Assets were listed at $249 and liabilities $10,775. Corporation 
‘ conducted a weekly radio program. 





| 


Little Rock, Ark., city council has affixed $100 privilege tax on all radio 
| stations located in city. Tax is the same regardless of size, power or 








(WMCA, 6:00 p.m. Daily—3:15 Sun.) 


national affiliations. * 














Preparation of transcripts and filing 
fees might run as high as $200 on 
appeal in addition to attorney 
charges and whether it would be 
cheaper to the defendant to pay re. 
vised judgment of $200 and forget 
the matter altogether depends on 
what the other stations think and 
plan to do. 

Importance as a precedent of this 
action should it be closed by pay- 
ment of the judgment and dropped 
is strictly up to the broadcasters’ as- 
sociation, it was said here. Leo Teats, 
attorney for Carl Hayman of station 
KMO, says he will act, of course, on 
what his client decides, but he did 
not feel Hayman should stand the 
entire expense for an appeal to 
higher courts should another jury 
decide against him for any 
amount. 

Burkey & Burkey attorneys for 
the plaintiff in the suit, have issued 
no statement on what they intend to 
do following latest decision. Porter, 
now employed in a Seattle station, 
could not be contacted for a state- 
ment. 


‘large’ 





Terry O’Dell joining WBIM, Lan- 
sing (Mich.), as mikeman and con- 
tinuity writer. Has been chief an- 
nouncer at CRCW, Windsor (On- 
tario) for the past 15 minths. 

















agents 


for 





largest group of 
radio writers in U. S. 


——— 3 


Program ideas or special 
material for Ad Agencies, 
Stations, Stage, Screen or 
Radio stars, 


_ ASSOCIATED 
RADIO WRITERS, 


INC, 











137 Newbury Street 
BOSTON, MASS. 














HICKORY HARMON 


Third Year Airing American Associa- 
tion of Baseball for GENERAL MILLS 


CPA Survey Shows KXBY 
baseball broadcasts top-heavy 
fave program hitting summer 
ether... 

TIME AVAILABLE — Pre- 

ceding and following baseball. 
WRITE FOR RATES 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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Hands Across the Musi 
Heller Band Booking 


CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, inc. AM | 

R-C-A- BUILDING - 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA | ILLS ARTISTS, Soe. 
NeW YORK _ my SEVENTH AVE 

We are pleased to announce em We are happy 

that Mr. Irving Mills a to announce that 

is now the exclusive & the coast-to-coast 

managing director of: A facilities of 

our theatre and we Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 

phonograph record tg are now at the service of 

departments. We know all Mills Artists, Inc. 

that Mr. Mills’ varied orchestras for dance 

experience and outstanding engagements, including hotels, 

accomplishments assure cafes and ballrooms. 

orchestra and client : We believe 

alike of unequalled service. our combined efforts 

This hand-in-hand will result in 

policy undoubtedly marks the blazing of 


a great stride forward a new trail 


to BETTER BAND BOOKING. to BETTER BAND BOOKING. 


is ei. 


Charles Green, President i ills, President 
CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, INC. MILLY ARTISTS, INC, 





NEW YORK po HOLLYWOOD 


BETTER BAND ws 
CLEVELAND DALLAS 


CHICAGO 
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UP TO 500 NEW STATIONS ARE POSSIBLE; 


F.C.C. TECHNICAL REALLOCATION ANGLE 








Clear Channel Reduction But Okay for Super-Power 
—Emphasis on Social and Economic Factors, 
Less on Engineering Favored 


Washington, Jan. 19. 
confidence in present 
but urging im- 


Reaffirming 
regulatory policies, 
provement in the nature of radio 
service, Federal Communications 
Cemmission engineers last week pro- 
poSed numerous major changes in 
government attitude toward broad- 
casting problems. 

In preliminary report on last Octo- 
ber’s reallocation hearings, 


bitrary, 


Chief | 


Engineer T. A. M. Craven advocated: | 


| page 


power. 

(2) Reduction in number of clear | 
channels. 

(3) General upping of wattage, 
particularly for local stations. 

(4) Two additional station cate- 
gories. 

(5) Regular assignments in the 


1510-1600 ke band. 
(6) Higher technical standards. 


(7) Greater flexibility in engineer- 
-ing and operating rules, as well as 
in application of general policies. 








Opening — “THE 
Cedar Grove, N. J., Jan. 20th 

Per. Rep.—ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 
1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 

Mgt.—M.C.A. 


MEADOWBROOK” 











Fred Allen 
Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 





* uo WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 


Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 


¥ 





| 


' clear-channels, minimum power 50 
kw; Class B, similar to clear chan- 
| nels, except low-power stations will 
be permitted to use the same. fre- 
quencies, minimum power of 10 to 50 
kw, five channels; Class C, similar 
to high power regionals, minimum, 
| power 5 to 50 kw, 14 channels; Class 
(8) Duplication on certain chan-|p _ sgjmilar to regionals, minimum 
nels. power 1 to 5 kw, 30 channels; Class 

With Craven and his assistant 0N|— similar to regionals close to- 
broadcast matters, Andrew D. Ring, | gether, minimum power 500 watts 
hesitating to recommend any basic | to 1 kw. 10 channels: and Class F, 
new policies, the report placed great) similar to locals, minimum power 
stress on the need for cautious re- 
vision of the existing system and 
called for flexibility rather than ar- 
rigid procedure, Engineers 
outlined bases for many possible al- 
terations in the rule-book and the 


100 to 250 watts, six channels. 


CLEARED CHANNELS 


Retention of the theory of reserv- 
ing specified number of frequencies 


Commish platform but left up to the |for exclusive use by not more than 
(1) Gradual trend toward super- | 


Broadcast Division the final respon- 


; one station is urged, but experts 
sibility as well as many details. 


think the number should be cut from 
40 as at present. Minimum of 25 
| channels for solo operation is advo- 
angle of the 43- cated. Duplication of widely- 
report was recommendation | spaced stations is suggested but not 
that the Commish pay closer atten- a general proposition. 


tion to social and economic aspects 
SUPERPOWER 


of the broadcasting business and the | 
While economic and social factors 


Social and Economie 


One outstanding 


as 


effect of government regulation on | 
these angles. Throughout the docu-| 


ment. Craven and Ring refrained 


| from offering concrete recommenda- 





tions because they felt the Broad- 
cast Division should ponder these 
phases adopting new principles and 
regs. 

Creation of berths for from 40 to 
500 new stations would be the prin- 
cipal effect if the Commish adopts 
the engineers’ reallocation plan. Far 
overshadowing the importance of 
superpower, this phase of the report 
was a surprise, since there had been 
few indications the experts were 


| 


| may outweigh advantages to be 
| gained from juice jumps, engineers 
| believe power in excess of present 


|maximum, 50 kw, is ‘technically 
sound and in accord with scientific 
progress. Commish should treat 


each request for higher wattage in- 


or 500 kw. There should not be any 
rigid maximum on_ permissible 
wattage. 


DUPLICATION 





ready to propose means of increas- 


ing the number of stations, which | 
now is between 600 and 700. This | 


would be accomplished by establish- 
ing six different types of stations, 
ranging from low-power plants de- 
signed to provide town and village 
coverage to clear channel type. 

The new part of the spectrumi—ten 
channels between 1510 and 1600 kc— 
should be reserved for local service, 
the engineers said. Leaving up to the 


While 25 channels should be re- 


| 
| 
| 


dividually and should not compel all | 
clear-channel operators to go to 100 | 


served for exclusive use, duplication | 


should be permitted on other fre- 
quencies to prevent waste of facili- 
} ties. All stations should be per- 
mitted to run without time limita- 
tions. With cautious handling, Com- 
mish can permit stations of one class 
to use facilities of another group 
when necessary. 
| isfied no harm will be done to sta- 


Commish the matter of exact distri-| tions regularly assigned to certain 
bution, they advanced three different | frequencies, it might permit another 
methods which would accommodate | class of transmitters to use the same 
40 outlets with 5 kw, 200 with 1 kw, frequency, with the newcomer re- 
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300 with 500 watts. 400 with 250 
watts, or 500 with 100 watts. 

Demand for additional stations was 
admitted by the experts. Pointing 
out that 329 cities witi from 10,000 
to 100,000 people do not have their 
own broadcasting facilities as well 
as 562 radioless smaller towns, re- 
port said that new berths provided 
by reallocation should be devoted 
almost exclusively to transmitters 
rendering local service. Rearrange- 
ment of present locals was urged, but 
no specific reshuffling plan was ad- 
vanced. 


Following is the gist of the re- 
port on major issues: 


STATION CATEGORIES 


Experts proposed six types of 
transmitters, advocating rule changes 
which will put permanent end to 
limited-time and shared-hour opera- 
| tion. Declaring all transmitters 
should be allowed to operate with- 
out brakes on the clock, engineers 
explained slight reallocation com- 
bined with additional frequencies 
and reclassification would bring this 
about. 

New groupings proposed are: Class 








A, 25 frequencies, similar to present 
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quired to conform to strict engineer- 
ing standards. 


SYNCHRONIZATION 


Although experts advocate simul- 
taneous operation by all stations, 
synchronization was nixed as a gen- 
eral practice. Report said too much 
synchronous operation holds down 
service to the public and is waste- 
ful use of limited facilities. 


STATION SEPARATION 


| Modernized rules governing dis- 
tance between stations should be 
adopted. Commish ought to stick 
to present policy of not permitting 
adjacent stations using the same or 
close frequencies but in view of tech- 
nical advancement might narrow the 
separation standards. 

Continuance of 10 ke separation 





between frequencies was recom- 
mended but revision of present 
mileage figures was urged. Drop 


from 50 to 40 ke in separation be- 
tween frequencies of stations in same 
geographical area was suggested. 
Action on applications for super- 
power stations will be 
periding receipt of social and eco- 
nomic data as suggested in realloca- 
tion report, Chairman Eugene Sykes 


Broadcast Division predicted today 

(19). 
Agreeing 

Cravens’ 


with Chief Engineer 
assertion that social and 


nical considerations, Sykes expressed 
thought that no decision about pro- 
cedure should be reached until divi- 
sion has opportunity to ponder ad- 
ditional dope concerning costs, 
profits, effect on other stations, and 
general program service. 

General indication in Commish 
circles is that each of dozen pending 


clear channels will be referred to 
examiners for ventilation. 





Les Atlass and Jack Von Volken- 


Chicago, zipped down to St. Louis 
last week for a bit of biz huddling 
| with Jimmy Shouse, chief of Colum- 
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‘Roosevelt Hostile to ‘Miniature Independent 


Governments’—Would Shift Authority 





Washington, Jan. 19. 

Transfer of administrative work in 
connection with the Communications 
Act to a Commerce Department Bu- 
reau and maintenance of the Federal 
Communications Commission as an 
dealing with 
matters, ef- 


appellate body, only 


quasi-judicial will be 


fected if Congress approves the gov- | 


ernment reorganization plan sub- 
mitted to Congress last week 


President Roosevelt. 

While the long report, drafted by 
three White House advisers, failed 
to mention the FCC by name, inde- 
pendent regulatory bodies were as- 
sailed in highly critical terms and 
proposal was advanced that all be 
brought under jurisdiction of the 
President, instead of being free from 
control by the White House. Under 
this scheme, the FCC would be sliced 
into several parts, with all work re- 


| lated to issuance of grants assumed 


by the Commerce Department and 


the judicial functions 
separate. 
Stingeroo 


President’s committee minced few 
words in rapping the independent 


institutions. Noting their broad | 
powers, the report asserted ‘they are | 
in reality miniature independent | 


governments set up to deal with the 
railroad problem, the banking prob- 
lem, or the .radio problem. They 
constitute a headless ‘fourth branch’ 
of the Government, a haphazard de- 
posit of 
uncoordinated powers. 
lence to the basic theory of the 
American’ Constitution,’ that there 
should be three major branches of 
the Government, and only three. 
Congress has found no effective way 
of supervising them; they cannot be 
controlled by the President, and they 
are answerable to the courts only in 
respect to the legality of their ac- 
tivities.’ 

While the reorganization plan was 
not advanced in much detail, the 
scheme proposed by the White 
House experts and commended by 
the President would sever the ad- 
ministrative and judicial work of 
such agencies as the FCC. 

‘Under this proposed plan the reg- 
ulatory agency would be set up, not 
in a governmental vacuum outside 
the executive department, but with- 
in a department,’ committee said. 
‘There it would be divided into an 
adminftstrative and a judicial section. 
The administrative section would be 
a regular bureau or division in the 
department, headed by a chief with 
career tenure and staffed under civil 
service regulations. It would be di- 
rectly responsible to the Secretary 
and through him to the President. 
The judicial section, on the other 
hand, would be ‘in’ the department 
only for purposes of ‘administrative 
housekeeping,’ such as the budget, 
general personnel administration, 
and material. It would be wholly in- 
dependent of the department and the 
President with respect to its work 
and its decisions. Its members would 
be appointed by the President, with 
the approval of the Senate, for long, 
staggered terms, and would be re- 
movable only for causes stated in 
the statute. 

‘The division of work between the 
two sections would be relatively 
simple. The first procedural steps in 
the regulatory process as now car- 
ried on by the independent com- 
missions would go to the adminis- 
trative section. It would formulate 


They do vio- 


by | 


being kept | 


irresponsible agencies and | 


rules, initiate action, investigate 
complaints, hold preliminary hear. 
ings, and by a process of sifting and 
selection, prepare the formal record 
of cases, which is now prepared in 
practice by the staffs of the comm)s. 
sions, It would, of course, do all the 
purely administrative or sublecic. 
| lative work now done by the com- 
| missions—in short, all the work 
which is not essentially judicial in 
| nature. The judicial section would 
sit as an impartial, independent body 
| to make decisions affecting the pub- 
lic interest and private rights upon 
the basis of the records and findings 
presented to it by the administrative 
| section. In certain types of cases 
where the volume of business is 
large, and quick and routine action 
is necessary, the administrative.sec. 
tion should in the first instance de- 
cide the case and issue orders, and 
the judicial section should sit as an 
appellate body, to which such de- 
cisions could be appealed on ques- 
tions of law.’ 
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4 New Rules of Procedure Urged 


Radio Bar Assn. Recommends Changes in 


F. C. C. Official Style of Doing Biz 


Washington, Jan. 19. 
Amendment of the rules and reg- 
ulations of the Federal Communica- 


tions Commission last week was rec- 
ommended by the Federal Communi- 
cations Bar Association, group of ra- 
dio attorneys practicing before the 
commish. 

In a letter to Commish Chairman 
Prall, Louis G. Caldwell, president 
of the F. C. B. A., set forth several 


cedure, and warned the broadcast 
division that more suggested altera- 
tions would be forthcoming. 

These recommendations are not to 
be considered as implying that, in 
the opinion of either the (F. C. B. 
A.) executive committee or the com- 
mittee on practice and procedure, no 
other or further revision of the rules 
and regulations is necessary, Cala- 
well said. A number of other pro- 
posed changes are under discussion 


tion and report. 

Broadcast attorneys requested the 
commish to change its rules on ar 
plications conditionally granted 
without hearing so as to place the 
burden of proof and procedure on 
the applicant, in all cases where the 
request is for a new station or a 
change in status of an established 
transmitter, In all other’ cases, 
Caldwell’s group recommended, the 
burden of proof and proceeding at 
the hearing should be upon the 
protestant. 

First and Last Word 


Instead of the present custom of 
permitting the protestant to open 
and close hearings on protests, Cald- 
well recommended to Prall that the 
party bearing the burden of proof 
should be allowed the first and last 
word. Simplification of commish 
rule affecting the appearance of ap- 
plicant also was asked, with the rec- 
ommendation that proceedings un- 
der Title III (Rule 105.25) of the 
broadcast section of the Communi- 
cations Act be altered to require 
service upon the applicant only. 

Attorneys, in the opinion of the 
F. C. B. A., should be permitted to 
speak for their clients when it is 
necessary to personally subscribe 
and verify applications, complaints, 
petitions, amendments or other 
pleading relating to a proceeding be- 
for the commish, The present rul- 
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ing calls for verification by the ap- | 


plicant or ‘by an officer or duly au- 
thorized employee of the party filing 
the document if the party be a cor- 
poration.’ 


Other recommendations submitted | 
to Prall asked that licensees of trans- | 
mitters and applicants for new or'| 


improved facilities in the same city 
or metropolitan area should be 
named as respondents in connection 


and called for the establishment of 
a motions court which would assist 
in maturing cases for hearing. 
Broadcast Division should set up a 
court to which ‘all matters arising in 
connection with an application which 
has been designated for hearing’ 
could be referred, such matters in- 
cluding ‘inter alia, continuances, de- 
murrers, amendments, deposition or- 
ders, dismissals and miscellaneous 
petitions, radio lawyers advised. 


; | Caldwell also asked that appeals to 
and will be the subject of later ac- | the broadcast divisiomshould be pro- 


| with all requests for additional or | 
‘ sot} . er ahe o or So - i. 2 é : ° eae . | 
suggestions for changing current reg- | improved facilities in the same area | 
ulations affecting practice and pro-| 


vided. 
Renewed demands for thorough 
ventilation of all activities of the | 


Federal Communications Commission | 
and alleged monopolistic trends in | 


the radio industry 
Congress last week. 

Declaring that a 
comprehensive shampooing is im- 
perative, Congressman William P. 
Connery Jr. of Massachusetts, per- 


were made in 


thorough and 


both the government agency and 
commercial broadcasters. Probers 
would have power to subpoena Com- 
mish records and compel attendance 
of license-holders. 


CRAVEN-RING 





Washington, Jan. 19. 

General approval of the realloca- 
tion recommendations of Chief En- 
gineer T. A. M. Craven of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commissicn 
was voiced by industry representa- 
tives hez¢ last week. 

White miiry individuals who ap- 
peared at iast Fall’s public hearings 
wanted more time to crystallize their 
thoughts, execs of the two major 
networks appeared satisfied despite 
the sharp conflict between NBC and 


CBS over superpower when the 
hearings took place. The clear- 
channel _ faction likewise acted 


pleased on the whole, while region- 
als had some praise for the en- 
gineers’ suggestions. 

Heartiest commendation came 
from Louis D. Caldwell, principal at- 


thing it requested, Caldwell said ‘We 
are eminently satisfied with Commr. 
Craven’s recommendation that the 
number of cleared channels be kept 
at 25 and his suggestion that the 
present power limitation be abol- 
ished. These were two points which 


hearings. There are some minor 
points about which we have some 
doubts—such as the suggestion that 
the distinction between day and 
night power be wiped out and the 
recommendation that the ten chan- 
nels between 1500 and 1600 kc be 
opened up for regular use by local 
stations. We question the advisability 
of indiscriminate grants of more 
power and large numbers of new 
will proceed cautiously on these 
points.’ 

The CBS reaction as expressed by 
vice-president Harry W. Butcher 
was: ‘A very competent and compre- 
hensive report and very well done. 
It appears to be in harmony with 
the best thought in the industry and 
with the bulk of evidence stibmitted 
at the hearing.’ 

NBC position was more cautiously 
stated. Declaring he did not want 
to express judgment on the super- 
power recommendation or other 
specific recommendations without 
making further study, Vice-President 
Frank M. Russell said: “The report 


eral calibre of testimony given by 
our engineers.’ 





torney for clear-channel operators. | 
While this crowd did not get every- | 


our group stressed very much at the | 


sistent gadfly of the F. C. C., offered | 
a resolution authorizing a select com- | 
mittee of seven lawmakers to grill | 


— 


PAPER OKAYED 





| 
| 





stations and hope the Commission | 


seems to be consistent with the gen- 


] 


| 


F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Jan. 19. 

Colorado: S. H. Patterson, Denver, denied petition 
for dismissal without prejudice for construction per- 
mit for new station to be operated on 1570 ke with 1 
kw (also denied petition for reinstatement of appli- 
cation). 

Florida: Earl Weir, St. Petersburg, granted petition 
of WSUN, Clearwater, Fla., to remand application of 
Earl Weir for station to operate on 1370 ke with 100 
watts to the examiner for further hearing on finances 
and need; WJAX, the City of Jacksonville, Jackson- 
ville, granted petition to intervene in hearing on appli- 
cation of the Florida Broadcasting Co. (WMBR), Jack- 
sonville, for frequency change from 1370 ke to 1120 
ke, increase power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, to 1 kw all times. 

Kansas: WREN, Lawrence, granted motion to post- 
pone hearing on application of WCAE, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
for license renewal which was scheduled for Feb. 3, 
until after commish shall have acted upen a pending 
application for transfer of control of WREN Broadcast- 
ing Co. 

Michigan: Harold F. Gross and Edmund C. Shields, 
Saginaw, and WBCM, James E. Davidson, Bay City, 
commish suspended its order granting without hearing 
application of WBCM for day power boost from 500 
watts to 1 kw and designated same for hearing. Also 
denied petition of WBCM to dismiss and strike pro- 
test of Harold F. Gross and Edmund C. Shields, who 
have application for, new station to be operated on 
950 kc with 500 watts days only, at Saginaw. 

Minnesota: J. T. Bilben and N. G. Barnard, Walker, 
denied new station to be operated on 1310 kc with 100 
watts, commish sustaining Examiner John P. Bram- 
hall. 

Montana: KFBB, Great Falls, commish reconsidered 
action of Sept. 22 in designating application for re- 
newal of license for hearing and dismissed same from 
docket. Renewal application of KFBB was designated 
for hearing because of request of Ed Klies for its 
facilities. Klies application was dismissed from the 
hearing docket on applicant’s request. 

New York: WMFF, Plattsburg, granted change in 
hours from days to unlimited, using 100 watts after 
sunset, 1310 ke with 250 watts days, 100 watts nights; 
WOKO, Albany, granted authority to intervene in 
application of Hearst Radio, Inc., for permission to 
erect a new station at Albany, to be operated on 1240 
ke with 1 kw (same authority given WABY, Albany, 
for the same purpose). 

Oregon: Struble, Strong & Fagan, The Dalles, dis- 
missed with prejudice application for new station to 
be operated on 1200 kc with 100 watts. 

Pennsylvania: Philadelphia Radio Broadcasting Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, granted petition to intervene in the 
hearing on the application of the Trenton Times, Tren- 
ton, N. J., for authority to construct new special broad- 
cast station in Trenton to be operated on 1570 ke with 
250 watts (also granted authority to intervene in Mid- 
Atlantic Corp.’s application for permission to establish 
new transmitter at Washington, D. C., to be operated 
on 1570 ke with 1 kw). 

South Carolina: Pee Dee Broadcasting Co., Florence, 
granted motion to dismiss without prejudice applica- 
tion for new station to be operated on 950 ke with 1 
kw, days only. 

Texas: John S. Braun, Waco, denied petition for post- 
ponement of hearing scheduled for Feb. 15 on new 
station application for 1500 ke with 100 watts day- 
times. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Alabama: Seaboard Investment Co., Montgomery, 
new station to be operated on 610 ke with 250 watts 
nights, 500 watts days; WHBB, Selma Broadcasting 
Co., consent to voluntary assignment of license from 
W. G. Reynolds, Jr., J. C. Hughes and J. S. Allen to 
the Selma Broadcasting Co., Inc. 

California: Salinas Newspapers, Inc., Salinas, new 
station to be operated on 1390 kc with 250 watts days 
only; KDB, Santa Barbara Broadcasters, Ltd., Santa 
Barbara, change frequency from local 1500 ke to te- 
gional 1220 kc and boost power from 100 watts to 250 
watts nights, 500 watts days: KF VD, Standard Broad- 
casting Co., Los Angeles, change frequency from 1000 
kc to 990 kc. 

Georgia: R. W. Page Corp., Columbus, new steion 
to be operated on 610 ke with 250 watts; WRBL, Co- 
lumbus, change frequency from 1200 to 950 kc, boost 
power from 100 watts nights and 250 watts days, to 250 
watts nights and 500 watts days. 

Illinois: Robert Raymond McCulla, Oak Park, new 
station to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts, days 
only. 

Washington: Central Broadcasting Corp., Centralia, 
new station to be operated on 1440 ke with 500 watts. 

Wisconsin: WIBA, Badger Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Madison, night juice jump from 1 to 5 kw. 


NEW PETITIONS 


Alabama: WBRC, Birmingham, boost day power from 
1 to 5 kilowatts; Archie E. Everage Andalusia, new 
station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

California: KGGC, San Francisco, change frequency 
from 1420 to 1370 kc, power from 100 watts to 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, hours of operation from 
specified to unlimited (contingent on KRE’s applica- 
tion being granted for frequency change from 1370 to 
1440 kc). 

Colorado: KFEL, Eugene P. O’Fallon, Inc., Denver, 
boost power from 500 watts to 1 kw, change hours of 
operation from sharing with KVOD, Denver, to un- 
limited. 

Iowa: Western Union College, Le Mars, new station 
to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Michigan: Leonard A. Versluis, Grand Rapids, new 
station to be operated on 830 kc with 500 watts, days 
only. 

North Carolina: Carolinas Radio, Inc., Charlotte, new 
station to be operated on 880 ke with 500 watts nights, 
1 kw days. 

Ohio: Valley Broadcasting Co., Youngstown, new 
station to be operated on 1350 ke with 1 kw; Ohio 
Broadcasting Co., Steubenville, new station to be oper- 
ated on 780 kc with 250 watts days; Ohio Broadcasting 
Co., East Liverpool, new station to be operated on 1350 
ke with 250 watts, days only; Ohio Broadcasting Co., 
Salem, new daytime station to be operated on 1420 ke 
with 100 watts. 

Texas: J. Laurance Martin, Amarillo, new station to 
be operated on 1120 ke with 250 watts, specified hours 
(7 a. m. to 8 p. m.); KGKL, KGKL Inc., San Angelo, 
change frequency from 1370 to 940 kc and jump power 
from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw nights, 
5 kw days. 

Washington: KHQ, Louis Wasmer, Inc., Spokane, in- 
crease night power from 1 to 5 kw. 

West Virginia: WHIS, Daily Telegraph Printing Co., 
Bluefield, increase power from 500 watts nights, 1 kw 
days, to 1 kw all times. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 





Third Degree for Announcers 
New Orleans. 
All applicants for announcing posi- 
tions at WWL here are required to 
read the following dialog correctly 
as part of a test given by the sta- 
tion management: 
She: Are you copper-plating those 


pipes? 
He: No. I’m aluminuming ‘em, | 
mum. 
Try it. 


WFIL’s Women’s Club of Air 
Philadelphia. 


Monthly meeting of WFIL’s wom- | 
+, club of air, scheduled for today | 


ednesday) will take place in Con- 
Hall, Philly, in connection 
Observance Week 
will be suvplied 


vention 
with Air 


Entertainment by 


Shep Fields. Earle stage show, road | 
troupe of ‘Dead End,’ and several | 
Martha Laine, (Mar- | 
garet ‘Mike’ Schaefer) handles pro-| 


nitery shows. 


gram. 
Modeled on NBC’s ‘American | 
Town Hall.’ new series is ethered | 


this week by WFIL, Philly. Tabbed | 


Philadelphia Town Meeting, it will 
bring local biggies before mike in 


controversial topics. 
Grievance Program 
Detroit. 

‘Let the People Speak,’ weekly 
half-hour program airing administra- 
tion of public affairs, starts Saturday 
(146) over WJBK, with Aaron Kur- 
land in charge. 

Each 
chosen at random, will air their 
grievances on public affairs. Open- 
ing guests will be Albert Cobo, city 
treasurer, and Kenneth J. McCarren, 
member of Detroit board of assessors. 





KHJ at Plane Smash-up 
Los Angeles. 
Lew Weiss’ KHJ (Los Angeles) 
special events crew copped a fast 
march on other Coast stations by 
broadcasting first-hand accounts of 
the plane wreck just outside of 
L. A. from the scene of the crash. 








COMBINATION! 





| Harold Perry, 
| Denton, 
| Turner, 
| land of the technical staff. 


exhibit. | 


| from 11:30 to noon. 
| the 


broadeast several persons, | 





| shots. 
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; Commentators rushed to the scene 


told of the difficulties in removing 
the injured passengers from the ship 
and other information surrounding 
the tragedy. Dialers were kept ad- 
vised up to 3 a.m, on the progress of 
rescue parties and the condition of 
Martin and Osa Johnson, big game 
hunters, and others in the crackun. 

In the KHJ expedition were Wil- 
lett Brown, assistant manager. KHJ: 
chief engineer: Ted 
Frank Kennedy, Glenn 
Murray Bolen and T. Rag- 


A Feud Is Always Good 
Atlanta. 
with three rather 
its hands, 


Finding itself 
dull programs on 


things into a semblance of anima- 
tion. The three announcers involved 
on the participating programs, Dan 
Hornsby, John Fulton and Jim Dav- 
enport, got their heads together and 
decided they’d start a feud, which 
was done. 

Hornsby, who announced ‘Musical 
Sun Dial’ from 7:15 to 8:15 a. m., 


started the fireworks with some de- | 


‘ : e as . | rogatory 
weekly 30-minute session vu! gab on} Be : 


remarks 
‘Musical 


about Fulton and 
Pickups,’ which is on 
Fulton took up 
cudgels against Hornsby and 
also dragged Davenport, who mikes 
a ‘Let’s Dance’ program from 11:30 
to midnight, into the embroglio. 
Davenport, being last at bat, came 
back with some dirty cracks about 
both his co-workers. 

There has been a tremendous re- 
sponse, with the public taking sides, 
and letters have been pouring into 
the station. All three programs 
have been lifted from the category 
of routine and there has been a 
greater demand for spots on them. 


his 





Dishing the Dame Gossip 
Greenville, S. C. 

WFBC airs program every week 
day except Saturday with large 
femme following which proves a de- 
cided door-opener to local mer- 
chants catering to women. Fifteen- 
minute program tagged ‘Betty Talks 
of Shops and Things’ reaches the air 
at 10 a. m. and consists of much 
‘name’ chatter of who-is-visiting-who 
and who-gave-what-party, with con- 
tinual well inserted plugs about 
where Betty Martin (the aircaster of 
the stint) has seen femme bargains. 

While voice of Mrs. Martin is not 
the last word in diction she never- 
theless presents her chatty material 
with convincing sincerity and works 
the shop plugs into her script in a 
manner which never offends. Pro- 
gram causes many a local femme to 
go to biz district at once to oogle 
bargains referred to on program. 





Milkman’s Matinee P.T. Tie-Up 
New York City. 

Milkman’s Matinee, which airs six 
times weekly over WNEW, N-.Y., 
from 2 until 7 a.m., made tie-up with 
Postal Telegraph whereby a photo- 
graphic layout in miniature poster 
form is spotted in all offices of the 
company in the Greater New York 
and eastern New Jersey area. Radio 
station has special Postal wire in- 
stalled which brings in telegraphic 
requests for tunes to be played on 
the program. Poster is a ballyhoo 
for this service. 

It shows Stan Shaw, chief an- 
nouncer of Milkman’s Matinee, in 
action conducting the broadcast by 
means of eight candid photograph 
Also plugs the fact that 26,453 
telegrams were received on this pro- 
| Sram in one year’s time. 


WGST | 
| cast about for something to hypo the 





| search 


| that the turnover 
| 1936 would allow for an increase of 
| only 











If the Paper Owns Station 
All Reporters Are Spielers 


Atlanta, Jan. 19. 

WSB is fairly crawling with an- 
nouncing talent now. Since the 
50,000-watter is owned and operated 
by the Atlanta Journal, every re- 
porter and staff man is a potential 
announcer. Ed H. Bradley and C. E. 
Gregory, political writers, and Jake 
Carlton, city hall reporter, were the 
latest members of the paper’s staff 
to go before ihe mike. 

Station conducts an ‘Editorial 
Hour’ each week which has turned 
out to be a popular feature. 





Radio Set Census 


Ballot which is now being carried 
on by mail among the members of 
the Joint Committee on Radio Re- 
will determine whether it 
will underwrite a revised count 
the number of radio homes. Joint 
committee had asked its own tech- 
nical committee to determine what 
methods were to be used to bring 
the compilation up to date, as of Jan. 
1, 1937, and the latter committee 
recommended that the whole thing 
be dropped. 

Preliminary information disclosed 
in radio sets for 


6% over the Jan. 1, 1936, total, 
and the technical committee decided 
that the difference would run to 
negligible proposition if an attempt 
were made to spread it over 3,047 
counties. It has also been suggested 
that the committee try by a logical 
process to estimate a new figure, but 
refrain from devising a breakdown 
by counties. 


Baltimore Air News Up 


Baltimore, Jan. 19. 

WCAO yesterday (Monday) con- 
tracted for I.N.S., thus making fourth 
and final Balto broadcaster to ac- 
quire a news source. Station already 
has sponsor set to start in oa Feb. 1, 
b.rZing four five-min. newscasts 
daily. WFBR yesterday bagged new 








account for newscasts, getting Regal | 


Laundry contracted to commence on 
Feb. 1, sponsoring quarter-hour 
blocks of bulletins each weekday. 

That hikes total sponsored time for 
news periods on the four Balto 
broadcasters to a weekly of 15 hours, 
50 minutes. 





Josef Hornik Shifts Duties 
San Francisco, Jan. 19. 
Josef Hornik, after several years 
as conductor of the Woman’s Maga- 
zine of the Air and Western Farm 
and Home Hour ork at the NBC stu- 
dios here, will devote all his time to 
a weekly Viennese program and two 


other network airers beginning 
Feb. 1. 
Ricardo (Harvey Peterson) will 


take over the WMA and Farm and 
Home broadcasts on the same: date. 





| the Clay Center, Neb., radio station, 
| KMMJ, and Fred B. Howard, editor 


| (same 


Not Worth Cost, | 
Says Committee 


of | 








‘Nonsense Idea in Local Commercial 


Ducking Curse of Sheer Blah-Blah 


STATION BUYS NEWSPAPER 


KMMJ, Clay Center Acquires Local 
Sheet—Hires Editor 








Pampa, Tex., Jan. 19, 
KPDN, Pama (Tex.), has sold the 
Comptom Service station on the idea 
of sponsor-kidding in the commer. 
cials, with the result that someth 








; in 
Lincoln. Jan. 19. like the following now comme 

Deal was set this week between through the loudspeaker: 
Searle & Son, manager-owners of For a quick pick-up, drink Mobil- 


gas. It will pick you up and lay you 
down. There’s a mistaken impres- 
sion that Mobilgas is a motor fuel. 
Well, there’s no fuel like an old 
fuel. And Mobilgas is old enough to 
walk. And—here’s an idea. For 
speedy service phone 9-9-9 Pampa. 
It's Comp Compton’s Magnolia Ser. 


and owner of the Clay County Sun 
town) for the station to be- 
come the proprietor of the news- 
paper immediately. 

Howard was paid $20,000 on the 
deal and will be given a weekly sal- 





ary to contribute his column, ‘Sun- | Vice Station, Atchison and Cuyler, 
beams.’ Then walk ten miles back to where 

This is the fourth radio station- & timed car is and wait twenty-four 
newspaper tieup in the state in a | hours before they get there. A man 
year. | starved to death once waiting for 





one of the Four Aces to fix a fiat! 
This made the others jealous and 
they went on a sit-down strike. You 
couldn’t tell the difference in service, 
though, so they got disgusted and 
called it off. But you STILL can't 
tell the difference in service! If you 
WANT service, DON’T go to Comp 
Compton’s Magnolia Service, Atchi- 


WGY Branching Into New 
Activities with Erection 


Of New Gen. Elect. Bldg. 


ee ae ae son and Cuyler, telephone 9-9-9 
mie ee ae er ee Pampa. And in the meantime, Comp 
Erection of a new studio building Compton will present Oscar and 
. > 6 ri 1OH<-c - « ie ~ : oe 7 
oe ores wee a te ory samience Elmer (the program) tomorrow at 
Studio and an electric-demonstra-| 49 noon. Start running right now,’ 
tion kitchen studio, presages a more Sponsor has signed 78 similar 
active merchandising policy by plugs, after being convinced that 
NBC’s 50,000 watt outlet in Sche- they attract an audience 
. . ° c c c . 
nectady. The glassed-in kitchen will ; 


feature electrical appliances manu- 
factured by General Electric, owner 
of station and builder of the mod- 
ernistic structure for which ground 
is soon to be broken. 

WGY has not, during its 15 years’ 
operation, made a bid for visual 
auditors, except on a ‘Community 
Night’ program sponsored for a time 
by GE in a talent and ticket tie-up 
with GE dealers in cities and towns ™ 
within a 150-mile radius of Schenec- 
tady. This stanza unfolded before 
audiences of 400 to 600 in Rice Hall, 
with the ‘House of Magic’ show fol- 
lowing. 


Kuhn Returns to WSM 
Nashville, Jan. 19. 
Casper B. Kuhn, Jr., has resigned 
as production manager of WSIX, 
and returned to WSM. 
Will handle sound effects and do 
turns at announcing 











A few visitors have been ad- 
mitted during broadcasts to the 
Schenectady and Albany studios 


(latter in the De Witt Clinton hotel), 
but with the completion of the new 
studio building, regular audience 
airings will be programmed. In 
general, merchandising will be con- 
ducted on a more aggressive basis. 

Incidentally, the fact that WGY 
operates an Albany studio is now 
being air-mentioned regularly. Sta- 
tion wishes to emphasize the fact 
that it is an Albany as well as a 
Schenectady enterprise, although ac- 
tivity at the Albany end has been 
at a minimum for the past several 
years. 














WSM 73,783 Mail Count 


Nashville, Jan. 19. 

Mail from listeners broke all rec- 
ords during the first week of the 
new year at Radio Station WSM, 
when 73,783 pieces of mail were 
tabbed. 

Harry Stone says: ‘We don’t know 
the answer—maybe you do.’ 


MARIO BRAGGIOTTI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Recently Headlined at 
Paramount Theatre, New 
York, and Featured at Cor- 


inthian Room, Hotel Pierre 


(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Ine. 








SHOWMANSHIP CALENDAR | 


February, 1937 











HARRY 








the month of January. 


Retail Dry Goods Assn.) 


Drama League of America, 127 W. 
York City. 


York City. 
National Sportsmen’s Show, Feb. 


den, New York City. 


Penn Avenue, Washington, D. C. 


U. S., 1789. 
(2) Candlemas (groundhog) Day. 














sohn-Bartholdy, 1809. 


(Showmanship being largely dependent on stunts, 
tie-ups, etc., in connection with established holidays 
and events, Variety herewith presents a calendar for 
This calendar is published 
monthly from material copyrighted by the National 


SPECIAL WEEKS DURING FEBRUARY 
National Drama Week, Feb. 1 to 7; sponsored by the 


Boy Scout Anniversary Week, Feb. 
by the Boy Scouts of America, 2 Park Avenue, New 


New York City; sponsored by National Sportsmen, Inc., 
366 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
Dog Show, Feb. 10, 11, 12, at Madison Square Gar- 


National Defense Week, Feb. 12 to 22; sponsored by 
the Reserve Officers’ Association of the U. S., 1653 


Better American Speech Week, Feb. 20 to 26; spon- 
sored by the National Association of American Speech, 
174 West 76th Street, New York City. 


SPECIAL DAYS DURING FEBRUARY 
(1) George Washington elected first president of the 


(3) Birthday of Horace Greeley, 1811; also Mendels- 


(7) 
Ruskin, 1819. 
(9) Theodore 


Shrove Tuesday 


brated as Mardi Gras in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana; 
U. S. Bureau organized, 1870. 

(10) Ash Wednesday—beginning of Lent. 

(11) Birthday of Thomas A. Edison, 1847. 


43rd Street, New (12) Lincoln's 


holiday in Georgia; birthday of Peter Cooper, inventor 
of America’s first locomotive, 1791. 

(14) St. Valentine’s Day; Race Relations Sunday; ao 
Oregon admitted to the Union, 1859; ditto Arizona, 
1912; Bell and Gray patented telephone, 1876; first Sun- 


7 to 13; sponsored 


8 to 27; held in 
day in Lent. 


(17) Opening of Suez Canal, 1867. 

(18) Phonograph patented by Edison, 1878. 

(19) Ohio admitted to the Union, 1803. 

(22) Washington’s birthday, 1732—legal holiday in 
all states; birthday of* James Russell Lowell, 1819. 

(24) Jewish Fast of Esther (Adar 13, begins sunset 


previous day). 


Sales promotion note: February accounts for 5.8% of 
the department store’s annual sales, ranking last of all 
months; best sellers are piece goods and home fur- 


nishings, 


(6) Massachusetts admitted to the Union, 1788 
Birthday of Charles Dickens, 


(25) Jewish Feast of Lots (Adar 14, begins sunset 
previous day); birthday of Victor Hugo, 1802. 

(26) Birthday of W: F. ‘Buffalo Bill’ Cody, 1846. 

(27) Birthday of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1807. 


SALTER 


CONDUCTS 
THE LUCKY STRIKE 
HIT PARADE 
EVERY SATURDAY OVER 


COLUMBIA NETWORK 
10-10:30 P.M. EST 


1812; also John 


Roosevelt National Memorial Day; 
(day before Ash Wednesday) cele- 


Birthday, 1809; Georgia Day—legal 
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GRACIE 
BARRIE 


STARRING IN 
“THE SHOW IS ON” 





AT THE ; 
WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 
Excl. Mgt. HERMAN BERNIE, 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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~ DECEMBER MUSIC 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE. DURING DECEMBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 














6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music as Reported by Leading Jobbers 





SURVEY 


Oe ee eee _-— 


VARIETY 47 
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NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
Song—No. 1 ‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ ‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ -| ‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ 
Song—Neo. 2 ‘Pennies from Heaven’ ‘Pennies from Heaven’ ‘It’s De-Lovely’ 
Song—Ne. 3 4 ‘Way You Look Tonight’ ‘It’s De-Lovely’ ‘Way You Look Tonight’ 
Bong—No. ¢ ‘It’s De-Lovely’ ‘T’ll Sing You 1,000 Love Songs’ ‘South Sea Island Magic’ 
Bong—No. 5 Tll Sing You 1,000 Love Songs’ ‘South Sea Island Magic’ ‘T’ll Sing You 1,000 Love Songs’ 
Song—No. 6 ‘South Sea Island Magic’ ‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin’ ‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ 


























ert 


5 Leading Phonograph Labels Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only is reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for 


the sales, both sides are mentioned: 








RECORDS RETAILING AT 75c 








BRUNSWICK—Ne. 


‘That’s Life I Guess,’ ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ (Teddy Wilson Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Teddy Wilson 
Orch.) 


‘Can’t Give You Anything but Love’ | 
(Teddy Wilson Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 


‘Can’t Give You Anything but Love,’ 
‘Sailing’ (Teddy Wilson Orch.) 


‘Love You from Coast to Coast’ (Kay 
Kyser Orch.) 


‘I’m in a Dancing Mood’ (Russ Morgan | 
Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 


‘So Do I,’ ‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Hal 
Kemp Orch.) 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ ‘(Leo Reisman Orch.) 


December Biz 
Okay in N. Y., 
L.A. and Chi 


New York, Jan. 19. 

December found the sheet music 
business equipped with a number of 
strong clickeroos and the counter go- 
ing during the month was the best in 
over a year. It was also a period of 
high riding for the phonograph rec- 
ord contingent, with practically: sat 
the labels showing substantial sales 
increases. 

Three of the tunes brought to the 
fore in December, ‘Chapel in the 
Moonlight,’ ‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
and ‘It’s De-Lovely,’ were still hit- 
ting an exceptionally profitable pace 





‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Hudson-De | With the turn into January. Each 


Lange Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 


‘It’s De-Lovely,’ ‘You’ve Got Something’ 
(Leo Reisman Orch.) 


‘T’ve Got You Under My Skin’ (Hal 
Kemp Orch.) 


‘A Fine Romance’ (Johnny Green Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 


‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin,’ ‘Easy 
to Love’ (Hal Kemp Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 





‘When My Dream Boat Comes’ (Freddy 
Martin Orch.) 


Orch.) 





‘Way You Look Tonight,’ ‘Pick Yourself 
ae (Fred Astaire, Johnny Green 
rch. ) 





‘I’m in a Dancing Mood’ (Russ Morgan 
Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Teddy Wilson 
Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town,’ ‘Algiers 
Stomp’ (Mills Blue Rhythm Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Hildegarde) 


‘South Sea Island Magic’ (Andy Iona | 


Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—Neo. 2 


‘Serenade in the Night,’ ‘Me and the 
Moon’ (Mantovani Orch.) 


‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town’ (Mills Blue 
_ Rhythm Orch.) 


‘Me and the Moon’ (Mantovani Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘I Heard a Song in a Taxi,’ ‘Supposing’ 
(B.B.C. Dance Orch.) 


‘When There Ain’t No Swing’ (Frank 
Froeba Orch.) 


‘Breakin’ in Pair Shoes’ (Carroll Gib- 
bons Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘Sugar Rose,’ ‘Breakin’ in a Pair Shoes’ 
(Carroll Gibbons Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 5 


‘Ride, Red, Ride, ‘Congo 
(Mills Blue Rhythm Orch.) 


Caravan’ 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘When My Baby Smiles at Me,’ ‘Keep a 
Little Sunshine’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


‘In a Sentimental Moed’ (Mills Blue 
_ Rhythm Orch.) 





‘Ev’ryone Is Singing Hawaiian’ (Danny 
Stewart Orch.) 





‘Serenade in the Night’ (Mantovani 
Orch.) 





‘My Tane’ (Andy Iona Orch.) 





‘Big John’s Special’ (Mills Blue Rhythm 
Orch. ) 


’Mr. Ghost Goes to Town’ (Mills Blue 
Rhythm Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 1 


‘Pennies from Heaven,’ ‘So Do I’ (Eddy 
Duchin Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Eddie Duchin 
Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. 2 





VICTOR—No. 3 


‘Easy to Love,’ ‘I’ve Got You Under My 
Skin’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 


Ive Got You Under My Skin’ (Ray 
Noble Orch.) _ a 





‘It’s De-Lovely,’ ‘You’ve Got Some- 
thing’ (Eddy Duchin Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 4 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing,’ ‘Peter Piper’ 
(Benny Goodman Orch.) 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Richard 
Himber Orch.) 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 








‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 





‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Richard 
Himber Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Eddie Duchin 
Orch.) 

‘Plenty of Money and You’ (Geo. Ham- 
ilton Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 5 


‘Love Me or Leave Me,’ ‘Exactly Like 
You’ (Benny Goodman Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 6 


‘Tain’t Good,’ ‘Hallelujah, Things Look 





Rosy’ (Fats Waller Orch.) 





‘I’m in a Dancing Mood’ (Tommy Dor- 
sey Orch.) 


‘ve Got You Under My Skin’ (Ray 
Noble Orch.) 





‘With Plenty of Money’ (Frank Daly 
Orch.) 


‘I'm in a Dancing Mood’ (Tommy Dor- 





sey Orch.) 











RECORDS RETAILING AT 35c 





BLUE BIRD—No. 1 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight,’ ‘You're 
Everything Sweet’ (Shep Fields Orch.) 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Shep Fields 
Orch.) 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Shep Fields 
Orch.) 





BLUE BIRD—No. 2 


‘It’s De-Lovely,’ ‘Wintertime Dreams’ 
(Shep Fields Orch.) 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Shep Fields Orch.) 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Shep Fields Orch.) 





BLUE BIRD—No. 3 


‘Cut Down the Old Pine Tree,’ ‘I'll Be 
Hanged’ (Wranglers) 





BLUE BIRD—No. 4 


‘Goodnight My Love,’ ‘One Never 
Knows, Dees One?’ (Shep Fields 
Orch.) 


‘When My Dream Boat Comes’ (Shep 
Fields Orch.) 


“I’ve Got You Under My Skin’ (Shep 
Fields Orch.) 





‘I’m in a Dancing Mood’ (George Hall 
Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Tempo King 
Orch.) 





BLUE BIRD—No. 5 


‘Bojangles of Harlem,’ ‘Organ Grinders’ 
Swing’ (King Orch.) 


‘Frost on the Moon’ (Dolly Dawn) 


‘’m in a Dancing Mood’ (George Hall 
Orch.) 





BLUE BIRD—No. 6 


‘Yeu Turned the Tables,’ ‘Keepin’ Out 
of Michief’ (Tempo King Orch.) 


‘Plenty of Money and Yow’ (Frank 
Daly Orch.) 


‘Plenty of Money and You’ (Frank Daly 
Orch.) 





DECCA—Noe. 1 


‘Let’s Call a Heart a Heart,’ ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 








DECCA—No. 2 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight,’ ‘Echo Valley’ 
(Mal Hallett Orch.) 


‘I’m in a Dancing Mood’ (Ambrose 
Orch.) 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Jimmy Lunce- 
ford Orch.) 





DECCA-—No. 3 


j ‘Running a Temperature,’ ‘My Last Af- 
fair’ (Jimmy Lunceford Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Jimmy Dorsey 
Orch.) 


‘Night Is Yozng’ (Ted Fio-Rito Orch.) 





DECCA—Ne. 4 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing,’ ‘Sleepy Time 
Gal’ (Jimmie Lunceford Orch.) 


‘South Sea Island Magic’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘St. Louis Blues’ (Joe Daniels Orch.) 





DECCA—No. 5 


‘You'll Have to Swing It,’ ‘Vote for My 
Rhythm’ (Chick Webb Orch.) 


‘You'll Have to Swing It’ (Chick Webb 
Orch.) 





DECCA—No. 6 


‘I'm in a Dancing Mood,’ ‘Crazy With 
Love’ (Ambrose (rch.) 








Georgie Stoll has been tagged by | Mellin. 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Mal Hallett 





Orch.) 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Mal Hallett 
Orch.) 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Will Osborne Orch.) 











Musie Notes 


Metro as musical director for ‘Broad- | music here 


way Melody of 1937.’ 


Russ Morgan goes to the French 
Casino in Miami, Fla., with Harry | 


Richman. 


Emery Deutsch replaces Johnny | 
Hamp in the Rainbow 


City, Feb. 2, 





Al Brackman, 





qrill, Radio 


| for a future Metro production, 


Jimmy McHugh and 


Was formerly with Select | 


Walter Donaldson, Robert Wright | 
and Chester Forrest have written an 
original tune, “You’re Oh, So Lovely,’ 


has just returned from a four-week | Accordion Pedagog Claims | 


| tour of the South. 





Smiley Burnett’s songbook of 200 | 
cowboy and novelty tunes, published . . 
by Cole Music Co., will be handled | stolen his system for teaching per- | 
| by Sears, Roebuck and gets a full 


page ad in the fall catalog. 





Tex Ritter and Frank Sannucci | ug | 
have written an original, ‘Song of | against music firms in other cities, 


His System Was Lifted 
Detroit, Jan. 19. 
Charging that the music house had 


sons how to play the piano-accordion, 
John Frabutt, owner of a music shop 
here, this week sued Grinnell Bros. 
for $500,000 in federal court. 
Similar suits will be brought 


the Rodeo,’ for ‘Trouble in Texas.’ | according to Frank Schwartz, attor- 
| Rudy Sooter composed a novelty | ney for the music-lesson inventor. 


Harold tune, ‘Looney Cowboy Band,’ 


Adamson writing music for ‘Hippo- | the film. 


_. | drome,’ Buddy De Sylva production 
formerly with | at Universal. 


George D. Lottman publicity of- 


fice, has joined Irving Mills’ Variety 


Record Corp, 





Bob Sanders has joined the band 
booking department 
Rockwell, Inc. He was formerly with 


Clyde Lucas’ orchestra opens 
the French Casino, N. Y., Feb. 


for ae 





Frank Capano Returns 


1,| publishing business, with offices in 


Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby are | Succeeding Russ Morgan. Other two New York, Philadelphia, Chicago 


writing tunes for ‘The Goldwyn Fol- 


O'Keefe. | ment for ‘Three on a Latch Key’ at unit. 


| RKO. 


Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. | oe 





' Emerson Gill band will wind up 
Seven-week stay at William Penn 


hotel, Pittsburgh, Thursday (28), and | Possession.’ 


80 into Arcadia Cafe, Philadelphia. 


—_——.__.. 


Eddie Wittstein sails for Bermuda 


Herb Lutz joins the Famous music Jan. 23, with one of his musical 


office, Chicago, as assistant to Bob 


cleffing an original grand opera se- 
quence for Metro’s ‘The Man in for ‘Racketeers in Exile.’ 


to open at the Hamilton Hotel. 


bands, Vincent Travers and C. Crom- | and Hollywood. Firm name will be 
lies’ following completion of assign- | Well, remain. CRA booked Lucas | Tin Pan Alley, Inc. 


Maurie Merl will be general sales 
mer. 





Joseph Myrow and Milton Royce 


Franz Waxman is composing and have sold an original song, ‘Some- |, 
thing Has Happened,’ to Columbia 


| Richard Heymann is writing 


He ° Girl.’ 


score for Mervyn LeRoy’s Warners 
units | Production, ‘King and the Chorus 


Dance Hall Flooded 
Columbus, Jan. 19. 


Red Nichols and his Pennies had 
, to cancel an engagement here Sat- 
the | urday night. 

Valley Dale, suburban dance spot, 
| was flooded with three feet of water 
by heavy rains 


of these songs is figured to go over 


| the 300,000-copy mark easily. Sha- 


|piro, Bernstein & Co., the source of 
‘Remember When’ (Hudson DeLange | 


| Billy Hill’s ‘Chapel,’ is already look- 
|ing forward to carving out a turn- 
|over of 450,000 copies. 

| Sheet runners-up for December 
| included ‘Me and the Moon’ (Santly), 
|‘A Fine Romance’ (Chappell), ‘When 
|Did You Leave Heaven?’ (Robbins), 
\‘When My Dreamboat Comes Home’ 
| (Witmark), ‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ 
(Exclusive), ‘Did You Mean It?’ 
(Berlin), ‘I’m in a Dancing Mood’ 
| (Crawford), ‘Here’s Love in Your 
| Eyes’ (Famous) and ‘Who Loves 
| You?’ (Morris). 

Eddie Duchin proved Victor's ace 
call in December, while Shep Fields 
led the same firm’s Blue Bird list. 
Teddy Wilson topped the Brunswick 
releases and Mills Blue Rhythm 
| Band gave Columbia its best return 
| by way of ‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town.’ 








Heavy Coast Call for Discs 
Los Angeles, Jan. 19. 

With smash trade throughout De- 
cember, Coast jobbers and retailers 
turned a vretty penny on disc sales. 
Popular numbers were heavily in de- 
mand, with many of the jobbers 
forced to extend themselves to sup- 
ply the call. 

Sheet music counters enjoyed 
brisk end-of-the-year sale, but top 
sellers were not as much in demand 
as they were a year ago. December 
leader in the sheets was ‘Chapel in 
the Moonlight,’ with ‘It’s De-Lovely’ 
a close runner-up. As the New Year 
swung ‘into action ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ jumped into the lead and 
looks like the January topper. 

In the 75¢ disc trade Brunswick's 
leader was ‘I Can’t Give You Any- 
thing but Love.’ ‘South Sea Island 
Magic’ topped the Columbia sales, 
and Victor’s best seller was ‘Chapel 
in the Moonlight.’ Latter tune also 
topped Blue Bird’s December list, 
and ran fifth for Decca. 





Chicago Call Strong 
_ Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Business remained strong during 
| December, with the disc field pump- 
'ing in excellent fashion throughout 
‘the holiday season. Phonographs got 
a fine play during the Xmas giving 
| spree, and is figured to mean consid- 
/erable perk in record sales through- 
out the coming year. 

‘Chapel’ was the big winner during 
| December, but looks on its way 
‘down, with the possibility that an 
'outsider,- ‘When My © Dreamboat 
| Comes In,’ may lap the field and ride 
in ahead of the pack during Janu- 
,ary. Not on the main list, but sell- 
|ing nicely were ‘Organ Grinder’s 
| Swing’ and ‘One, Two, Button Your 
| Shoe,’ in addition to ‘Dreamboat.’ 











PAUL WHITEMAN PLAYS 


Dallas, Jan. 19. 

Paul Whiteman plays tonight (19) 
for Governor’s ball in Austin, a date 
which is distinguished by fact 
maestro waives personal take. Fig- 
| ure for engagement is said to repre- 
| sent scale for band. Band plays 
| Thursday (21), in Fort Worth, for 
Star Telegram benefit and quoted 
i cut price for this job also. 
| Jan Garber is playing a few dates 
|to break jump from California to 
Florida. He is current at Metro- 
| politan theatre in Houston and plans 
| one-nighters at Longview (23) and 
| Fort Worth (24),-as he starts Miami 
| trek. 


FOR GOVERNOR’S BALL 


at| Frank Capano is returning to the | 
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Disc Reviews 
By Abel Green 





James Melton does okay for 
Decca 1093 with ‘Summer Night’ and 
‘Little House That Love Built’ (Du- 
bin-Warren), both out of ‘Sing Me 
a Love Song,’ Melton’s WB filmusi- 
cal. Essentially a songster, Melton 
cuts the Decca wax neatly. Melton’s 
Decca outlet, of course, is partially 
explained by Warner Bros. having a 


| 


financial hookup with the disk out- | 


fit. 
While Decca is still releasing Jan 


Garber’s recordings—he made ‘Kiss 
Me Again’ and ‘Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart,’ both waltzes, on No. 
1096—Brunswick meantime is rush- 
ing out Garber’s first couplet under 
the new Brunswick contract. ‘The 
Nigst Is Young’ and ‘Looking Around 
Corners For You,’ with Russ Brown 
vocalizing, are a foxtrot pair, as 


against Decca’s waltzes. Same bill- 
ing on both labels, ‘the idol of the 
air lanes,’ is icky as Garber’s 
brand of dansapation, but this is not 
disparingly intended because _ his 
brand of corny dansapation is highly 
commercial. Same goes for the sax- 


as 


an oldie, backed by Russ Carlson's 
arrangement of Liszt's ‘Liebestraum’ 
in foxtrot tempo. Garber and Lom- 
bardo both prove that everything 
isn’t swingo nowadays. 

However, for the swing cats Earl 
(Father) Hines and his orchestra 
send out ‘Grand Piano Blues’ (by 
Hines) and ‘Blue Nights’ (Hayes 
Alvis) cn Bluebird 6744. Very hot- 
box. Same goes for Lucky Millin- 


| der’s style maestroing the Mills Blue 


| Blues’ 


sweet style of the Guy Lombardos on | 


Victor 25493, ‘Sweethearts on Parade,’ 























Songs For the Millions 


“ONE IN A MILLION” 


“WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE?” 
“THE MOONLIT 
WALTZ” 
“WE'RE BACK IN 
CIRCULATION AGAIN” 


Featured in the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Picture—“‘One 
in a Million” 
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_ HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHEVER, Gen Mar. 























I’LL- SING YOU A 
THOUSAND LOVE SONGS 
a 


A New, Terrific Hit! 
BUT YOU’RE SWELL 
te 


from “SING ME A LOVE SONG” 
A Cosmopolitan Production 


THE LITTLE HOUSE 
THAT LOVE BUILT 





GEE! 





YOUR EYES HAVE 
TOLD ME SO 


a 


SUMMER NIGHT 





Rhythm Band on 
with ‘Callin’ Your 
John’s Special.’ 

Bob Crosby cuts up with 
Blues’ and ‘Sugar Foot Strut’ on 
Decea 1094: Lil Armstrong and Her 
Swing Orchestra swing it on Decca 
1092 with ‘Or Leave Me Alone’ 
paired with ‘Brown Gal’; and from 
England comes Harry Roy’s Tiger- 
Ragamuffins giving out ‘Jazz Me 
(Delaney) with 
Blues’ (Roy’s own), wherein 
maestro features himself on 
clarinet and in the vocal interludes 
Decca 1095. 


Columbia 3162 


Bluff’ and 


the 


Yasha Bunchuk on Brunswick 7801 | 
i has an 
| his 


interesting experiment with 
Swing Symphony Orchestra 





‘Big | 


‘Savoy | 


‘Cheerful | 


the | 


of | 


30, combining recruits from the Phil- | 


harmonic merged with the West 52d 
street cats. ‘Crazy Rhythm’ and ‘I 
Never Knew’ are the tunes and, as 
above stated, it’s an interesting ex- 
periment. You can’t swing with a 
full hybrid symph-swingo combo, 


and the hybrid, while fraught with | 
much promise, is still in the experi- | 


mental oven. The former 
theatre (N. Y.) maestro-’cellist trans- 


Capitol | 


|plants a good deal of showmanship | 


| will 
| man’s 


| 





| 





REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. | 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mer. | 














to the wax with this team, but many 
probably prefer Benny 
clean-cut quartet instead 
Bunchuk’s full score and 10. 
Tempo King and his Kings of 
Tempo give out on Bluebird 6725 
with ‘Someone to Care for Me’ and 
‘Timber’ in the Walieresque 


Good- | 
of | 


scat | 


style with Queenie Ada Rubin fea- | 
tured at the ivories and King doing | 


the vocal fol-de-rol against the 
heated swingo. 
Teddy Wilson and his cohorts 


(John Kirly, Allen Reuss, Cozy Cole, | 


Irving Randolph, Vido Musso and 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Ben Webster), some of the best 
swing cats extant, show how on} 
Brunswick 7797 with ‘Right or 


Wrong’ and ‘Lazy River Goes By,’ 
both filmusical excerpts. Midge 
Williams featured vocally. 


Out of the archives is Hoagy Car- 
michael featured with his orchestra 
on Victor 25494 in ‘Georgia (On My 


Mind)’ and ‘Rockin’ Chair,’ both his | 


compositions. Disk is unique in its 
battery, including the immortal Bix 
Beiderbecke on the trumpet, in the 
now classic Bix style, aided by B. 
Miley, cornet; Tommy Dorsey, trom- 
bone; Benny Goodman, clarinet and 
sax; Bud Freeman, sax; Gene Krupa, 
drums; (the late) Eddie Lang, 
guitar, and Joe Venuti, then as now 
manifesting his advanced style on 
the violining. It’s worthy reissue 
especially for the disk students who, 
apart from the collector’s value be- 
cause of Bix and Lang, and the fact 
that quite a few name bands have 
come out of this combo, may well 
compare this yesteryear swing mudel 
with today’s brand. In the ‘Georgia’ 
selection, for good measure, the 
trombone is handled by Jack Tea- 
garden, and Jimmy Dorsey (with 





Freeman) is one of the reeds—all 




















IRVING BERLIN’S GREATEST SCORE 


ON THE AVENUE” 


(20th Century-Fox Release) 


THIS -YEAR’S KISSES 
* 
YOU’RE LAUGHING AT ME 


’VE GOT MY LOVE 
TO KEEP ME WARM 


THE GIRL ON 
| THE POLICE GAZETTE 


SLUMMING ON PARK AVENUE 
* 
HE AIN’T GOT RHYTHM 


x~*~«wk 
3 CURRENT POPULAR HITS 


I Love You From Coast to Coast 
* 
There’s Frost on the Moon 


There’s a Silver Moon onthe Golden Gate 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 SEVENTH AVE., N. Y. C. 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mer. 
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Most Requested 





(Reported by Phil Spitalny, 
NBC) 

When My Dream Boat. 
Good Night, My Love. 
Pennies from Heaven. 
Night Is Young. 
There’s Something in the Air, 
Chapel in Moonlight. 
It’s De-Lovely. 
Frost on the Moon. 
Got You Under My Skin. 
Easy to Love. 
You Do the Darndest Things, 
I’m in a Dancing Mood, 
Rainbow on the River. 
May I Have Next Romance? 
Love and Learn. 


(Reported by Frank Trum- 
bauer’s Three ’T’s’ orchestra, 
Hickory House, N. Y.) 

I’ve Got You Under My Skin 
Singin’ the Blues 

Chapel in the Moonlight 
S’Wonderful 

Organ Grinder’s Swing 

Easy to Love 

Sheik of Araby 

I'm an Old Cowhand 

Basin Street Blues 

I Got Rhythm 

(Reported by Hughie Barrett, 
Robert Treat hotel, Newark, 
N. J.) 

It’s De-Lovely 

With Plenty of Money and You 

V’ll Sing You 1,000 Love Songs 

I'm in a Dancing Mood 

Easy to Love 

The Night Is Young 

When My Dream Boat Comes In 

Pennies from Heaven 

Sweet Sue 

There’s Something in the Air 
(Reported by Horace Heidt, 

Hotel Biltmore, N,. Y.) 

Easy to Love. 

Dancing Mood, 

Chapel in the Moonlight, 

De-Lovely. 

Timber. 

Something in the Air. 

Goodnight, My Love. 

Riding High. 

Love and Learn. 

Got You Under My Skin. 





(Reported by Don Bestor, 
Normandie Ballroom, Boston) 
Got You Under My Skin, 
De-Lovely. 

Easy to Love. 

Dreamboat Comes Home. 
Ill Sing 1,000 Love Songs, 
I’m in a Dancing Mood. 
Chapel in the Moonlight, 
Rainbow on the River, 
Hey, Baby, Hey. 

Plenty of Money and You, 
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AFM immortals, 
issue, 

Really up-to-the-minute is Tommy 
Dorsey on Victor 26496, a swing 
classic release, doing ‘Maple Leaf 
Rag’ and ‘Jamboree.’ With Dorsey 
on the trombones are W. Mercurio 
and L. Jenkins; A. McKinney, Max 
Kaminsky, J. Bauer, horns; F. Stuice, 
B. Freeman, C. Rounds, J. Dixon, 
saxes; C. Mastren, guitar; G. Traxler, 
string bass; D. Jones, piano; D. 
Tough,- traps. Vocal by Edythe 
Wright and the 3 Esquires. The 
maestro’s trombone passages, per 
usual, scintillate—and hot. 

Smoother and suaver 


A very worthy re- 
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CONGRESS WHEELS ROLL 


Administration- Backed Copyright 
Revision Takes First Step 








Washington, Jan. 19. 

Administration - backed proposals 
for revising the copyright laws, in- 
cluding abolition of the present mini- 
mum damage award in infringement 
cases were offered the House of Rep- 
resentatives last week. 

With friends of tunesmiths and 
scribblers still marking time, two 
Democrats dropped in the hopper the 
counterpart of the Duffy bill, which 
passed the Senate last session. Mak- 
ing no changes in the perfected ver- 
sion of the 1936 legislation intro- 


duced in the Senate a week earlier | 
by Senator F. Ryan Duffy of Wiscon- | 
sin, Congressmen Sol. Bloom of New | 
of Penn- | 
sylvania, started the wheels rolling | 


York and Guy L. Moser 


in the lower chamber. 


Alex Hyde’s New Orch. 


Alex Hyde, who has been song- 





| writing the past year with Al Still- 


} man 


and Basil G. Adlam, is reor- 


ganizing a dance band, this time an | 
all-male combo with the exception of | 


| Ruth Bradley, singer and a ‘femme 


| who will be featured in the clarinet | 
of | 
the Rita Rio all-femme band which | 


} 


Benny Goodman,’ according to Hyde, 


interludes. She was a member 


Hyde and Irving Mills presented and 
sincé then has been singing with 


| Keith Beecher at the Stevens hotel, 
| Chicago. 


Hyde has been in and out of the 
band biz the past two years, for a 
time heading one of the ‘house’ com- 


| bos at WHN, N. Y. 





are Russ| 


Jack Crawford Disbands 
Dallas, Jan, 19. 


Because Jack Crawford, seriously 
ill for weeks, has been ordered to 
take it easy, his orchestra disbands 
today (19), after completing an en- 
gagement at Fort Worth’s Ringside 
club. 

Joe Reichman’s contract with the 

Baker hotel, in Dallas, has been ex- 
tended a second month, 
Morgan’s ‘Timber’ and ‘Gee! But 
You're Swell’ on Brunswick 717799, 
and ‘The One Rose’ (waltz), with 
‘The Little House That Love Built,’ 
on No. 7803. Mert Curtis, Lewis 
Julian and Linda Lee vocalize, Nice 
piano and trombone passages. 

Ever distinguished, Leo Reisman 
on Brunswick 7798 has two out of 
Noel Coward’s ‘Tonight at 8:30,’ 
‘You Were There’ and ‘Play, Orches- 
tra, Play,’ brilliantly orchestrated. 
Clark Ross vocalizes, 

Wayne King is another in the 
Lombardo-Garber school of mellow 
maestros who are highly commercial 
for all their hyper-smoothness. 
‘Trust in Me’ and ‘The Night Is 
Young,’ both foxtrot ballads, might 
have been enhanced with vocal in- 
terludes, but they’re forthright on 
the dansapation. Victor 25495, Nice 
sax and string work, 

Borrah Minevitch and his Har- 
monica Rascals have waxed a nov- 
elty on Decca 1090—‘Caprice Vien- 
nois’ medleyed with ‘Blue Danube,’ 
and ‘Limehouse Blues’ on the re- 
verse. Instrumental novelties to set 
off the mouth-organ band’s virtuosity 
and versatility of range. 





Last Week's 25 Best Sellers 





the 
department. 


tIt’s De-Lovely 
*With Plenty of Money and You 


eee ee eee eee eeeeeee 


*One, Two, Button Your Shoe , 
*Rainbow on the River .. 
+The Night is Young 
*l’ve Got You Under My Skin... 
Timber 


Trust in Me 
Someone to Care for Me........ 
*Sweetheart Waltz 
*I’m in a Dancing Mood ,.. 
*Easy to Love 


Serenade in the Night ..... 
This Year's Kisses .....<. 

Laughing at Me ,.. 
SSvMer NIMH... cs eccccccces 
For Sentimental Reasons . 
ft Love You From Coast to Coast 
“Indicates fiilmusieat song. 

others are pops. 





[The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
most-played-on-the-air tabulations, 

Song title and publisher of the best selling 25 are 

; ‘included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.] 
Chapel in the Moonlight ........... 
*Pennies From Heaven ......e.e00. 
*Goodnight My Love Cee eeeeseese coves cccecooeccoss ONDINE 


-ee ee 


When My Dream Boat Comes Home...,..eeee+++++ Witmark 


eeeeeeee 
eee ere eeeee 
eee ener eeeeeee 


*There’s Something in the Air.... 


6660609000004600600 0m C15 


eee eee eenee 


*May I Have the Next Romance?...sccccccccccccse- Feist 


ee eerene 


PPUTTETETiTYT errr iy 


eer eee eee eee eraes 


“s**t eee eee eene eee e eee eeee 
peestsaeat ovsecces -DETIN 
+ Indicates stage production song. 


shown elsewhere in this 


6 64 660064.00s OO 
9460000 60000000000 mS 
ccccccoccocccscs cnappell 
ocsecesecesscees matme, Inc, 


Select 

joesgectecooces FC 

..Words & Music 
‘happell 

.Shapiro 

eosesees- RODDINS 

ccecccce ASCr 


eeeeeeeeerces 
eeereeereeeeeeas 


eee eee eeeeeeeeee 


6050.0066006 60008 SIROU 
.Crawford 
.Chappell 


ee eeeere 


sevcesees- HOllywood 
~o-- Mills 


. Berlin 
.Remick 
.Marlo 


The 








$1,000,000 SONG THEFT 
SUIT HITS SOUR NOTE 


Los Angeles, Jan. 19, 

Judgment for Paramount s 
in the $1,000,000 damage suit brought 
by Leo Mantin and Eleanor Ninon 
against Paramount and others in re. 
gard to alleged infringement of their 
song, ‘Si, Si, Senorita of Spain,’ 
awarded the defendant, 

Judge ruled that the song ‘One 
Hour With You,’ allegedly taken 
from ‘Si, Si,’ was copyrighted in un- 
| published form before ‘Si. s;’ 
| written by plaintiffs. 





tudiog 


Was 





was 


| — 
| 


SidneyKornheiser has been named 
professional manager of the Famous 
Music Corp. He is rated as the 
| youngest holder of that type of post 

in the business. 


: 
Harms Presents 


Greatest 








“Gold Diggers” Score 


With Plenty of Money 
and You 


(Gold Diggers Lullaby) 
All’s Fair in Love and War 
Let’s Put Our Heads Together 


Speaking of the Weather 
From “Gold Diggers of 1937" 


Cafe Continental 


When Old Friends 
Meet Again 


European Hit 


Vienna Dreams 


Trouble Don’t 
Like Music 
Blue Eves 


White Horse Inn 


| Cannot Live Without 
Your Love 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mer, 


a 
itimark Presents 


The Sensational Ballad 


When My 
Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


S sieeuneene 


Thru the Courtesy of Love 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof, Mgr. 


—ROY SONGS— 


Stop Everything and 
SWING 
on That 


‘RUSTY 
HINGE’ 


1937's Dance Craze 


From 
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ASCAP” s Most Played Statistics 
Used to Clinch Robbins’ Deals, 





Publishers Claim; May Suppress. 


me + 


With majority opinion on _ the 
poard of directors against it, the an- 





tained not only the plug tallies for | 
each tune but the names of the | 


nual compendium of the American writers, the publisher and the source, | 


Society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers showing the total num- 
ber of performances 
most of the ASCAP—controlled tunes 
during the year will most likely | 
never be published again. Strong 
pressure to suppress the publication 
has been brought to bear within the 
Society as the result of the use that 
Jack Robbins is alleged to have made 
of the information in obtaining new 
picture connections for his firms. 
Society's annual compilation con- | 


received by | 





—VISIT OR WRITE 
a 


[ARES MUSIC 


GAZING AT A BLAZING 
FIRE 















LONESOME GUITAR 


IT’S STILL 
BEING DONE 


YOU'RE JUST A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT 




















“yi <--- 


NIGHT ' 
OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 


IN YOUR EMBRACE 
RUMBAS 










><> _ <_< 











SPIC AND SPANISH N 
aaa 7 

MY SOMBRERO NI 
endless f\ 
Orchestrations 50c each N 
EDDIE LAMBERT—cen. Pref. Mar. " 


>. 








FAVORITES 
HEADLINERS 


CURRENT 
OF THE 


| tical 


| studio fiance there 


| tentions but hold that they 


namely, film, stage production or | 
neither. One of these summaries | 
was put out for 1934, and another 
for 1935. 

What started the agitation among 
| the ASCAP publisher - directors 
against another issue of the com- 


pilation was a story told them by one 
of their number whose firm has also 
been active in Hollywood. This pub- 
lisher reported that while bidding 
for a film connection he saw on the 
desk of a producer two 


copies of the 


| ASCAP publication and typewritten 
| recapituJlations comparing the num- 


ber of plugs obtained by Robbins as 


compared with certain other pub- 
lishing concerns. 
It was the contention of this re- 





porting pub-director that by provid- | 


ing Robbins with this official statis- 
data the Soc playing 
Robbins’ competitors right into hi 
hands. This 
the opinion 
have this 


iety was 


pub-direct also aired 
that if had to 
information to get his 


Robbins 


no reason 
why he, and not the Society, should 
not be put to the expense of getting 
it. Anti-compilation directors deny 
that they harbor any ganging-up in- 
have the 
right to refuse to underwrite any 
project which can serve one of their 
number in trying to get a monopoly 
of the important filmusical sources, 


Victor Resents 
Grouping With 
Slow Pay Firms 





jthe proposed move of the Music 
| Publishers Protective Association to 


( ‘YOU DO THE DARN’DEST lrevise the contract form for phono- 


THINGS, BABY’ 
‘UNDER YOUR SPELL’ 


“Your Slightly Terrific” 
“It’s Love I’m After” 
“The Balboa” 


[Ae Ovary. ae 
MUSIC CORPORATION 
SAM FOX PUBLISHING CQ., Sole Agenté 
1250 SIXTH AVENVE 


ACTA BUILDING (RADIOCITY) 
















Europe's No. 1 
Song Sensation! 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


Another Will Hudson Hit 
THE MOON IS GRINNING 
AT ME 






Just Released—England’s Faverite 
OSING 

From The Cotton Club Parade 

COPPER COLORED GAL 

THAT'S weet. You MEAN 

ALABAMA BARZEQUE 


DOIN’ THE SUZI-Q 











graph record manufacturers with the 
idea of making the latter pay royal- 
ties on all discs manufactured and 
also eliminating the 10% breakage 
clause. Victor last week assailed the 
intended changes as arbitrary and 
expressed resentment at being pen- 
alized for wrongs committed by 
others. 

What prompted the MPPA pro- 
posal was information, it alleged it 
had received, about record 


machine operators and thereby cir- 
cumventing their obligations to the 
publishers. Contract as it now stands 
predicates royalties reports on rec- 
ords ‘manufactured and sold.’ The 
MPPA plans to eliminate the ‘and 


sold.’ It also wants to withdraw an 
old trade custom of allowing the 
| manufacturers to deduct 10% of 


their product for breakage. 
Pays Off Pronto 


Victor holds that it disposes of its 
wares direct to jobbers and that each 
|of these records shipped is accounted 
for on royalty statements. Victor 
also argues that since it pays off on 
the stipulated dates it should not be 
deprived of this breakage privilege. 
Original intent of the breakage al- 
lowance was to have it serve as a 
premium for prompt royalty pay- 
ments, 

MPPA change of contract 
rected at manufacturers 
order to force business, have al- 
lowed coin machine operators the 
privilege of returning a certain per- 
centage of their used records for new 
waxings. 





is di- 
who, in 














Starting the 1937 Season 


‘RAINBOW ON THE RIVER’ 


From the RKO Sol Lesser Production, “Rainbow on the River” 


With Two New Song Hits: 











LEO FEIST, Inc. 


‘GONE’ 


From the M-G-M Production, “Love On the Run” 
® 1629 BROADWAY °* 
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Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night, Jan. 10-16. 


Goodnight My Love. 

Pennies from Heaven. 

When My Dreamboat Comes, 
Plenty of Money and You. 
Chapel in the Moonlight. 
There’s Something in the Air. 
It’s De-Lovely. 

You Do the Darndest 
Night Is Young. 

I’ve Got You Under My 
Frost on the Moon. 
Love and Learn. 


rhings. 


Skin. 


I’m in a Dancing Mood. 
Easy to Love. 
Gee, But Your Swell 


May I Have the Next Romance? 
Trust in Me. 

Gone. 

Keep Me in Your Dreams. 
Let’s Put Our Heads Together. 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. 
Serenade in the Night. 
Summers Night. 

If My Heart Could Talk. 
Timber. 








' 
} 
| 





WB BRIEFS ITS 
AVAILABILITY 
SQUAWK 


Hearing of Warner Bros. publish- 
ing group’s protests against its avail- 
ability ratings developed into a hec- 
tic series of arguments in the board 
room of the American 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 





manu- | 
facturers leasing their discs to coin | 





| 


Pubs Sound Off Today (Wed.) 


On Good and Bad in ASCAP’s 








Shribman Improves 


Charlie Shribman, much improved 


has been moved down from Mor- 


risiana hospital, in The Bronx, N. Y¥ 
to Med cal Art on 
6th avenue, N. Y., 


ind | other band interests are n 


57th street and 


where 


For f I ee} the vete1 1 Ne 
Er i ( a i ¢ ce nd 
( re 
+ it ( é Bc 
Uf I ne; Ne Hi; € 
( nt I Y He WOI pe < t of 
the hosp for several week 


Mistrial for Danceman 
Charged with Murder 
Spartanburg, 8S. C., Jan. 19 

Trial of G. F. Joh Nort 

( Olina orchestra conduct here 

a charge of murder ende 

1 aiter jury deliberated on 
and 35 ninutes. Johnson 

charged with striking a! 

juring W. T. Malone, aged church- 

goer, here last May while en route 
to a dance engagement at a local 
clubhouse. 


Bond was: fixed at $1,000. 


'Scholl-Jerome Tune 


| cleffing 


Society of | 


yesterday afternoon (Tuesday). | 
Boosts were asked of the ASCAP 
directors for Harms, Inc., Witmark, 


Remick and T. B. Harms. 


| RCA-Victor has taken exception to| Made of the four catalogs over an 


extended period of time. Copies of 
this brief were distributed among 
the directors with the request that 
they 


—_—— —> 





| Attorneys for the writers’ and pub- 


In support of its case WE submit- | 


ted a mass of statistical and argu- | 
mentative data showing the _ uses! 


read them before coming to a} 
final decision on the Warner requests. 


United Front in 
Performers’ Interests Clash with Writers and 
-Publishers— Congressional Angle 


Mill Grinds Out 6th 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Jack Scholl and M. K. Jerome are 

tunes for ‘Petticoat Ranch’ 


at Warners, their sixth chore on 
current contract. 
During 1936 team wrote 60 songs 


of which 45 were used in features 
and shorts for Warners and Vita- 
phone. 





Mrs. Meyer Davis on WIP 
Philadelphia, Jan. 19. 
Hilda Emery Davis, local composer 
and concert pianist, will do guest 
appearance Saturday (23) on ‘Fa- 
mous Philadelphia Woman of the 
Week’ program over WIP. 
She’s wife of Meyer Davis, 
bandleader. 


Music Difficult 


the 





associations also are curious to know | 


lishers’ organizations in the popular|how a copyright can be built on a 


| music industry admit that they have 
a tough nut to crack in trying to 
|maintain a united front with per- 
|forming artists on copyright legis- 
ilation during the current session of 
!Congress. These lawyers would like 
to see the rights of the performer or 
| interpreter protected by the law, but 
|they want first to feel assured that 
ithe granting of such rights won't 
|imperil the statutory rights now 
given the writer and the publisher. 
Huddles on the subject are now 


Protective Association, the Song- 
writers Protective Association and 


ing Artists. It is the NAPA which 
seeks to have embodied into the 
copyright law a section which would 
give the artist complete control over 
the performance of mechanical ver- 
sions of his renditions. This move 
is primarily aimed at the broadcast- 
ing of phonograph records and off- 
the-air recordings. 

ASCAP, MPPA and SPA counsel 
are all in sympathy with the pur- 
poses of the NAPA in so far as it 
seeks to control the unauthorized 


pretation, but these lawyers are all 
agreed that the best method for ob- 


been developed. 


what kifid of copyright” should be 
granted the performer and just what 
sort of exclusive rights may be in- 
vesied in the performer. 
they want to know, include the right 
to grant permission for such prac- 
tices as arranging and copying? 
Lawyers for these writer and pub 





| 


copyright, as rights covering all | 


|phases, but interpretations have al- 


| leave to 


being held by counsel for the Ameri- | 
can Society of Composers, Authors | 
and Publishers, the Music Publishers | 





performance of its members’ inter- | 


taining that control has not as yet | 
They say that it | 
hasn’t been made clear to them just | 


Will it, | 


| motion 


the National Association of Perform- | wants to stay the station from using | 


| mission, with a view to laying the 
| grounds for a license fee, and it is 


ready been granted by the law to the | 
publisher and the composer. 

On the plea of counsel for the | 
NAPA that it had not had sufficient | 
time to prepare its case, State Su- | 
preme Court Justice Aaron Steuer | 
last week granted a postponement of ' 
the Decca Company’s motion for | 
intervene in the NAPA’s 
suit against WHN, New York. The 
comes up before Justice 
Cotillo in the same court tomorrow | 
(Thursday ). 

Suit against WHN involves the | 
broadcasting of a record made by | 
Frank Crumit for Decca. NAPA 


the record without Crumit’s per- 


Decca’s contention that if there is 
to be any license issuing or royalty 
collecting from radio stations such 
rights should be invested in the 
record manufacturer and not the 
artist. 





Rating System, Now a Year Old 


the 
toward the 
So- 


General airing of publisher 


membership’s attitude 
methods used by the American 


ciety of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers in distributing the roy- 

alties will be held at the Astor hotel 

today (Wed: esday ) Put have bee 
lé i the ASCAI cl ical 

committee to tell what they 

vron th the present syste 


hether they want to c 


o return to the old system 


Present system has been in 


for a year, with the publishers fairly 


evenly divided on the question as to 
ether this method of classification 
okay as it stands. Some pubs who 
ere m«¢ vehement in advocating 
ie pre ! method are now talk- 
back to the old 

\¢ ot tt ore influential I H- 
hin: roups hi taken the view- 
point that the present method could 
be made satisfactory if t were 
tightened up in certain places. This 


group urges that (1) the Society ex- 


pand i1 periormance survey so 
te include more hinterland pots, 
(2) that special arrangement of 


non-copyrights be valued as a fourth 


the value of an actual copyright and 
not a half point as now prevails and 
(3) that a definite formula for de- 
termining the availability rating of 
a publisher’s catalog be worked out. 
Under the present setup the rela- 
tive value of a pub’s catalog to the 
Society is determined by the whims 
of a committee of seven elected from 
among the publisher membership. 


FOX 
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SENSATION 
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WORLD 
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(TONIGHT) 
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THE WORLD 
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Gordon and Revel’s To 


Temple 20th Century-Fox 








‘ONE NEVER KNOWS— 
-DOES ONE?”’ 


» +» + one of the big song hits from the Shirley 


p Tune of the Season 








production, “Stowaway.” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th AVE. © NEW YORK 
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1937 Switch on the Chowmemeries, 
Leon & Eddie's 5-Act With $1 Lunch 


4 

Doesn’t require a Sherlock Holmes 
to estimate what the intro of floor- 
shows at a luncheon hour ( 2 p. m.) 
has meant to Leon & Eddie’s after- 
noon biz at this W. 52d street, N. Y., 
spot. It’s an idea culled from 
Chinese restaurants, but meaning 
more at this spot in the way of 
kitchen and bar grosses than it ever 
meant at the chow-meineries. 

Major portion of the luncheon 
draw—and it’s been dandy so far— 
is of the femme gendre. That’s un- 
derstandable. Housefraus don’t often 
get the opportunity to hit the hot- 
spots at night, so they make the 
cocktail bars during afternoons. 
Here they can have lunch at $1 a 
copy, perhaps a couple of drinks, 
and see a floor-show besides. Doesn't 
seem to matter that the entertain- 
ment is little more than elementary 
vaude (five acts in all at this view- 
ing), and quite opposite from what 
Leon & Eddie’s displays are at night. 
Saturday afternoon (16), as an ex- 
ample, the spot was crowded to ca- 
pacity, with 90% of the 300-odd 
diners in skirts. 

Something else to take into ac- 
count here, besides the show, for the 
big draw is the atmosphere of what 
is a fave hangout for New Yorkers. 
Those risque cartoons on the walls 
help attract the women, though 
Eddie Davis and his double-entendre 
songs is not on tap. He’s not even 
awake at this early hour; nor is 
Leon Enken, the spot’s greeter. In- 
stead, brother Phil Davis is in 
charge, m. c.’ing the floorshow in 
a matter-of-fact, though competent, 
fashion. 

Afternoon show is entirely differ- 
ent from at night. When the stars 
come out, L&E’s takes on an aura 
of sophistication. For the luncheon 
trade, however, the only thing re- 
sembling a saucier tempo are the 
wall decorations. : 

Of the five acts presented in the 
show closing last night (Tuesday), 
four were dancers, while the fifth is 
a two-man mind-reading turn, The 
Mystics. Sometimes they can barely 
be heard and therefore quite in- 
effective in a room heavy with chat- 
ter although they’ve been seen to 
work better before in this spot. 

Opening specialist was Ginger 
Sutton, femme acro tapper; second 
Danny Rogers, table and floor buck 
'n’ winger, easily the best in the 
show, despite his careless dress; on 
third Rastus and Cole, mixed col- 
ored tap team and okay, while Mlle. 
Sandra, contortionist, precedes the 
closing Mystics. The Mile Sandra 
booking was the only major fault of 
the show, body and limb-twists and 
bends not being much of an ap- 
petizer for hungry folks. 

Show cried for a singer of any 
type—and yelled for comedy, but 
neither was forthcoming. Mystics 
aim for laughs, but are ineffective on 
that score. 

Phil Davis auditions the acts for 
the afternoon shows. which stick one 
week. A Strand Bldg. agent, Dave 
Stern, does the booking. Budget for 
the acts is around $250 for the week, 
with one show daily weekdays and 
two on Saturdays, following on the 
heels of one another. The show is 
first presented in the regular closed 
room of L&E’s, then taken into the 
adjoining ‘garden’ which is roofed in 
the winter, for the edification of 
the diners there who can’t see the 
first performance. 

A five-piece band plays the show 
and for dancing, but with a pre- 
ponderantly femme trade, there isn't 
much customer-hoofing. Scho. 


CLUB MIRADOR, N. Y. 


Further encouragement of strip- 
pers as candy for the visiting fire- 
men is provided with the reopening 
of this old upstairs rendezvous on 
52nd _ street, a little more than a 
block west from the now famous 
Montmarte row between 5th and 6th 
avenues. It’s the Mirador, formerly 
the Jungle Club, Piquale and Troca- 
dero, and the premises on which 
John Perrone got his humble start 
as a bus boy. ; 

Mario, genial headwaiter about 
town, formerly at Jimmy Kelly’s, is 
the operator of the new west side 
time-killer. He has redecorated the 
place, giving it a semi-modernistic 
setting in a peach-blue-white color 
scheme that is less loud than most 
of the oases in the Broadway sector. 
Besides being comfortable, with a 
good view of the floor from all 
points, a bar is located at one end 
from which standups can also view 
the show. 

The trend toward ladies au naturel 
—or near to it—-in nite clubs gains 
considerable coaxing with the inclu- 
sion of three young ladies on the 
i show, Jean ang oe 5 
quita Venezia and Mickey Par or 
sometime Leon a Eddie's has been 
experimenting with the b.o. value of 














7 
strippers, while more recently the 


lure has reached the Hollywood. 
There is no telling how far night 
clubs may go in emulating the Min- 
sky policy. Of the three strippers 
here, Jean Rochelle stands out as 
the best in her barefooted veil dance. 
She carries light bulbs in each hand 
for effect. Miss Parks does a butter- 
fly routine, while Miss Venezia’s is a 
bubbler a la Sally Rand. 

Mirader show, minus a line of 
girls, is made up of specialties in ad- 
dition to the team of Bigelow and 
Lee, Bigelow acting as m.c. In 
the act’s regular spot, he ably sells 
a couple numbers of a special char- 
acter which, with the strippers, will 
appeal to the firemen. His partner 
works at the piano. 

Hit of the show is Vic Hyde (New 
Acts), who calls himself a one-man 
band and, besides being very clever 
with his instruments, has a pull on 
personality that ought to carry him 
along. Marty Martin (New Acts) 
does okay in three song numbers; 
Jean Reynolds (New Acts), while a 
bit nervous, scores in acrobatic 
dances; team of Honey and Jackie 
Wilson (New Acts), is fairly good 
ballroom-tapping combination; and 
Dorothy James (New Acts) brings 
enough showmanship to a brace of 
songs to get over okay. 

The Joe Ricardel orchestra amply 
satisfies both on the show and for 
the dancing. Char. 


ROYAL PALM CLUB 


(MIAMI) 
Miami, Jan. 17, 


Ted Lewis and his ‘Rhythm Rhap- 
sody Revue’ is far and away the 
finest cabaret show to blossom forth 
in this area this season. Besides 
Lewis, who performs in excep- 
tionally good form, the supporting 
cast on its own would provide top 
entertainment for the mgst discrimi- 
nating pleasure seeker. 
Show opens with Lewis gagging 
and offering a medley of old and 
new tunes, followed in rapid order 
by Carolyn Nolte’s singing in front 
of the line. Paul Remos and his 
Wonder Midgets follow. Two in 
number, the tiny humans perform 
swell feats with Remos. It is de- 
cidedly a class act, unlike the gen- 
eral run of midget offerings. A hot 
band number features Lewis and his 
clarinet in ‘Tiger Rag,’ with Miss 
Nolte following, singing ‘De Lovely.’ 
Lewis and a black-face stooge pro- 
vide about 10 minutes of kibbitzing. 

High spot on the bill are the 
Stuart Morgan Dancers, an adagio 
quartet with a very difficult and un- 
usual routine. Their work is exe- 
cuted with finish and precision 
rarely seen in acts of this type. 

Rapidly paced, and with Lewis 
working long and hard, the show 
zips along. 

Lewis also plays for the dancing, 
assisted by Clementine’s marimba 
band. Thom, 


CLUB YUMURI, N. Y. 


; One of the quick clicks of N. Y. 
is this Cuban nite spot on Broadway 
and 52d street, site of the former 
Frivolity, and long a jinx joint until 
Roldan, the m. c., and his syndicate 
decided that the Latin atmosphere 
brought to midtown convenience 
ought to catch on. Theory has 
worked out much in the same man- 
ner that the Kit-Kat and Cotton 
Club, by moving Harlem into the 
Park avenue and Times Sauare belt, 
have attracted the truckin’-on-down 
addicts, who, however, had become 
weaned away from the Lenox ave- 
nue atmosphere. 

In the case of the Yumuri, the 
paradox is that this heart-of-Broad- 
way spot now draws the Spanish- 
Cuban customers from all parts of 
N. Y., which at least is something of 
a tribute to its authenticity. 

Eliseo Grenet and his mecoy 
Cuban orchestra is the musical 
mainstay. Grenet is world-famed for 
a couple of internationally popular 
rhumbas and he knows how to dis- 
pense the native tempos. Don Hil- 
berto is the alternating relief or- 
chestra and not the average No. 2 
combo, considering that they were 
the mainstay dansdispensers when 
up at the Toreodor on 110th street. 

But the big noise of Yumuri are 
a pair of sensational rhumbaists, 
Rene and Estela (New Acts), with a 
class show including the suave 
Spanish terper, Rosita Ortega, cur- 
rently doubling into Radio City 
Music Hall’s Spanish festival show, 
and Consuelo Moreno, personality 
song-and-dance specialist whose 
native lyrics seem to register es- 
pecially well with the Latin trade. 
Senorita Ortega is another looker 
and is remembered for her stand-out 
casteneting and Spanish heel-click- 
ing in ‘Revenge With Music,’ 
operetta of two seasons back. 

No couvert excepting a Saturday 
night $1.50 minimum; a $1.25 and 
$1.50 table d’hote, and an unusual 
atmosphere, virtually underwrites 
the Better and hotter for 





supper when business ks up. 
Calvo at the door. Abel. 





FROLICS CLUB 


(MIAMI) 
Miami, Jan. 17. 

A variety bill, ranging from mu- 
sical comedy to opera, is the offering 
at this spot. It is an unusual show, 
beautifully costumed and expertly 
produced, that progresses at a mile- 
a-minute clip, with lavish oduc- 
tion numbers presented in a flawless 
manner by producer Billy Arnold. 
No outstanding names appear, but 
the talent is nevertheless clever. 

A soft shoe ensemble number 
opens the show, with Medisca and 
Michael, a right smart adagio team, 
doing lifts and throws all over the 
large floor. Barrett and Smith, Lon- 
don music hall duo, aren’t particu- 
larly funny, but their old-time of- 
fering is mildly amusing. Vito and 
Piri, a precision dance team, do a 
weird number called ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday’ with an effective though 
ghastly climax. It’s quite dramatic. 
Honey Mae, soubrette, has plenty of 
pep and helps speed up the produc- 
tion. Carmine de Giovanni possesses 
an operatic voice of rare quality. He 
sings opera arias, as well as popular 
songs, and it’s surprising how quiet 
the customers remain when he 
works. 

An Indian ensemble number, fea- 
turing Medisca and Michael, is the 
top production number in the show. 
Paul Mall, m.c., doesn’t try to be 
funny and sings rather well. i 

Etzi Covatto plays for the show 
and dancing. Thom, 


GROSVENOR HOUSE 


London, Jan. 11. 

‘Paris Tout du Monde,’ new floor- 
show at Grosvenor House, is pre- 
sented by Jacques Charles. It is the 
Percy Athos show which has just re- 
turned from a South American tour 
of six months. Understood the 
nucleus of the present entertainment 
goes into the new International 
nitery in New York (still to open) 
after its London engagement. 

The girls, headed by Odette Athos, 
are an attractive aggregation, and 
their costuming is colorful and only 
occasionally daring. There are more 
than a dozen numbers, including the 
specialists, none of them very long, 
with the whole show just exceeding 
one hour. 

Each item is announced by an at- 
tractive looking French commere 
(female m.c.). There is a dancing 
pantomimist named John Bux, who 
is fairly funny; Marisa Cobian, a 
really good Spanish castanet dancer 
with a male guitar accompanist; Duo 
Dell Adami, billed as direct from 
South America, who do a very hot 
carioca; Kambar, with an attractive 
accordion routine, and Kent and 
Paddy, a pair of excellent hand-to- 
hand balancers with a comedy rou- 
tine that often resembles the stunts 
of similar acts. 

Specialties possess more or less 
merit, but it is doubtful if the show 
in the aggregate is strong enough for 
a first-rate New York spot. Jolo. 





Nitery Placements 


Lucille Ballantine and Paul Pierce 
at the Cocoanut Grove, Boston, 
opening Jan. 25. 

Horatio Zito will supply the music 
for Nick Bate’s new Merry-Go- 
Round (nee Maisonette Russe) when 
spot opens Jan. 22. Boris Koretzky’s 

iennese ensemble will alternate. 

Tania and Kirsoff, dance team, re- 
placed Nastia Poliakova at _ the 
Sherry-Netherlands hotel, N. Y. 

Shep Fields’ band now at the 
Arcadio International, Philadelphia. 
Toper and Hayes, dance team; Diane 
Denise, singer; Al Hoffman, juggler 
and Virginia MacNaughton, dancer, 
complete the show. 

Ann Courtney out as vocalist with 
Hal Hope’s band at the Hotel Mont- 
clair, N. Y., with Juanita Wayne re- 
placing. 

Yvette Rugel, singer, 
Gay 90's, iv. Y., Jan. 22. 

Poison Gardner, singer, back at 
the Dizzy Club, N. Y. 

Erskine Hawkins and Bama State 
Collegians is new band at the 
Harlem Uproar House, N. Y. Lovey 
Lane and Fairbanks Sisters, added to 
the show. 

Bob Bennett’s orchestra current at 
the Rainbow Grille, Wilmington, Del. 
Mazel and Zita, dance team, aug- 
menting. 

Jerry Johnson band returns to the 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany, Feb. 1, 
after leaving the Radisson hotel, 
Minneapolis. 

Clyde McCoy making a series of 
shorts for Warner. 

Barney Rapp, back from a honey- 
moon, goes on a one-niter starting 
Feb. 1. 

Reggie Childs and_ orchestra 
opened at Commodore Perry hotel, 
Toledo, Jan. 15. CRA booked. 

Ray O’Hara replaces Rita Rio’s 

irl band at the Hotel Governor 

linton, N. Y., Jan. 21. 

Peggy Dolan singing with Phil 
a crew at the Shelton hotel, 


Johnny Hamp exits the Rainbow 
Grill, Radio City, N. Y., Feb. 1, to be 
followed by Emery Deutsch. 

Peggy .Strickland, singer moved 
into Frances Maddux’s spot at 
Restaurant Larue, N. Y. Sid Tuscher, 
pianist, and Hugo Pedulla, baritone, 
assist. Eddie Davis’ band continues. 

Elisha Tuttle’s band returns to Le 
Mirage, N. Y., today (Wed.). 

Rosini, 





into Bill’s 





Caro a comes into 
Terrace Room of Hotel New Yorker, 
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ROSITA ORTEGA 
Dancing 
6 Mins. 
Music Hall, N. Y. 

Rosita Ortega, recently on the 
floor at the Rainbow Room and 
doubling from the Club Yumuri, ap- 
pears in her first theatre engage- 
ment of the No. 1 stage show house 
of the world as part of a presenta- 
tion which, being Spanish in motif, is 
right in her line. Miss Ortega’s rep- 
ertoire, however, quite probably in- 
cludes other than Spanish dancing, 
making her suitable for most re- 
quirements of niteries or theatres. 

Two numbers, both very flashy, 
represent Miss Ortega’s stint here. 
Appearing at two different points 
in solos, backed by production dis- 
plays, ‘her numbers are _ similarly 
Spanish, but distinguished by good 
technique. Miss Ortega makes an 
impressive appearance and injects 
into her dancing much of the viva- 
clousness that goes with Hispanic 
hoofery. She is surefire material. 

Char, 


TRAMP BAND (8) 
10 Mins. 
Cotton Club, N. Y. 

Title explains brand of entertain- 
ment which is presented in Cotton 
Club’s current show, and it is a sock 
novelty flash. Colored octet garbed 
in tattered costumes, with instru- 
ments primarily a home-made as- 
sortment of loud noise-getters, with 
only a trumpet, bass violin and piano 
the legitimate accessories. Plenty of 
energy is also devoted to Harlemese 
outbursts, unexpected hoofing pranks 
and general foolery, all jelled into 
a swiftly-paced routine. 

Leader strikes a Stepin Fetchit 
characterization most of the time. 
Each member of the group steps for- 
ward for a heated specialty of some 
kind. 

Energy tossed into the act is con- 
tagious, Finale has them on the 
miniature stage above the band and 
spot-lighted for a snappy rehash of 
the revue’s score. 

Washboard uke contraption and 
the array of frying pans for drum- 
mer are prominent in the physical 
set-up, 


HENRI WESSELLS 
Dancer . 
10 Mins. 

Cotton Club, N. Y. 

Henri Wessells is an import from 
Paris, with a ballet style predomi- 
nant in his stepping which contrasts 
the Suzy-Q antics worked into the 
current Cotton Club edition. Colored 
dancer has appeared in various con- 
tinental revues, mainly Parisian of- 
ferings, which is easily recognized 
by his casual polish. Specializes in 
high kicks in his first appearance, 
but later returns for a ‘anaie reprise 
with a torso performer to disport in 
a barefoot number. The rhythm’s 
there, but it has been smoothed down 
for those who like sophistication. 

Wessells is seen first in tails for 
a song, revealing a nice voice for the 
production tune, 


VIC HYDE 
One-Man Band 

11 Mins. 

Club Mirador, N. Y. 

Vic Hyde, from the hinterland, is 
likely to go places—good ones. He 
has a novelty instrumental act, set 
off by a little talk, which is a sure 
click. 

Young Hyde opens his act at the 
piano, with a flock of instruments 
of the wind variety around him. He 
slams the ivories with one mitt, 
plays a wind instrument with an- 
other and works the drum with a 
hoof for effects that are both clever 
and novel. After indulging in a 
little talk, Hyde shows what he can 
do with trumpets, playing two at a 
time first and closing with three in 
one breath, the instruments being 
hooked together with a mouthpiece. 
On a single trumpet he is strong 
with ‘Sugar Blues.’ 

In addition to being there as a 
musician, Hyde seems to be able to 
handle talk well. He hasn’t much 
here, but a good material writer 
might bring out some real latent 
qualities in this direction. Char. 


JEAN REYNOLDS 
Dancing 
5 Mins. 
Club Mirador, N. Y. 

Working a bit nervously, Jean 
Reynolds, when caught, scored with- 
out trouble in a couple of acrobatic 
routines. A young girl, she’s prob- 
ably just out of the dancing schools, 
and making a good appearance, will 
probably develop better stage pres- 
ence. 

She offers two numbers, a straight 
acrobatic and a novelty body-bender. 

Char. 


N. Y., Jan. 21, Tess Gardelle leaves 
today (Wed.). 

George Christie back on Broadway 
as manager of Anselmo’s, N. Y., west 
side spot which installed floor show 
and girl’s band Sunday night (17)..- 

Loretta Crawford, singer, Jai-leta, 
rhumba dancer, and Alice Lowell 
head new floor show at Maria’s, N. Y. 

Rudy Vallee flies to Miami Thurs- 
day (21) to open at the Deauville 
Cabana Club. 

Bunny Berrigan replacing Johnny 
Davis at Hickory House, N. Y., Jan. 
23. Adele Girard, swing harpist, re- 
turned to same spot. 











RENE and ESTELA (3) 
Rhumba Team 
7 Mins. 
ae a N. Y. 

is Cuban Negro rhumba j 
one of the hottest extant. Thera, 
spot in Havana, Tres Hermandos 
which is usually a windup for the 
bunch en route back to the Casino 
Nacional, and only there does this 
same brand of rhumbaing give out. 
Rene and Estela hail from this spot, 
also the San Souci and kindred joints 
in the Cuban capital. 

Gal has an educated torso and 
does the same tummy-rippling that 
Kaloah at the Cotton Club special. 
izes in, plus a few quivers of her 
own. Only diff is that they’re in the 
native Cuban ruffles and bandanas 
instead of the Harlemesque abbre. 
viated seaweed. 

Rene and Estela are quite the talk 
of the nite-lifers who go for the 
daiquiri-flavored terps and _ stuff 
With them is Agustin Brito, whose 
rhythmic manipulations on the bon. 
gos—those native, Cuban twin drums 
—is something for the Gene Krupa 
and Ray Bauduc tympanni addicts to 
watch and listen to. 

Amidst rhumba dancers who are 
so plentiful as Cuban panatellas, this 
team is something of an attraction 
because of their torrid yet finished 
weaving. The dusky gal’s a looker, 
besides. Nobody watches her partner, 
even though he’s breaking knees and 
ankles with some truly difficult 
whirling dervish stuff over a glass 
of water. bel. 


DOROTHY JAMES 
Singer 

8 Mins. 

Club Mirador, N. ¥. 

Dorothy James, a_ specialist in 
songs, depends largely on showman- 
ship and merchandising finesse in 
landing rather than on quality of 
voice. She sells herself well from 
a floor show, with aid of a mike, and 
should fit into requirements else- 
where for stage purposes. 

One of Miss James’ numbers, a 
sort of prosties’ lament, isn’t so im- 
pressive on lyrics but in this singer’s 
hands is pushed to its limits for ef- 
fects. She gets a bit dramatic with 
this one. Her second number is 
more of a ballad and okay, too. Pos- 
sibly the numbers should be re- 
versed, however. She makes a good 
appearance. Char. 


MARY MARTIN 
Songs 

6 Mins. 

Club Mirador, N. Y. 

Agreeable singer of songs with an 
okay personality and pretty good 
sales ability. Might be spotted suit- 
ably for picture house units or on 
the air, providing too much isn’t ex- 
pected. 

In the Club Mirador show, Miss 
Martin is on twice, first for two 
pop numbers, one of which suffers 
a bit from faulty diction, and later 
for ‘Love in Your Eyes,’ pretty well 
done, Uses a mike. Char, 


HONEY and JACKIE WILSON 
Dancing 
3 Mins. 
Club Mirador, N. Y. 
A _ballroom-tapping 
proves fairly good. 
Possibly a brother-and-sister team, 
the Wilsons combine a ballroom and 
tap sequence in a very fast tempo 
and dust off their stint with a 
straight tapper, also fast. They de- 
pend more on speed than technique, 
which may be a good policy on the 
floors. A personable young couple, 
the Wilsons. Char, 


NITERY NOTES 


Calgary Bros., who just closed at 
the College Inn., Chicago, go into the 
Rainbow Room, New York, Feb. 15. 


team ___ that 











Imogene Cocoa, Robert Bard, June 
Sillman, Jack and June Blair, and 
Heather Halliday, out of folded ‘New 
Faces,’ moved into the Ambassador 
hotel, N. Y. Numbers will all be 
from the Leonard Sillman revue. 





Bob DuPont, juggler, closed at 
Versailles, N. Y., Thursday (14) and 
sailed Jan. 16 for Rio de Janeiro, 
where he is booked into the Casino 
Atlantico. 





Jimmy Garret originally in at the 
Morrison Casino, Chicago, for four 
weeks, has been extended to eight. 
Allan Kane and band replace Vic 
Abbs’ at the Monte Carlo bar of the 
same establishment. 





Al Quodbach, vet cafe man, band 
rep and original owner of the 
Granada in Chicago, is reopening the 
Century Club in Hollywood. 





Stanley Twins in Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Stanley Twins washed up their 
tour in George White’s Scandals to 
go into ‘New Faces of 1937’ at RKO. 
Joseph Santley will direct with 





Edward Small producing. 
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No Miami House Available, Speciale 
Putting Folies’ Unit in 2,000-Seat Tent 


Miami, Jan. 19. 1 ‘Crazy Show’ Going 
Into Chi’s College Inn| 





Mike Speciale of Cleveland is 
pitching a 2,000-seat tent downtown, 
two blocks off Flagler street, for the 
local showing of his ‘Folies de Nuit’ 
unit. He hit upon the tent idea when 
unable to make a satisfactory theatre 
deal locally. 

Show is the one that played Cleve- 
land during the Great Lakes Expo 
last summer, and has been playing 
theatres north since fall, 

Policy under canvas will be three 
two-hour shows nightly, starting at 
7:30 and running continuously. Pol- 
icy will be billed as ‘non-stop revue,’ 
the term used for continuous variety 
shows in England for years, but not 
known to have been adopted on this 
side up to now. Tent will fill a city 
lot. Speciale has the ground on a 
three months’ lease. 


Show comprises about 35 people, 
including a line, and features Made- 
line Gardner. Louis Pollock is han- 
dling the campaign. 

It's in opposition to the 
d’Amour’ at the French Casino here. 


SINGER ASKS $10,000 
FOR DAMAGED SCHNOZZ 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 


Suit for $10,000 damages has been | 


filed against Hugh Gartland, owner 
of the Van Dyke nitery, by Audree 
Warner, radio and nite club singer, 
for injuries she claims she received 
in a fall in the nitery. 

Miss Warner claims she stumbled 
over a groove which encircles the 
dance floor, while at the club as a 
customer, and fell on her face, dis- 
figuring her nose. The injury, she 
alleges, has impaired her voice. 


Julia Marlowe Weds, 
Thence to B. A. Radio 


Tito Davidson, film technician. and 
Julia Marlowe, night club singer at 
the Trocadero, Hollywood, were mar- 
ried in Reno Jan. 5 preparatory to 
going to Buenos Aires together. 


Girl was contracted for appear- 
ances there by Rudy Ayala, visiting 
Argentine jazz maestro. When David- 
son, also an Argentinian and fiancee 
of the girl, was apprised of the fact 
that she was due to go to B. A. Jan. 
16 from N. Y. he rushed the nuptials. 

All three sailed Jan. 16 for Buenos 
Aires where girl and Ayala take up 
duties for Radio Belgrano and double 
into local niteries. 








Harry Burns Set for 1st 
N. Y. Vaude Date in 2 Yrs. 


Harry Burns opens at Loew’s State, 
New York, Friday (22) for his first 
eastern vaude date in nearly two 
years. RKO is setting time to follow. 

‘Burns has been on the Coast in 
pictures and 
vaude dates. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Fourth week of 
Theatre 


snow storm in 


real spring 
here shows 


newsreel with Cal. 


and audience goes wild with ap- | 


plause, 


Larry Morris, Philadelphia enter- 
tainer, here for a mess of vacashing. 


_ Remember these two real old} 
timers, George Milton (Original 
Jiggs) and George E. Mitchell, 
Mitchell Twins? Both are holding 
up nicely at the Elk’s Home, Bed- 
ford, Va. 

Margaret Newell, who has seen 


years and years of that bed thing at 
the lodge, out for a mess of food at 
Camp Intermission. Says the thrill 
felt like being moved from number 
two position to next-to-shut. 

Town awaiting the arrival of 
Christy Mathewson, Jr., who was re- 
cently married in Florida. The 
Mathewson’s still retain their home 
here, 

Vernon Lawrence, who mastered 
ten years of 


ozoning at the NVA 
eee. now vocational instructor at 
le Trudeau sanatorium. 


Write to those, in Saranac and | 


elsewhere who are sick. 








Chicago, Jan, 19, 


College Inn (Hotel 


‘The Crazy Show.’ 
acts set is Marion and Irma, coming 


London, and booked through Music 
Corporation. 

New show replaces the current 
‘College Inn Circus’ and will run 
until Feb. 14, when the nitery will 
cut down sharply for Lent. Hold- 
ing over will be the Roger Pryor 
orchestra and the Gertrude Hoffman 
girls. 


50 Wall Streeters, 
At $250 Per, B.R.’ing 








‘Folies | 


returns following the | 


Barney Gallant is having e new 
versity Place and 12th 
Greenwich Village by 
streeters, who have each put up $250 
|for underwriting. Considering that 
|these 50 are also potential good 
| spenders, the new Gallant venture 
| looks to start off being underwritten 
in another way also. 


street in 


He’s readying the new spot for a 
| February debut. 


Mayfair, Chi, Folding 





Chicago, Jan. 19. 

son will be the Blackstone hotel’s 
swanky Mayfair Room, which will 
call it a season on Feb. 12. Orig- 
inally slated to shutter a 


seven 
parties. 
Mayfair Room has been doing 
pretty fair on weekends, but has had 
difficulty with its midweek trade. 


days to handle a couple of 





‘AFA Sets New Wage 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 


here in February, 
Walter F. Ryan, rep, of American 
Federation of Actors, with full-week 
spots raising minimum $5 to $30 per 
act. 

New minimum for outstate niteries 
will go into effect Feb. 1, with the 
local upping due coupla weeks later. 
Outstate the new scale will be $35 
a week at full-week spots, while 
| split-week niteries will pay $38 per 
| week, split pro rata. Union places 
| using floor shows one or two nights 
| must pay acts at least $7 a night, 
under the new rates. 








| L’ville’s New Vaudfilm 


Louisville, Jan. 19. 
former manager of 





Ace Barry, 


tion with Tom Devine, to reopen 
the National, 2,400-seat house which 
has been dark since early in 1936. 

Opening will take place Feb. 5, 
| with policy announced as name 
| bands and units. 








| 
| 
| 
| 


Faith Bacon Recuping 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Faith Bacon is recuperating from 
the accident she had while playing 
the State-Lake theatre here, al- 
though it will be at least four or five 
| months before she will be able to 
resume work 


Sherman) | 
brings in four new acts Jan. 28 for | 
a new set-up, which will be tagged | 
First of the new | 





It Had to Come 





Minneapolis, Jan. 19. 
Newest spot here is the ‘Elbow 
Room’ at Francis Drake, up- 
town hotel. | 
It’s a night club for juves and 


operates only on Friday and | 1 
Saturday nights because the , Gert. Hoffman Mulls 


kids don’t have any school the || Marcus-Orient Offer 


following days. 








There’s a floor show and : , : 
: - : | Gertrude Hoffman is considering 
a alcoholic beverages "| an offer to go to the Orient with the 





direct from the Grosvenor House in | 


First foldee of the nite club sea- | 


Brown and Alamo here, in associa- | 


Gallant’s New Spot 


Club Gallant built for him on Uni- | 
| confabs. 
50 Wall | 
| strong at the 


| 
} 
} 


Due to N.G. Week-Day Biz. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


week | 
sooner, it will stick open for another | 


| 


} 





Marcus show as stager of dances. 





| show at College Inn, Sherman hotel, 

| J Chicago, it being her third succes- 
sive assignment there. 

Was 


| itself the owner of a swank nitery 


She is currently directing the floor 


Miss Hoffman, who staged the en- 
sembles during the operetta season 
Jones Beach, L. I. last summer, 
recently offered a similar post 
with the St. Louis civic opera com- 
pany, but refused because of the heat 
in that city during the summer. 





Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Dinner business at every major 
nitery in town is excellent at this 
time, with peak marks being hit at 
many of the spots, Capacity crowds 
are hitting daily at such spots as the | 
Casino Parisien, Chez Paree, College 
Inn, Empire Room, Continental 


Hotel Accommodations 
Room and Congress Casino. For Acts In Capital 
This mealtime jam is due strictly ba 


o the volume of convention business . ; 
t . ° Scarcity of hotel accommodations | 
in town at present, with the hotels 


iammed with out-of-towners in for in Washington, D. C., for the in- 
” ’ augural today (Wed.) will find many 
annual or semi-annual industry professionals staying with friends or | 
in official residences. Maria Gam- | 
barelli, the dancer, is a guest at the | 
Italian embassy. Arthur Yeager, of 
the Metropolitan opera, will stop 
with a cabinet official. 


GUS SUN REOPENS CHI | Vaude acts playing Loew’s Capitol | 
|and Warner’s Earle also found it | 

tough to get sleeping accommoda- | 

OFFICE; PEPPLE MGR. | tions. | 

| Carter Barron and Gene Ford, of | 

Loew's John Payette and Harry | 
|Lohmeier of Warners, and Hardie 
Meakin, of RKO, are on the Wash- 
A ington end for the participation of 
Chicago. Manager of the reopened | show biz officially. Jean Harlow and 


local headquarters will be Dwight | Robert Taylor of Metro are to attend. | 
Pepple, who has had long experience 


in the business as agent and pro- | 
ducer. 

Sun offices are now booking more | Stamford, Conn., House 
than 10 weeks of time for small 
units and two weeks of Ohio time | 
for the big shows. 


F.D.R.’s Inaug Cramps 





Late business is not so 
hotel spots in com- | 
parison with the dinner trade. 


alba dala | 
| 


supper 


| 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 
After a layoff of nearly five years, 
the Gus Sun offices are reopening in 














| Palace, Stamford, Conn., goes stage 
| shows this week with units on an 
|occasional basis. George Ritch, oper- 
| ating the house, is buying the shows 
| from New York. 

‘Glorified Follies’ is the opening 
| show (21-23). Units will be set 
whenever and as often as available. 


Hosp’s Nitery 





Petoskey, Mich., Jan. 19. 
The local hospital suddenly found 


this week, a1.d doesn’t know whether 


| to start dispensing alcohol along Pe ee 
with ether, or sell the club, the 
Par 4. 


Scale for Det. Niteries 


Upped pay scales for acts playing | 
union niteries will go into effect | 
according to | 


| served as 


| therefore, are laying off. 


| some hard praying if they are to be 


Philly Nitery Op Turns 
To Fight Promoting 


The hospital bid in the club to 
satisfy a court lien of $21,000, which 
the institution obtained against the hil : 9 
property owned by Mr. and Mrs. * : EnSaenerm ace ah 
Gordon Evick following litigation in | (Frank Palumbo, one of ee 
which the hospital charged there | nitery nabobs, is now also fight pro- 
was a shortage of $21,000 in accounts | Moter- Last week began weekly 
of the hospital, where Mrs. Evick | S€Ties of Thursday night bouts at 
bookkeeper. Latter is Olympic Club, in South Philadelphia 
awaiting trial on embezzling charges. | Section not far from his Frank 
| Palumbo’s Cafe. 

His nitery, 
existence, was 

father.. Frank Palumbo is 27. 








in 53d year of 





now 


British Panic 


(Continued from page 3) 














No Baggage, No Show 


even cause a shine locally. Both. 





Not the Only Ones 
These, however, are not the only 
companies that have made mistakes. 
Other producers will need to do 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Jack Fine’s unit ‘Comique Con- 
tinental’ missed opening at the Or- 
been 


because its baggage car had 


saved from the hands of the re- | sent to St. Louis. 
Fuliee’ es has ee ee | Car was located later and the unit 
pas rg a oe ~ eae . was able to play the last show of the 


day. 


| by Charles J. 


established by his | 


pheum in Memphis Wednesday (13) | 


| hibitors 


There is also likely to be consid- 
erable general turmoil among ex- 
here, who, faced with a 
quota of 20%, will suddenly find 
sources of British product drying up, 
leaving them with half as many 


| pictures to choose from. 


She was severely cut when a large 


sheet of glass, on 
standing, gave way. 


which she 


was 


WOLFSON SAILS FEB. 6 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 


| reported to have been invested by a 


Lou Wolfson, of Music Corp. of 
America, is slated to sail for Europe 
| Feb. 6. 
| Wolfson will take over the man- 
agement of the London office. .of | 
| MCA, 





Duchin in Boston 


Eddy Duchin’s band goes into the 


Metropolitan, Boston, week of Feb. 
11. 


= 


Mostly Presentations for London 


Palladium: Holborn a Two-Weeker 


London, Jan. 8. 
With the London Palladium now 
practically a production house, Gen- 
eral Theatres Corporation’s other 
theatre, the Holborn Empire, will 
start a new policy with regard to 
American headliners. It will consist 


of holding names over for two weeks. 


Vic Oliver (current) is a case in 
point, and Harry Richman, due here 
at the Cafe de Paris for the month 
of May, will double at the Holborn 
for a fortnight. 

Meanwhile the Palladium policy 
for 1937 is complete. Present ‘Crazy’ 
show will run ’til the end of March 
or early April, and will be followed 
by Jack Hylton and his unit, with 
Flanagan and Allen included. This 
makes the English comics’ last ap- 
pearance under the George Black 
banner, team then going over to 
Charles Cochran. Hylton show will 
probably run ‘til the end of June, 
and from then on will come a short 
vaudeville season starring American 
names, with Morton Downey one of 
the earliest booked. 

Around September, the Palladium 


reverts to the ‘Crazy’ business, with 
the original ‘gang.’ Flanagan and 
Allen will be replaced by Tommy 
Trinder, local boy who has been 
touring with the Larry Adler unit 


|!and who returns to Adler when he 
| comes 


back here in April for 12 
weeks. 


INTERSTATE FINALLY 
BUYS $150-A-DAY UNIT 


Interstate Circuit in the southwest, 
mainly Texas, is getting its first $150- 
a-day unit booked out of New York 
Freeman, starting 
March 6. Has laid out a total of 31 
days’ playing time in one, two and 
three-day spots for ‘Bell’s Ha- 
waiians,’ 12-people show produced 





M = M by John Hicks Page. 
Going Into Unit Policy | ‘treme t8 or hones office 


|in N. Y. and booking Montreal and 
| Toronto, besides the Interstate, has 
| been trying for months to sell the 
| Par subsids on the idea of buying 
| the $150-a-day units out of N. Y. 
| Smaller Interstate houses, Wilby- 
'Kincey and Famous Players-Can- 
|adian, up to now have been going 
| outside Par’s own booking office for 
| the small units. 

One idea broached by Freeman 
| last year was for Paramount to set 
| up a production department in N. Y. 
|to stage the $150-a-day units, but 
this never eventuated. 


Neble Forced Out by Hub 











| Ray Noble’s band, current, goes 


| out of the N. Y. Paramount Jan. 27, 
after two weeks, a different crew 
| coming in thet day to stick for ‘The 
Plainsman’s’ ‘or) third week. Sub- 
stituting band ever, has not yet 
been set. Nobic es into the Met- 
ropolitan, Boston, iviiowing the N. Y. 
Par date. 

Fred Waring’s band will augment 
‘Champagne Waltz’ at the B’way de 
luxer starting Feb. 3. 





Rasch Ballet Set in Feb. 


Albertina Rasch Ballet 
which appeared at the St. Regis 
hotel, sailed for London Feb. 1 for 
an engagement at the Dorchester 
House. 

Booking commences Feb. 25 and 
will extend to the Coronation fes- 


| tivities in May. 


Date, Waring With ‘Waltz’ 


For London Dorchester 


group, 


Receiverships of the three Julius 
Hagen companies last week, put in 
by the Westminster Bank and lead- 
ing insurance companies, follow dis- 
astrous attempts by Hagen to expand 
via acquisition of small studio set- 
ups at Hammersmith and Elstree. 
Total indebtedness of the various 
units is reported to be in the region 
of $1,250,000. of which Lloyds Bank 
are in for $125,000. C. T. Bowring & | yy, 
Co. (Ins.. Ltd.) $500,000 and $250,006 


it also being his home town, but the 
Met booking will be his first appear- 
ance in Boston in a couple of years. 


CRAWFORDS’ COMEBACK 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 





Mrs. Jesse Crawford will 
go on the road playing twin organs 
in picture houses. 


and 


bookmaker. 
Probably the 

the present 

here has 


biggest loser with 
financing of producers 
the Prudential As- 


Nitery Takes Midget Act 


been 


surance Co., with an estimated loss Buster Shaver, with Olive and 
of $5,000,000. Another insurance so-| George Brasno, opens Feb. 23 at 
ciety understood to have film invest- | the Folies Parisienne, Chicago, fo1 


eight weeks. 
Set by Max Tishman. 


ments is the Eagle, Star & British 
Dominions | 


The Hub is where Duchin started, 


After a three-day tryout in Rock- | 
ford, there is strong possibility that | 


| Rimacs Set for Quick 


| Vaude Repeats Abroad 


sail Jan. 27 for 
London to open at the Mayfair hotel, 
weeks of 
vaudeville 


The Rimacs will 
London, with some 22 
| English and Continental 
dates to follow. 


cently returned from a European 
| tour, so this is a quick repeat. Wil- 
liam Morris agency booked. 
* * 
Savo Clicks Big 
London, Jan. 19 
Jimmy Savo, opening last night 
(Monday) at the Cafe de Paris, here, 
was an immediate click with his 
comeqay -mumil 


Se {< 2a month’ tay. 


The Latin rhumba band only re- 
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A Page Out of Old Vandeville 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





THE STORY TELLER 


(Enter to music which dies down | 


as you start speaking. 
should consist of Prince Albert coat, 
striped trousers and puffed tie. If 
not, a neat looking business suit can 
be used). 


(Laughingly). We have a colored 


girl working for us at our house and | pital Pat stopped off in a few thirst 


> | . 
Well,|emporiums and 
the other evening she came home all | reached 


her name is Mandy Brown. 


excited. ‘What’s the idea of all the 
joyesness, Mandy,’ I asked her. 
‘Why, I’se goin’ to git married,’ 


said Mandy. 
even know you had a beau,’ said I. 
‘I ain’e excatly had one Mr. (use 
your name here) ‘but you knows the 
fun’ral I’se went to last week; well 
I’se going to marry the corpse’s hus- 


fun’ral.’ 
a Negro dialect when coming to the 
colored girl’s part of the conversa- 
tion, in your own natural voice when 
doing the straight stuff). 


Which reminds me of the time my 
friend ‘Si Slimkin from up in Maine 
came to New York. When he landed 
in the Big City, the first thing he 
noticed were some laborers digging 
up the streets. He walked over to 
the excavation and looked down the 
deep hole in the street, and could 
see some of the men working. (In 
Rube dialect) ‘Hey there,’ shouted Si, 
‘What are ye doing down there?’ 
‘Building the subway,’ came the 
answer from below. (This can be 
done in Italian.or Irish dialect) 
‘How soon will it be finished?’ asked 
Si. ‘In five years,’ they shouted 
back. ‘Well never mind, then I'll 
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Costume | good friends Pat and Mike. 


| nice brannigan on. 


| 

take the elevated train,’ said Si as) 
he walked away. 
I must tell you this one about my 
Mike 
was sick in the hospital and Pat 
thought it his duty to visit Mike in 
the hospital and make him forget 
his pains by telling him funny 
stories. Before going to the hos- 


by the time he 
bedside he had a 
When he finally 
and got to 


Mike’s 


reached the hospital 


| Mike’s side he told him a story about 


‘Why Mandy, I didn’t | 
ithe past Sunday. 


what happened to him at Church | 


‘Ah’ sighed Mike, | 


i*‘will you tell me that story again?’ 


| Pat repeated the story. 
| mind 


‘Would you 


leaning over a bit Pat, me 


ps ' hearings ain’t what it used to be and 
band. He says I was the life of the | tel] me that story agin?’ said Mike. 


| like a 





(This should be done with | And Pat repeated the same story 











again. ‘Tell it again,’ asked Mike, 
and after Pat told the same story a 
dozen times he said to Mike, ‘Mike | 
that story ain’t so good as to be 
worth me tellin it to ye so many 
times is it?’ ‘Sure it ain’t the story,’ 
sez Mike, ‘it’s your breath that is 
whiff from Heaven.’ (This 
story should be told with two differ- 
ent Irish voices...A thin voice for | 
Pat and a Weep voice for Mike). 
And speaking about Mike reminds 
me of the time he sent his young | 
daughter Bridget to Sunday School 
for the first time. Mike instructed | 
her in case the teacher should ask 
her some questions. Mike said, ‘Now, 
Bridget, if the teacher asks your 
name, say Bridget Doolan. If she 
asks how old you are, say seven 
years old. And if she asks you who 
made you, say God made me.’ Well | 
sir, when Bridget got to a5 
| 

| 


school and was questioned by the 
teacher, she made the correct re- 
sponses to all the questions until the 
teacher asked her who made her and 
she answered; (In 
‘Papa told me his name, 
forgotten.’ 


I believe I'll lay off the Irish and | 
tell you a story about my old friend | 
Ikey Cohen. Ikey was a pretty rich 
man and he was showing his 
daughter the family jewels that were 
kept in a large trunk at the house. 
The daughter was admiring a par- 
ticularly valuable necklace when 
two burglars rushed in, brandished 
revolvers and carried the trunk out 
the door. ‘Oy, Oy,’ shouted Cohen. 
‘Gone, our jewelry is al! gone. 
Everything is lost.’ ‘Not everything 
papa,’ said his daughter Sadie. ‘Look, 
I still have the pearl necklace.’ 
‘Sadie mine child, you save the 
pearls. How did you manage to do 
it?’ ‘Easy papa,’ said Sadie, ‘When 
the burglars came in I just put the 
necklace down and sat on it.’ Oy, 
Sadie,’ sighed Cohen, ‘If your mama 
was here we could have saved the 


a kids voice) 
but I’ve 
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(From Variety and Clipper) 








' feet, but Carl Laemmle said it was in 





whole trunk.’ (This story should be 
done in Hebrew dialect when the 
Hebrew characters are speaking). 


Ikey had a brother named Jake 


After censoring and passing ‘Fool- 
ish Wives’ in 14 reels, N. Y. Board 
came back and clipped another 4,000 


the interest of condensation, 





Bessie Clayton played her fourth 
date at the Palace, N. Y., within two 
months. At the end of her 40 minutes 





turn the clamor stopped the show 


— 


Unit Reviews 





SCANDALS 


(PALACE, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Jan, 16. 


Here is a show which actually 
does what all units try to do. George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ is a unified 60 
minutes of entertainment with con- 
tinuity to hold it together, 


Show carries a line of 25 girls, 
dancers and showgirls, seeming to 
work interchangeably, all lookers 
and all dressed in costumes of the 
original production, but the real 
show is not the girls. Willie and 
Eugene Howard, and Helen Morgan 





|}are all over the place, each appear-| 
{ing seven times, Miss Morgan jump- | 


while she piled bow upon bow. Had 
built up on the initial show. Irene 
Castle on same show. 

Olsen and Johnson, at the N. Y.! 


Palace, were just another of the acts, 
albeit a good one. Hadn't expanded 
yet. 

at the Winter 
Garden did an _ impersonation 
Ruth St. Dennis in ‘Mme. Butter- 
fly’ and everyone asking when in’ell 
she ever did that. But he had a 
wonderful kimona. 


Francis Renault 





Valeska Suratt tried out a second 
playlet. This one was written by 
Jack Lait and proved more durable 
than her first effort. 

Topic of the moment was Will 
Hays’ acceptance of picture czardom. 
Consensus of opinion was that it was 


|to head off govt. censorship. Other 


deals hinted at. None very close. 





Al Lichtman sought for sales 
manager of First National, but he 
was holding out for a percentage of 
the gross instead of the $75,000 an- 
nual salary offered. 





Western exhib was letting his 
patrons pay what they thought the 
show was worth. Insisted he was 
getting more revenue on the pay- 
as-you-leave plan. 





That South Bend, Ind., was with- 
out a legit theatre for the first time 
in 50 years was considered front 


in 
page news. It was—then. 





Keith houses were saddled with 
an act, ‘The Unseen Hand,’ which 
was frank propaganda for the Na- 
tional Vaudeville Artists, E. F. Al- 
bee’s pet project. Did not last long. 





York and King were tops in Chi 
at the Palace. ‘“Tintypes’ was new 
to western audiences then. Still 
just as good, though. 





Tom Malloy, head of the Chi pic- 
ture operators, signed a new con- 
tract with the managers. Got some 
concessions, but not all asked. But 
regarded as a victory for the ops. 





rain, Jake,’ his sister said. ‘You'll 
get all wet. Better you stay here to- 
night—you can sleep in the next 
room with the triplets.’ So Jake did 
and the next morning she asked him 
if he had a good night’s rest sleep- 
ing with the triplets. ‘Oi, I slept al- 


who went one evening to visit his | right’ said Jake, ‘but I might as well 
oldest sister who was married and | have went home through the rain.’ 


had young triplets. Before Jake 


A few days ago my friend Bill 


started for home a heavy storm blew | Tomkins had a few drinks too many 


up. 


i] 








the world.” 


10:30 to closing. 





“Number 1 night club entertain- 

t of the town—which means 
oo —Abel Green, VARIETY 

50 Dinner 6:30 to 10 P.M. Sup- 
$2 MIN. per (Food and Beverage) 
Sats. and Hols. 
3 tiers 50c extra—NO COVER 
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rst 
CHARGE 


Vincent Travers 


‘You can’t go out in this awful | 


and was driving down Broadway 
and in attempting to turn around in 
the middle of the street was side- 
swiped and upset by a hook and 
ladder truck. Walking over to Bill’s 
overturned flivver, a traffic officer 
poked his head through the broken 
window and said (Irish dialect), 
‘What do you mean by blocking 
traffic like this, Come outta there 
you’re pinched.’ (Speaking as if 
you're under the influence of liquor 
...Muss your hair up a little) ‘Shay, 
offisher,’ sez Bill, ‘how did I know 
them drunken painters were going 
to run into me? (hic).’ 

(Rearrange hair and bow as music 











plays Auld Lang Syne for EXIT.) 
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RAY SAX 


"OKAY FOR SOUND" 


DIRECTION—-FANCHON & MARCO 





| Begins at Sweet 16.’ 


ing right into the opener to do ‘Life 


Miss Morgan does a chorus from 


‘each of the five ‘Show Boat’ numbers 


of | 














which have contributed to her suc- 
cess, including ‘Bill,’ ‘Can’t Help 
Lovin,’ ‘That Man’ and ‘Only Make 


Believe.’ 
Show is held together by having 


posedly shown by television. Idea 
gives a lot of leeway both to produc- 
tion and material. Howards take ad- 


outs ‘Slight Case of Murder,’ ‘Sweep- 
stakes,’ and ‘Double-Crosser,’ Willie 
also doing his French Professor and 


Professor, milks it to the 


words. 


line during the opener does a fast 
buck, with a toetap, excellent, con- 
tributed later on by another femme. 


in the girls wear toppers fitting down 
over their heads, and resting on their 
shoulders, with faces painted on the 
epidermis between the shoulders and 
the collar and tie, worn around the 
hips. Swell effect. 
was used at another ace house 
Chi last week, but better here. 

Costumes are all 
excellently designed. White acces- 
sories used in the final scenes with 
the red gowns could stand a trip to 
the cleaners, however. 

Show was doing five performances 
here on opening day, Friday (15) 
and the house was practically ca- 
pacity at six p.m. Unit sells for 
around $10,000. 

Picture is ‘Woman Alone’ (GB). 

Loop. 


YACHT CLUB REVUE 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Jan. 17. 
‘Yacht Club’ is Will Harris’ new 
show, three weeks old. He goes for 
‘club’ titles, last year having sent 
over this time the ‘Kit Kat Club’ 


in 


The ‘Kat’ show was much the 
stronger—heavier on talent, and 
heavier on production. In _ fact, 


vantage of it to present the black- | 


‘Fountain of Youth’ bits, all scoring | 


This is included in a routine where- | 


Similar routine 


attractive and | 


In one scene | 


| 
| 


= 


there's little production in thi 
the traveler getting most 
workout, 
PR bn ig of the show 
onville, without whom proceeding 
would be sad, indeed. Convii 
works about 14 minutes of the show’s 
55. Assisted by a looker a bit taller 
than himself, he has a nonchalant 
panto lineup of laughs including 
Charlie Chaplin and an imitation of 
a strip tease. First time holy Lin- 
coln has seen bumps in many a day 
Ray Goody starts the show with a 
trio picketing a place for unfairness 
to French shows. The girls, a dozen 
of them in various stages of misfit 
and disinterest, do a swing and al- 
low Goody to retire in three and 
perform on a tight wire. Has a 
couple of good spins in his drunk 
routine, the sole spots of interest 
The singing trio, Burke Sisters 
should know it is the doing, not the 
thinking which impresses an audi- 
ence. Their mouthing is oke. espe- 


S show, 
of the 


is Frankie 


| cially their closer—a new departure 


| 
| 


every number and bit a scene sup-| 


Willie Howard, in doing his French}! George Givot, the 
utmost, | the layout. 
getting a laugh every two or three | 


Outstanding dance bit of the show | Costumes. 
is done by Sam, Ted and Ray, in the | Tather light. Cecile Blair does her 
Ethiopian scene. Very little dancing | second turn at its finish. Conville 
on tap otherwise, only two routines. | puts the show over, then the Ballet 
An unnamed blonde in front of the | @ 


on ‘Sing, Baby, Sing’—but a couple 
of them could play it more natural 
for better effect. One dances, fair. 

Cecile Blair, combo of acrobatic- 
tap, is a two-timer. First she’s on in 
opera length hose and the last time 
in slacks. Both steppings good and 
include some tough tricks. Had trou- 
ble finding the audience on a couple 
of pirouettes, but that mattered little. 


heavily. Comedy in the ‘Scandals’| Jackie Green doubles in brass—m.c. 
is smart, with just enough of the!| and impersonator. Mimicry covers 
ribald. It’s never dirt for dirt’s sake.| Cantor, Jolson, Penner, Arliss and 


last the best of 


‘Midnight Blues,’ a number by the 
girls, has them in gold and black 
It’s a walkaround and 


Corps. Very little ballet. At its 
conclusion, Ellis and Herman, the 
living founts, adagio in a shower. 
Sort of a new version of singing in 
the rain. It’s a four-people flash, in- 
cluding a pair of nudies, and good. 

Barn. 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK, Jan. 25 
: THIS WEEK, Jan. 18 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 











RKO 








BOSTON 


Keith’s (21) Keith’s (22) 


Major Bowes Co 
Bebe Barri Girls Watson’ Gin 
Georgia Hayes (15) 
Walter Nillson Ben Marden's Co + 
Stanley 2 CLEVELAND 


Bredwins Palace (22) 
Rachel Carlay Marden’'s Riviera Co 
Al Trahan (15) 
(14) Mattison’'s Rhythms 8 
Medley & Dupree 
Bebe Barri Girls Moore & Revel 
Steve Evans Jane Withers 
Harris Claire & 5S Great Gretonas 
Dare & Yates COLUMBUS 
Sally Rand Keith’s (22) 
Hal Sherman George White's Co 
Benny Fields SCHENECTADY 
‘ ‘AG Keith's (22-24) 
On — Diane & Duval 
Palace (22) Raymond Wilbert 
Mattison’s Rhythms | Radio Ramblers 4 
Medley & Dupree Lewis & Moore 
Moore & Revel Jumbo 
Jane Withers 7 
Great Gretonas Keith’s (22-24) 
(15) L'le Jack Little Or 
G Whites Scandals! Ross & Bennett 





ae Frank Wilson 
Anita, Chas & Jack 


Toledo, 
Harmony 


CINCINNATI Haig 


Ist 
Ju-Lio-San 
Freddie, 


Heltanos 


Jean 


Loranna 
Thorpe & Stanton 
LEYTONSTONE 


Louis Almaer 
Bennett & Williams 
5 Ebonites 
Howell's 
OLD KENT ROAD 


Anton Bd 


Pietro & Rita 

Y SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Darmora 
Johnson Clark 





STAMFORD HILL 
egent 

Austel & Arthur 

Frank Wilson 


Anita, Chas & Jack 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Toled, Elly & J 
Harmony Kings 

Haig & Escoe 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Anton Bd 
4 Bobs 
Co as booked 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Harry Fryer Bd 
Sylvia & Christian 
2 New Yorkers 
TOOTING 
Granada 
J Maskeleyne Co 
Don Francisco 
Bob Howard 
WALTHANSTOW 
Granada 
Bobby Howell Bd 
Geddes Bros 
Karina 
Vadio & Hertz 
Weallenda’s Lions 








Loew | 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (22) 
Hector & Doreen 
Harry Burns Co 
Benny Davis Co 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (22) 
‘Fats’ Waller Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (22 

Blackstone 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY | Allen & Kent 
Paramount (20) Oriental (22) 
Ray Noble Ore 


,Edna Sedgwick DETROIT 

Cyril Smith Michigan (22 
AUSTIN Don Redman Bd 

Paramount § (23-26) | Buck & Bubbles 

Dave Apollon Co Ada Brown M 
BOSTON 4 Stepp Bros ‘ 


Metropolitan (22) Edna Mae Waters 


Herbert Mundin MONTREAL ist 
Neila Goodelle Loew's (22) Red 
Radcliff & Rogers Olsen & Johnson Co | Vincent 
Dave & H Murray TORONTO 2d 


Pichianna Tr Shea’s Hipp (22) 
Dale Winthrop Leon Errol’s Co 


Shirley Gale TORONTO 
CHICAGO Uptown (22 Tony 
Chieago (22) Mogul 

dal Sherman WACO 





Nirska Paramount (27-28) 
k & M Britton Bd | Dave Apollon’s Co 








Batie & 
Victor Moreton 
Dalcy 
Maude Selkirk 


Roy 


Count Bernivici Co} Pantzer’'s Midgets 
Browning & Starr 
Clifton 





Sherwood 


Stanford 
Danny 
Carsons 


| Sangers Circus 


Provincial 





Week of Jan. 18 


ASHTON UNDER 
LYME 


LEITH 
Capitol 
Ist half (18-26) 
Sherwood & Forest 
2d half (21-23) 
Red Fred 
Vincent & Fox 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 
Owen McGivney 
3 Matas 
Dakotas 
OXFORD 
Ritz 
Billy Costello 
Alexandra 3 
3 Australian Boys 
Harry Moore 
SLOUGH 
Adelphi 


|E & D Waters 


l'at O'Brien 
R & J Winnon 
Vardel 4 
TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS 
Ritz 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Beryl Orde 
Fred Hudson 
8 Step Sis 
UXBRIDGE 
Regal 
E & D Waters 
Pat -O’ Brien 
Y & J Winnon 
Vardel 4 





Warner | 











Cabaret Bills 





{ 
PHILADELPHIA Don Alvin Rev | 
Allegheny (25-27) (One to fill) 
2 Earls Oxford (28-30) 
Ann Suter Co Ann Suter Co 
Phil Seed Co Don Alvin Rev 
Wells & 4F (21-23) 

(28-29-30) 2 Earls 


Byrnes Sis Rev Wells & 4 Fays 
(21-22-23) 
Virginia Bacon Co 

(Three to fill) 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (22) 
Fats Waller Ore 


Earle (22) ihnusk -&: Cheadle Will 
Fred Waring’s Co nape AS myetion 
‘ (15) ‘ H'’wood Hotel Rev 
son Eo a READING oo ok 
“ox 2) “7 ‘ zac 
Dick-Den & Dinah|. _ Astor (15) 
Steve Evans N T G Rev Ethel 


Salici’s Puppets UTICA 
(15) Stanley (26-28) 
Capt W Mauss Co Little Jack Little 
3 Samuels & Hayes WASHINGTON 
Jas Melton Earle (22) Al 
Nixon (28-30) K Murray & Osw’'ld | | 
Wells & 4 Fays Dixieland Jazzband 





(Three to fill) 3 DeLong Sis 
(21-22-23) D& E Barstow 

3 Blue Streaks (14) 

Bobby Gilbert Co fenny Davis Co 


———_— —___ 





; Independent 


Se 


CHICAGO Variety Gambols 
State Lake (23) Kay Toland 





Mile Corrine 


Ray Hughes Co Tower (22) 


INDIANAPOLIS tex Weber Pay lis 
«yrie (15) Edison & Louise A 
Mareus Show Ted Cook Nell 


Lyrie (22) (One to fill) 
Lamberti MEMPHIS 
Harris & Howell . Orpheum (23) 
W hitey & Ed Ford 'A B Marcus Co 


ee 








London 


ee ___ 


es 


Week of Jan. 18 F 


_ Astoria D. A. 
Findlay & Fora 
Canterbury M. H. 
St half (18-20 
Heltanos ’ 


Morris & Cowley 
Medlock & Marlowe 
Premier 
Troise Mandoliers 
, EDGWARE ROAD 
2d half (21-23) Grand 
Ju-Lio-San Jean Florian 
Freddie, P & Anne| 3 Porters 
Dominion lLoranna 
Mantovani Ore Thorpe & Stanton 


a site 
ch ee Victoria EDMONTON — 
c on & Thomas Empire 
yPSy Nina Madlock & Marlowe Don 
BRIXTON Duncan's Collies 
as Astoria Morris & Cowley 
eats Cotton Bd Cathie’s Bd irwin 
HADWELL H’TH | FINSBURY PARK 
_ Palace Astoria 
Troise Mandoliers Harry Fryer Bd 
CHELSEA Elsa & Elida Bill 
Palace HAMMERSMITH 
Percellys Palace 


Dinkie Denton 8 
EAST HAM 


5 Cleveres 
Cathie's Bd 


Darmora Ballet 
Johnson Clark 
HOLLOWAY 
* Marlboreugh 
Austel & Arthur 








) Bernie Grover 
Joseph E 
Spike Harrison 


Lea Barbery 


Yvette Rugel 


Kitten Korus 


Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda 
Jimmy 

Maxie Ar nstrong 
Amy 
—— | Billy 
Lonny Sin:mons Ore 





Dick Mansfield 


Yanyego Voodoo Co. 
Virginia 
“e ‘ . Jach 
Centennial Rev Gray Fam ack 


KANSAS CITY, Me. | Dom oie clifford 


Violet Carson 


Ronnie 
Lillian 
‘Chic’ 
Polly 


Sid 


Jean 
Dorothy 
Johnny 
Chateau Moderne 
Maryon 





Dimitri 
Ana 
La Dolores 
Ramon 

Gauchos 


Consuelo 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 


Roldan 


Visdale 3 


Avis Andrews 
Berry Bros 
Kaloah 

Henri 
Katherine Perry 
Anne Lewis 
Dynamite Hooker 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Jerry White 
(Three to fill) (Two to fill) Paul 
Fred Bishop 
Gus Wicke 
Rudy Madison 


Tramp Bd 

Whyte'’s Maniacs 
Broadway Jones 
Wen Talbert’s Choir 
Bahama Dancers 
Arthur Davy Ore 
Cab Calloway Ore 


Jack Dempsey’+ 


Phil Romano Ore 
Eedie Elkins Orx 


E! Chico 
Carlos Montoya 
Delfina Vera 
Mona Montes 
Dolores & Candide 
Rosita Rios 
Los Havaneros 
Don Alberto Ore 
ABC Trio 


El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 


E) Toreador 
los .~jedas 


Pedro Via Bd 


French Casino 
Adalet 
Feral Benga 
Betty Brite 

tetty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 
Rolf Holbein 
Johnny Co 
Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Florence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
Iris Wayne 
Vega Asp 
Russ Morgan Ore 
V Travers Ore 
C Cromwell Ore 


Greenwich Village 


Casino 
Ann White 
Aileen todigan 


Bill Dureya 
Sig Ramon 
Jeanne Jordan 


| Carlos Lopez 


Elba & Jimmy 
Marengo Ore 
Wallace Milan Rev 


Harlem Uproar 


| 


Erskine H'wkins Bd 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

Edna Mae Holley 

Eddie Harron 

B, Castle & Scott 

Mae Brown 

Willie Jackson 

Tiny Bunch 

Lovey Lane 

Fairbanks Sis 
Hickory House 

Jack Teagarden Orc 

Frank Trumbauer 

Chas Teagarden 

Adele Girard 

Banny Bevrigan 


| 
| Dolly Dawn 


Hlyw’d Restaurani 
Josephine Houston 
Paul Barry 
Rhythm Kings 
Ada Leonard 
Demitri 

Karele & Andre 
Paul Remos 

| 2 Daveys 

| Lennie Hayton Ore 


Hotel Ambassador 
Cobina Wright 


Heather Haliday 
Robert Bard 
Motel Astor 

Vincent Lopez Ore 
Fred Lowery 
Melba Melsing 
Emily Van lt.wesen 
Chas Hoffman 
Stanley Worth 
Robert T.ytell 
Fiorenzos 

Hutel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Lysbeth Hughes 


Hotel Commodore 

Mal Hallett Ore 

Collette & Barry 

Barbara Jason 
Hote) Edison 

1 Bobby Hayes Ore 

Gypsy Lee 

Muriel Byrd 

Bob Berry 











} 
| 
i 


Maxine Tappin 
Hotei Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Orc 
Hotel Governor 
Clinton 
Stuart Jules 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 


Flotel Lincoln 
Isham Jones Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 


Enoch Light Ore 
A Gonzales En- 


Hotel Montclair 
Coral Islanders 
Juanita Wayne 
Joe Pontee 
Clay Bryson 
Happy Powers 
Nick Fisher 
John Zellner 
Ben Blum 
Hal Hope Ore 
Hotel Murray Hil} 
(Fountain Room) 
Dolores Farris 
Ruth Kidd 
Frank McCormick 
Will Oakland 
Hotel New Yorker 


Abe Lyman Ore 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Tess Gardell 

|} Marion Wilkins 
| Jack Walters 

| Rose Blaine 

| Tiny Wolf 

|} Sonny Schuyler 





Tie Toe Girls 


Jerry Blaine Ore 

; Leonard Elliott 
Robin 2 

Dell Arden 

Hotel Park Lane 
Pancho Ore 





Frances Hunt 
Hotel Piceadilly 
Trent Patterson 
Arno & Zola 
Jerry Stewart 
Dave Schooler Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
De Marcos 
Will McCune Ore 
Hal Atkinson 
Hotel Roosevelt 
3 Esquires 


Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Edna Janis 
Senor Wences 
4 Kraddocks 
Zoska 
Senor Wences 
Durelle 
Afrique 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Arman Vecsey Ore 
Hotel Savoy -Plazna 
Endor & Farrell 
Emile Petti Ore 
Habaneras Ore 
Hotel Shelton 
Phil Darey Ore 
RPegey Dolan 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Tania & Kirsoff 
Gen Lodijensky 
Raphael 
Lubov Doubiago 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Orc 
Hotel St. Morit» 
Chas Wright 
toger Stearns 
Alex Botkin Ens 
Jack Sherr Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ 
Horatio Zito Ore 





| Boris Koretzky Wis 


(Iridium Room) 
| 


Emil Coleman Or 


| Hartmann G & 
| Readinger 2 


| Jack Powell 


Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 


Emperors of R’yt'm 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Lane Ore - 


Bali 
Jeanue Teller 
Clarence Lawrence 

Beverly Wlishire 

Ruth Robin 

Larry Lee Ure 
Biltmore Bow) 


W & Gladys Ahearn 
Pddie Rio 





The Theodores 


Dick Gasparre Or 


J 


Hotel Essex House 
N Brandewynne Or 


Hotel Park Centra 


Ruthania & Male’lm 


Junior Raphael Ore 
. Hotel Pennsytvanin 


Benny Goodman Bd 
| Bernhard & Crah’m | 


Guy Lombardo Ore 





|} 3 Rhythm 


Jean Farries 
Dean Geodelle 
Dee Luryea 
Mote! Waldort- 
Astoria 
Mario & Floria 
Eve Symington 


| Eddie LeBaron Bd 
| Leo Reisman Ore 
|} Michael Zarin Ore 


Hotel Weylin 


| Alex Fogarty 
| Charlie Wright 
Jack & June Blair | 


Jimmy Kelly’s 
Mary’ Barton 


4 Montmartre Boys | 
| week, where all the strippers come 


Junior Costello 
Chiquita 

Inga Borg 

Peggy LaPlante 
Tanya 

Mary Lane 

Joe Cappello Ore 
Kretchowa 


‘hola Miaitley Or 
lisha Tuttle Ore 
Larue 
Peggy S vrickland 

Betty Bryant 
Joseph Zntour Ore 
Sid Tuscher 
Hugo Pedullo 
Eddie Davis Ore 
4 Dandies 

Leon & Eddie's 


Eddie Davis 
Vivian Ray 
Tachi 

Zee -Zee 


Jai-Leta 

Billy Reed 
Newell & Thorpe 
Wm karmers Ore 


Le Mirage 
Billy Heywoud 
Cliff. Allen 
Irving. Fields 
Kathleen Howard 
Lilias Cairnes 
Grace Briskin 
Elisha Tuttle Ore 

Mon Paris 
Patricia Gilmere 
Versatile 3 
Cene Fosdick Ore 
Laurence White 

Onys Club 
Avon Johnson 
Don Lambert 
6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Stuff Smith Bd 

Parnidise 
Virginia Verrill 
Paul Sydell 
Julie Jenner 
Jimmy Richards 
J & Nora Bell 
Marie Hollis 
Joyce Duskin 
Janis Andre 
Edna Mae 
Glenn Hutton Ore 
Jay Freeman Ore 

Place Elegante 
Toto Canglosi 
sil! Farrell 
Larry Maddi Ore 
Rainbow Grit 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Evalyn Tyner 
+ Deauville Boys 
Dr Sydney Ross 
Rainbow Koom 
Glen Gray 
Casa Loma Ore 
Pee Wee Hunt 
Kenny Sargent 
Svdneyv Ross 
Maurice & C'rd'ba 
Olympic 3 
Evalyn Tyner 
Don Azpiazu Ore 

Royal Box 
Joe Zelli 
Rachel Carlay 
Peari 2 

Russian Art 
Dora Boshoer 
Alex Bolshakofft 
Manolita 
Jenya Pobedina 
Antony Grosneff 
Olga Moskova 
Zachar Martinoff 
Yasha Datsko Ore 

Sapphire 
Nick Vouzen Bd 
Barry Winton Ore 

Stork Club 
Sully Kendis Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 

Tokay 
Mme Ilona Thury 
Johnny Carter 
Maria Karolyia 
Derothy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Bela Zsiga 
Merrill & Zona 
Lillian Kahnes 
Iouis Kovac 
Gypsy Rosika Ore 
Eddie Ashman Ore 
Ubang 
Gladys Bentley Res 
Broomfield & G 
Avon Leng 
Evelyn Robinson 
Edna Holly 
Kaiser Williams Or 


Valhalla 
Pancho & Dolores 
La Vallita 
Berta Donn 
Peter & Cont'l's 

Versailles 
Wini Shaw 
Larry Adler 
Manya & Drigo 
Meadowbrook Hove 
Hawaiian Ser'n'd'rs 

Village Barn 
Larry McMahon 
Milt Mann Ore 
Serrannos 
Helene Miller 
Ruskin & Norman 
Wayne Kennon 
Zeb Carver Co 

Yacht Club 
Frances Faye 
Lillian Lovey 
Wilkins & James 
3 Frisco Kids 
Dan Prine'’s Bd 


LOS ANGELES 


Red Harper 

Tov Hodges 
tascais 
Harry Stockwell 
Condos Bros 
Enrico Rh'ba Orc 
Jimmy Grier Ore 


Blue Room 


Julian & Her Sis 


Scats Powell 


Benny Pollack Ore 








| burlesk 
| white tie ’n’ tails. 
| classy about the Gaiety is the ush- 
|ers’ uniforms, if you can call them 


| strip—with 
|Completely out of the picture of 











Burlesque Reviews 








GAIETY, N. Y. 


(STOCK) 

Third ‘living Minsky’ (Abe) oper- 
ates this house, only he doesn’t ad- 
vertise himself as ‘alive,’ and, be- 
sides, he was in Florida until last 


in bathing suits. Carrying on is his 
partner, Izzy Herk, who knows a 
little something about burlesque also 
—enough, anyhow, to know that the 
element doesn’t come in 
So the only thing 


classy. 

Gaiety’s burlesk is strictly in the 
burleycue mood of the vast 10 years. 
strippers first and strippers who 
comedy, if any, last. 


both class and entertainment is the 
chorus, except in the one _ scene 
they do a waist-high strip while the 
juve sin’s ‘Magnolias in the Moon- 
licht.’ It 
nightmare. 

Minsky-Herk combo here has been 
very profitable. Both know the ele- 


that element demands. 
total of seven sirippers with plenty 
of what it takes for their chosen 
craft. Some are a little more en- 
thusiastic than the others, but they 


everything. Undressers are 


Dorothy Raye. Ray Duval, 
the strippers there’s a_ specialty 
girl, probably from the line, who 
grinds her thighs to Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ 


in even faster tempo than the music. | 


Show’s comedy bits are pointiess 


of dirt. Way they are executed by 
comics Herb Faye, Bert Marks and 


waits between strippers. Straight 
men are Leon Devoe, Georgie Kav 
and Joe Lyons, and that’s about all 

that can be said of them. 
Gaiety grinds all day and its biz 
at the 35c scale continues ere 
eho. 


ROXY, CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Jan. 17. 
Canceling his read shows, George 
Young is opening Roxy’s stock burly 
season a month in advance of usual 
time, stressing more 


much comment es the strips. 


yipping ‘Hold everything, 


times but let ad run. 


Heavier in raw flesh than comedy, | 


show has so many gals that they 
nearly bump each other off the nar- 
row runway. Roxy’s stage only 24 
feet wide, not deep enough for more 
than one drop in back. No scenery 
used to speak of. Everything done 
either on a set of staircases or be- 
fore one of six new colored travelers. 
While economical, doesn’t look too 
cheap, due to large cast. 

Quartet of hot strippers trifle bet- 
ter than some coming through in 
road units. Vanya goes arty by 
dressing up 16 chorines as hya- 
cinths, who look funny, but all a 
good build-up for her unveiling as 





Cafe Casanova Dorothy Roberts 
Mary Martin Gagnon & Br'ught’n 
B Grey & J Bergen | George Redman Ore 
Henry Santrey Ore 
Pierre & Temple Billy Joy 

Cafe ta Maze Dan Downing 
Park Ave Boys Murriell 
Stan Clair Ore 

Clover Club 
Rob Grant Ore 
Rhumba Bad 


Valomar 


Eddie Patrick 

Stanley Richman 

: Muzzy Marcelline 

Cafe ae Paree 3 Debutantes 

Sticky Fay Hudson Metzeer Gis 

Don Graham Ted Fiorito 

Hardy & Warner 

Lucille Lehman 

Jack Clawson Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

4 Playboys 

Ray Hendricks 

Dawn Roland 

Billy Wilson 

Col Manny Prager 

jen Bernie Orc 

Cubanola 

Estellita 

Augustine Palafox Murray Peck 

Alberto Sergo Larry & A Rogers 

Carlo Ferranda Ore | Glen Edmunds Ore 

El Mirador Dorothy Roberts 

Lurline Seven Sear 

Wally Vernon | Ray Kinney 

Dan & HK Roberts | Lily Gibson 

Brooks & Wash'st'n | Lonnie Meintire Or 

Mirah Lang 

Rose Marie Martin 

Slim Martin Ore 
Club Esquire 

Joe Frisco 

Lynn Hayes 

Vicki Joyce 

Ben Light 

4 Esquires 


Paris Ina 
Margarita & Del Rio 
Henry Monnet 
Hugo Marcheitl 
Thora Maithaison 
Dominic Colombo 
La Valesca 
Florence Gillette 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
F Gallet & ‘G’ Gls 


Virrone’s 





Somerset House 
Bill Zerker 
William Markowitz 

Topsy’s 
Pat O'Shea 
Arnold Sis 
Bee La Moine 
Leona Rice 
Famous Doo Agnes Johnson 
Louis Prima Ore Al Eldredge Ore 
Little Club Joan Lee 

Jane Jones Joy Williams 
Paul Kendall Trocadero 
Helen Warner Ethel Waters 
Rose Valyda Eddi Mall © Ore 

Melody Gril) ce Pa oes: - 
-Gene’ 
Art Tatum U-Gene’e 
‘ Jarbara Back 
Omar's Dome Frank Gallagher 
Mary Monterez Tommy Howard 





: | livered. 
looks like a gardener’s | 


a goddess of rain. Anne Norton, 


| name attraction, makes the most of 
‘a pair of swell gams and a long 


velvet gown with a zipper front. 
Helen Green and Bobbie Young 


| okay as second-runners who wear 


long black wigs as teasers. Line also 
bares in three numbers, but dark 
blue lights get them by the censors. 
DeRita is a fave here wiidse wop 
dialect and ‘wanna make 35 cents?’ 
byline are worked too hard. On the 
stage every other number, high- 
pressuring skits with Lew Black who 
has a ‘Schnozzle’ Durante style of 
cracking. Latter  neatest in a 
‘Strange Interlude’ bedroom sketch. 
Holly Leslie producing, preceding 
with four acts of okay small-time 
vaude, Pullen. 


OXFORD, B’KLYN 


Only difference between the Ox- 
ford and other local burleys is the 
speed with which the show is de- 
Material, production and 
mechanical trimmings are no better 
nor worse than the average. Usual 


| flesh and dirt is the main dish. One 


; | other unusual angle is the inclusion 
ment they are catering to and what| 


Result is a} 


of a soubrette. (No others have been 
seen in N. Y. thus far.) Her presence, 
according to present day standards 
is anachronistic but her performance 
makes up for the time taken away 


, | from the nudity. 
all show as much, and that’s about | 


Joan | 
Carroll, Dorothy Dee, Marie Vaughn, | 
Toots | 
Brawner and June Marshall. Besides | 


House has okay looking chorus. 
And a little better on dancing than 
average. Stripper, Pat Lee.‘is spot- 
lighted for two dances with chorus 
background after doing her undrap- 
ing turn. Both are fairly well done. 
Standout is a Javanese dance. She 
and her sisters of the skin are all 
pretty hefty with the excention of 


| Lillian Harrison, lithe brunette. Billy 


and without humor, but with plenty | Holmes, Jewel Sothern and Jeanne 


Pardau complete the lineup in this 


| division. Vickey MecNeily, the sou- 
Tommy Raft, they are ribald stage | 


brette, but with a voice does well in 
her three assignments. 

Another of the chorus routines 
emplovins Bob Chester, singer really 
gets places. Tall and good looking 
boy sines ‘I Gotta Go Where You 
Are’ with an Hawaiian girl settine to 
corkins results. There’s enough 
quality in his voice to make it click 
in a tough svot. 

Using heckneved sketches Murray 
Lewis, best of the comic twain man- 





nudity and 
heavy exploitation to turn the trick. 

Clever title take-offs worked out 
by Mitch Plotkin, p.a., copping as 
First 
stock unit topped by Joe DeRita is 
tagged ‘After the Fat Man.’ Double- 
sized ads show DeRita leaning on} 
lamp post, a dog nearby, and comic | 
Astra!’ | 
Conservative sheets ahemed coupla 


Pacific Sunset Club 


Daredevil Dault Co 


ages to get lauvhs with his caustic 
asides. PE xb Fay, younger than 
Lewis, isn’t bad but needs experi- 


nce. 

Bob Alda, juve and singer. doesn’t 
set muvh to do and doesn’t do much 
with what he gets. Straight. Jack 
Heath, is okay performer. Hurl. 


o 





CHINA DOLLS 


(GRAND, CANTON, O.) 

Eclipsing any of the independent 
circuit attractions presented here 
Bob Burch’s new burly stock com- 
pany current at the Grand opera 
house is one of the best balanced 
seen here since the days of the old 
Columbia wheel. He has given at- 
tention to staging and lighting and 
gone to added expense of using 
standard vaude acts, each week. 

Currently Anna Mei Lee, a 
diminutive Chinese strip tease dancer, 
is headlined. Her best bit is offered 
near the climax of the first act, 
when she is spotted in a bit China-, 
town number. What she lacks as a 
dancer is made up by her captivating 
mannerisms and a good voice. It’s a 
bit different and the patrons appear 
to like. 

Ray Kolb, a veteran of burlesque 
is doing character parts, and also 
stepping into some of the bits as a 
straight man. Ernie Holder is the 

(Continued on page 61) 





Applebee’s Exparsion 





Toronto, Jan. 19. 


| Lew Applebee was 20. His dad 
|owned a cinema. Lew wanted to 
| be a burlesque impresario. His dad 


was killed. Young Applebee turned 
the film house (Toronto’s Roxy) into 
a burlesque shew. It clicked. 

At 23 he has become part owner 
of his own chain of houses in To- 
ronto, Detroit and Buffalo. 





Independent Burlesque 


Week of Jan. 24 
i Fads and 
neapolis, 
‘Merry Maidens’—Rialto, Chicago. 
‘Modes and Models’—Casino, Toronto. 
| ‘Speed and Sparkle’—Open. 
‘Ha-Cha’ — Lyric, Allentown, Mon.- 
Tues. ; Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.; 
| Capitol, Reading, Thur.-Fri.; Majestic 
Williamsport, Sat 
‘Steppin’ Stars’—Troc, Philadelphia. 
‘Twinkle Toes’'—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Maids of Manhattan’—Jacques, Water- 
bury. 
“loyvyland'—Howard, Boston. 
‘Teases and Wheezes'—Empire, Newark, 
‘Pepperpot’—Gayety, Washington, 
Kozo Snyder's Show'’—tiayety, Balti- 
more. 
‘Gayety Girls’—Capitol, Toledo, 
‘Too Hot for Paris’—-Gayety, Detroit. 
‘Paris By Night’—Garrick, St. Louis. 





Fancies' — Gayety, Min- 


‘Swing Your Baby’—Casino, Pittsburgh, 
Lyric, Bridgeport, 
‘Hi-Flyecs'—Century, Brooklyn. . ... 


‘Swing Girls 
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Plays Out of Town 





MASQUE OF KINGS 


Montclair, N. J., Jan. 18. 
Maxwell Anderson, presented by 
the Theatre Guild at the Montclair thea- 
tre, Montclair, N. J., for two nights (Jan. 
18-19) prior to Baltimore, Boston and New 


Play by 


York. Staged by Philip Moeller, Settings 
by Lee Simonson. 

Emperor Franz Joseph......- Dudley Digges 
Captain Koinoff.......+..---: Glenn Anders 
Hervant... ccccrceecd yeesece Edward FProadtey 
Empress Elizabeth.......Pauline Frederick 
Count Taafe.....eces eccesceces Herbert Yost 
Countess Larisch.......+.-- Claudia Morgan 


Count Laris@h, ..s.....ee00- . 
Crown Prince Rudolph.........- 


John Hoysradt 
Henry Hull 


Baroness Vetsera..... cscccessscceeced Margo 
Boshek. ...-cccecscccsccsecesses Wrvylev Birch 
BD Male. 2.020 cesses geeptc Catherine Lawrence 
Ceunt Joseph Hoyos......--. Leo G. Carroll 
MentGarh...vcccivcesnceeses sees Ia. a 
Archduke John owe Toseph Holland 
SBSEPSB.. cecce-secesecsveccess William Sauter 





Maxwell Anderson’s third play of 
the season was presented before a 
crowded house of Junior Leaguers 
and was seriously handicapped, 
scenically, by a very limited stage 
that allowed only three of the five 
sets to be put up. Regardless of this, 
and the cramped stage direction, per- 
formance ran remarkably smoothly, 
with Henry Hull as the dissolute 


an@ none of it is scintillating, titil- 
lating or stimulating. 

Act two has everything: A sweet 
romance between a handsome clergy- 
man of 43 and a pretty girl of 22, 
both of whom love beauty and to 
each of whom it has been denied. 

Act three is moving, up to a cer- 
tain point, but the fact that its main 
action has taken place offstage 
doesn’t strengthen it. 

Clergyman is an honest, plodding, 
almost stubborn man, who takes his 
duties seriously and solemnly; to the 
point where now things have piled 
up on him and he is headed for a 
nervous. breakdown. 

His woes include a chronic sore 
throat, which secretly has him wor- 
ried: a querulous wife; a fine gath- 


| ering of hard-shelled parishioners to 


whom religion is a dour matter. 
Clergyman loves children, music and 
beauty, but finds little opportunity 
to express any such feelings, due to 
pressure of family and _ circum- 
stances. 

Daughter of one parishioner runs 
away from home. Minister had 
taught her German in his spare mo- 
ments, without taking much notice 





prince and Dudley Digges, the em- 
peror, sharing honors of the evening. 


Anderson has gone back to Eu- 
rope for his theme this time, to the 
still unsolved mystery of the Mayer- 
ling suicide pact of the Crewn Prince 
Rudolph and the commoner, Baroness 
Vetsera, played by Margo with sym- 

thetic, but at times colorless, in- 
erpretation. 


Play starts with the deep-sorrowed 
Queen Elizabeth, played behind a 
veritable vale of tears by Pauline 
Frederick, breaking a 13-year silence 
with her husband, Franz Joseph, to 
intercede for their’ wayward son, 
Rudolph. She wants him to have 
the kingdom of Hungary and in that 
way pry him loose from his vicious 
circle. It is an unfortunate sug- 
estion, as the Emperor discloses the 
act that his enemies already are 


‘trying to divide his tottering do- 


mains, and bitterly adds it ill befits 
her to give advice when she left him 
for a lover now in exile. 


Franz Joseph, however; seeks out 
his son and begs him to assume his 
rightful role in life and cast off Vet- 
sera, who is always by his son’s side. 
Rudolph, worn out from dissipation, 
becomes an easy pawn for court 
politics, and denounces the staid life 

f Vienna as represented by his 

amily. From there on, the heavy 
hand of intrigue makes a pendulum 

f the heir-apparent, swaying him 
rom side to side until the fateful 
night in the hunting lodge where he 
and his sweetheart meet, according 
to Maxwell, like ‘two refugees, Ru- 
—— not knowing the baroness was 
ollowing. The w.k. tragic ending 
occurs, each being responsible for 
their own deed, 


As Anderson puts it, a diary of the 
baroness, which found its way into 
the hands of the emperor, was re- 
sponsible for everything, thus clear- 
ing up a 50-year-old mystery. 

By far the richest role in the play 
is that of the enfeebled emperor, 
given to Polonius-like sayings such 
as ‘Spread the butter thick where 
the logic is thin’ and ‘My son is a 
child of purpose but.a demon of 
design.’ This is played with unction 
by Dudley Digges. It is a far cry 
from Jeeter Lester to the suave and 
nerve-wracked prince, but Henry 
Hull does it splendidly and gives a 
sincere performance. Margo has 


of her charms. Parents hint that he 
is somewhat to blame. 

Minister takes a little trip to Lon- 
don, to buy a new heating plant for 
the chapel. On the side he timidly 
consults a throat specialist, then goes 
seeking the girl. Rumor was that 
she had made off with a musician, 
but it seems rumor had it wrong. 
She is simply fed up with her home 
town and headed for Vienna for a 
musical education. 

Charming scenes ensue when the 
shy minister takes the girl to a con- 
cert, for a bus ride and to a suvner. 
Late at night. in her flat, they realize 
they are in love. He stays. It is, 
however, all strictly platonic. 

In the morning he has made up 
his mind. He is throush with the 
strictures of his life. He will go to 
Vienna with her—will run away. He 
will go first by train to a nearby 
parson friend-to be certified for a 
passport. She insists she will go 
with him. 

Third act finds him back in the 
home town, now suddenly a hero. It 
gradually works out that a train has 
been wrecked and in the wreck he 
-has risked his life and been seriously 
injured while rescuing several pas- 
sengers from death. Two passengers 
are dead—burned beyond recogni- 
tion. One, of course. was the girl. 

Whole cast is shaky in the first 
act. From that time on. Merivale 
picks it up and does. a grand job. 
He has the character charted to the 
last small mannerism. Marguerite 
Churchill, obviouslv nervous, is a 
pretty good foil. She is very vretty 
and has a forthright, wholesome 
quality which lends credence to the 
character. Libbey. 





COCKTAIL BAR 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 


Operetta in two acts by Lloyd Chase, 
presented by Boris Charsky at Geary thea- 
tre, San Francisco, Cal., Jan. 13, "37... Di- 
rected by Alexander Leftwich; settings, 
George Ormston; ensembles, Bunny Weldon; 
costuming, Geraldine Beckwith; orchestra 
direction, Mario Silva; orchestrations, 
George Crozier; $2.50 top. 









little to do until the last act and 
does that well. In fact, the last act 
is the best of the whole play. which. 
after a promising start, falls deep 
into politics, leaving the love angle 
dangling. 

There is a deadly, though 
ably unintentional parallel in this 
love affair to a recent London one. 
The picture possibilities are as. 

ct. 


AND NOW GOOD BYE 


Boston, Jaa. 18. 
Play from novel of James Hilton; drama- 
tized by Philip Howard; presented by John 
Golden at Plymouth theatre, Boston: stars 
Philip Merivale; Marguerite Churchill fea- 
tured; staged by Reginald Bach; settings, 
Raymond Sovey. 





Rev. Howat Freemantle....Philip Merivale 
Mary Freemantle....... Margaret Anderson 
BOM Joc cscdesstogtecseess Marie de Becker 
Aunt Viney.......+- eocegee Kathryn Collier 
Dr. Ringwo0d....cccoecsaqcssssss Richie Ling 
Mrs. Freemantle......++... Hilda Plowricht 
"Mr. - Trevis.....- ...-Horace Sinctais 
BWir.. Garland .w.>acvcostosscccess Edgar Kent 
Beem, Charland... ...ccvcsasedsess Ruth Vivian 
Blizabeth Garland.....Marguerite Churchill 
ME as ccctciciccesiccouse Thomas Bate 


Miss Potts 


nd 0uetes¥eed @ees Eda Heinemann 





This one has a bad first act, a first- 
class second act, a great deal of 
charm, and_ possibilities of limited 
appeal. Straightened out, it may 

rove to be a good matinee show 

‘or women. 

Philip Howard, who dramatized 
the James Hilton novel. has followed 
the book quite faithfully. Weakness 
is that much of the book, for all its 
distinct beauty. is non-dramatic. 

First half of the novel was de- 
voted to exposition and establishing 
the character of the principal per- 
son, the Rev. Howat Freemantle. 
Howard has slid all this material to- 

ether, pointed it up as well as might 
- and called this act one. Nothing 


happens here; it is all conversation 


prob- 


Rodney Doyle......ceeedeeeeseee Jack Goode 
Augustus Tweed......se+es%s+> David Loré 
James L. Kettle.....-ceee-- Louis La Vois 
Mark Huston..... whedcdsecs <Ov.4 Sem Am 
Noble Lamar.......+ $e606¢% «4 Philip Tully 
Mike Kelly....... ...William Cady 
Shurlie Kimball. ...ccessse«+> Wynne Davis 
Captain Olliver....cccessesseseess Bob Long 
RENE swedleces 00060090560 ....Mary Hayes 
Princess Pierotti..........- Ethelynd Terry 
Mrs. Blanche Vincent......Mariska Aldrich 
Lord Hemingway...... Wyndham Standing 
Galn Garden....ccccccsesss Cecilie Thurlow 
PPOSGSE bei cc rsccensevcise vvecd Joseph Lawry 
Stewards: Messrs Terry Nolan, Geri 
|} Fasoli, Jack Wuerthner, Bernard Phillips. 
Misses: Diane teresford, Betty Claire, 
\ Betty Warren, Erma Olsen, Shirley Wells, 
| Helen Hughes, Loretta Warren, Norine 
Myrick, ‘ Auburn, Maryon Darling, 
Louise Taylor, Dorothy § Silvera, Grace 
Gale, ‘Maxine Taylor, Clarene Curtis. 
Messrs: John Lambert, Russ Gordon, 


James McDonald, 
John Perry, 
Don Bennett. 


W. J. Geery, Emil Zarek, 
Leon Stone, Ralph Williams, 





Most sparkling thing about ‘Cock- 
tail Bar,” which had its world preem 
at the Geary is its title. Vaguely 
tabbed as an operetta-comique, show 
has words and music by Lloyd 
Chase, who is a newcomer. As com- 
poser, author and librettist of 
‘Cocktail Bar,’ Chase took too 
great a load on his shoulders. Score 
of 15 or more numbers is not out- 
standing, most of the tunes being 
old-fashioned and reminiscent. Sym- 
phonic orchestra of 25 pieces, di- 
rected by Mario Silva, lends body to 
the production. 

Of the plot, the less said the better. 
It is one of those feeble musical 
comedy stories of mistaken identity 
and missing jewels. Alexander Left- 
wich did a swell job of staging and 
direction. Timing of action and 
handling of songs and dances are 
excellent. 

Jack Goode as the enterprising p.a. 
works hardest, with perhaps the best 
results of any of the 15 principals. 
Goode becomes teo bouncing in his 
efforts to hold the very slow first act 
together. He has a fair set of pipes. 
a good routine in the novelty dance 
field and a flair for comedy. 

Romantic leads are entrusted to 
Wynne Davis, who has the only out- 
standing voice in the company, and 





Philip Tully, who is adequate 
3 ? i 4° ° 


vocally. Tully is a handsome youth, 
but his acting is Only so-so. b 
Long as the scatter-brained captain 
gets most of the few laughs. Ethelynd 
Terry as Princess Pierotti is person- 
able but goes overboard on mugging. 
Wyndham Standing’s bad _ vocal 
chore is perhaps due to illness. He 
got out of a sick-bed to go on with 
the show. 

Only dancing in the production is 
by Sunny Evans, ballerina, and the 
Barbara Bouldini and Harry Joyce 
team. Miss Bouldini and Joyce are 
particularly effective in the rhumba 
number in the second act, which is 
the only scene in the whole show 
that has any sparkle. 

Author, producer and _ director 
made curtain speeches at the open- 


ing. Although they spoke of the 
show as a hit and of plans for a 
Broadway run in the near future, 
‘Cocktail Bar’ will have to be 


doctored plenty before it can even 
dream of such things. Milt. 


GOD INNIS 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 





Comedy in three acts (five seenes) by 
Helen Rovene Williams and George B. 
Dowell. Directed by E. W. Hickman; sets, 
Lioyd We.inger; presented by Carnegie 


Tech Drama Department at school’s Little 
Theatre for week opening Jan, 16, °37. ; 
Trolley Gallagher Elizabeth Kelly 


Beana Fritzgerald............+. Ida Bickley 
Fergus Regan........-. oe edae Hugh Overturf 
BAGTE DOGAN. « - cccccccassees Thelma Schnee 


Paddy Gordman.......cceceeeeens Coe Norton 
Michael Doran. 
Innis Doran..... 
Thomas Fi'zger: 


_.. Thomas hoehler 
..John Hruby 


James Gleason. ..Jerome Kurtz 
Kathleen Gallagher... Jane Ferguson 
Matty Monahan.......... Chester Cooper 
Barry Boose. ............Malcolm Milligan 
BEGET < ccceebaunénssocetgease cea Jane Bennetts 
SOMES. 6 2 FAG 3.44 sedesobokvs< Elizabeth Moore 
Widow Burk ..<ccecsoccsese Mildred Barrick 
Betsy Blackater.....ccscccsess Helen Lubell 
Father Cassidy......... ..John MacKercher 





‘God Innis’ was written by Helen 
Rovene Williams, present head of the 
drama department at Chadron State 
Teachers College, Chadron, Neb., and 
George B. Dowell, currently script- 


ing for films, while both were stu- 
dents of George Pierce Baker’s ctass 
at: Yale. It’s a charming Irish folk 
comedy, rich in the humor of the 
Ould Sod and written with a weath- 
er eye on Broadway. 

Commercially, its chances should 
be excellent. Should the piece by 
chance ever be presented under arty 
auspices, such as the Abbey Theatre 
or some _ similar organization, it 
would likely be hailed as the real 
goods. Also, Guthrie McClintic might 
do well to give it the once-over, since 
there’s a role in ‘God Innis’ right up 
the alley of his No. 1 male star, Bur- 
gess Meredith. 

Play merely needs a bit ofgewrit- 
ing at the tag end, and perhaps a 
little scissoring midway. Boy-girl 
stuff there drags just a trifle and 
alters the otherwise brisk tempo. 

Drama school productions are in- 
variably pretty painful, but not so 
Tech’s ‘God Innis.” There’s a thor- 
oughly professional ring about the 
whole thing; E. W. Hickman, a fac- 
ulty veteran, has directed it with full 
emphasis on the comedy values, and 
he has extracted from his two leads, 
Thomas Koehler and Thelma Schnee, 
performances that should put them 
in line for attention when their 
diplomas arrive. 

Piece stems from an old Irish su- 
perstition that on midsummer night’s 
eve every year the great God Innis 
comes to a wooded glen near the vil- 
lage to dance and play with the wee 
people. Legend further goes that no 
lassie who sets eyes upon him can 
resist the charm of Innis and that he 
carries with him a magic potion so 
sweet that no miss can turn it down. 
In the prolog, young Maeva Doran, 
an elfin creature, encounters a hand- 
some wandering minstrel on the 
roadway, mistakes him for the leg- 
endary Innis, and when he asks her 
to drink from a small bottle she is 
forever certain he is the great god 
himself. 

Nineteen years later Maeva’s ille- 
gitimate son, a_ strong, handsome 
youngster, is unaware that both his 
mother and grandfather believe him 
to be the mortal offspring of the God 
Innis. Taunted by the villagers be- 
cause he is fatherless, he is about to 
leave home when Maeva and old 
Michael decide it’s time to tell the 
boy of his heritage. A braggart, any- 
way, he becomes even more so at 
this news, but in a likable, engaging 
way. When his mother, with only 
three eggs, tells him to go and get a 
fourth, he says they’ll have enough, 
at which she cracks the shell and 
discovers there are two yolks. Then 
Innis Doran is sure he’s a god. 

Around the village he struts. pin- 
ning curses on his enemies. who si- 
multaneously fall ill: calling upon 
the heavens to produce rain when a 
great drought hits the neighborhood 
(and the heavens come through fox 
him), insisting he’s even bigger than 
the church when a priest asks him to 
take the vows. He goes too far. 
however. when he tries to awaken 
his grand*ather from the dead. and, 
at the wake. the minstrel of 19 vears 
hefore arrives to prick Innis’ bubble. 
Youngster is crestfallen. but since his 
mother doesn’t recognize the stran- 
ser and the villagers don’t want to 
lose their god because news of his 
miracles are bringin visitors and 
husiness from far and wide, they 
turn him out of the house. 

But before his fether goes. vouns 
Tnnis realizes that the man is snerk- 
ing the truth and he knows that his 
nower over the neonle of the town is 





merely in the blind faith they have 
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in him. Play closes with the impres- 
sion that the youngster has no fur- 
ther illusions about his birthright, 
and won’t task the gods too much in 
the future. 

Dialog has charm, comic inventive- 
ness and is frequently written with 
bright, blarnied Irish eloquence. 
Play seldom lets down and is one of 
the most consistently entertaining 
new plays Pittsburgh has seen in 
some time. Koehler gives the title 
role an engaging bombast and there’s 
a Ruth Gordon-like quality to Miss 
Schnee in the prolog; Other excel- 
lent performances are contributed by 
Coe Norton, John Thomas and Ches- 
ter Cooper, all of whom can bear 
watching from professional scouts. 

Cohen. 








JACK AND JILL 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 


Three-act comedy by Harry William 
Pedicord; lirected by Madeleine Skelly 
Foust; sets, Margaret Brooks Lillich; pre- 
sented at Killbuck theatre, Pittsburgh, for 
six weeks, starting Jan. 17, °37. 

Geoffrey Thomas.... ...eJehn K,. Gibbs 


Sak kk akeneos Thereza Mravintz 
Beek Es 64 beh indeoeedes amual Kay Harmon 
Jack Wilsen.............Leonard Talenfeld 
Mrs. Lucy Wilsen....... Kula Mae Jackson 
William Wilsen...........Jay Keith Londy 
Blanche Day .... Ritz Fichter 





In Kilbuck, Pittsburgh probably 
has the tiniest professional playhouse 
in the country. It’s the idea of Rob- 
ert Alan Green, a former actor, and 
has received so much attention in the 
last couple of years that it’s become 
one of the places in town to see. 

Seats only 40 and is built in the 
basement-of a big apartment house 
on the Northside. Stage is on a level 
with the first row of benches, and 
patrons can practically reach out and 
touch the players. 

Kilbuck has everything (in minia- 
ture, of course), green room, lobby, 
dressing ro6ms, scenic lofts and sin- 
gularly effective lighting equipment. 
Spot’s really a marvel of compact- 
ness and plays, due to limited capac- 
ity, invariably run two months or 
more. 

In the past, Green has gone in for 
Ibsen and other classics, in versions 
adapted by himself so that they can 
be confined to the imposed limits 
here, but of late has had the urge to 
original full-length manuscripts. 
Formerly did originals, too, but they 
were only one-acters. ‘Jack and Jill’ 
is the first of the new line, but it 
will hardly be heard from again, 
once it leaves Kilbuck. 

Written by Harry William Pedi- 
cord, 25-year-old third-year student 
at Princeton’s Theological Seminary, 
it’s strictly amateurish. Dialog’s 
dull and there’s practically no action. 
If, as reported, the author penned it 
with one eye on Hollywood, he can 
forget. about that, too. ‘Jack and 
Jill’ won’t-do for the cinema, or any- 
thing else. 

It’s merely a listless three acts 
with Mama Wilson, a feather-brained 
edition of a ‘Silver Cord’ mother, 
who has two grown s6ns under her 
thumb and is trying to arrange suit- 
able matches for them. Her brother, 
a famous novelist, has been staying 
with her until she marries off the 
oldest, William, to a dim-witted heir- 
ess and mama doesn’t know that the 
youngest, Jack, has been secretly 
married for two weeks to the best- 
selling author’s secretary. 

Without getting anywhere it takes 
‘Jack and Jill’ almost two hours to 
dissolve the proposed alliance be- 
tween William and the rich dame 
and bring Jack around to telling his 
ma about his own marriage. So, frus- 
trated at both ends, Mrs. Wilson is 
trying to marry off the heiress to her 
brother as the curtain falls. 

Acting is hardly distinguished, al- 
though even the best performers 
would have trouble at Kilbuck, due 
to the intimacy between the audience 
and cast. Jay Keith London does a 
pretty good comic valentine as the 
older henpecked son, but the others 
are just so-so. 

Illness of Green gave the direc- 
torial reins to Madeleine Skelly 
Foust, head of the drama department" 
at Duquesne University, and She’s 
done what she can, which couldn’t be 
much. Cohen. 


PUT UP JOB 


Birmingham, Jan. 11. 


Comedy-drama by Morgan Baker in two 
acts (six scenes), directed by Elizabeth 
May; presented by Little Theatre Work- 
shop, Birmingham 
Selma Bernard......... Joy Morris Coburn 
SS Pen King 
i, ES .Allyne Rose 
Congressman Bernard,..... Walter I. Mines 
Tiarka Leonovich......+..... Hazel Leveille 
she 4 eer ee error ...Hugh Scott 
DRUNGCR 4s ve cecccdceecths Kdmund Barnard 
Baus saan 6a40bebebesseesee Evelyn Barnard 
meee CPMGED, «caves ctcesse Margaret Cotton 
Photographer. s.cesdeccses Henry Anderton 





Allegedly banned from Roosevelt 
High School in Washington because 
it gave too much lowdown on life 
in Washington, Morgan’ Baker, 
former Washington newspaperman, 
returned to Birmingham and gave 
the local little theatre permission to 
produce it. Play, while put on here 
on a rather limited basis, offers some 
excellent opportunities for ballyhoo, 
helping to potential box-office. 

Baker covered Washington as a 
reporter and had excellent oppor- 
tunity to see what goes on. As a 
matter of fact, this play should 
cause Senators, Congressmen and 
other political figures to squirm in 
their seats because, in little more 
than an hour, it reveals more 








realistic political pulling of. strings 


than a dozen novels could have 
shown. 

While the performance here is 
rather amateurish, play stands out 
because of the material. First act 
seems rather slow, calling for some 
of the comedy which shows up later, 

Players are rather stiff, as all ama- 
teurs are, but that has to be over- 
looked in this instance. 

Story deals with &@ member of 
Congress who has held his gravy job 
for 16 years, therefore being a mem- 
ber of the old school and different 
from the so-called New. Dealers. 
Finds himself. on the spot for re- 
election because he has not handed 
out jobs right and left. Contended 
he could not get his constituenis 
jobs, but a young reporter, Jerry 
Martel, tells him that other Con- 
gressmen managed. He faces defeat 
when his secretary and the reporte: 
convince him he should run for te 
Senate and defeat Peterson, political 
ring leader and racketeer, who has 
aspirations of becoming a dictator. 

Congressman is against using un- 
derhanded methods of getting votes 
but, behind his back, his sec and 
Martel proceed to commit ‘benevo- 
lent blackmail.’ Reporter calls on 
other Senators and Congressmcn 
threatening to expose their secreis 
unless they swap jobs to him for 
some of Bernard’s constituents. Re- 
sult is that 800 constituents have 
jobs at the end of one day. Duo 
also uses this method to get dona- 
tions for the campaign expenses. 

For comedy the play depends unon 
the reporter, a gossipy old woman 
(Mrs. Duffy} and a Russian countess 
with her stumbling over the English 
language. There’s also a negro maid 
who tries to transmit that old South- 
ern negro mammy humor, but it 
doesn’t seem to haw. Bobb. 


MONEY 


» Pasadena, Jan. 12. 


Drama in three acts by Aurania Rouverol. 


Presented at Pusadena Community Play- 
house, Jan. 12, '36. Supervising director, 
Gilmor Brown. Directed by Barbara Vaida 
Mrs. Alvin Marshall....... Virginia Briss < 
Frances Marshall Regan.:......Mary Todd 
Connie Marshall........... .Frances Reid 
COG Ca ececesstesseos Patricia Walsh 
Rob Marshall..............-..Sellwyn Myers 
Alvin Marshall. .......... Frank Rasmussen 
| Be Oe ee Dana Andrews 
Mrs. David Curtis..............Grace Field 
David Curtis...............Fred Blanchard 
eae Nancy Waldron 


Doctor Bascomb ...Arthur A, Shank 





Revealing the soul of a modern 
American family with complications 
brought about by money, this is a 
potent down-to-earth drama. Au- 
thored by Aurania Rouverol, whose 
previous playwriting efforts, ‘Grow- 
ing Pains’ and ‘Skidding,’ drew some 
attention, piece hits a heavier vein 
than its forerunners and uncovers 
a picture of domestic life constantly 
harassed by the influence of coin. 


In one setting, piece presents the 
family and all its tribulations, with 
the mother carrying the brunt of the 
trouble. Scrimping and scraping to 
get along on her husband’s diminish- 
ing income, she has the added bur- 
dens of an alimony-seeking divorced 
daughter, an out-of-work son _ se- 
cretly married to the daughter of a 
wealthy family, and a younger 
daughter whom she_ desperately 
works to shield from the difficulties 
facing the others. 

While the father’s 
smaller and smaller, the daughter 
loses her alimony suit and _ the 
wealthy in-laws drop their daughter 
in the family’s lap when they learn 
of the marriage. Family finally dis- 
covers that the father is a miser who, 
unknown to them, has succeeded in 
amassing a large fortune under the 
pretense of stock market losses. His 
stinginess proves to be the actual 
reason behind all the family troubles. 
When the mother realizes this, after 
vears of working and scraping. she 
loses her mind. 

From here the play comes to a 
rapid end through the timely inter- 
vention of unexpected influences in 
the form of the younger daughter's 
nrospective mother-in-law and te 
doctor. They force the miserly 
father to send the deranged mother 
to a sanitarium and his character- 
ization is somewhat redeemed when 
he finally softens and tells thern to 
‘give her the best.’. Son and his wife 
have their difficulties straightened 
out when her father dies in practical 
bankruptcy, and the younger. daugh- 
ter gets her man. All that remain in 
the household are the broken miserly 
father and his greedy, alimony- 
gresping daus'yter. 

Characterizations are well defined 
Virginia Brissac as the mother ably 
plays her homely role. Mary Todd's 
grasping divorce and Frances Reid 
as the younger daughter provide a 
contrast of sisterly dispositions. 
Patricia Walsh rings true as a daugh- 
ter of the rich under adverse cir- 
cumstances. Despite his heavy part 
and the responsibility for motivation 
placed upon him, Frank Rasmussen 
gives the fanatical miser restraint. 
Others in the cast are adequate. 

Bary 


purse’ gets 





Guilbert N.S.H. at Hague 


The Hague, Jan. 8. 
Yvette Guilbert, French star, was 
a bad flop at Diligantia Hall. 
She had been here this summe! 
and drew quite an audience, bu! 
this time got very few attendants 
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BIG SPECS’ COIN TROUBLE 





Capacity House and $13,000 Take 
For Actors’ Fund Show; Many Stars 


By JACK PULASKI 

Teeming rain of Sunday evening 
(17) did not hold down attendance 
to the Actors Fund benefit show at 
the New Amsterdam, N. Y. House 
was sold out and ‘the limit of 
standees were drawn by the star- 
studded bill. Daniel Frohman, who 
has been indisposed, was absent but 
show started exceliently and held 
the pace up to intermission. 

Second part went overboard on 
Shakespeare and drama. There was 
a shortage of masters of ceremonies 
and waits between acts were fre- 
quent throughout the long evening. 

Broadway, Hollywood and London 
were represented in the show; in 
fact there were more British players 
in evidence than at any previous 
Fund performance. Jay C. Flippen 
handled his end of the introductions 
capably, as usual, and so did Vinton 
Freedley. Cobina Wright was m.c. 
for a few turns, but the assignment 
for most of the evening fell to Ernest 
Lawford, scholarly veteran English 
actor, who asked the audience to 
pardon his ‘insular pride’ in intro- 
ducing John Gielgud. 


Gieldgud ‘and Huston 


Gieldgud won the house with ease, 
London’s leading ‘Hamlet’ charming 
with his style of reciting the bard's 
sonnets. Walter Huston and Brian 
Aherne, in the jealousy scene from 
‘Othello,’ also landed and the mob 
liked Walter Hampden, sans con- 
tume, in a lengthy section of ‘Cyrano 
De Bergerac.’ 


audience grew restless as midnight 
drew on. 

There were a number of comedy 
acts listed for the” second part but 
few went on, either having disap- 
pointed or walked out because of the 
hour. Charles Weidman, Doris 
Humphrey and Jose Limon didn’t 
help, spotted in between two Shake- 
spearean interludes with a dance 
routine billed ‘Exhibition Piece.’ 
Few knew what it was all about. 

Far different was the appearance 
of Ray Bolger and Tamara Geva 
with their ‘Slaughter in Tenth Ave.’ 
and his corking hoofing impression 
of the coming Joe Louis-Bob Pastor 
fight. George M. Cohan could not 
appear, reporting ill with a cold 
from Boston, but he sent $500 for a 
gallery seat. Leo ‘Walyou’ Carrillo 
went on with a new dialect routine 
that drew laughter. It was stated he 
was on his way to Washington to 
m.c. the President’s inaugural dinner. 
Pat O’Brien, also in from the Coast, 
spoke for a moment or two. 


Other Turns 


Walter C. Kelly trotted out three 
new stories that brought hearty 
laughter. Vincent Lopez played his 
new composition, a piano impression 
of a child trying to climb the stairs. 
Ethel Merman and Bob Hope clicked 
with ‘It’s Delightful,’ with extra 
choruses. Sheila Barrett was another 
hit and Bill Robinson was very high 
on the evening’s scores. Reginald 
Gardiner with his boat monolog, 
Blanche Ring at the piano, Cissie 
Loftus with imitations and Lanny 
Ross were other highlights. 

Amusing skit was ‘In 1999’ by Wil- 
liam C. DeMille, it having Norma 
Terris, Rex O’Malley and Helen 
Chandler in the cast. Finale turn 
was ‘Memory Lane,’ Joe Laurie’ Jr.’s 
sroup of old-timers. They followed 
the heavy dramatics and the curtain 
rang down at 12:30. 

Fund show grossed approximately | 
$13,000 including the take from the | 
program. Understood the ticket sale | 
at the theatre topped last year's 
benefit by $500. 


Hertz Play for London 


Hollywood, Jan, 19 
David Hertz, under a writing con- 
tract to Samuel Goldwyn, has been 
advised by Jed Harris that his play, 
‘The Miles of Heaven,’ has been ac- 
cepted for production in London in 
April. 
Ruth Gordon. 
Country Wife’ 
have the lead. 








currently in “The 
in New York, will 





Laurie’s Ideas 
Joe Laurie, Jr., has a great 
idea how to keep some shows 


running: let the actors have a 
sit-down strike. 
Laurie played the Actors’ 


Fund Benefit with his Old 
Timers Sunday night and ar- 
rived about 9 p. m. but didn’t 
go on until the closing of the 
show, which was about 12.30. 
When Laurie finally got on he 
told the audience: ‘When we 
first arrived it was a kid act.’ 


ACTORS SQUAWK 
ABOUT MASS 
READINGS 











that of mass reading of plays, a 
practice which some producers have 
started. Actors of standing have 
protested to the association, contend- 
ing that the procedure is unfair and 
humiliating. Petition with 48 sig- 
natories was filed with the Council 





But the heavy stuff | 
was too closely bunched and the | 


last week, 


practice. Names attached to the 


paper 


Players clubs. 
Managers leaning 


players to the theatre. 


Equity has a new problem to solve, | 


asking that a way be | 
found to curtail or discontinue the | 


indicate that most of the|calamity in show business. 
petitioners are of the Lambs and /|cost of ‘Inn’ is $263,000, plus $20,000 





oN 8 PRON cr Equity Rules Actors Must Report 


Jobs: Avoids Guarantee Chisels 
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Turmoil at 


INVOLVED 


Center When 
Warners Try to Withdraw 
—Rockefellers’ Idea of 
Salary Cuts Stymied— 
Reinhardt Show in Red 
on First Week at $29,000 





‘ROADS’ SINKING FUND 


Turmoil which threatened the ex- 
istence of ‘White Horse Inn’ during 
its early production days, last sum- 
mer, again hovered over the Cen- 


ter, Rockefeller’s $3,000,000 legit 
theatre, in Radio City, N. Y., last 
week. Three factions. which fig- | 


at a cost of nearly $300,000, were 
at odds. Early this week the War- 
ners. Laurence Rivers, Inc. (Rowland 
| Stebbins) and the Rockefeller group, 
| huddled with the idea of making a 
decision—either close the show, or 
change the control. Session cul-| 
minated amicably, with concessions | 
made by all three sides. 
‘Inn’ has been a success. 
|16 weeks its profit in operation is 
|more than $160,000, with the house 
drawing down more than half that 
sum. There are 325 persons on the 


ured in the maxing of the operetta, | 





Quick Thinker 


But for the presence of mind 
of kids in the cast of “But for 
the Grace of God,’ execs of the 
Theatre Guild might now be 
cutting out paper dolls. 

Unknown to the critics and 


most of the audience, Robert 
Mayors saved the day when 
things became slightly balled 


up at the premiere Jan. 12. Kid 
is supposed to reach into a 
shoe-shine box and yank out a 
harmonica. He was handed the 
wrong box, without his instru- 
ment, but came through like a 
trouper by starting to whistle 
the tune he was supposed to 
play. None knew the differ- 
ence. 











LEGIT HOUSE 


Within | 


| 


|payroll, including actors, authors and | 


the theatre staff. Had the.show been 
forced off because of managerial dif- 
ferences it would be something of a 
Actual 


Friction germinated in a feud be- 


Parts are ; tween Charles Stewart, general man- 
passed around and the actors asked |ager for 
to read passages, one after another. 


Stebbins, and Kenneth 


Hyatt, former Annapolis man who 


Players contend they have no way /|recently shifted from the manager- 
of knowing what the play is about |ship of the Center to another depart- 


and therefore cannot audition in 
such fashion intelligently. That they 
have been forced into acting like 
tyros put the burn on any number of 
members. 

Matter was referred to Equity’s 
executive committee, which will 
consider the possibilities of curbing 
the readings. Association’s leaders 
have been opposed to interference 
with production procedure, but it is 
likely that rules will be adopted tend- 
ing to protect players from such 
allegedly inequitable practices. 

Equity also has been hesitant about 
making changes in policy ever since 
the managers objected to the intro- 
duction of new rules without con- 
ference (such as rehearsal pay, hours 
of rehearsal, cuts board). However, 
Equity is not tied up by a basic 
agreement and is in a position to 
make an exception in the mass read- 
ing situation, or on anything else it 
wishes. 


Violets’ for Chi? 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Martin Broones, composer, is dick- 
ering for rental of the mammoth 
Auditorium here with an idea of 
going into the house with ‘Wild Vio- 
lets,’ musical which was staged in 
| 1932 at the Drury Lane, London, and | 
ran more than a year. 

Possibility the Shuberts will join 
je Broones in the deal. 














Show has several times been men- 
tioned for New York production at | 
the Center, with Max Gordon spon- 
| soring. Gordon claims he never ac- 
tually owned it, however. 


Harding Back 


Alfred Harding of Equity returned 
| to New York last week after a five- 
|month absence reviewing theatre 
|conditions in Poland and the Bal- 
kans. He went abroad at the invita- 
tion of the Roumanian government, 
other European states also welconi- 

ing the writer, who was accorded 
many courtesies. 

Harding will resume his activities 
as editor of the Equity monthly 
house organ. 





ment in the Rockefeller Center or- 
ganization. It is known that the latter 
group desires to maintain the. Cen- 
ter as a legit house, although its 
investment in ‘Inn’ is comparatively 
small as compared with ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ which converted the house 
from films to legit. 


WB Wanted Out 


Present commotion began when 
Warners decided it wanted to let go 
of ‘Inn.’ Firm had set a figure for 
the investment in the show, prin- 
cipally for its filming value. During 
New Year’s week the profit was $11,- 
000. Week later the takings were 
enough for an even break. Last 
week’s pace was at a profit but the 
house end suggested a salary cut. 
Its investment in the production 
was only $10,000, whereas Warners 
put in the bulk of the coin, with 
Stebbins running next in production 
coin outlay, and the stager, Erik 
Charrell, topping the house in the 
amount of cash expended to get the 
show on, 

Stewart, acting for Stebbins, who 
is in Florida, refused to consider 
cutting salaries, because of the 
show’s prosperity and the indication 
that attendance would quickly rise to 
a more profitable basis again. 

Without consulting the Charivers 
Corp., which manages the show, the 
| Warners approached the Rockefellers 
| with a proposition that the latter 
| take over the ‘Inn.’ Plan was that 
| the Rockefellers assume full respon- 
sibility and pay any losses, but di- 
| vide all profits pro rata on any week 
the show makes money. 
| Stebbins outfit said that such a 
| plan was okay an’ 
| glad to step out, provided the Rivers | 
|name was removed from the billing. 
| Apparently the matter was settled 








| 
| 


posted woth Equity as a two weeks’ | 
toward mass | Salary guarantee. 
readings have called as many as 100 


| 





that it would be | 


} 


| Guild. 


that way, when the Rockefeller office | 


made a counter-proposal negating all 
the terms of the Warner proposal. 
That brought about another argu- 
ment, with the Stebbins office step- 
ping in and, this time, declaring it 
would not withdraw under any con- 


ditions. 
Stewart's Offer 
Siewart, acting for Stebbins, of- 
fered to match dollar for dollar any 


(Continued on pawe 56) 


SHORTAGE IN 
LOOP 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Flock of new shows scheduled for 
the loop in the next few weeks has 
raised a housing shortage problem 
around here. Number of shows 
which are just closing their New | 
York runs are penciled in for Chi- 





| cago dates, but it has become. diffi- 
| cult to get a theatre in Chi at pres- | 


ent, with only five theatres actually | 
available for legit. And the shows | 
in these houses are doing so well, 
it’s almost impossible to get ’em out. 

Martin Jones is darkening ‘tthe 
Studebaker by taking ‘Mulatto’ out 
of town, but he still retains first call 
on the house. Possibility, however, 
that he may let the house go into 
another show for four or five weeks. 
Other chance for a legit house is the 
Majestic, dark many years. Jules 
Leventhal is interested in the Majes- 
tic for a local showing of ‘Moon Over 
Mulberry Street,’ which will be 
changed to ‘Moon Over Halsted 
Street’ for Chicago. 

In these houses room must be 
found for the following plays which 
are slated for the loop in the next 
few weeks: ‘You Can’t Take It With 
You’ (2nd company), ‘Reflected 
Glory,’ ‘Idiots Delight,’ and the 
D’Oyly Carte Gilbert & Sullivan 
troupe. ‘Great Waltz’ returns to town 
on Feb. 1 at the Auditorium. 


Peckham Still Talking 
Up His Gigolo Play 


Ted Peckham, who went to London 
to start a guide escort service similar 
to his New York activities, is prepar- 
ing to enter the play production field 
with ‘Gentlemen for Hire,’ a self- 
authored n.usical, some time this 
spring. 

Although currently in London, 
Peckham wiil do the show in N. Y. 











Ina Claire Free 





With folding of ‘End of Summer’ 
last week at the Shubert theatre, 
Newark, N. J., the play’s star, Ina 
Claire, became a free agent. She 
had been under contract to the 


Miss Claire had a two season 
agreement with the Guild, which 
concluded before ‘Summer’ did. But 
she continued it on the road till the 
play washed up. 


‘QUAKE’ FOR B’WAY 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Jack Woodford has completed a 


deal with Al Woods for the Broad- | 
way praduction of his newest play, | 


Earthquake.’ 
Woodford is writing at Warners. 


+ wealndycemeimann 
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Equity has adopted a new rule 
which provides that members must 
report to the association when se- 
curing an engagement or being called 
for rehearsal. Reason is a protective 
one and is aimed to safeguard actors 
in the matter of salary guarantees 
required by Equity. 

Size of casts in some plays is not 
always known to Equity, nor is the 
total salary list, despite the fact that 
members must file a copy of their 
contracts with the association. Re- 
sult is that there are times when the 
amount of salary security is insuf- 
ficient. In such instances the play- 
ers blame the officers and the Coun- 
cil decided on a new check to pre- 
vent such situations. 

Appears that, when _ insufficient 
coin is deposited, there have been 
replacements in the casts during re- 
hearsals. In instances where the 
new player gets a higher salary than 
the original selection, there is not 
enough. guarantee money. Actors 
have been tardy in filing their con- 
tract duplicates, which has not 
aided the situation. From now on 
full casts and salaries will be noted 
in a book for comparisan with the 
amount of money on deposit. 

Failure to make report lays such 





members open to fine or suspension. 


GEDDES SETTLES WITH 








| WILENCHICK, PAYS OFF 


Settlement of the claim of Clem 
Wilenchick, ‘who was let out of the 
| road company of ‘Dead End’ despite 


holding a run-of-the-play contract, 
was agreed to by Norman Bel 
Geddes, show’s producer. Manager 
contended that Wilenchick failed to 
follow direction, but decided not to 
arbitrate. 

There was $1,000 on deposit with 
Equity, latter insisting that Geddes 
pay over to it the actor’s salary of 
$150 weekly until the case was dis- 
posed of. All that coin was released 
to the actor and, in addition, after 
a period of six weeks, he is to re- 
ceive $75 weekly from Geddes pro- 
vided the road company of ‘End’ con- 
tinues after that date. Provisional 
weekly payments would start Feb. 27. 

Wilenchick is currently appearing 
in ‘But for the Grace of God,’ Guild, 
N.Y, 











Reprieve for ‘Mulatto,’ 
New Jones Show Due 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Martin Jones rescinded his de- 
cision to fold ‘Mulatto’ here last 
week after notice had been posted. 
Instead he moved the show into De- 
troit, where it will run a week be- 
fore heading out for some one-night- 
ers through Michigan and Ohio. 

Jones retains his long-term lease 
on the Studebaker, agreement per- 
mitting him to darken the house for 
several weeks between shows. He 
is putting plans together to bring a 
new show he has written tagged 


“‘Walk-Up’ into the hotise around 
Easter time. 


Will cast and produce the show 
in New York, but will send the show 
into the Studebaker here for first 
showing. ‘Walk-Up’ will go into re- 
hearsal, according to present plans, 
in about four weeks. 


Peg Whiffen Honored 


| 
Peggy Whiffen, daughter of the 
|late Mrs. Thomas Whiffen, has been 














| given an honorary life membership 
to Equity..in honor of her mother, 
who was the first woman member. 

Miss Whiffen has not lately been 
jactive on the stage. 
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Easity Nixes Road Benefit Despite 
Appeal to to Wm. Green by N. Y. Mirror 





Proposed benefit of ‘The Eternal | 
Road’ Sunday (17) at the Manhat- 
tan Opera. House, N. Y., was sud- 
denly switched to Monday, after 
Equity nixed the performance. Al- 


though it was stated that the bene- 
fit was in aid of an arm of the Warm 
Springs, Ga. movement fostered by 
President Roosevelt, it was disclosed 


that the N. Y. Mirror actually spon- 
sered it, money to be used for build- | 
ing swimming pools for crippled | 
children in New York. 

Fabloid’s editorial office went! 
about it the wrong way, so far as| 
Equity is concerned. Instead of going | 
to the association direct, William | 


Green was centacted in Washington, | 
D. C. Head of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor was asked to use his 
good offices to have Equity okay the 
benefit. Green advised the Mirror 
to take it up direct with Equity, but 
there were several telephone calls 
between the A.F. of L. and the actors’ 
union officers. 

When it was verified that stage 
hands and others were to be paid, 
but not the actors, Equity ruled 
against it, saying that if the Sunday 
show went on, the actors must get 
two-eighths of a week’ salary for the 
performance and there could be no 
performance on Monday night, be- 
sides, latter being a provision in the 
N. Y. State law. 

Equity’s stand in the matter was 
taken because the tab’s promotion 
was not for theatrical charity. Legit 
shows on Sunday are permitted for 
the Stage Relief Fund, a bona-fide 
charity for professionals. Other bene- 
fits are allowed if the actors are 
paid, or if 15% of the takings are | 
given to the Theatre Authority. | 


STEVE COCHRAN 
OUT OF WASH. 
AFTER TIFF 


Washington, Jan. 19. 
Steve Cochran, for 12 years man- 
ager of the National Theatre, Wash- 
ington, wound up 30 years with the 
Capital’s only remaining legit 

house last Saturday (16). . 
Break came as a climax to dif- 
ferences between Cochran and Leon- 
ard Berginan, manager of the Er- 
langer estate, growing ever since the 
deaths of Abe Erlanger, Bergman’s 
uncle, and William H. Rapley, who 
discovered and promoted Cochran 

from program boy all the way up. 
Much of the battling centered 
around the policy of the house, 
which is owned jointly by the Rap- 
ley estate and the Erlanger interests. 
Cochran having his own ideas about 
the local situation, especially in view 














| opens 





"HEDGEROW STARTS UP 


AGAIN: BARD IN CYCLE. 








Philadelphia, Jan. 19 
Hedgerow theatre, in Moylan, re- 
Saturday (23), after one 
month’s holiday layoff, offering the 
customary thr ee-performances-a- 
week schedule. 


Jasper Deeter, director ‘of the | 
group, plans a Shakespeare festival 
for the theatre’s birthday week | 


(April 21) to cash in on the current 
interest in the bard. That begins | 
the Hedgerow’s regular schedule of | 
six performances a week. Believed | 
Deeter expects to revive ‘Richard | 
II,” ‘Taming of Shrew’ and ‘Othello,’ | 
which are on the inactive list at the | 
Hedgerow, and add ‘Much Ado | 
About Nothing’ to the repertory. | 
Already active, and one of Hedge- 
row’s best draws, is “Twelfth Night.’ 

Suburban troupe, only surviving | 
rep company in the country, will at- 
tempt this season to carry out its 
projected revolving cycle of produc- | 
tions, plan embracing the formation | 
of various subordinate producing 
groups. Negro group is already work- 
ing, with Italian, French, etc., groups 
to follow. It would involve reduc- 
ing the number of productions per | 
month from 12 to seven. 

Next addition to the repertory, 
planned for March 17, will be Len- | 
nox Robinson’s ‘Round Table.’ 


H. G. Wells’ Lectures 
Command Fat Fees 


H. G. Wells comes over next fall 
on his first lecture tour. Subject to 
be ‘The Brain Organization of the 
Modern World.’ Fee is reported will 
top that of Winston Churchill, who 
got a high at $2,500 for a single plat- 
form shot. 

Harold Peat bureau is handling. 











Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Having a Wonderful Time’—Marc 
Connelly. 


‘You Can’t Take It With Yow’ 
(road)—Sam H. Harris. 

‘All About Love’—Alfred 
Liagre. E 

‘An Enemy of the People’ (revival) 
—Walter Hampden. 


‘In Gold We Trust’—Hope Lawder 
and Richard Skinner, 


‘A Point of Flonor’—Luther essa, 


‘King Richard Y—Dowling and 
Smith. 


‘Marching Song’—Theatre Union, 
‘Call Me Ziggy’—Michael Todd. 
‘Rising Tide’—Aldrich and Myers. 


‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover’—Jack 
Linder. 


de 








going through, the decline of legit 


which licked every other theatre 
in the city. 
Understood that Bergman gave 


Cochran the privilege of resigning, 
but Cochran refused. Then Berg- 
man, who was in town early last 
week, gave him the air in so many 
words, effective as of Saturday. 

Cochran, who made a local insti- 
tution out of the National Theatre 
Players, summer — stock troupe, 
through 12 consecutive seasons and 
built up a steady patronage which 
assured the house of meeting its 
nut on nearly every show, also runs 
the National Academy, outstanding 
local drama school, and is com- 
pleting plans for a summer legit 
spot across the D.C. line to play 
shows barred here by child labor 
laws. Both interests will keep him 
active in the local field. 

Having successfully run tours with 
Corinne Griffith and Ethel Barry- 
more following local appearances. 
Cochran may also take a fling at 
producing. 

Edmund Plohm took over 
managership. He’s from N. Y. 


the 





Allan Wilkie in Sydney 
Sydney, Dec. 29 


Alian Wilkie, English Shakespear- | 


ian actor, is dickering with the 
Fullers for another season in Au- 
stralia. Bard actor played here 


some years ago and made quite a 
hit at the old Grand Opera House. 
Fullers are believed interested, 


Stage Show in Vienna 


Vienna, Jan, 8. 

For the first time in many moons 
a stage show preceded the film at the 
Apollo Kino here. Frite YZeilinger 
worked out a flesh program oalled 
‘Various Things’ to augment the new 
film ‘Ernte’ (Harvest’), Tobis ts dis- 
tributing this Gaza yon Bolvary pro- 
duction, which stars Pauia Wessely. 

Stage show features Kari Koast- 
ler, opera singer, and two dance 
acts, Traud! Sameschn and the Fulda 
Sisters. All acts well received, 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Lucile Watson, ‘All About Love.’ 

Earl MacDonald, ‘Frederika.’ 

Ian Keith, Clarence Derwent, 
Augustin Duncan, Olive Deering, 
Whitford Kane, Charles Dalton, Wil- 
liam Post, Jr., ‘Richard IL,’ 

Aileen Cook, Bartlett Robinson, 
Harry Meehan, Alan Handley, 
‘Naughty Naught.’ 

Joaguim Souther, Clyde Fillmore, 
Charles Jordan, Eleanor Hopkinson, 
Irene Cattel, Howard Miller, Frances 
Grover Cleveland, Charles Howard, 
‘Tide Rising.’ 


Current Road Shows 


(WEEK OF JAN. 138) 

‘And Now Geod-Bye, 
mouth, Boston. 

Ballet Russo, Auditorium, Los 
Angeles, 18-20; Auditorium, 
Clarement, Col., 21; Auditorium, 
Los Angeles, 22-23; Auditorium, 
San Diego, 24-25. 

‘Cocktail Bar,’ 
Francisco. 


‘Dead End,’ Hanna, Cleveland. 





Ply- 


Glory, San 


D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Na- 
tional, Washington. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Har- 
ris, Chicago. 

‘Follies,’ Grand, Chicago. 

‘Frederika,’ Forrest, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls’ (Geo. M 
Cohan), Chestnut, Philadelphia. 

‘Great Waltz,” Curran, San 
Francisco. 

‘Hamlet’ (Leslie Howard), 


Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Hey Diddle, Diddle,’ McCarter, 
Princeton, 21; Playhouse. Wil- 
mington, Del., 22-23. 

‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), 
langer, Chicago. 

‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover,’ 
Brighton, Brighton Beach 
‘Leaning on Letty’ 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Masque of Kings,’ Ford's, 

timore, 20-23. 

‘Mulatto,” Cass, Detroit. 

Nazimova Repertory, 
Cincinnati. 

‘Night of Jan. 
iewark. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Colonial, 
Boston. 

‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead), Shubert, Boston. 


Er- 


(‘Post 


Bal- 


Cox, 


16,’ Shubert, 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Locust, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Tomorrow We Live,’ El Capi- 
tan, Hollywood. 





FOUR SHOWS 





Outgoing show list has four at- 
tractions listed to depart, one already 
having closed last Saturday, after 
the matinee. It was ‘A House in the 
Country,’ Vanderbilt, after one week. 
Had played a paid preview per- 
formance and if the show had gone 


on Saturday night, management 
could not have deducted rehearsal 
coin. 





‘A HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY’ 


Opened Jan. 11, °37. Melvin 
Levy’s melodrama drew no ap- 
probation from the No, 1 play- 
viewers. Gabriel (American) 
termed it a ‘flat affair, seldom 
exciting, never very funny, and 
with no tang at all.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: ‘“Indica- 
tions are for a brief stay.’ 











‘Promise’ closes at the Little 
Saturday, at which time it will have 
played three and one-half weeks. 
Paced around $4,500, which was not 
enough. 





‘PROMISE’ 
Opened Dec. 30, "34 If the 
first-stringers did not think 


much of Henry’ Bernstein’s 
‘Promise,’ they at least lavished 
praise en the cast provided for 
it by producer Gilbert Miller. 
Watts (Tribune) called it ‘some 
of the finest acting of the sea- 
son.’ 

Variety (Kau?) said: ‘New 
York isn’t likely to care very 
much for it.’ 











‘On Your Toes’ goes to the road 
from the Majestic (N. Y.) after a 
run of 41 weeks, most of which was 
played at the Imperial. An excellent 
money-maker most of the distance, 
it should fare wel! on tour. 





‘ON YOUR TOES’ 

Opened April 11, ’36. Okay 
notices greeted this early-spring 
entry of last year. Anderson 
(Journal) termed it ‘a smart, 
amusing, debonair entertain- 
ment.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: 
of clicking are strong.’ 


‘Chances 








Duke McHale, Grace ang Ray 
MacDonald, Rollo Pickert ge 
| Watts, Wynn Murray, ‘Babes in 
| Arms.’ 

Rex Ingram, Martin Wolfson, 
Gertrude Flynn, Frieda Altman, 


‘Marching Song.’ 
Lillian Emerson, J. Malcolm Dunn, 
A. J. Herbert, Lewis Martin, ‘Point 











Aiso slated to leave is ‘Othello.’ It 
will have played two and one-half 





of Honor.’ 


weeks. 


side StffLegit : 


Although Beth Brown wrote half a dozen novels, some pertaining +, 
show business, reviewers were apparently unaware of the fact, judging 
by their notices on ‘Behind Red Lights,’ which opened at the Longacre. 
N. Y., last week, and in which Miss Brown collaborated with Samuci 
Shipman. Play is partiaily based on her book ‘For Men Only.’ Her othe: 
works include ‘Applause,’ ‘Riverside Drive,’ ‘Wedding Ring’ and ‘Man and 
Wife.’ 

Melodrama was preduced by Jack Curtis. 
presentation earlier in the season. 





A. H. Woods considered its 





Starting next week, the gallery of the Manhattan Opera House, N. Y. 
where ‘The Eternal Road’ is playing, will be closed off and will not be use 
unless necessary to accommodate patrons. Although there have been but ., 
few complaints, the entire setting cannot be seen from the top shelf. 
| 





Ticket scale for the dress circle just below has been revised to $1.65 and 
$1.10, which applied to the ‘second balcony’ or gallery. Matinee rat 
| will also be reduced for the lower floor, but $4.40 is still the top price 
at night for the front half of the orchestra floor. 
| ‘Masque of Kings’ opened its first tryout date for 
| the Montclair theatre, Montclair, N. J.. Monday 
its five sets in use and six understudies at work. 

Opening was not ballyed because of the Guild’s fear of the play being 
seen in a bad light. Conditions were announced locally, however. Lay- 
off of two days after Montclair, then Baltimore. 

Play was given in its entirety but, because of the size of the stage, the 
sets couldn’t be used. Illness of cast members forced use of subs. 


the Theatre Guild at 


(18) with only two ot 





‘The Two Mrs. Carrolis,” which was a London hit, was taken off after 
a try-out on the road, but is slated for the boards again later this winter 
Mrs. Bayard (Marguerite) Veiller, who wrote the play, insisted on changes 
for the American presentation. When and if the play goes on again, it 
will be the London version. 

Elena Miranova is the only player in the London cast who appeared in 
the play on this side. 





‘In Gold We Trust’ will bring fourth a new managerial duo in-Richard 
Skinner and Hope Lawder. Latter was formerly in the script department 
of 20th-Fox and played a small part in ‘Ceiling Zero.’ 

Play was tried out at Stony Creek last summer. 








TRYING T0 BOOK 
ROAD’ AGAIN 
 INCHI 








Specs’ Troubles 








(Continued from page 55) 





loss incurred over a period of four 
weeks, although the Stebbins in- 
vestment was but one-sixth of what | 
the Warners put up. There was no} 
answer, and the mix-up was left for | 
Monday’s (18) powwow. There will 








QUIT BDWAY 


be no salary cuts. | 
During all the confusion in the | 
managers’ offices, Charrell was not 
present, held on the Coast because of 
the serious illness of his brother Lud- 
wig, who is his manager. It was 
Charrell who contracted Jimmy Savo 
for the lead and it was Warners who, 
after seeing Savo in a Westport try- 
out, said: ‘Not with our money.’ As 
a’result William Gaxton was engaged 
and it was agreed that Savo be paid 
$550 weekly for the run of the play 
in settlement of his contract. 
Conversations on the plan for the 
Rockefellers to take over the show 
were carried on by Joseph Hazen, 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Another attempt by Sam Grisman 


and Jack Kirkland to bring “Tobacco 
Road’ back into the loop looks 
chilled, with Mayor Ed Kelly indi- 
cating he will stick to his original 
decision banning the show from 
Chicago. Grisman has returned to 
New York but Kirkland is still 
around town trying to figure some 
angle to get the show back in. 
Newest possibility considered by 
the producers is bringing of ‘Road’ 
into one of the nearby suburbs, out 
of Mayor Kelly’s jurisdiction, yet 


attorney, and Jake Wilk for Warners. | close enough for playgoers. Under 
Barney Klawans, who is manager | consideration are such towns as 
of the Warner legit department, ap-| Cicero, Berwyn, Indiana Harbor, 


Evanston, Niles and Winnetka, with 
Cicero and Berwyn the most likely. 


Only difficulty would be the prob- 
lem of a theatre since houses in 
these nabe districts are all used for 
films. Kirkland is pondering a deal 
for rental of a picture house for the 
try. No worry about the absence of 
a fly-loft in the picture houses be- 
cause ‘Road’ is a one-setter and has 
no need of flying scenery. 


Kirkland and Grisman are also talk- 
ing of bucking into the teeth of the 
gale by bringing the show right back 
into the loop, if a theatre is avail- 
able. They believe that Mayor Kelly 
may not touch the show this time. 
They argue that since the time the 
show was banned in Chi last season 
it has played many cities through- 
out the country, without being both- 
ered by the police anywhere. For 
this reason, they feel, Mayor Kelly 
will perhaps see that he is pretty 
conspicuous in being the only one 
to prohibit the showing and may 
not try it. 


Frohman Ailing 


Daniel Frohman, head of the Ac- 
tors Fund, was unable to attend the 
annual benefit show in its aid at the 
New Amsterdam Sunday night (17). 

4e has been indisposed for several 
weeks but was around Saturday. 
Head cold and inclement weathe: 
forced him to remain at home. 


parently was not consulted in the de- 
liberations. 

Indications are that the business of 
‘Inn’ will improve further this week. 
Last half of last week attendance 
mounted and on Saturday it again 
sold out. 

‘Eternal Road’s’ Nut 

Attendance the first full week at 
for Manhattan Opera House, N. Y., 
where “The Eternal Road’ is spotted, 
was considerably under expectations” 
and operated in the red. Gross was 
was figured around $29,000, although 
it was hoped the take would reach 
an even break, show costing more 
than $30,000 weekly. 

Late last week the management 
sought $15,000 in cash, having the 
same financial problem as at the end 
of the first Saturday. By Monday 
(18), however, the ‘Eternal Road’ 
situation looked more promising than 
at any time since the _ spectacle 
opened. 

It was proposed to establish a sink- 
ing fund of $75,000 to protect the 
$500,000 venture by tiding it over 
financial tough spots during the next 
several weeks. Two men of sub- 
stance offered to put up $25,000 cash, 
provided a third new backer were) 
secured. It was believed that the | 
fund would be established before the | 
end of this week. 

Encouragement 

Management was encouraged when 
Saturday night (16) saw the.biggest | 
house since the premiere. Orders 
were, however, to cut down the run- 
ning expenses and, in that way, re- 

















duce the weekly nut. Veteran showman is slated to 
Understood that so far there has| leave for his annual sojourn in 
| Florida. 


been no preponderance of Jewish 
patronage, despite the fact that spec’s | 
scenes are based on the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Largest investors in ‘Eternal Road’ 
aré Albert A. Strellsin of the Re- 
liance Advertising Co., which con- 
trols neon light patents and Maurice 
Levin, of Hearn’s department store, 
N. Y. Described as the spark-plug 





the 
legal 
bettet 


of the organization operating 
show is Louis Nizer, of the 
firm of Phillips and Nizer, 
known in film circles. 

Max Reinhardt, wh» staged the 
spec, is returning to the Coast th: 








week for picture commitments 
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rhi FTP Reorganized on Pool Base: 
Considers Itself Legit Competish 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Federal Theatre Project for this 
region is undergoing a change in 
basic plan since being put under 
supervision of George Kondolf, who 
took over following the exit of 
Thomas Wood Steven., who now de- | 
votes himself to the tour of the | 
Globe Theatre condensed versions of | 
Shakespeare. 


Kondolf has dropped the idea of | 
devoting each of the three WPA| 
houses here to a specialty, and is | 
going after biz through the ‘into | 
office by putting the theatres into 
direct and open competitior. with the | 
commercial houses. 

Great Northern, housing an origi- | 
nal revue, ‘O Say Can You Sing?’ is 
no longer to be known as ‘experi- | 
mental’; the Blackstone, making 
ready for premiere of ‘Within These 
Walls,’ is no longer to be used as a 
theatre wherein the plays. selected 
are supposed to ‘illustrate successive 
eras of native drama’; while the re- 
furbished Princess, originally in- 
tended as a theatre for plays by, 
about and with colored actors, will 
be used for any play that comes 
along. 

Kondolf was fer years with Charles 
Frohman, under Gilbert Miller, and | 
knows practical theatricals. He has | 
engaged seasoned men for promo- | 
tional and publicity work, Frederick | 
Donaghey and Sam Ward. Susan 
Glaspell, who took the Pulitzer prize 
for her ‘Allison’s House’ play, is head 
of the play reading staff, with Alice 
Gerstenberg, experienced worker in 
the theatre, as her chief associate. 

Actors for the project, instead of 
being assigned to special groups or 
units, are drawn upon for work in 
any of the three theatres needed. 


DETROIT UNIT STARTS 
AGAIN WITH ‘CORNER’ 








Detroit, Jan. 19. 

After two months’ idleness, the 
Detroit Federal Theatre Project re- 
turns to active duty this week with 
preparations for a new production. 
Martin Flavin’s ‘Around the 
Corner’ is the first play set, and it’s 
planned to open Feb. 15 in the Peo- 
ple’s Theatre, a 1,000-seater in the 
northwest section. 

Lafayette, which housed the local 
project for over a year, was aban- 
doned in November as too costly. 

With the aid of nine performers 
from the N. Y. project, the local unit 
will comprise about 80 persons, in- 
cluding an acting company of 50 and 
the remainder as stage hands, etc. 
Former state quota, which was cut 
along with the slash nationally in 
November, was over 100 persons. 

Fred Morrow, former state director 
in Texas, who now- heads the local 
project, believes that the reduced 
company will be able to produce 
Suitable shows, due to the fact that 
the N. Y. actors on relief (who've 
been sent here) are considered on a 
par with those who are on the acting 
Payrolls in Detroit. 

Small vaude unit of 15 persons, 
which constituted the only activity 
of the local project for the past two 
months, will be kept intact and used 
in schools, churches and charitable 
events threughout the state. 

Herschell Mayo, who formerly was 
an actor in the Detroit project, has 
been named director of ‘Around the 
Corner,’ which will probably bring 
around 55c top, although the prices 
have not been set definitely. Fre- 
quency of productions depends on 

1e b.o. take at the first v- 


No. 3 ‘Boy- Girl Stops 











|J. W. Gillette of the 
Union; Rube Burroughs, Councilman | 





After touring the Eastern territory 
for 18 weeks, ‘Boy Meets Girl’ closed | 
in Pittsburgh Saturday (16). Tour | 
'ncluded several repeat dates, includ- | 

Boston. Only weak territory | 
P| yed was two weeks in New 
‘lampshire and Vermont stands 

Two ‘Boy’ shows remain, one on | 

Broadway, the other on the coast. |! 


| Manager. 


F. T. P.’s Ads in N. Y. 


Federal Thea ote Project in 
New York started daily adver- 
tisinE in all N. Y. daily news- 
papers Tuesday (19), using reg- 
ulation listing in theatrical al- 
phaphets for ‘It Can't Happen 
Here,’ Adelphi. 

Previously the WPA had used 
a two column wide box ad each 
Monday for all its shows, but 
FTP now considers itself a reg- 
ular legit in competish with 
other shows—but at 50c top. 











PROBE INTO L. A. 


FTP URGED 
BY DEMOS 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 

Mass meeting advocated 
tinuance of the Federal Theatre 
Project and other cultural units of 
WPA, Party 
urged investigation 


while the Democratic 
congressional 
into the projects, in two new de- 
velopments this week on L. A.’s in- 
volved Project front. 


project heads speaking, as well as 


Musicians’ 


Parley P. Christensen, Michael Gold, 
Harold J. Salemson, and reps of 
striking maritime workers and other 
labor bodies. All advocated per- 
petuation of cultural] projects, mainly 
the FTP, as an important step, not 
only in solving the unemployment 
problem now and inthe future, but 
also as laying a- basis for native 
American culture. Meeting was 
called by the Professional Projects 
Council. 


Next night, the Democratic Party 
County Central Comm. heard a re- 
port from Robert Heinlein after in- 
vestigation of the FTP and other 
projects. Report urged thorough 
congressional investigation of the 
Theatre and Music Projects, with 
special reference to probing the com- 
petence of J. Howard Miller, head 
of the project in 18 western states, 
and his immediate aides. John Anson 
Ford, head of the committee, is 
forwarding the recommendations to 
Washington. 





IOWA FTP UNIT SET 


First WPA Stock Co. in State Will 
Open Feb. 3 in Waterloo 








Cedar Rapids, Ia., Jan. 19. 
Iowa's Federal Theatre Project will 
get under way Feb. 3 in Waterloo 


with a cast of 32, according to J. 
Howard Miller, regional director for 
18 states west of the Mississippi. Ef- 
forts to locate the project in Des 
Moines were abandoned when it was 
found that no suitable stage could 
be had there. 


Old Waterloo theatre, for many 
years a stock house, is to be utilized. 
Lucille LaVallier, who has played in 
stock in Cedar Rapids, Waterloo and 
other Iowa cities, will play character 
parts. Ruth Whitworth is to be the 
leading woman and Elton Hackett 


leading man. Other members are 
Betty Bright, Roy Burnett, Pearl 
Reed, Kenneth Ferguson and How- 


ard Hack, with Hal Phillips as house 
All are Iowans. 
Bills are to be changed 
‘The Royal Family’ is the 
fering, in rehearsal. 


weekly. 
first of- 


‘Excursion.’ by Victor Wolfson, set 
for rehearsal in about ea week by 
John C. Wilson. 


con- | 


| 





duction in 


FEDERAL AUSPICES 





UR B WAY PLAYS 


Started With ‘Around the 


Corner,’ Now ‘But for the 


Grace of God’—More Di- 


rectly in B. O. Competish | 


HAS ADVANTAGES 





Taking an entirely new stand, the 
WPA’s Federal 
lining itself up as a 
theatrical ally,’ going after regular 
legit .biz along more or 
lated: commercial lines and starting 
in to take over a number of regu- 
lation commercial legit scripts. 

First serieus move of this sort 
will probably be the take over by 
the FTP of ‘But For the Grace of 
God,’ current Theatre Guild pro- 
New York, which the 


| government’s theatre arm would put 





| 


Mass meet had reps of all me 





| mercial seripts. 
| kept 


on pronto in half a dozen preduc- 
tions around the country. This 
would be in direct competition with 
the ofiginal New York production 
of the same play were it not for the 
fact that the show is not doing too 


well on its first week in New York | 


and is not expected to linger long. 
It takes the WPA at least a couple 
of months to get a show on. 


Up to the present the FTP has 
concentrated pretty largely on new 
scripts which were not along regu- 
lation legit lines, or revivals. When 
it grabbed Sinclair Lewis’ ‘It’ Can't 
Happen Here’ for simultaneous pro- 
duction around the country, it first 
began laying eyes on more com- 
This season it has 
close touch on the Broadway 
script situation. 

First move was with ‘Around the 
Corner,’ Martin Flavin play which 
couldn't make the grade on Broad- 
way commercially several weeks ago. 
Before it was yet off the boards 
here, however, several’ productions 
of it were slated around the country 
by the FTP. Now the-chatter with 
the Guild has reached practical con- 
clusion (all set but the papers not 
yet signed) for ‘But for the Grace of 
God’ and negotiations have started 
for ‘Johnny Johnson,’ Group Thea- 
tre production which closed last 
week after a short run. 


Obviously, the FTP can’t get 
scripts which have definite road pos- 
sibilities on their own, yet, it is 
pointed out that FTP production of 
a play in the provinces of moderate 
or unlikely roadshows is that much 
gravy for the producer and author 
(who share $50 per week per pro- 
duction) with some prestige attached 
and no chance of a loss. In the case 
of ‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ show was 
given 23 simultaneous showings by 
the FTP, netting the authors $1,150 
per week for a few weeks. And 
with no strings, no lien by the FTP 
on film or any other future rights. 


Atlas’ Hesitance 


In the matter of ‘But for the 
Grace of God,’ New York production 
is by Theatre Guild and Sidney 
Harmon, with Mrs. Hallie Flana- 
Zan negotiating for the FTP. Every- 
one is now satisfied to let the deal 
go through but the author, Leopold 


Atlas, is still smoothing out some 
production details with the WPA 
group. When it goes through. 


show is to get a certain number of 
simultaneous showings, along lines 
of ‘It Can’t Happen,’ but will stay 


out of New York, Boston and Phila- | 
| here, tonight (Tuesday) will present 


delphia. How many productions 
there will be is the stumbling block. 
since show requires a number of 
kids and there is a question whether 
the FTP can use child actors, or how 
many it can scare up or where. Ob- 
viously, children couldn't be shipped 
around to the various WPA theatres 
around the country and, in a number 
of towns there are none on relief 
Guild and Harmon would get proe- 


| duction credits and Guild would be 


final authority on all details, ac- 
cording to the deal, with the fur- 
ther proviso that the Guild couk 
have any one or any number of the 
productions cancelled when and if 
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F.T.P. GOING ‘COMMERCIAL’ 








less regu- | 


—— © 


Theatre Project is | 
‘commercial | 


Equity Council Opposed to Secret 
Vote Method as ‘Too Cumbersome 





Sniper’s B. O. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 19. 

Ai the local preem of ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ at the Biltmore, 
Kid Koster, second man with 
the company, stood in the lobby. 
looking very much like a new 
Hollyweod leading man. So 
much so that more than 20 
autograph hounds insisted on 
his signature. 

Believed to be first time that 
a bill-poster made good that 
way. 











397 SEMI-PROS 


MOVED OFF 
N. Y. FIP 








Long planned shaking-down of the 
personnel of the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration theatre project in N. Y. 
has started. Inquiries covering & 
period of six months or more re- 
sulted in finding 397 persons in the 
relief show division who are either 
amateurs or semi-professionals. Be- 
| ing in need of reiief, they will not be 
ilet out, but will be transferred to 
other projects. 

In the legit division there 
1,394 persons listed as actors, total 
|legiters being 2,044, which includes 
supervisors, directors and _ staff 
| people. Investigation proved 993 were 
'experienced players, 397 with ama- 
teur rating and four not classified. 
There are 
Equity. 

Vaude division lists 255 as belong- 
|ing to the American Federation of 
Artists. Total on the payroll in the 
theatre project in N. Y. tops 5,000. 

Factions in the relief show outfit 
pointed out that little theatre people 
were being given the preference, 
despite the fact that the project was 
supposed to be for the aid of pro- 
fessionals. That claim is based on 
figures showing that 264 persons 
were listed as semi-pros, while 133 
were set down as amateurs. Figures 
tended to prove that 23% of the 
actors are not professionals. Legit 
division appears to have the largest 
number, 29% being claimed to have 
been on the list. 

In explanation it was reported 
that, when the project was forming, 
not enough professionals were on 
hand. Some non-pros were trans- 
ferred from other relief projects, 
those concerned aiming for the show 
division because the wage in it is 


higher. 
Thomson Denies 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Kenneth Thomson, secretary of the 
Screen Actors’ Guild, denies having 
ambitions to succeed Frank Gillmore 
as Equity head. 
| He issued the statement to spike 
eastern reports. 


were 











‘Deunhesd’ in Atlanta 


Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 19. 
Atlanta Theatre Guild, affiliated 
with the WPA’s new theatre project | 


‘The Drunkard.’ 
i of Mississippi, 


Will Price, a native 
who has been asso- 


the Theatre, is supervisor. Prices 
| have been set at 40 and 25c. 
| John McGee, ass't national direc- | 


|tor, and Joseph Lentz, 


to attend the 


t performance of 
‘Drunkard, 


| it disapproved of 
| production details. Aliso 
nsists that ihere must be at least 
six FTP productions or no dice. 


casting or 


+ 


council 
petition 


As anticipated, Equity’s 
did not act favorably on the 
that an amendment to the constitu- 
tion be adopted whereby members 
would vote for officers via secret 
ballot. Instead it will recommend 
that members vote against the 
tion on the grounds that the pro- 
posed system would make ‘for a 
cumbersome method of election.’ 

However, because the _ petition 
was signed by more than 100 mem- 
bers, the resolution must be sent out 
to all members and will come up as 
a resolution at the next quarterly 
meeting in Mareh. It is possible 
that secret balloting will be voted 
in then, becoming effective before 
the annual meeting and election late 
in May. 

Having the opposition of presum- 
ably a majority of the council indi- 
cates that the chances of passage are 
doubtful. A two-thirds vote of mem- 
bers is required to adopt an amend- 
ment at a meeting which must be 
attended by at least 750 paid-up 
members. That those favoring secret 
balloting can muster enough votes 
is believed unlikely. Should the 
vote be fairly close, however, there 
is a chance that the council might 
put the matter up to the entire mem- 
bership for referendum. 


mo- 








Colored WPA Show 
Opens After Seven 
Months’ Rehearsal 








787 actors who belong to | 


ciated with the Pasadena Schoo! of | 


regional di- 
rector of WPA theatres, are expected | 


other | 
the Guild 


‘Sweet Land,’ WPA’s most recent 
| legit show, which opened at the 
| Lafayette, Harlem, Tuesday (19), re- 
; hearsed nearly seven months, having 
gotten under way last June. That is 
the longest rehearsal period yet for 
a drama under relief auspices. Show 
has a mixed cast, there being 63 
persons on the stage, eight of them 
whites. 

Show was staged by Banzella 
Jones, a colored directoress and, ac- 
cording to reports, racial strife was 
narrowly averted several times. 
Complaints made to Equity indicate 
that Miss Jones has been unusually 
severe in handling the white portion 
of the cast. Another complaint was 
over long hours of rehearsal. 

Actors say the stager called them 
for rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. and that 
they were kept in the theatre until 
two or three the next morning. Sun- 
days have been used for rehearsals 
also. Such rehearsals are not un- 
usual, but because ‘Land’ has been in 
|} preparation so long, the Equity 
| deputy was instructed not to permit 
|a rehearsal last Sunday (17). 


‘TROVATORE’ SET BUT 
CLEVE. CAN'T SPOT IT 


Cleveland, Jan. 19. 

After rehearsing ‘I] Trovatore’ for 
three months, the local WPA singers 
are all dressed up, ready to go but 
| can’t find any theatre for production. 

Mareel Salzinger, director of 
federal music project here, is fight- 
ing city officials over the unusual 
; problem. Only theatre big enough 
j}and available for opera, he clairns, 
is the Music Hall of civie audi- 
| Corse, but that’s the teaser. 

Rent for hall runs about $700 per 
_ night, plus costs for stage hazds and 
| lighting, with no exceptions. Sal- 
|zinger trying to get it free on 
| womesiiie that FMP has spent about 
$300,000 here and deserves #. Her- 
bert Buckman, manager for theatre, 
| is still firm about demanding fent so 
| the opera singers may have t@ stage 
| “Trovatore’ out in the streets. 
i, wail 
| “Glery for AM’ by Nat B¥rrin, 


taken by George Jessel, actoh who 
iit arouné Feb. A 
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Plays On Broadway 





But For the Grace of God | 


Drama in three acts (10 scenes) by Leo- 


pold Atlas, presented by Theatre Guild, 
ne., in association with Sidney Harmon; 
direction, Benno Schneider; settings, Stew- 
art Chaney. At Guild, N. Y., Jan, 12, '387; 
$3.50 top. 

ELODIE Ore James MeCallion 
Ms wh ind tak cavesev teres < «> aco¢ Gene Lowe 
Sts > os bac cheb Vee rs Joe Brown, Jr 
oo See eee ...--Leslie Klein 
cease allen EERE Oe Theodore McKnight 
ae ae eee -Harry Levian 
Siege ee Ihe ate ons Robert Mayors 
UNS oia'ch On osc ees 654% 0 a8 Arthur Bruce 
TE CET CT Pat or Ed<erton Paul 
Buesoy ; ton ocenun : Jack Arnold 
as nto oe dhukaoe oh Melbourne Ford 
Charley eeeeees-Robert J. Mulligar 
Frank Adamec......... James Bell 
M a a ee Beatrice Moreland 
Hannah Adame Kathryn Grill 
Wilson. ech in Col Ce od Re oe bee Anthony Ro 
Ruse ..Clem Willenchik 
es ee FAs Maurice Burke 
Kababiagn ..Joseph Greenwal 
Zhlub... Jobn Cati | 
Eo ee Stanley Poviteh 
Rocey TTP LIN roRtL ...Gilda. Oakleaf 
RR arias owe ke 6 wea Harriet Caron 
Berr .. be Fe pe dn ae bead P. A. Nanthe 
As SR oe" Lester Lonergan III | 
DN smid.vekss Gadeetsex .. Robert Reeves | 
Mac Py rer tre eee Clem Willenchik | 
EE A eae Frank Gabrielson 
ae eer ee ee Phillip Sheridan 
PEER: WOOOGM cid cnc ctaceneds Dorothy Scott 
et to ton PEPER EEE PCR ee Marie Blake 
BRAOTERG i hi6ns cccddccdsvecccssi eaney . Packer 


York Robert Gordon 





Leopold Atlas’ play deals with a 
vital social subject in forthright 
fashion, but its sincerity fails to 
atone for a lack of popular elements, 
To the average auditor it may be 
punishment, rather than entertain- 
ment. Theatre Guild’s returns, be- 
yond the regular subscription trade, 
are likely to be chiefly in the form 
of praise for a meritorious but non- 

b.o. presentation. 


Child labor is a timely topic, but 
naturally rests on human misery. 
Atlas neither attempts to evade the 
sorrow nor dilute it with lightness. 
Yet, with the Guild asking $3.30 per 
ticket, this is not altogether an 
artistic enterprise. In view of the 
auspices, the author might have made 
_an effort to present his theme with 
popular appeal in mind: He would 
not only have assured his play of 
wider acceptance, but could have ex- 
ercised a sense of humor without 
weakening his social argument. 

Main characters are an industrial 
.worker, unemployed for three years, 
and his family. Wife takes in wash- 
ing. Eldest son. is broken in health 
from sweéat-shop labors. Youngest 
son goes to school by day and shines 
shoes at night. Father is no lazy 
lout, but a man who would work if 
he could find it, and his shame over 
his inability to support his family 
makes him nearly a _ psychopathic 
case. Family takes plenty of punish- 
ment, physical and mental, from 
thwarted ambition to death, and the 
audience must share it for three 
acts. 

It cannot be said that Atlas, ‘in his 
enthusiasm for giving a frank, if 
brutal, account of his theme, forgot 
altogether that he was writing a 
play. He was not above reaching for 
melodramatic tricks. when needed to 
press a point. 
shop, death of. the eldest son, steal- 
ing of a policeman’s revolver in the 
station house by the urchins, murder 
of the sweat-shop proprietor, and 
other such items are evidences of 
that. And as long as he went that 
far, he might as well have gone 
farther, with a laugh now and then, 
for shadins. He hooks when he 
should jab. His argument is blunt. 
but not enthralling; strong, but not 
penetrating. 

That child labor is a terrible thing 
is an accepted fact. Atlas exposes 





Accident in the sweat |. 





it at its worst. He offers no solution. 
He even refrains from~ giving the 
slightest hint that a remedy is pos- 
sible. 

_ .James McCallion, 16 years old, 
with legit, »icture and radio experi- 
ence back of him, does a svlendid 
job as the poverty-stricken family’s 
youngest son. His assignment car- 
ries .m through every page of the 


acting book and he takes éverythin7 
in stric>, 


He may #0 places from 


semi-annual 


f 


“ 


ges 





Pumps .. .Straps...Oxfords... 
Stepins .Sandals...anda 
special group of Evening 
Slippers 


A splendid selection of colors, 
patterns and materials. All 
sizes and widths. 


49W 34th ST. 450 FIFTH AVE. 


| ‘For Men Only.’ 


here, but he isn’t likely to get a 
tougher part than that of Josey, the 
boy who does all he can to support 
his family, and then, in desperation, 
commits murder to save the life of 
his broth.r without knowing that 
his brother is already dead. It’s a 
touch part for a boy actor, and it 
makes a tough actor of the boy. 
When his broken father seeks to de- 
fend the boy’s act to the police, at 
the final curtain, the boy screams, 
‘Don’t apologize. Tell them to go to 
hell.’ 

James Bell as the father is able 
in a role that calls not so much for 
histrionics as for restraint. Kathryn 
Grill is fine in a similarly construct- 
ed role, as the mother. Joseph 
Greenwald as the sweat-shop oper- 
ator is very good, in dialect, but pre- 
cisely which dialect he is essaying 


|is hard to tell. 


Cast is expert all dow: the line, 
includins many kids, and the Guild 
did not hold back either in number 
of players or in quality. It shot the 
works also on production. 


Benno Schneider, borrowed from 
the Artef group, Yiddish semi-pros, 
exhibits a powerful dramatic punch 
in handling of the ‘strong’ scenes, 
particularly the murder in the sweat- 
shop. Monotone of brutality which 
permeates the play apparently is due 
to the writing rather than the direc- 
tion. If Schneider fails to show a 
change of pace it probably is due to 
the lack of equipment. 

Guild took this one off Sidney 
Harmon’s hands to produce it and 
Harmon gets a ‘by arrangement’ with 
credit in the billing. Imterest ex- 
pressed by the WPA in the play, due 
to the social subject which is right 
up the Federal Theatre’s alley, may 
help a lot. 
might have importance, but it would 
have to be rewritten, and prone: 

ige. 


BEHIND RED LIGHTS | 


Melodrama in three acts presented at 
Manvsfielaé, N. Y., Jan. 13, ‘37, by Jack 
Curtis; written by Samuel Shipman and 


Beth Brown; staged by A. H, Van Buren; 
$3.30 top, 
Toe Burke 


Lily White. ::......sceeee+.... Maida Reade 






F. Reid Singleton........- .Murray Bennett 
Berk Miller. ...ccciceccesecses Richard Taber 
TOGES ccc cccccecccsvevbecesseless Ruth Edell 
Ruby 2. cccccccccecssece Blanche Gladstone 
Derry WIilkin®..ccccovecesccees George Lewis 
MOMMA 2... .cccccccccccccsccess Barbara Brown 
ch. Creer rr rrr Tere ere re Jane Johns 
DU cp cacteccgoesesevesdtics Barbara Fulton 
Ned Stome.....cccccsssesccess George Baxter 
Emmure. TAPAS. 0 cecececeeses Marjorie Lytell 
PORGBY 20s ccvccccccccceccccions Thelma Shaw 
THIET, on siccccevsedoobies Lucille Beaumont 
Wirale 2... .cvcccsccccscessess Wilma Drake 
Frank Moran. ..cccoiseccecccd Arthur Hughes 
Diam CEOGMROER. oi 00 cc ccicne Edward Andrews 
Jim Domovan. 2... secseccees George N. Volk 
Samuel J. Armstrong...... Hardie Albright 
Lucy Gray. .cesccctoerceovesses Beatrice Kay 
Norma EIing...ciscoccdeccseics Dorothy Hall 
Wendy cccccccrcccccsevecesessess Betty Lee 
Billie ..... Dace vewons ccesodesess Jane Moxon 
Myrtle crnccccccsocesssccces Marion Crosson 
JOM cccccidcvecscceccccveces Bileen Wenzel 
Cnmmte: 2 ccvcccccdvcrcscccdives Jerrie Maxwell 
Bommmma Good. .cccccscccccccssecs Mary Morris 
| <5 5 Meer PP eee TPT Eee ree ke Mitzi Haynes 
Ble 2. ccccccccccveccvcccses Don Ostrander 
Delight coccccccccsesccce Georgette Harvey 
if David Pelham 

Three College Boys..... ‘Alan Dinhart, Jr. 
Stephen Wilson 

Dick Jackson.... waeee> Richard Sterling 
| Terrie pdpegecccsccsuen® Earl Ebi 
PRIOR icc cee dévces ercecccess Henry Antrim 
eee OC Seseecesceseeses Edgar Mason 
§ John Kearney 

PoliCOme®. ..cscccccesess 7 Randolph Preston 





‘Behind Red Lights’ is a better 
evening in the theatre than first- 
nighters rated it but, handicapped by 
a- barrage of critical scorn, its 
chances are doubtful. 

Drama is Beth Brown’s first play- 
writing effort, done in collaboration 
with Samuel Shipman, and is par- 
tially based on one of her novels, 
It is a lurid story 
having to do with prostitution but 
it is not strong in dramatics. Main 
fault, however, appears to be that it 
was not punctuated with enough 
comedy. 

First act has nothing to do with the 





ee 


For pictures the story | 


cent Dewey investigation into vice 
in the city of New York. Scene is 
that of an alleged theatrical booking 
agency, into which girls from the 
hinterland are lured by ads or 
brought in by scouts. 


That section of the play is racy and 
tabloid, what with the arrival of the 
girls and the detail of booking them 
into various joints. But there is no 
mistaking the purpose, nor the in- 
tent, of the procedure. It is sup- 
posed to be a regular business, with 
the name of the big boss always 
withheld 

Another first act scene is that of 
the state’s special prosecutor, whe 
queries witnesses’ in an attempt to 
uncover the leaders of the racket. 


Among those called in is Norma 
King, keeper of one of the most fas- 
tidious bawdy houses on Park ave- 
nue: Then the play begins. She par- 
ries the prosecutor’s questions clev- 
erly, which ordinarily would estab- 
lish her as the number one madame 
of all time. 


to force her to join up. 
Second and third acts of the play 


her place. Girls are assigned to out- 
side calls yet, curiously, it is a matter 
of routine. There are some pertinent 
comments from Norma to Samuel 
Armstrong, investigator, one em- 
phasized being to the effect that the 
‘profession’ is legitimate. At the end, 
the declaration is made that the only 
way to eliminate compulsory vice 
rings is to legalize houses of ill 


| repute. 


After a breezy start, Dorothy Hall 
comes through again with a corking 
performance as Norma. There is a 
difference of opinion about the others 
in a large cast which, by the way, 
will figure in ‘Red Lights’’ staying 
chances. Play is well produced, but 
there is the question whether it fits 
into the present day picture. Ibee. 


HOWDY STRANGER 


Play in three acts by Rebert Sloane and 
Louis Pelletier, Jr., presented by Ted Ham 
merstein and Denis Du-For, in association 





with Robert Goldstein, Jan. 14, 87 at Long- 
nere. N. Y¥.; staged by Carl Hunt; settings, 
Karle O. Amend. $3.30 top. 
MOR cond iccevcapaabdoeses sapere Tex Fletcher 
Wet Dd... ccrccccvesiecccsess Peter Hues 
Mise Martin. .:.. 06 cece decccced Jean McCoy 
Ma Hardy..... ch: Mary Horne Morrison 
Jane Hardy ponececegescars Dorothy Libaire 
Panthia: ..wcccssccccovcsccces Tonia Lawton 
JOH ThatGy . cise cccccccvccacs Marion Willis 
Professor Landis....... Walter Scott Weeks 
el MR, cca need cvtes ooee bad Anthony Gray 
Pa Hardy......¢. »---.- Royal C. Stout 
Sam Thorne...... ..Arthur L. Sachs 
Elly Jordam.....cccccccecsess Frank Parker 
toy Chadwick ....ccwcccecscess Louis Sorin 
Miss Semple.........++++- Francetta Malloy 
Pat DUMM....cccccceseccscsecss Russ Brown 
Bell Boy... .cccoccscccseseses Thomas Todd 
Mrs. Joram. .cecccoccses Catherine Proctor 
Mr. Joram... ccccesecessess Hans Robert 
From ‘The Star’.....ccccessss4 Arthur Uttry 
From ‘The Chronicle’.:... Peter Van Buren 
From ‘The Transcript’....... Joseph Kleema 
From ‘The Beacon’.......-- Rudulf Brooks 
Camera Man... .ccccocscccceesscd Al Waldron 
Fibson GiIrlS...cccccceseeeerssesseeeestases 
Sandra Waring 
Elaine Adams 
Monica Klopping 
‘ Kay Thorne 





‘Howdy Stranger’ (originally ‘Git 
Along Little Dogie’), = 't a stage 
play and won't linger long at the 
Longacre. Its chances, however, as 
a screen property are good. Basic 
plot skeleton has scope for studio 
writers to develop. Even in its pres- 
ent awkward form it clocks a few 
giggles. Mechanism for farcial situ- 
ations is present and, when manipu- 
lated by experienced story-tellers, 
should make acceptable hoke enter- 
tainment. 


Play is a side-line venture of sev- 
eral radio personages. Ted Ham- 
merstein conducts the Kolynos tooth- 
paste program. Bob Goldstein has 
been identified with Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert and the lead (who 
owns a piece of the show) is radio 
tenor Frank Parker. Also scattered 
through the cast are various radio 
performers. 








| only superficially. 





book, being plainly based on the re- 
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Pay ipeveccnonte 
Mepe neaene. 






| Garden. 


Radio plays a part in the story. but 
Not enough to 
bring in questions of trade inside or 
trade satire, as such. Which is a 
plus for story value. 


Dude ranch, New York broadcast- 
ing studios, Madison Square Garden 
rodeo, a hoke session with a psy- 
chologist-hypnotist are some of the 


“| plot elements. - 


.Hitch-hiker from. Brooklyn (Frank 
Parker); with a morbid fear of all 


in ‘Wyoming and, through a fluke, is 
distovered asa radio: possibility by 
a visiting agent. Given a publicity 
build-up as a genuine singing cow- 
boy, his adventures in Manhattan, 
together with his fear of horses and 
cattle, creates the comedy. - Under 
the spell of hypnosis he breaks a 
rodeo record at Madison Square 


Comedy talent agent (Louis Sorin), 
snappy Broadway press agent (Russ 
Brown), jealous heel (Arthur L. 
Sachs), and a flock of newspaper- 
men, will be recognized by Holly- 
wood as familiar types. Yet there 
is a certain freshness to the stuff. 
This may be due to the co-author- 
ship by two lads just out of Dart- 
mouth. 

As a play the flaws are primitive. 
Awkward entrance and exits, over- 
rapid plot, uncertain dialog with too 
many private gags for the amuse- 





ment of friends of the management 
(notably Joe Pincus, the 20th Cen- 





| Okay. And that entitles him to hon- 
| orable mention. 


Her joint is outside the | 
ring, leaders of which are attempting | 


are spotted in the reception room of | 


animal life, pauses: at a dude ranch- 


-Walker, 





tury scout, who is mentioned half a 
dozen times). Efforts to get laughs 
by radio references turn inte pan- 
cakes. Stage direction is bumpy and 
the principal set is a ghastly affair 
of purple walls. Production looks 
cheap and amateur throughout, al- 
though some of the performances are 
okay. Especialiy those of Russ 
Brown, Louis Sorin and Dorothy Li- 
baire. Hers is a negative, casual and 
badly written part, but she almost 
rises above jt. 

Frank Parker, wisely and modestly, 
does not feature himself. This is his 
first stage try. After three weeks on 
the road, and with a new first act 
pushed in at the last minute, he 
faced Broadway. He got through 


He needs coaching 





and experience, but it is to his credit 
that he’s looking ahead and branch- 
ing out. If there were any musical 
comedies nowadays Parker would be 


chiefly in shorts. 

Royal C. Stout showed up on open- 
ing night with blue eyeshadow so | 
heavily applied that the result was | 
gargoylish. Play has a number of 
careless technical angles of that gen- | 
eral nature. Land. 


a. bet for them, with a couple of | 
hoofing lessons. He's of course been | 
through the cinematic crucible, | 


Lohmir Chasina Haben 


(‘Let’s Get Married’) 


Musical comedy in two acts presented at 


Public theatre, N. Y¥.; written by William 
Siegel; music, Sholom Secunda; lyrics, Ja- 
cob Jacobs; dances, Marty Baratz: sets 
Michael Saltzman; staged by Michael Wil- 
ensky; $1.65 top. 

he I Ayo Sepa David Levénson 
Chashe Rivah.......i.0055 Pauline Hoffman 
EERO Sf o's 5 ahi Bs GES 6% 6b lnwe.d us Lueyv Levin 
Tn wide bce s & bcehaéchones Yetta Zwerling 
: CUNT E S40 s.0h 6 kambeecctsedae Diana Goldberg 
SOT FTIR. ue gute eb eee c's Pincus Lavendo 
LOU? 6 sec ee ” SOBs So decee’s Paul Burstein 
VAMkel.. occ ec ccccesseses see. dncob Zanger 
IRONS DON Co asks bhee 006s abu wee Itazik Feld 
VAGOMOs sc cwcseia cavers es -Michael Wilensky 


Typical of Yiddish musicals, this 
Itzik Feld opus seeks favor by em- 
phasizing with calculated exaggera- 
tion the eccentricities of some of its 
principal characters. It succeeds in 
achieving enough mixed comedy and 
sentiment to place it among the fa- 
vorites of the current Yiddish stage 
repertoire. Itzik Feld; of course, tops 
the performance. 


Theme of this musical is similar to 
those usually underlying pop Yid- 
dish shows. Cantor’s daughter loves 
a tenor, who drops her for another. 
She, therefore, weds an. eccentric 
with a heart of gold. Husband goes 
broke, whereupon the girl realizes 
he did it all for her and a senti- 
mentally righteous ending results. 
Two or three minor. romances gen- 
erally round out the book, and in 
‘Let’s Get Married,’ there are a 
couple of these pleated with buffoon- 
ery. 

Michael Saltzman has given the 
show some colorful settings and An- 
schel Schorr and Michael Wilensky 
have staged the piece well. 

Perhaps the music is one of those 
deft arrangements of recollective 
phrases of folks and American pop 
tunes, but it hits the spot. 

Itzik Feld and his associates have 
converted many an Americanism 
into Yiddish, some very old ones, to 
the enjoyment of their followers. 

One of the bizarre moments of the 
play is the night club scene, in 
which a colored band of four brass 
pieces are on stage in a hot num- 
ber or two, and otherwise motion- 
less while the pit crew reacts to all 
else that goes on, 

Line of 10 girls offers a couple of 
interesting numbers. Particular men- 
tion goes to Yetta Zwerling and Di- 
ana Goldberg for adding verve and 
pace to the activities. Lucy Levin 
makes an excellent lead opnosite 
Feld, and Pincus Lavendo as the 
tenor handles his role okay. Shan, 


WPA 
REVUE OF REVIEWS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Satirical review of magazines in two in- 
stallments by Gene Stone and Jack Robin- 
son; presented by WPA FTP at Hollywood 
Playhouse, -Hollywood, Cal.,° Jan 14, ’'87; 
Staged by M.. Paul; dance direction, 


“Myra Kinch; settings and costume designs, 


Frederick Stover; 55c. 
Cast: - Peter Grosso, 
Frink Hopkinson, Edwin Lisman, Lee 
Sweetiand, Ray Thomas, Oscar Teel, Jack 
Wahlen Billie Baker, William Rand, Louise 
Henry Sherr, Norma Leach, Art 
Alice Hamilton, Dorothy Whit- 
more, Arnold Robertson, Mary Horton, 
James Clark, Daum and Long, Harper 
Roisman, Ray Bailey, Patsy King, Harper 
Roisman, Juanita Bach, Vatricia Procks, 
Karen Burt,. Luba Fox, Senta Stephany, 
Margaret Rees, Minerva Wooley, Renaldo 
Alorcon, Carlos Burroughs, Terry Gennuso, 
Edward Michaels, Bill Norris, Lyle Olston, 
Serge Rostov, Dorothy Whitmore, Madeline 
Lazard, Madeline Reynolds, Edwina Allen. 


top. 


Robert Buchanan, 


La Rue, 


Grave Adelphi, Clay Dalton, Marchen 
Jorgensen, Teru, Rex Faulkner, Leo 
Leonard, Eddie Tamblyn, tose Marie 


Carter, Matilda Boss, Marguerite Senchak, 
Sally Wedderein, Mildred Wilmott, Burton | 
Stancliffe, Paul Roberts, Rose De Carlo. | 
Charles Duncan, Herbert Easley and 
Marcial Fernandez. j 





Backed by elaborate production 
and a theme which is fundamentally 
okay, the new WPA show at the 
Hollywood Playhouse should get a 
good play. 

Gene Stone and Jack Robinson | 
have taken the various pop maga-,| 
zines as the targets of their satire, | 


Tolls.’ 
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as 


with better than fair results. Each 
stanza draws its title from one of the 
news-stand group and in many in- 
stances the characters introduced 
readily recognizeable. 

_ Typical is ‘Physical Culture Maga- 
zine, which takes Bernarr Mac. 
fadden for a ride. Arnold Robert- 
son, as Bertram MacFuddle., is the 
strong-muscled publisher surrounded 
by rope skipping secretaries, non- 
meat eating assistants and acrobatic 
writers.. This particular item js a 
highlight of the production and 
draws spontaneous laughter. 

‘Dance Magazine’ is another laugh 
provoker. Regimentation is the 
theme, with stern faced male and 
female dancers going through a 
lunch-pail routine that is very good 
‘G-Man Stories’ is satire on the cur- 
rent rage of detective stories, beine 
a skit about a dick who cannot find 
his mother-in-law’s knitting needie. 


are 


‘Photoplay’ is a thinly disguised 
burlesque on the feud between 
Shirley Temple and Jane Withe: 
with Freddie Bartholomew thrown 
in. Hitler takes it on the nose in 
‘Literary Digest,’ his  spy-in-chief 


turning out to be a Jew. 

Show encompasses 20 numbers. in- 
cluding a ‘Cavalcade of Popular 
Songs’ covering the past 40 years. In 
many spots the show bogs down be- 
cause of an evident attempt to use 
too much talent. With some bolste:- 
ing of the hit numbers and elimi- 
nation of the dragging ones, ‘Revue 
of Reviews’ would emerge as good 
average entertainment. 

Troupe will clean up the Holly- 
wood Playhouse engagement on Jan. 
31 and moves to the Mayan Theatre, 
downtown, for two weeks on Feb. 3. 
It is likely that it will then hit the 
circuit of western WPA houses, with 
the personnel pared way down. Murf. 


‘BOY-GIRL’ BIG 
$1500 PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 19. 

First out-and-out farce of the legit 
season oiled the Nixon’s wheels 
again last week, following a record 
low for the previous “Two Mrs. Car- 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ bounced the 
house back into coin again at $12,500. 
That’s real money considering the 
fact that the comedy played to the 
lowest top of the year, $2.28. 

Another thing that ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ proved was the fact that ‘names’ 
aren’t essential here. Boys did a 
smart job of selling, cashed in on 
the piece’s Broadway rep smartly, as 
evidenced from heavy mail order, 
and got the show a good opening. 
Rave notices took care of the rest. 

Leslie Howard’s ‘Hamlet’ is now 
current and, even at the $3.42 top, 
stiffest all season for a straight play, 
promises to wind up With a smart 
take. Advance lads have been lining 
up a flock of school and college 
parties for cut-rates. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ (Nixon; 2,100; 
$2.28). Despite absence of names, 
this one came through with a right 
smart week at $12,500. First bona- 
fide farce of the season, which had 
something to do with biz. 








Tourist-Ad Opera 





Vienna, Jan. 8. 

‘Music to the Text of Post-Cards’ 
was played here by H. E. Apostel 
in commemoration of Alban Berg's 
first memorial, held in the Musik- 
verein Hall. Piece had never before 
been played in public. 

Hedda Kux sang the words, which 
consist of the usual foreign tourist 
advertisements on European postal 
cards. 

Opus one and two of the late com- 
poser were played, too, and a few 
scenes from his opera ‘Wozzek’ were 
produced. 


- 














Register Now—Day & Evening Classe 
MUSICAL—THEATRE—STUDIO 
Production Teclnique in Musical or 
PLAY PRODUCTION STUDIOS 
Acting. Boiy Work, Voice Training 
Directing, Piaywriting—Catalog on Request 
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Chi Is Hotcha; Follies’ $28,000, 


— a 


Eyre’ $19,000, Capacity for Both 





Chicago, Jan. 19. 


Legit box-offices around town are 
full almost to bursting. Houses of at 
least two shows simply can’t hold 
the customers, while two others are 
comfortably filled every night. 

Sell-outs are ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ at 
the Grand and ‘Jane Eyre’ at the 
Erlanger. Both are absolute capacity. 
‘Eyre,’ despite a- weak press, will be 
a complete sell-out for three weeks 
of the seheduled Theatre Guild- 
American Theatre Society date, and 
house is now trying to get the show 
to hold over two weeks, or at least 
one. 

Next door at the Grand, the same 
story is the case, with tickets at a 
premium for the town’s only musical. 

‘First Lady’ and ‘Leaning on Letty,’ 
poth are far up in the bucks, though 
not capacity. ‘Letty’ is particularly 
strong, in its ninth week. Much 
credit for the Charlotte Greenwood 
click goes to Ed Cooke for a press 
and publicity campaign that has been 
a knockout. 


Weak sister of the legit list was 
‘Mulatto,’ which called it a run at 
the Studebaker on Saturday (16) and 
scrammed to Detroit. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘First Lady,’ Harris (1,000; $2.75) 
(4th week). Washington satire going 
along to fine grosses at $14,000. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ Erlanger (1,300; $3.30) 
(2d week). Katharine Hepburn 
meaning absolute sell-out for three- 
weeker. First session held down by 
subscription, but a walloper at $19,- 


‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000: 
$2.75) (9th week). Settling down for 
a real run. Looks capable of lasting 
well into the spring at present pace. 
Getting plenty of mail-order demand 
from out-of-towners. Up to better 
than $12,000 last week. 

‘Mulatto,’ Studebaker (1,400; $2.20). 
Closed here Saturday (16) after 
three sad weeks and skipped to De- 
troit, original folding notice having 
been withdrawn, Under $5,000 last 


week. 
‘Ziegfeld Follies, Grand _ (1,300; 
$3.85) (3d week). Smash business. 


Seats at a premium. Over $28,000. 
Credit* line -here also for the press 
work, 

WPA 

‘Can’t Happen Here,’ Blackstone. 
Another week ang out for ‘Within 
These Walls.’ 

‘Oh, Say, Can You Sing?’, Great 
Northern. Musical picking up a bit, 
with additional publicity and press 
breaks. 


L. A. Likes ‘Boy, 
$13.500 First Wk., 
‘Tomorrow’ $6,500 


; Los Angeles, Jan. 19. 
Picture mob is hot-footing it to the 
Biltmore to see ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ and, 
with the downtown hotels crammed 
tw seasonal capacity, comedy is pil- 
ing up substantial grosses. Piece is 
now in its second week, with one to 








go. 

At the El] Capitan in Hollywood 
‘Tomorrow We Live’ wound up four 
weeks (17) to fair returns. 

After many weeks the Federal 
Theatre Project is changing its pro- 
gram at the Marionette theatre on 
Jan. 20, and ‘For Business Reasons’ 
debuts at the Beaux Arts theatre Jan. 
21 for four nights. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (C-1,656; $3.30) (st week). 
Without names that spell anything 
at the box-office, this much-discussed 
comedy piled up a nifty $13,500 in its 
Mitial stanza. Most of the trade is 
at the window, with only small ad- 
vance. 

‘Tomorrow We Live,’ El Capitan, 


Holiywood (C-1,571; $1.65) (4th 

week). Trade started sagging last 

week, but at $6,500, plenty okay. 
WPA 

‘Revue of Reviews, Hollywood | 

Playhouse. Debuted~ Jan. 14 after | 


short postponement and still needs | 


tinkering, but should do okay when 
hitting its pace, 


‘Ladies of the Jury,’ Mason. In for 
2-day stay, closing Jan. 24. 
Help Yourself.’ Musart. Another 


new one, opening last - Thursday (14) 
and skedded to stick until the end of 
the month. 


‘Green Grew the Lilacs,’ Mayan. 


Holding firm and remains until Jan. | 


‘The Jewel Tree’ (mats) and ‘Ma- 
rionette Varietiés’ (nights): Marion- 
ette theatre. Bows in tomorrow (20) 
for an indefinite stay. 

For Business Reasons,’ Beaux Arts. 
Opening Thursday . (21). fer _.fou 
nithis only. ‘eee re aS 





| $2.20). 


‘Children’s Hour’ Ends 


Road Tour After Okay 


$10,800 in Baltimore 


Baltimore, Jan. 19. 
‘Children’s Hour’ 


top. This stanza ‘Masque of Kings’ 
will come in Thursday (21) night for 
four performances. Tryout was 
carded to open Wednesday, but ‘yes- 
terday (Monday) morning, the The- 
atre Guild notified the house that the 
date had to be shoved back. 

Advance for, and_ interest _ in, 
‘Masque’ indicates a sell-out engage- 
ment here. 

Next week the indie Maryland has 
a tryout of ‘Hey Diddle Diddle,’ and 
opposing it at Ford’s will be George 
M. Cohagn’s new play, ‘Fulton of 
Oak Falls.’ 

List lined up for the future is 
bright. Season so far has been the 
best for and with road shows in five 
years or so. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Ford’s (2,000: 
Drama dismantled here after 
its long life and a swell final week 
at $10,800. 


DOYLY CARTE 
BIG $28,000, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 19. 








| counting the pop-priced Locust, open 


the Forrest, jumped to virtual ca- 


$3 ton show. 


week a mighty fine $13,000; show is 
six weeks, 


brought in from Jersey, just couldn’t 
seem to get started here, Its second 
and final week at the Locust was 
pitiful, gross going under $2,500. 
This week has more activity, al- 


Feb. 1. ‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ with 
Geo. M. Cohan starred, started a 
single week’s stay at the Chestnut 
last night and the Shuberts’ big 
operetta, ‘Frederika,’ came to the 
Forrest for a fortnight’s stay 

Also last night saw another return 
visit for “Tobacco Road’ (Taylor 
Holmes), this time at the Locust. 
They’re advertising it as ‘not a WPA 
attraction’ and have a $1.71 top. One 
week only. 

Next week’s new show is ‘Reflected 
Glory,’ in at the Chestnut for two 
weeks. 
Honor,’ try-out with Wilfrid Lawson 


on subscription. Most 
pieces play the Chestnut but man- 
agement wanted the larger-capacity 
Forrest for the 
vehicle. 
Estimates for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte Co. (Forrest, 2nd 
week). Hopped to near capacity 
with swell $28,000. 
week for a fortnight’s stay. 

‘Dead End’ (Erlanger, 3rd week). 
Up again to mighty $13,000. Will 
come back later. 





‘It Can’t Happen Here’ 


| 2nd week). Imported WPA show sad | 


here. Under $2,500. 


back this week. 


‘Tobacco Road’ 





Newark. Jan. 19 

Carriage trade came out in force 
to see Ina Claire and Osgood Per- 
kins in ‘End of Summer’ at the Shu- 
bert last week and the b. o. throbbed 
to $11,500, tops this season. This is 
all the more surprising since, when 
|Ina Claire was here in ‘Biography’ 
by the same author, she did only half 
as well. Show’s road tour closed 
here Saturday night. 

Current attraction is 
January 16th.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘End of Summer,’ Shubert (1,970: 
50c.-$2.20). Ina Claire and Osgood 
Perkins brought in a classy audience 
|for this sophisticated comedy and 
the b. o. reached a new séason’s high, 


| $11,500. 


‘Night of 


though the Erlanger is dark until 





| 


ended its road | 4 foreign-film house. 
|tour here at Ford’s last week with | theatre in town equipped to go legit 
|a very good grab of $10,800 at $2.20| 0m 24 hours’ notice and the success | 





‘FREDERICKA’ $17,000, | 
FINE IN WASHINGTON 


‘Frederika’ wound up its week at 
the National, here, Saturday (16), | 
with an approximate $17,000 at $3.30 | 
top. Vanguard of inaugural crowds | 
helped some, but the fact that the | 
town has had few big musicals this | 


season accounted for most of the in- | 
terest. | 


Current is the D’Oyly Carte Opera | 


Co., in for two weeks, with Gielgud | 


in ‘Hamlet’ set to follow. 
Belasco theatre is now: back on the} 
Shuberts’ hands after two years as} 


of the National, only other spot, has | 


started plenty of rumors of the prob- | 


abilities of a second venture 


LESLIE HOWARD 


| “Tovarich,’ 
| Victory,’ $17,600; ‘Stage Door’ picked | 
| up to $15,500; ‘Brother Rat’ improved | 


$21,800, BIG. 
IN OHIO 


Cleveland, Jan. 19. 


Although starting miserably, the 


Hanna’s legit season has been picking | week: 
peak ess | somewhat to $33,000; ‘Red, Hot and | 


up steadily, reaching a 
week in Leslie Howard’s 
which nearly licked the record of 
Cornell’s ‘Wingless Victory.’ 

With a $3.30 top, Howard romped 
away with $10,300 on three days, 
with one matinee. Latter was sold 
out, femmes and students dominating. 


‘Dead End’ is current for the week 


|at the Hanna, while the Play House 
|is holding its staff revue and ‘Libel’ 


| 
i 


in two auditoriums. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Hamlet’ (Hanna; 1,435; $1.10 to 
$3.30). 


|if not socked a bit by two rainy 


last week, biz picked up considerably. | nights. 
D’Oyly Cavte Co., somewhat of a| 
disappointment in its first week at} 


Cincinnati, Jan. 19. 
Leslie Howard in ‘Hamlet’ got ap- 


pacity for most of the second week | proximately $11,500 on four perform- 
and ended up at the $28,000 mark, | ances last half of last week at the | (2d week) (D-914-$3.30). 
which was plenty good, even for a| indie Taft theatre. 


Top price was 
| $2.50. He was opposish to his pic- 


Local business end on ‘Hamlet’ was 


| 


| resident manager of the Erlanger 


now listed to return here after about | stand, the Grand Opera House, now 


| leased by RKO for pictures. Unger 


WPA show ‘It Can't Happen Here,’ | has been newly delegated by trustees 


| of the Taft to supervise advance 
campaigns of shows playing there. 

Cox, in the Shubert circuit, re- 
lighted this week for the first time 
in a month. Has Nazimova in ‘Hedda 
Gabler’ and ‘Ghosts’ for splits on six 
night and two afternoon perform- 
ances at $2.26 top. Cast includes 
Harry Ellerbe and McKay Morris, 
local faves. 





Strike Holds Nazimova 


To $7,500 for Detroit 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 








Lunt-Fontanne 


‘Frederika’ this ‘1 499: $2.20 top). 


Cass put in one of its worst weeks 
this season last stanza, with notices, 


Feb. 1 brings ‘A Point of) auto strikes, flu scare, et al, holding 


| Nazimova’s ‘Hedda Gabler’ and 


and Florence Reed, to the Erlanger | ‘Ghosts’ m t ly $7.500. 
ond ‘Sélot's Delight to the Vorrest| “ren, (oan © scaly ¢ 


Heavy plays didn’t help matters 


subscription | either, and the second half of the 


| week ‘Ghosts’ wasn't 
than the first part. 
Current is James 


any better 


Kirkwood in 


| time in. 

Estimate for Last Week 
‘Hedda Gabler’ and ‘Ghosts’ (Cass; 

Nazimova’s Ibsen 

|}repertory couldn't beat the auto 

' strikes, so the gross sunk to $7,500. 

'Current is a return engagement of 


i %« © 
(Locust. | Mulatto,’ at $2.20 top. 


j 
' 


Washington, Jan. 19. 


It is the only | 


| pectations last 


'a beehive, and 


| 
| 


‘Mulatto,’ which grossed plenty last | 


E 








VARIETY 59 








Broadway B. 0.’s Up at Week-End: , 
‘Women’ Joins Top Group at $19,000 


From last Thursday on, Broadway's 


business was booming, and by Sat- | 


urday theatre attendance all along 
the line was heartening to both man- 
agers and agencies. Grosses did not 
show marked advances because of 
dullness in the earlier days last 
week, but takings were up for most 


shows over the post-New Year’s 
week. 
‘The Women’ exhibited unusual 


strength, climbing steadily tewards 
$19,000, and is now with the straight 
show leaders. ‘You Can't Take It 
With You’ is. however, in highest 
demand, limited seating of its house 
(Booth) being a factor. It got $15,- 
000, which is over capacity. 

Other standouts continue to hold to 


big money—‘Tonight at 8:30,’ $24,500; | 
Wingless | 


$21,000; “The 


and looks set for a run; ‘Hamlet’ 


|over $15,000. 


‘The Eternal Road’ was under ex- 
week, its 
six-day stretch, but the box-office is 
the spectacle 

steadily. Gross 


probably climb 


claimed around $29,000 was in the 
! 


red. 

‘Show Is On’ still tops the musi- 
cals, with $40,000 quoted for last 
‘White Horse Inn’ improved 


Blue’ also up, around $28,000. 
Last week’s entrants were disap- 


| pointing, with the exception of ‘High 
| Tor’ at the Beck (debut Saturday of 
| previous week), which approached 
| $14,000; ‘But for the Grace of God,’ | 


‘Hamlet’ gross is the season’s sec- | 
ond best, ‘Wingless Victory’ having | 
taken $14,800 in four performances. | 


Guild, rated for subscribers only; 
‘Howdy, Stranger,’ Longacre, was 
panned; so was ‘A House in the 


Country,’ Vanderbilt, which stop®, 


| Saturday. 


Closing this week: ‘Promise,’ Little; 
‘Tide Rising’ 


next into the 
Lyceum. 


Estimates for Last Week 


week, coming 


| ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ (61st week) (C- 


| 1,059-$3.30). Pace improved last 
| week and, with aid of cut-rates, went 
|to around $7,500 mark; should stick 
into spring. 

‘But for the Grace of God,’ Guild 
Looks like 
another show for the 
| but little otherwise; around $12,000 


‘Dead End,’ after skidding in its| ture ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), road-| from that source. 
second week at the Erlanger to a | showing at the RKO Capitol. 
little under $10,000, came back to-| 
wards the end to make the third! handled by Milford Unger, for years | mid-week, drawing an adverse press; 


‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield (2d 
| week) (D-1,097-$3.30). Opened last 


doubtful. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (6th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). 
last week, business was good and 
advance sale is building; nearly $12,- 
000 and slated into warm weather. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (65th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). 
playing to profitable business; long- 
run hit around $7,000 last week and 
good through the winter. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (2d week) (D- 
1,214-$3.30). First full week ap- 
proximated $14,000 and show is fig- 
ured in for a stay; Sunday comment 
enhanced chances. . 

‘Holmeses of Baker Street,’ Masque 
(7th week) (CD-789-$3.30). Still 
sticking, but to small money; house 
will go over to John Golden for 
operation soon; maybe $2,500. 

‘House in the Country,’ Vanderbilt. 
Withdrawn Saturday; panned; one 
week. 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ Longacre (2d 
| week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Opened late 
\last week and drew adverse notices: 
| chances look doubtful. 
| ‘Idiot's Delight,’ Shubert (resumed 
leng.) (36th week) (C-1,387-$3.30). 
One more week, then to road; clos- 
| ing announcement upped pace, with 
last week around $18,000. 

‘On Your Toes,’ Majestic (4lst 
' week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Final week; 
| has made a good run of it and should 
|be a strong draw on the road; last 
| week estimated around $17,000. 
| ‘Promise,’ Little (4th week) (CD- 
| §34-$3.30). Final week; import dis- 
| appointed and affected by post-holi- 








‘SUMMER’ FINE $11,500, Boston Crying But 
SEASON'S TOP, NEWARK 


Boston, Jan. 19. 
Muggy weather and warm rains 
hit the legit houses and the niteries 
almost equally hard last week. The- 
atres had no sock hit and it was a 


week of low grosses and much wail- 
ing. 


' George M. Cohan in ‘Fulton of 
Oak Falls’ did not hold up as ex- 
pected; this town usually respond 


loyally and regards him as being 
practically a local boy. Two week: 
was enough and Philip Merivale in 
‘And Now Good-Bye’ opened last 
night (18) at the Plymouth with a 
ifair advance sale. Tallulah Bank- 


Cohan $10,000, 


| night stand in Saeramento. 

‘ > e $ Something happened to 
| a re ce | week at the Columbia theatre, where 
5° y the WPA’s ‘The. Devil Passes’ 


head in ‘Refiected Glory’ at the 
Shubert and ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
at the Colonial are both holding 


for second weeks. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Fulton of Oak Falls’ 


ovel 


first full | 


will | 


subscribers, | 


From Thursday on | 


Using cut-rates and | 


(Plymouth; 


day going: around $4,500 last week. 
‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (13th 
| week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Some reac- 
| tion last week, with the gross going 
|}up around $28,000; looks set for bal- 
|} ance of season. 
| ‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (5th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Consistently 
big attendance; revue leader rated 


around $40,000; will probably be 
running next summer. 

‘Stage Deor,’ Music Box (14th 
week) (C-1.013-$3.30). Jumped up 


last week when the gross, at $15,500, 
was over expectations, following 
post-holiday drop. 

“The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O.H. (3d week) (M-2,780-$4.40), Has 
not caught on yet; first full week 


estimated around $26,000; big spec 
must improve to operate. 

‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
(5th .week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Quite 


|satisfactory; although not capacity, 
|drawing strong grosses, with last 
week’s figure quoted at $17,600. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (3d 
week ) (C-1,046-$3.30). Climbing 
steadily and, on Saturday, topped 
all shows in town in ticket demand; 
gross went to $18,800. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (163d 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Run leader 
always seems to turn a weekly profit; 
has been off, but estimated around 
$5,500, okay. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (9th 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Has never 
been affected much and virtual sell- 
out since opening; $24,500 last week. 

*‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (15th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). One of the list’s 
|strongest attractions; usually tops 
| $21,000 and turned that trick again 
| last week. 
le ‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
(47th week) (D-1,1T0- 
Played only four perform- 


rsumed eng.) 
| $3.30). 


'‘On Your Toes,’ Majestic, and ‘Othel- | ances because of Helen Hayes ill- 
| lo” New Amsterdam. 
|is the only definite premiere carded 


Grand $10,350, with possibil- | f° 


? ) | ity that Leslie Howard could have | 
With only two legit houses, not) hit a new house record in four days 


|ness; got around $10,000; cast paid 
| full salaries. 
| ‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (17th 
| week) (M-3,321-$3.85). Climbed to 
| around $33,000 and advance sale in- 
| dicates much better figure this week. 
|! ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
|Booth (6th week) (C-704-$3.30). 
| Playing to standees at all perform- 
lances: around $15,000 last week; 
about $600 over seating capacity, 
Revivals 

‘Hamlet, St. James (15th week) 
(D-1,520-$3.30). Another week to go; 
last week somewhat under previous 
| pace, but plenty okay at $15,200. 


| “The Country Wife,’ Miller (8th 
| week) (C-944-$3.30). Last weeks 
| announced, but should stick into 
| February; $9,500 last week. 

‘Othello, New Amsterdam; third 
|and final week. 


WPA 

‘Sweet Land,’ Lafayette, Harlem; 
mixed cast drama; opened Tuesday. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott; doing very 
well; ticket agencies paying some at- 
tention. 

‘It Can’t Happen Here’; Adelphi. 

‘Bassa Moona,’ Ritz; moved down 
from Harlem. 

‘Flight,’ Heckscher. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Daly’s; ex- 
tended, 


WALTZ $18,500 
AND 11.0. S. F. 


San Francisco, Jan. 19. 
‘Cocktail Bar,’ an operetta by 
| Lloyd Chase, had its world premiere 
|at the Geary theatre here Wednesday 
(13). Sickness in the cast delayed 
the opening two days. Although 
| critics gave the show fair notices, its 
| Success is dubious. After a run of 
three weeks here, company will move 
on to Los Angeles and then possibly 
New York. Rumor has an angel in 
| the background, furnishing plenty of 
money. 

‘Gréat Waltz’ is having a fine run 
,at the Curran theatre. Its second 
week, it topped biz for the preceding 
| week. Plays one more stanza here, 
| then goes on to Chicago after a one- 











biz Jast 


stumped terribly in its third stanza. 
Encouraged by the good biz of the 
Levy drama in its second week, the 
FTP ‘extended the engagement an 
additional seven days. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Great Waltz’ (Curran) (2d = 
(1,500; $3). Swell at $18,500. Hole 
for a third stanza. 


$2.75, 2d week). Closed final week ‘Cocktail Bar’ (Geary) (4 days 

with fair $10,000. | (1,750; $2.50). Plenty of space 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (Colonial; papers on the premiere of this ope 

$2.75, Ist week). Helen Jerome's | ett2,, which accounts for the fairly 

publicity as having dramatized this | good $7,500 take 

apparently helned after heavy busi- WPA 

ness of ‘Jane Eyre’ touched okay ‘Devil Passes’ (Columbia) (3d 


$15.300 after a poor start. 
‘Refiected Glory’ $ 

Ist week). Hit $9,500, satisfactor 

view of weather conditions. 


(Shubert: $2.75. 
Vin 


i; week) (1,800; 50c). FTP tocy a ter- 
rific beating on this last week, with 
only $500 in the till. One night there 

i was less than $15 in the house. 
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Bill (Tapacan) Halligan Gives 
The Lowdown en Not So High Miami 


By BILL HALLIGAN 


Miami Beach, Jan. 16. 
Manhattan’s balmy January breezes 
have 
and the _ local 
don’t know 
bitiered on. 
baronia! 


nocturnal gyperies 
what side their gin is 
Barring Jack Dempsey’s 
Headache Emporium, most 
nite spots are in the crimson, and the 
only sign of life along the Rue Roney 
are the aimless meanderings of Steve 
Harnnagan’s photographers looking 
for a third-rate celebrity. 

The evening's entertainments have 
hit a new -low. The bonifaces say 
they are doing great every other 
night—the night you’re not there. 
The whirl of the wheel and the rattle 
of the ivories are only a memory of 
other days, and the Roney Plaza 
foyer looks like the Capitol theatre's | 
balcony during Aimee Semple Mc- 
Pherson’s week. 

It looks like the smart set took 
Horace Greeley’s advice and headed 
for Santa Anita, where a movie star 
without a racing stable is no longer | 
top drawer. All the Park ave. good- | 
time Charlies are missing, and gals 
who wouldn’t give one a tumble last | 
year unless one had a 75-foot yacht | 
are now looking for a sucker with a 
row boat. Caleb Bragg, Bill Leeds, | 
Dan Topping and others of a like ilk 
are in seclusion in Palm Beach, | 
where the tariff is more like it. 

Attractions 


Rudy Vallee opens this week at 
Bernarr Macfadden’s Deauville, 
where the ozone-inhaler has forgot- 
ten his raw bran formula for t 
more invigorating Cuban rum ex- | 
hilarator. Wayne King, the effete 
Chicago waltz king, is lulling the na- 
tives to sleep with his haunting mel- 
odies at the Biscayne Kennel Club, 
where Frank January Bruen is try- 
ing to revivify interest in the rapidly 
fading sausage merry-go-round. 

Eddie Garr is knocking them for a 
row of grapefruit at the Hollywood 
Country Club, and Terry Lawler, 
Emmett Callahan’s good-looking red- 
headed daughter, is doing likewise at 


ruined Miami Beach business, | 











the Yacht Club. Ted Lewis is over 
in. Miami at the Royal Palm, where 
a new slot machine gadget makes it 


legal to play the wheel or shoot crap | 


Keit Will Case 


Will of the later J. J. Keit, who 
was connected with the Columbia 
burlesque wheel, may be protested 
by a daughter, Lillian Pierce. Prin- 
| cipal bequest is made to the two 
| sons of his son Jerome Keit, formerly 
unmolested. Mert Wertheimer of the Of Remick’s, when they reach the 








,Michigan Wertheimers, one of De- | 28¢ Of 25. Deceased left econ! 
troit’s first families, is the impresario | Which is returning an income o 





in charge. Heywood Broun, Bil} | 20ut $15.000 yearly. i 
Farnsworth and Damon Runyon have Daughter is wed to a retired fire- 
folded their tents like a one-night | ™an and they are living off his pen- 
stand turkey carnival. ) Sion. 


Mrs. Marvin Schenck and her swell | 
Mad. Sq. Garden 


pop, Jake Lubin, are in Hollywood 
Turned Into Hash 





with only Joe Pincus to talk to, and 
Joe Glick and Irving Tishman have 
headed back to the land of ice and 
snow—and good hotels—sadder but 
wiser, after cluttering up the $5 mu- 
tuel window buying losing tickets on 
skates they got from a blind clocker. 

George Trommer, the Brooklyn 
beer baron, is here opening a minia- 
ture roadside rest that will spell the 
doom of Mother Kelly’s and the 
other Citrus Fruit Juice peddlers, 
and a day of prayer has been set 








|aside next week to see what can be There probably was no more 
done about ‘Dollars from Heaven, unique event in Madison Square 
NEW GRAND TERRACE Garden, N. Y., than the memorial 


beeksteak dinner held there Monday 
(18) in honor of the late Joe Hum- 
phries, colorful of fight an- 


nouncers and the tops in his field as 
a humorist. That the affair brought 
to the dais notables in the sporting 
world spoke for itself. The dinner 
was held under the auspices of the 
Boxing Writers Association of New 
York, with Hype Igoe-setting off the 
works. Nat Fleischer was general 
manager and Jimmy Walker the 
toastmaster. 

It was a remarkable tribute to a 
man of Humphries’ station. He had 
made many fight fans laugh at the 
right time and he knew many people 
of the stage, in addition to everyone 
in the boxing game. “The Beaut’ as 
he was called, a reminder from Her- 
bert Bayard Swope, 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Grand Terrace, colored nitery, will 
close down Jan. 25 with the exit of 
Earl Hines’ orchestra. 
Ed Fox, owner, will build another 
spot using the same name. It will 
also be on the south side of town. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Izzy Grove, daughter, 
in New .York, Jan. 13. Father, 
er boxer, now vaude agent in 


most 





nd Mrs. Harry Lubcke, 
Jan. 11, in Hollywood. 
irector of television for 
Don Lee network on Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Milton Strauss, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Oct. 16, 
1936. Mother is Claire Dodd, picture 


actress will have a 
. bronze memorial plaque in the lobby 

, Iph Rainger, 
guetta tin. ta ny toliywood. of the Garden as the result of the 


dinner, guests 
whole arena. 
Ring sans ropes served as a plat- 
form for entertainers who luckily 
went on before the speakers. It was 
somebody’s idea that every type of 
old timer should appear, There were 
too many a.k.’s and at one time it 
looked as though there would be a 


Father is songwriter. nearly filling the 

Mr. and Mrs. Russ Clancy, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Jan. 17. Father 
is chief announcer of Station WHN. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shagrue, a son, 
Jan. 17 in Hollywood. Dad is em- 
ployed in Metro’s camera depart- 


ment, 
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New York Theatres 


contest as to who could sing ‘The 
Mulligan Guards’ the best or loud- 
est. Unfortunately much more talent 
was on hand but never called upon. 

Curious thing about it all was the 


‘FL seASGOSENNLOREE EOD ERENT! HhLbeS 
UOURDENADOUO OO DEEREDEODOEENNGEINT® 








fact that Humphries never sipped 








beer. He liked his whiskey straight 
and if somebody started singing 
those old time numbers, he would 
either leave or say: ‘Will somebody 
shut up that so and so.’ 

Still had he been around Monday 
night he’d have taken it and liked it. 


DETROIT DICE 
SPOTS DARK 











“As powerful as dynamite’’—NEWS 
THE FILM THAT DEFIES THE 


‘BLACK LEGION” 


to 1 p.m, 


25¢ 
new (rork an 
‘way & 47th Street 


Doors Open 9:30 a.m, 
SPECIAL MIDNIGHT SHOW TONIGHT 








4K ! MYRNA LOY 
‘AFTER THE THIN MAN’ 


Cc care Mt 
vs n “CAMILLE” 











| «THE PLAINSMAN” 





| PARAMOUNTsacare 


HELD OVER 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 
Detroit’s $1,000,000-a-week gam- 
bling joints scooted out of town 
last week with inauguration of new 
state administration, headed by Gov. 


Frank Murphy, who made gambling 
enforcement an issu: in his campaign 
with ex-Gov. Frank Fitzgerald. 
Joints have run wide open for past 
year in Macomb County, just outside 
Detroit. “ Although no order was is- 
sued by Gov. Murphy, three biggest 
spots shuttered without notice, to 
save expensive equipment for re- 
opening when time is ripe again, as 
they’ve done several times in past. 
Coincident with shuttering of the 
bigger spots, joints throughout the 





With GARY COOPER 
and JEAN ARTHUR 








ON THE STAGE— 
RAY NOBLE and 
His Orchestra 


“MEN ARE NOT GODS” 


MIRIAM HOPKINS and 
GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 
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MARLENE DIETRICH 


CHARLES BOYER 
“GARDEN OF ALLAH” 


on the! Milton BERLE 


Stage * 
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in Mis Newest and Greatest Picture 


“Great Guy”’ 


3D BIG WEEK ! 

















state also clamped down the lid, 
RADIO awaiting developments. Macomb 
CITY MUSIC HALL gamblers are reported to have gone 


HELD OVER 


“LLOYDS OF 
LONDON” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


to Florida and California for the 
winter, just as they’ve done in past 
years when things grew too hot here. 
Spring usually sees them in full 
swing again at the old places, and 
few look for any change this year. 


























Cleve. Nitery’s New Show 


Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Talent set for the Mayfair Casino, in 
Cieveland, starting Friday (22), in- 
cludes the Kretlow Girls, Fawn and 
Jordan, Paul Olsen, Allen Rogers 
and Muriel Page, the flame dancer. 

Booked through local office of 
— | Music Corp. of America. 


ith Av & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL i 
sRaTs2? 4 P.M. 


“3 SMART 
GIRLS” 


—ON THE STAGE— 
BORRAH MINE- 
VITCH AND GANG 














House for Tribute 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. - 


Variety takes no credit for 





East 





A. P. Waxman won a race with 
death last week when he planed to 
Atlantic City to reach his mother, 
who had been struck by an automo- 
bile. Fog prevented a landing, but 
he made the field at Camden and 
took a car from there. She died 
shortly after his arrival. 

Robert Simpson, band leader, ac- 
cused of the murder of a girl who 


fell to her death from aé_ second- 
story window, freed in court. 
Crawford Burton, gentleman 


jockey, who sued the Crowell Pub. 
Co. for using an allegedly ribald 
photograph of himself in a cigarette 
ad, and who was awarded a verdict 
for $2,500, takes $22,250 in settle- 
ment of his suit against the tobacco 
company for $200,000. 

“‘Veronica’s Veil,’ Union City relig- 
ious play, to start 23d season, Feb. 
14. ‘Passion Play’ to shove off in 
same town two days later. Runs 
through Lent. 

Frank Gillmore, prez of Actors 
Equity, sent a message to the Mer- 
chants Association of N. Y. charging 
that the Board of Aldermen has a 
special grudge against theatrical in- 
terests. Pigeon-holing of new build- 
ing code by the building committee 
given as reason. 

Maurice Schwartz draws a medal 
from the East Side Art League for 
his ‘Water Carrier.’ 

Understudies in Broadway shows 
form a society. Will put on benefit 
shows to get a chance. 

Getting to be a custom to switch 
matinees to accommodate players in 
other shows. Latest is John Giel- 
gud, who will switch from Jan. 28 to 
the following day. 

Performances of ‘Victoria Regina’ 
resumed Wednesday night, after a 
two-day shut down due to Helen 
Hayes’ illness. 

Vice society after Vanguard Press 
and James T. Farrell. Says his novel 
‘A World I Never Made’ is indecent. 
Agent took 400 copies of the book on 
a court order last week. 

Revealed that a coflicil to the will 
of the late John Ringling leaves the 
entire Sarasota estate and not merely 
half to the state of Florida. Town 
gets it if the state refuses it. 

Tokyo bans ‘Mary of Scotland’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ 
(MG). Latter is called too revolu- 
tionary and former is banned out of 
consideration for the throne. 

John C, Wilson will produce ‘Ex- 
cursion,’ scene of which is a boat 
running to Coney Island. 

Opera Guild, which plugs the Met, 
permitted to sit in on the dress re- 
hearsal of ‘Caponsacchi,’ Jan. 28. 

Benefit performance of ‘Eternal 
Road’ called off last Sunday when 
Equity refused to let its members 
work for nothing if stage hands got 
paid. Seats good for Monday’s regu- 
jar show, with the beneficiary, the 
Free Swimming Pool.for Paralytics, 
declared in on the take. 

; ‘Behind Red Lights’ voluntarily 
pinks’ the show as an exploitation 
gesture. 

Helen Kaplan, young singer now 
convalescing in a Boston hospital 
after a leg amputation, advised that 
Rudy Vallee will put her with his 
orchestra when she recovers. Had 
been mourning the loss of a stage 
chance. 

Yehudi Menuhin to end his two 
year retirement when he plays on 
the General Motors program in N. Y. 
next Sunday. 

Crowd of 1,500 held in the ball- 
room of the Manhattan Opera House 
Sunday night for three hours when 
one of the guests at a labor demon- 
stration was fatally stabbed. 

Jap, two-ton circus elephant, fell 
off a truck on a New Jersey high- 
way. Refused to climb aboard again 
until motorists concentrated their 
headlights on the plank. Afraid of 
the dark. 

Sam Franko, vet conductor and 
violinist, to be feted at the N. Y. 
Public Library this (Wednesday ) 
afternoon. It’s his 80th birthday. 

Arthur Bruce, of ‘But for the 
Grace of God,’ stricken with ap- 
pendicitis just before the Saturday 
matinee. Paul White replacing. 

American airlines award a loving 
cup to Andre Kostelanetz as the No. 
1 air traveler. He did 126,000 miles 
in 36. Gets it at an aerial lunch- 
eon Jan. 26. 

Roy H. Ducker, of Linden, N. J., 
sues four theatres and two churches 
for $2,000 each under an act of 1877, 
which permits informers to bring 
such suits in lottery cases. All six 
ran Bingo games, it is charged. 





Coast 





Former wife of Jan Rubini, violin- 
ist, haled him into L. A. court to col- 
lect alleged back alimony for the 
meee of their two children. 

. C. Fields sued for $12,000 in 
Riverside, Cal., by a physician who 
claimed he stayed at the actor’s bed- 
side 25 days and nights during 
Fields’ recent pneumonia siege and 
was not paid. ‘ 

‘Wife divorced Charles A. Hoff- 








mayr, ork leader, in L. A. She re. 
ceived $300 monthly support for her. 
self and their daughter. 

Director Eddie Buzzell’s habit of 
collecting antique furniture led him 
into an L. A. court. He asked the 
judge to force a dealer to turn over 
an assertedly valuable ‘block front 
chest of drawers’ or pay him $] 4:9 
damages. Case. was tossed out of 
court for lack of jurisdiction. 

Wife of John B. Lowe, Hollywond 
studio worker, won a contested di- 


vorce case in which her husband 
charged she humiliated him by being 
a follower of Father Divine. 

Judith Allen, actress, said she 
would file suit for divorce from Jack 


Doyle, actor-prizefighter, in L. A 

When Sigmund Romberg went to 
an L. A. court to testify as the prin- 
cipal defense witness in a $500,000 
copyright infringement suit brought 
by Hortense Hirsch against Para- 
mount, he took a miniature piano 
along. She contended her original 
tune, ‘Lady of Love,’ was unlawfully 
used by the studio in a composition 
entitled ‘Without a Warning of Love.’ 
Judge took case under advisement. 

Elaine Barrie, 19, sued John Barry- 
more, 55, for divorce in L. A. She 
alleged he used vile language, struck 
her in presence of friends and was 
‘jealous of my acting ability.’ 

Burglars stole jewels reported to 
be worth $10,000 from the home of 
Frank Lloyd, film director, in West 
Los Angeles. 

L. A. architect sued Grace Moore 
and her husband, Valentin Parera, 
for $3,742 damages, alleging they 
failed to pay proper commission on 
plans for a $40,000 home. 

Stan Laurel, whose suit brought by 
one wife has been disposed of fol- 
lowing a property settlement, has 
filed an answer to the L. A. separate 
maintenance action of the alleged 
other mate, denying he is now or 
ever had been her husband. Mae 
Laurel, former vaude actress, is the 
complainant and asks $1,000 a month. 

Names of Hollywood actors and 
other nationally known figures were 
allegedly contained in books confis- 
cated by the L. A. sheriff in a morals 
raid. Books were picked up after 
two girls had pleaded guilty to 
morals charges in connection with an 
alleged white slave ring. 

Hazel Anna Fitzgerald, dancer, 
filed suit in L. A. to annul her second 
marriage to James Base, musician. 
Her first tie was broken because she 
was only 16 years old. 

John F. Jasper, film director and 
producer, who died Aug. 29, 1935, 
left an estate of $2,500. As he left 
no wil!, estate was turned over to 
the widow. 

Settlement out of court for an un- 
disclosed amount of an $18,200 suit 
brought against Grace Bradley, 
actress, resulted in dismissal of the 
case in the L. A. courts. Florence 
Greene, assignee for Al Rosen, agent, 
filed the action, in which she 
charged failure to fulfill a contract. 

Six members of Harold Lloyd's 
family had the influenza simultane- 
ously in Pasadena. His wife, his 
three children, his father, and his 
mother all were stricken. 

Because of photo of her six-year- 
old son, shown manipulating the dial 
of a radio, was published in an ad, 
Mrs. Mabel Campbell asked $125,000 
in L. A. courts. Case was termed 
‘mere technical invasion of privacy 
and tossed out. F 

Fay Estill, actress, filed suit to 
annul her marriage to Thomas 
Estill, non-pro. charging he misled 
her into believing he was wealthy. 

Alleging they were induced to buy 
$10,000 worth of stocks in the De 
Forest Television Corp.. Ltd., under 
false representations, Walter C. and 
Louise S. Arensberg filed suit in 
L. A. to recover that amount, They 
charged that Lee De Forest, Ralph 
D. Lemert and Pearl Beard made 
representations that the company 
held five basic vatents on television. 

Hale Rice Hamilton, actor, an 
wife, Grace La Rue, former musical 
comedy star. filed voluntary petition 
of bankruptcy in L. A. listing debts 
of $21,212 and assets of $600. 


MARRIAGES 


Peggy Hagen to Mickey Rockford 
in Chicago Jan. 10. Bride reception- 
ist at M.C.A. Groom manager of 
Wayne King orchestra. 

Elizabeth Gillette to Kent Smith, 
in N. Y., Jan. 15. Groom is a legit 
actor. 

Janice Dawson to Bruce B. Pierce, 
in Tia Juana, Mexico, Jan. 10. Bride 
is an actress at 20th-Fox, and groom 





is in editing department at same 
studio. 
Lillian Wurtzel, daughter of Sol 


Wurtzel, 20th-Fox producer, to Dr. 
Herman Semenov, Jan, 17, in Los 
Angeles. 

Astrid Allwyn to Robert Kent, Jan. 
10, in Tijuana. Both film players 

Renee Torres to Erman Pessis 1" 
Beverly Hills, Calif., Jan. 16. Brice 
is a film player. Groom is a f'™ 
publicist. 
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ia Broadway 


Major Albert Warner in Miami. 

Harry Hershfield and wife back 
from the Coast. 

William Morris, Jr., to Washington 
for the inaugural. 

Leo Miller appointed to board of 
Treasurers Club. 

Wayne Pierson around again and 
in excellent health. 

Herbie Berg back at work after 
riding a case of flu. 

La grippe nabbed Bob Weitman 
as one of its victims. 

Roxy Grill now has entertainment, 
with Pat Panza, m. c. 

Horace (Doc)- McMahon off to 
Hollywood for vacation. 

Frankie Frayer added to Manhat- 
tan O. H. box-office staff. 


Blanche Merrill out of hospital 
and resting at Madison, N. J. 


Ralph Rolan, g. m. March of Time, 
pedded by severe case of grippe. 


George (Lefty) Miller, gm. for 
‘Howdy Stranger’ at the Longacre. 


Henry Dixon company manager 
for ‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield. 


Publicity team of Dorothy Ross 
and Sidney Spier reunited this week. 


Murray Lewin, of the Mirror 
sports department, downed by in- 
fluenza. 


Ciro, who used to have his own 
joint, is now with the Stork Club as 
greeter. 

Signer & Byrne, Inc., advertising 
films, appointed Sidney B. Levy 
treasurer. 

Eddie Conrad, vauder, cast for the 
Chi company of ‘You Can’t Take It 
with You.’ 


Bob Taplinger off to the Coast 
again this week for a gander at his 
Hollywood office. 


Con Little withdrew from box of- 
fice of Ford’s, Baltimore, to manage 
Nazimova on tour, 

Joseph Connelly, of King Features, 
and Jim Kilgallen sailed last week 
on South American cruise. 

Major Bowes celebrated birthday 
anniversary Thursday (14), but no 
announcement on exact age. 

Ralph Staub, Republican Pictures 
director, in town for a week or so to 
see the shows and look over new tal- 
ent. 

James Clark, for many years in 
the accessory field and last with 
20th-Fox, has joined RKO on ad 
sales at the home office. 

Entertainment Managers Assn, giv- 
ing testimonial dinner for its secre- 
tary, Fred Watson, at Victoria hotel, 
Jan. 24. 

Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun’s noc- 
turnal reporter, gets back today 
(Wednesday) from a fortnight spent 
between Miami and Havana. 

Alex Gottlieb, of Hy Daab’s ad- 
vertising end at Columbia Pictures, 
has gone over to Walter Wanger at 
United Artists, and will leave for the 
Coast soon. 

Capt. Dennis F. O’Brien back at 
the office, first time since Mrs. 
O’Brien’s death. The attorney feel- 
ing better, personally, as is Arthur 
F. Dricoll, his partner, back from a 
Tucson vacash. 

Al Selig is on advertising and 
exploitation for Gaumont-British, Al 
Margolies on publicity, under the 
new Gaumont-British setup in N. Y., 
thus splitting A. P. Waxman’s duties. 
Latter has a couple deals in work. 

With liquor sales flourishing, Na- 
tional Distillers is increasing its ad- 
vertising budget for 1937 to $5,000,- 
000. A similar amount will be spent 
by Schenley. This represents an in- 
crease over last year of around 


$1,000,000. 
Quebec 


H. J. Allen in Toronto. 

A. Hirsch to New York. 

I. Soucks down with flu. 

Jack Stearn in from Boston. 

n N. Lawand to Florida with fam- 
ily. 

A. J. Bercovitch from Rose the- 
atre, Regina, here. 

illy Cass married and honey- 
mooning in Honolulu. 

H. O’Regan and Don Paquin in 
from Laurier theatre, Hull. 

Campbell Carroll appointed Que- 
bec’s English publicity head. 

Harry Clarke orch renewed con- 
tract for six months at Corona. 

Fred Keating orch opened Satur- 
day (16) at the Normandie. Booked 
for a month. 

Esther Rost putting a series of 
commercial programs on CFCF start- 
ing Tuesday (19). 

© Montreal from Toronte: Calire 
Hague, Abe Cass, Haskell Masters, 
Jim O'Loughlin, D. Copeland, A. 
W. Perry. 


Theo Morgan and George Mc- 
amee, president and secretary of 
the Montreal Tourist and Convention 
ureau, resign. C. S. Porter named 
new president. 
umor current that personnel of 
Quebec Board of Moving Picture 
€nsors will be changed, with places 
to be filled with Montreal and prov- 
ince theatremen. 

Theatre movements in Montreal as 
follows: W. Ready, manager, to His 
Majesty’s from the Palace; W. 
O'Loughlin, manager, from the Cap- 
itol to the Palace; Lester Dowbiggan 

manage the Capitol; Nick Kerry to 

Capitol as asst. to Dowbiggan. 














London 


Dick Crean down with gastric-flu. 


Mark Ostrer back from Antibes 
after 10 days. 

_ Lee Ephraim got his leg bruised 
in a motor crash. 

Stephen Williams slightly hurt in 
a street accident. 

Aimee Stuart to spend a couple of 
months in Austria. 

John Mock, late of 20th-Fox, join- 
ing Paramount here. 

Oscar Homolka discussing a new 
comedy with Ralph Neale. 

Current Victoria Palace show clos- 
ing first week in February. 

Harold Huth joining Christopher 
Mann in the agency business. 

Wyndham Goldie has been added 
to the cast of ‘Under the Red Robe.’ 

Actor-baronet Sir Basil Bartlett 
married Betty Malcolm in London 
Jan. 5. 

Percy Athos too ill to see the 
opening of his show et Grosvenor 
House. 

Geoffrey Steele sailing for America 
to line up plays and stars for the 
West End. 

Rubbles Stewart and Sisters mak- 


ing initial broadcast for British 
Broadcasting Corp. Jan. 30. 
‘The Wife of neral Ling’ is ap- 


proaching completion at Sound City, 
directed by Ladislaus Vadja. 

Rita Ray, formerly leading dancer 
in Prince of Wales revue, returning 
to star in a new show in September. 

Mrs. Jack Hylton, billed for the 
Kingston Empire with her band, 
stricken with flu and hubby rushed 
to the rescue. 

Kjeld Abell, author of ‘The Mel- 
ody That Got Lost,’ persuading Ron- 
ald Adam to take a fortnight’s holi- 
day in Copenhagen. 

‘The Moon Shines Bright,’ new 
comedy by H. M. Hart, to be done 
in Paris prior to production here. 
Deal set by Erich Glass. 

Archie Menzies, author of ‘The 
Astonished Ostrich,’ at the Duke of 
York’s theatre, taking the lead, due 
= the leading man being down with 

u 


John Clein’s next film is an origi- 
nal titled ‘Three Mad Men,’ starring 
Sally O’Neil and Ben Lyon. Dia- 
— Bros. are being dickered for 
also. 

Dodie Smith’s ‘Call It a Day’ clos- 
ing shortly after its 500th perform- 
ance. After a brief vacation, the 
original company goes on a long 
provincial tour. 

Arts Theatre Club has obtained a 
license to give a public performance 
of ‘The Soul of Nicholas Snyders,’ by 
the late Jerome K. Jerome, starring 
Edward Stirling. 

Cast of new Kurt Robitschek show, 
due at Victoria Palace week of Feb. 
1, will include Jimmy Savo, Renee 
Houston, Moore and Revel, Stanley 
Holloway and the French Can-Can 
girls from the Bal Tabarin, Paris. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Isabelle Jones has shoved off for 
Broadway and a week of show-shop- 
ping. 

Beauvais Fox around again, this 
time beating the drums for ‘On Your 
Toes.’ 

Harry Kalmines sails next Wednes- 
day (27) for 18-day West Indies 
cruise. 

Fred Herrington to Harrisburg 
seeking legislation favorable to indie 
exhibs. 

Len Leslie on from New York to 
visit two sisters, convalescing from 
pneumonia. 

Ruth Quinn, dancing daughter of 
the Pennsylvania congressman, home 
from a tour. 

Betty Janos, Foe Feldman’s sec, 
has resigned to prepare for marriage 
to George Jones in April. 

Ben Weldon, ‘English’ actor just 
signed by Warners, a graduate of 
Carnegie Tech drama school. 

Helen Donnelly up and around 
again after the flu, and Howard 
Shafer, Dave Broudy’s pianist, down 
with it. 

Jean Foley, president of Pittsburgh 
chapter, Society of American Magi- 
cians, left for New York to join new 
Rajah Raboid show, now in re- 
hearsal. 





Baltimore 


By Albert Scharper, Jr. 





Joe Brodie in Fla. 

Rudy Berger had orb fixed up. 

Lou Brown prowling for summer 
home on seaside. 

Norman Goldstein installing pair 
of new presses in his Globe Poster 
Co. 

Frank Durkee chain has acquired 
southside Casino from Joe and Leo 
Fields. 

Dave Wallace in as avant courier 
for George Cohan’s new _ show; 
Arthur Benson ahead of ‘Hey, Diddle, 
Diddle’ premiere. Cohan’s piece at 
Ford’s next week,. latter at indie 





Maryland. 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





_ Bennie Berger and frau wintering 
in Florida. 

W. A. Steffes in Washington and 
New York on business. 

Bill Elson and wife back from Ber- 
muda anniversary trip. 

Northwest Allied States set March 
28-29 as dates for annual convention 
here, 

A. Selby Carr, Paramount adver- | 
tising head, and wife and child laid | 
up with flu. 

Local stores conducting Sunday ski | 
excursions that attract many away 
from theatres. 

Joe Fieldman, Universal salesman, | 





stalled in snowdrift and _ suffered | 
frozen ears and feet. 
Variety club inducted Chief 


Barker Bill Elson and other officers 
at party for members and friends. 
Bandits who stuck up local gam- 
bling house and its guests got $6,000 
in loot and started newspaper cam- 
paign against alleged protected vice. 





Burlesque Reviews 
CHINA DOLLS 


(Continued from page 53) 


m.c., and is an okay tap dancer, do- 
ing several new routines this week. 
His voice is only fair. Marne, con- 
tinues a favorite among the specialty | 
dancers, and has a way all her Own | 
when it comes to the disrobing part. | 
This week’s vaude turn is provided | 
by Henry Rich at the xylophone 
who finishes strong by hoofing to his 
own accompaniment. He was a show | 
stopper. 

Hazel Miller impersonation of a 
Sophie Tucker song hit scores. Miss 
June Palmer is the troupe’s dynamic 
stripper while the team of Cook and 
Hart give a specialty dance that is 
novel. 

Comics are Sam Michels, Scotty 
Friedel and Charlie Goldie, the 
latter a fave with patrons here. 
Trio are laugh getters and are doing 
more new stuff of late. Goldie oc- 
casionaly steps out and does acro- 
batic dance. Hugh Mack feeds. 

Business has been spotty, but this 
week picked up somewhat and 
should continue to improve if the 
two bills of the newly assembled 
company are any criterion. Mack. 


ROXY, TORONTO 


When Lew Applebee shot bur- 
lesque into this ex-film house two 
years back it was expected to be a 
quick flop because of the cop angle. 
It wasn’t, and isn’t, partly because 
Billy Wiggins, show censor, was 
dropped from the police squad and 
the beatpounders who catch this 
show are broadminded. 

Operates on a three town wheel 
called Metropolitan burlesque and 
controlled from here. Other houses 
are Palace, Buffalo (Dewey Michaels) 
and National, Detroit (King). 

Chorus of 10 is local to each 
house but principals revolve on 
wheel and when growing stale work 
a shift with the Minsky bookers. 

Production under Lester Mont- 
gomery with show running one hour 
and changed twice weekly. Feature 
pictures used and usual selling spiel 
between flesh and film. 

Current show, unnamed, spots 
Billy Foster and Danny Jacob 
for the comedy end and four strip- 
pers who handle some singing and 
stooge for the comics. These are 
Eleanor Cody. Frances McEvoy, Esta 
Olga and Barbara Bow, Johnny 
D’Arco straights. 

Chorus, although weary and work- 
ing under tough conditions (they 
have to dress in another building) 
goes through stuff with snap and 
strippers get away with more than 
most fans expect in so straight-laced 
a town as this. 

Strip game follows the usual 
technique but doesn’t get down to 
goona-goona. Bit of gauze remains 
but sufficiently revealing. Miss Cody 
shoots a fast shimmy but cooch ac- 
tion is out. 

Highlight of current show is wind 
up with chorus and one principal in 
full coverage of gold paint. Brassieres 
not used in this number; probably 
first time in town. 

Lighting and music is of the 
horror type. Boris Karloff might 
walk from the wings any time. Pro- 
duction headache is fact that girls 
have to be painted three buildings 
away, walk in the open down a lane 
and survive pneumonia. When they 
get back then scrub down in tin 
tubs of the barn yard type. No fancy 
plumbing. 

Weak spot of current show is the 
comics but policy is for flesh any- 
how. No Sunday shows here but 
house spots an opening at 12 mid- 
night which, of course, is Monday 
and OK with the gendarmes. Busi- 
ness good. Oddest feature is that 
chorines average 100 fan letters a 
day these coming from ali parts of 
Canada, mostly the gold mine belt. 


| 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Terrific heat continues. 

Williamson-Tait premieres ‘Wild 
Violets’ in Melbourne this week. 

Boxing biz taking an uplift again 





here after being low for quite a 
spell. 

Luna Park, Sydney, getting a great 
run owing to the continuance of the 
hot dry spell. 

Isador Goodman 
success as conductor 
Edward, Sydney, 

Margaret Dare is making personal 
appearances in connection with Col- 
Nat’s ‘Rangle River, in Sydney. 


is meeting with 
at the 


Prince | 


Hollywood 


Richard Watts, Jr., here from N. Y. 

Joek Lawrence having his tonsils 
jerked. 

Madge Evans laid up with an in- 
fected optic. 

Grace Moore will breeze eastward 
around Feb. 1. 

Maude Fealy teaching kids how to 
talk at B. F. Zeidman’s studio. 

Herman Gluckman and wife in 
from N. Y. for Republic huddle. 

Maurice Costello writing a book on 
his 25 years’ experience in pix. 

Herbert H. Hyman joined Mare 
Lachman’s press staff at Universal. 

Jack Van Nostrand, radio writer, 





j}ankling around after lengthy sick- 
ness. 
Willlaam Beaudine underwent 


minor operation at Hollywood hos- 
pital. 
Angostura execs were entertained 


;on visit here by Frank and Ralph 


Sir Harry Lauder has arrived in| 
Australia on a visit to his brother. | 
Says he is just taking a vacation. | < t 

Bina Addy has been engaged by | arrived on the Coast for pic chores 


Australian Broadcasting Comm. 


give a series of concerts here early | 


next year. 


Morgan. 

Viola Brothers Shore in from 
Manhattan to start writing contract 
at RKO. 

John Emery and Robert Wilcox 


to | at Universal. 


Clara Bow and Rex Bell moved in 
from their Nevada ranch for four- 


Distribs still anxiously watching | month sojourn. 


the American maritime strike, so 


Alma Donohue, daughter of Jack. 


that they won’t be caught short-| Preparing for a screen and radio 


handed on pix. 


Williamson-Tait -.will make 


charge of $2 for top balcony seats | 


Ballet in Sydney. : 
Cam Pratt is handling special ex- 


| at premiere of Russian Monte Carlo 


career out here. 
a 


Following confabs with Louis B. 
Mayer in New York, Ben Thau may 
go on to England. 

Paul Frohman, 
tor from Ft. 


little theatre ac- 
Wayne, Ind., joined 


ploitation for Greater Union Thea- | Rep’s talent school. 


tres. Was for many years connected 


with Williamson-Tait as publicity | Kodak in from Rochester. 


manager. 


Expected that further dickers will} i 
take place next year between the | tion wagon with camping apparatus 


Fullers and J. C. Williamson Films 
for a tieup of their New Zealand 
interests. 

Battle still on between the concert 
managers and the Australian Broad- 
casting Comm. over the importation 
of artists for air and platform ap- 
pearances. 

Wirth’s Circus is making out 
nicely on the road and will play 
around the various country centres 
until next Easter, then coming into 
Sydney for a season. 

As the governmental lads have 
gone on vacation it is expected that 
the next few weeks will be rather 
quiet insofar as quotas and other 
tangles are concerned. 

Ken Asprey is expected back from 
abroad in the near future and will 
go into a huddle with Stuart Doyle 
and Norman Rydge on re-finance 
schemes for Greater Union. A 

Acts playing for Frank Neil in 
Sydney and Melbourne include Jim 
Gerald, Frank O’Brian, Harry Abdy, 
Chapelle & Carlton, Coral Gunning, 
Clayton and Jackie, Three Whirl- 
winds, Willie, West and McGinty, 
Hadji Ali, De Car and Spotty, Ben- 
nie Ross and Maxine Stone. 





Chicago 
Sid Piermont in to look over units. 
Aaron Jones, Jr., left for the 


Coast. 
Ashton Stevens ill at Passavant 
hos : 





allace Munro in ahead of the 
D’Oyly Carte troupe. 

Sid Strotz into New York NBC 
headquarters last week. 

Ned Alvord giving the Loop a 
flash of those striped pants. : 

A. B. Marcus in Loop rehearsing 
new troupe for Orient. tour. 

George White in with the 
‘Scandals’ unit at the Palace. 

Sid Spiegel, of Essaness, in Michael 
Reese hospital battling pneumonia. 

Doreen Faire to make her concert 
debut at Kimball Hall in February. 

Lieut. Harry Costello, head of the 
Chicago censors, to Florida to check 
flu. 

Town absolutely jammed by con- 
ventions, with hotel rooms at a 
premium. 

Sophie Tucker tossed a party last 
week for Fannie Brice and Charlotte 
Greenwood, 

Jack Kearns moving his family to 
Detroit, where he takes over the 
Olympic Club. 

Arnold Van Leer, Dictograph rep., 
a Chi visitor on his way to see the 
Dionne ——. 

Louis F. Blumenthal and Clifford 
C. Fischer in town to visit new Ca- 
sino at the Morrison. 

Abe Lastfogel stopped off on his 
way to Coast for confab with local 
William Morris office. 

Lloyd Lewis ducking the Daily 
News long enough to take himself 
and frau down to Mexico for some 








tamaies. 
Seattle 
By Dave Trepp 
Roy Brown in town from Port- 


land. 

Bill McCurdy here for San Carlo 
Opera. 
Ellen McGrath resigned as drama 
ed of Argus. 

Hal Daigler moves back to Seattle 
from Portland. 

Sammy Siegel up from L. A. on 
special exploitation for ‘Allah’ (UA). 

Earl Gunther, former prexy stage- 
hands union, is running for city 











Sinclair. 


council, 


Dr. C. E. K. Mees of Eastman 
He'll sail 
for Honolulu Feb, 5. 

Clark Gable has equipped his sta- 


and a short wave set. 
E. J. Mannix returned to his 
Metro desk last week after six- 


|day siege of influenza. 


Joe Allen, Jr., recently contracted 
by Columbia, had his monicker 
changed to Allen Brook. 

Anton Walbrook, who worked in 
RKO’s ‘Michael Strogoff,’ pulled out 
for New York and London. 

Arthur Voegtlin in from N. Y. to 
work on effects for Buddy De Sylva’s 
‘Hippodrome’ at Universal. 

Al Santell resumed direction of 
‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ at Par 
after week’s forced layoff with flu. 

Lew Pollock and Sidney Mitchell 
asking 20th-Fox for leave of absence 
= do music for a Broadway produc- 
ion. 

Ethel Waters arrived in town an- 
nouncing she had plans to establish 
a little theatre movement for negro 
people. 

Vinton Haworth worked last week 
in ‘China Passage’ at RKO with a 
nurse at his side because of an auto 
accident. 

Darryl Zanuck, snowbound at 
Lake Arrowhead for spell last week, 
dictated 20th-Fox production via 
the telephone. 

Charn Bunnag and Prasart Suk- 
hum, Siamese film producers and 
owners of 78 theatres in that coun- 
try, ogling studios. 

Phyllis Loughton, supplanted re- 
cently as head of Par’s talent school 
by Oliver Hinsdell, has left the lot 
and is en route to N. Y. 

Thais Dickerson, WB _ contract 
player, recruited from the L. A. Fed- 
eral Theatre’ Project, changed her 
name to Gloria Dickson.  .- 

Fred Quimby, Gayle Gitterman. 
Stanley Rauh, Jacques Tourneur and 
Val Burton; of 4 shorts depart- 
ment, ill with flu last week. 

Director Sam Wood shooting the 
Marx Bros. in “A Day at the Races.’ 
Took some scenes at Santa Anita, 
but waited until an off-race day. 

Jack Pegler, attache of the Lord 
& Thomas N. Y. office, en route to 
the Coast to arrange tieups with pic- 
ture people for some of the outfit’s 
clients. 

Frances 


Waterman, for many 
years secretar to Hal Wallis, 
graduated to Warners writing staff. 


She’s collabing with Jack Woodford 
on originals. 

Agent Sam Kerner now shoots his 
subjects with 16mm, camera and 
then carries film to studio casting 
directors along with portable sound 
and film projector, 

Joan Crawford, general chairman, 
and committeemen udette Col- 
bert, Edward Arnold, James Cagne 
Franchot Tone, Fredrick March, 
Elizabeth Risdon, Donald Woods, 
Boris Karloff and Murray Kinnell 
will handle the fourth annual 
Screen Actors’ Guild ball at the 
Ambassador Feb. 13. 


Detroit 


By Pete Wemheff 








Father of Ann Walker is dead. 

Jose Iturbi escaped injury in auto 
crash. 

Frank MacDonell, sports scribe of 
Times, appointed state boxing czar. 

ning of Piano Master Series at 
Orchestra Hall postponed until 
Feb. 9. 

Gladys Swarthout in town for 
concert and appearance at ice dez)- 
ers’ conclave. 

Michigan Fair Assn. here for 
annual conclave, mapping plans to 
increase number of fairs in ’37, 

Barney Ross-Al Manfredo to 
initial boxing venture here by Jac 
Kearns, signed recently by Olympia 
as co-promoter. 
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OBITU 


RICHARD BOLESLAWSKI 


Richard Boleslawski, 47, author, 
stagecraftsman and motion picture 
director, died at his home in Holly- 
wood Jan. 17. He was apparently in 
excellent health when he returned 
from the Metro studio where he had 
been directing “The Last of Mrs. 
Cheyney’ with Joan Crawford, and | 
his attack was wholly unexpected. 

The director went to Hollywood in 
1929, following the establishment of | 
the talking pictures. He was backed | 
by a sound knowledge of the thea- | 
tre, for he had gained his training | 
in the Moscow Art Theatre under | 
€onstantin Stanislawsky, whose as- 
sistant he was from 1909 to 1915. He 
fought in a Polish regiment during 
the war and following he spent two 
years as cameraman with the Polish 
forces fighting the Bolsheviki. 

He came to America in 1920 as 
a stage technician and director, di- 
recting Otis Skinner in ‘Sancho 
Panza’ and then assisting Reinhardt 
in producing ‘The Miracle’ at the 
Century theatre. Later he directed 
the production in Cleveland for Mor- 
ris Gest. Then followed the staging 
of ‘The Vagabond King’ and later the | 
‘Revue Russe.’ 

He did ‘Mr. Moneypenny,’ collab- 
orated in the staging of ‘The Three 
Musketeers’ and then went “on to 
‘Macbeth’ and ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew.’ His last production, before 
going to Hollywood, was ‘Judas.’ In 
all of these ventures he found time 
to direct the activities of the Ameri- 
ican Laboratory theatre. 

His first Hollywood assignment 
was ‘Treasure Girl’ for Pathe, for 
which Gershwin wrote the music. 








14 Vears Passed Away 
With the Memory of Our Beloved 
Father 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 





A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is stilled; 
A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never will be- filled, 


We miss you dear daddy. 


JACK POWELL AND FAMILY 





He made two others, ‘Paris Bound’ 
and ‘This Thing Called Love,’ then 
did ‘The Last of the Lone Wolf’ for 
Columbia in 1930. 

He retired from pictures for a time 
to write, in collaboration with Mrs. 
Helen Woodward, ‘The Way of a 
Lancer,’ which was published in 
1932. Three years later, with the 
same collaborator, he published 
‘Lances Down.’ He was at work on 
a third romance at the time of his 
death. 

Meanwhile he had come back to 
pictures and directed ‘Rasputin’ for 
Metro, following with ‘Storm at Day- 
break’ and ‘Beauty for Sale,’ and the 
next year ‘Men in White and ‘The 
Painted Veil.’ He followed with 
‘Clive of India’ and ‘Les Miserables’ 
and more recently changed to com- 
edy with ‘Theodora Goes Wild,’ re- 
turning to more serious work with 
‘The Garden of Allah,’ his last pro- 
duced play. 

He was born in Warsaw and was 
a graudate and post-graduate student 
of the University of Odessa. For a 
short time he acted in the theatre, 
but soon switched to production. He 
is survived by his widow and a son, 
Ian, 18 months old. 

Private Catholic services were 
held yesterday (Tuesday) at Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale. 

George Fitzmaurice assigned to 
complete ‘Mrs. Cheyney.’ 





OTTO MOTZAN 

Otto Motzan, 57, composer, died of 
a heart attack Jan. 15 in his New 
York hotel. Recently recovered from 
an attack of influenza, he was left in 
a weakened condition, which made 
him an easy victim to heart seizure. 

Born in Hungary, he came to the 
United States about 30 years ago and 
won his first recognition writing the 
score for the Shuberts’ “The Passing 
Show of 1916.’ The following year he 
wrote the score for the same pro- 
ducers’ ‘Show of Wonders.’ Among 
his song hits were ‘Bright Eyes,’ 
‘Once in a Blue Moon,’ and ‘Where 
Are You, Dream Girl?’ the latter at 


‘ one time featured by Rudy Vallee. 


He wrote a light opera, ‘Meriska,’ not 
produced, and a number of semi- 
classicals which found favor. 

His sister, Sylvia, survives. Ser- 
vices were conducted by the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, of which he was a 
member. 


ARIES” 


MARTIN JOHNSON 


Martin Johnson, 53, explorer-cam- 
eraman, died Jan. 13 in Los Angeles 
from injuries received in a Western 
Air Express plane crash near New- 
hall, Cal. .Born in Rockfort, Il., in 
1884, Johnson had spent practically 
all his life in adventure. He had 
shown travel films and_ lectured 
throughout the world and was en 
route to the Coast on a similar mis- 
sion when the plane crashed. 

When Johnson was 14 years old he | 
took a cattle boat to Europe. Upon | 
his return he went to Independence, 
Kan., where his father was a jeweler. 
He met Jack London, who was out- 
fitting his ship, the Snark, for a 
South Seas cruise. Johnson went 
along as cook and took up photogra- 
phy on the trip. He returned to his 
Kansas home in 1909 and opened a 
theatre to show his films and lecture. 

He opened other theatres in Kan- 
sas, and in Chanute he met Osa 
Leighty, to whom he was later mar- 
ried. Making money from his thea- 
tres, Johnson took his wife into Afri- 
ca. Their first film was released as 
‘Hunting Big Game in Africa.’ It 
was premiered in Los Angeles, and | 
reportedly made a fortune for the | 
explorers. 

Later they went around the world 
six times, spent a year in Australia, 
several years in Borneo and Africa. 
Johnson also devoted 12 years of his 
life to the South Seas. Foremost 
exploit was an expedition in 1924 to 
Africa for the American Museum of 
Natural History, on which they spent 
five years. They left on their last 
Borneo adventure in August, 1934, 
and returned to New York last Oc- 
tober. They left New York Jan. 7 
on the fatal air voyage. 

Among books which Johnson pub- 
lished were ‘Through the South Seas 
with Jack London,’ ‘Cannibal Land,’ 
‘Camera Trails in Africa,’ ‘Safari- 
Saga of the African Blue’ and ‘Lion— 





WILLIAM JONES 

Williem Jones, valet-cook for the 
late Chauncey Olcott over a 20-year 
period, small-part player in the Irish 
singing-actor’s productions, and one- 
time performer with the Robinson 
and Barnum circuses, died recently 
(Jan. 10) in Clifton Park, N. Y. 

Widely known as Olcott’s ‘Wil- 
liam,’ he filled roles in ‘Mavourneen,’ 
| ‘Minstrel of Clare’ and ‘The Heart 
| of Paddy Whack,’ and had trouped 
in every state of the union. > 

After Olcott’s retirement to ‘Innis- 
carra, the Saratoga showplace, 
Jones worked as a checker at the 
General Electric Company’s Schenec- 








African Adventure with the King of 
Beasts.’ 

His widow, Osa, also in the plane 
crash, is recovering in the Good Sa- 
maritan hospital in L. A. She re- 
ceived a broken knee joint, concus- 
sion and bruises. Johnson’s father 
died in Independence three years ago 
shortly after returning from his son’s 
home in Africa. 





JOHN MILTERN 
John Miltern, 67, on the stage for 


ij more than 30 years and lately a 


character actor in pictures, died 
from injuries received Jan. 15 in 
Los Angeles when struck by a hit- 
and-run driver. He was crossing 
the street with Basil Rathbone, at 
whose home he was a guest, when 
the accident occurred. Rathbone es- 
caped uninjured but three dogs held 
on a leash by Miltern were badly 
injured, 

Deceased appeared on the stage 
for Sam Harris, Arch Selwyn and 
Al Woods and first came to notice 
as Buck Farren in ‘Deadwood Dick’s 
Last Shot.’ He was also in ‘Romeo 











and Juliet,’ ‘Yellow Jacket’ and ‘Co- 
quette.” He recently turned to pic- 
tures and last appeared in ‘Every- 
body’s Old Man.’ 

Police are holding Logan Metcalf, 
broker and former husband of Madge 
Bellamy, on suspicion of negligent 
homicide in connection with Mil- 
tern’s death, 





ALEXANDER BASY 

Alexander Basy, 54, head of the 
Amsov Artists’ Bureau, booking acts 
for Soviet Russia, died at his home 
in Brooklyn Jan. 13, after an illness 
of three months. 

In addition to his work for the 
Soviet he was Russian agent for the 
Ringling show, manager of the Rus- 
sian Symphonic Choir, Russian 
Grand Opera Co. and the Tuskegee 
Choir, negro singers. 

He came to this country in 1908 
and prior to the revolution he had 
operated a number of enterprises 
chiefly with Russian talent. At the 
time of the upset he had a Russian 
opera troupe which split up owing 
to differences between the White 
and the Red members of the troupe. 

His widow and a son survive. 





JOHN T. WHITFIELD 

John T. Whitfield, 62, died in Bos- 
ton, Jan. 8, after a short illness. 

Whitfield was a member of the 
Juggling Johnsons. He also pro- 
duced the Magic Kettle, an early 
adaptation of radio, to the stage. 
With these two acts he afterward 
made an extended tour of Europe. 

For the past few years he had 
lived in Boston, where his daughters, 
Misses Mary and Catherine, reside. 
Interment was in St. Joseph's 
Cemetery, West Roxbury, Mass. 





tady plant. He at one time cooked 
in a Pennsylvania hotel and later 
operated a roadside filling station- 


| refreshment stand. 


Body was taken to an undertaking 
establishment in Round Lake, pend- 
ing an effort to locate his wife and 
two sisters in New York City. 





REV. WILLIAM B. HOGG 

The Reverend William B. Hogg, 
56, known on radio as Josiah Hop- 
kins, the Goose Creek Parson, died 
Jan. 14 in Hollywood as the result 
of a major operation. Five year ago 
the Reverend Hogg, who preferred 
to be known as ‘the preacher,’ al- 
though he was proud of the fact that 
he never preached. to anyone, al- 


| though he was an ordained minister, 
established the Country Church of} 


Hollywood, which was attended by 
many picture people. 

After broadcasting his homey ser- 
mons on local stations for a brief 
period he became a Coast favorite 
and recently terminated a transcon- 
tinental series for Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet. His last radio appearance was 
on the KNX return salute to Colum- 
bia two weeks ago. 

His widow, who appeared with 
him in his radio skits, four daugh- 
ters and a son survive. 





GEORGE GASTON 

George Gaston, 93, the oldest guest 
at the Actors’ Fund Home, Engle- 
wood, died there Jan. 14. 

Entering the profession about the 
time of the Civil War, Mr. Gaston 
got his first important assignment 
in 1873 in support of Charlotte Cush- 
man, at McVickers, Chicago. He 
later appeared with the Hooley com- 
pany and in support of Lotta Crab- 
tree. He also supported Frank 
Mayo, Mary Anderson, Thomas 
Keene and other current stars. In 
1881 he changed over to light opera 
and the McCall company, but went 
back to drama and was a member of 
the original cast of ‘The Witching 
Hour.’ He later appeared with Ar- 
nold Daly, Blanche Ring and Henry 
Miller. He had been a guest at the 
home since 1929. 

There are no known immediate 
survivors. Interment in the Fund 
plot in Kensico. 





WILLIAM M. RITCHEY 

William M. Ritchey, 55, scenarist 
and former newspaperman, died Jan. 
14 in Los Angeles of a heart attack. 
He had been sick about a week. His 
widow survives. 

Ritchey was city editor of the Los 
Angeles Evening Express prior to 
entering the picture field. His first 
assignment was with Paramount, 
heading that company’s scenario de- 
Ppartment. He resigned that post to 
go to Italy to work on ‘Romola,’ 
which Metro produced there. Upon 
his return to America he free- 
lanced for number of years. 





HOWARD C. WHITE 

Howard C. White, 35, of the Landt 
Trio and White, and for several years 
past arranger for the National 
Broadcasting Co., died of a heart 
attack Jan. 17, at his home in Jack- 
son Heights, L. I. 

He made his first radio appearance 
in 1925 on a small station, 1nd came 
to the N.B.C. in. 1930. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Madeline Corrigan, and a 
sister. Interment in Teckville, Pa., 
his birthplace. 

Details in the radio section. 





MARCELLA -ALBUS 
Marcella Albus, wife of Ben At- 
well, theatrical press agent, died in 
Mt. Sinai hospital, N. Y., Jan. 13, 
after a six weeks illness. Surviving 
are her husband and a sister. 
Under that name she was well 
known in grand opera in former 
years, 





KENNETH ORMISTON 

Kenneth Ormiston, 41, chief tech- 
nician at KNX, Hollywood, died Jan. 
14 in Los Angeles following an ap- 
pendicitis operation. Before going 
over to the Hollywood transmitter 
he was radio chief at the Aimee 
Semple McPherson temple. 

His parents survive. 

ALAN HIRST 

Alan Hirst, 6, film moppet, died 

Jan. 16 in Hollywood, 





SS 


D. W. HAYNES 
D. W. Haynes, 83. for nearly 40 
years a theatrical press agent, died 
of pneumonia in New York Jan, 17. 
He had done newspaper work in 
Omaha and Chicago before getting 
into press work. 
He was for many years with 
George C. Tyler, was advance for 
Lulu Glaser, ‘The Garden of Allah’ 
and ‘The .Christian.’ Later he went 
to Jacob Litt. He retired some years 
ago. 
Two brothers survive. 





MARION ABBOTT 

Marion Abbott, 71, retired actress, 
died in Philadelphia Jan. 15. She 
spent 37 years in active stage work, 
she retired in 1930 to become a 
guest of the Edwin Forrest Home 
there. 

She had played for Charles Froh- 
man and David Belasco and with 
such notables as Sol Smith Russell, 
Maude Adams, E. H. Sothern, Otis 
Skinner, William Gillette, Virginia 
Harned, William Hodge and Frank 
Craven. 





JOSEPH DAWSON 
Joseph Dawson, 67, who conducted 
dancing schools here and in Phila- 
delphia, and for years managed the 
Dawson Dancing Dolls in vaudeville, 
lost his life in Atlantic City, Jan. 14, 
when he fell from the porch of. his 
home overlooking the Thoroughfare, 
a small stream that cuts off Atlantic 
City and other Absecon Island com- 
munities from the Jersey. mainland. 
Apparently victim of a heart attack. 





MILDRED LEO 
Mildred Leo, 27, former chorus girl 
at Enright, Stanley and Alvin the- 
atres, Pittsburgh, but more recenthy 
operator of her own dance studio 
there, killed herself last week for 
unknown reasons. Girl was found 
dead in her car in garage at rear of 
her aunt’s home, where she lived, of 
carbon monoxide fumes. She had 
taken precautions to stuff up cracks 
in door and windows to insure death. 





LAURIE DEVINE 

Laurie Devine, 31, imported by 
Williamson-Tait with her brother to 
dance in ‘Yes, Madam,” died in Syd- 
ney of pneumonia in late December. 

Dancer was born in Sydney, but 
had been away from her native land 
until booked for return by W-T. 





FRANK NORTH 
Frank North, member of the sales 
and production staff of KOIL, Oma- 
ha, was found dead in his automo- 
bile Thursday, Jan. 7. Death was 
attributed to monoxide poisoning. 





MRS. F. C. MACNEILL 
Mrs. Fred C. Macneill died recent- 
ly at Montreal, Que. She was a vet- 
eran soprano concert and choir sing- 
er of St. John, N. B., and later of 
Montreal. 





JESSE L. REEVES 
Jesse L. Reeves, 42, superintendent 
of the mechanical shop at Warners 
Coast studio for 12 years, died in Los 
Angeles Jan. 11. 





Mother, 71, of Jake and Ralph 
Wilk, died Jan. 17 in Los Angeles. 
Husband, another son and two daugh- 
ters also survive. 





Leviro Carrillo, 74, uncle of Leo 
Carrillo, died here Thursday, Jan. 14, 
a victim of a street car accident. 





Mrs. Ann Cummings, wife of Sam- 
uel Cummings, of Eureka produc- 
tions, died in New York last week. 





Mother of A. P. Waxman died in 
Atlantic City Jan. 15 of injuries re- 
ceived in an auto accident. 


Bartley Cleveland Flack 


Cleveland, Jan, 19. 

E. Ross Bartley, who was chief 
press rep for Gov. Alf M. Landon in 
his presidential campaign is stepping 
into Great Lakes Expo as promotion 
director for its '37 season. He was 
formerly head of production for Chi- 
cago’s Century of Progress, after 
which he took over publicity for 
Florida’s Citrus Institute. 

Elwood T. Bailey, who had charge 
of special day programs last year, 
aiso being shifted to direct expo ac- 
tivities under Dickey. Work on re- 
vamping Midway and Streets of 
World has already begun, Al Shaf- 
fer supervising. 


More Mich Fairs 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 

Michigan Association of Fairs. 
with 200 managers and directors at- 
tending, are meeting here this week 
to study plans for increasing the 
number of fairs in state during 1937. 
Michigan Trotting Club, which spon- 
sored 22 stake races last season, will 
open its meeting tomorrow (20) and 











remain for fair sessions. 
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N. 0. MARDI GRAS 
“BIGGER AND HOTTER’ 


New Orleans, Jan. 19, 


A ‘bigger and hotter’ Mardi Gras js 
in prospect for this city this year 
The event will be celebrated Feb, 
9, which is considerably earlier than 
in most years. All the major carni- 
val organizations will 
with the exception of the Krewe of 
Druids, which disbanded last year, 
The Krewe of Hermes, a new group 
has taken its place. Momus, which 
discontinued its pageants a few years 
ago, has been revived and will ag: 
be seen. . 

Parades will extend from Feb. 4 
through Mardi Gras day and night. 
The day is a legal holiday in New 
Orleans, and all neighborhood the- 
atres close on Tuesday, the last day 
and night of the celebration. 

The city is preparing for the 
largest carnival crowds since ’29, 
How to handle ’em will be the prob- 
lem that from now on will harass 
hotels, night clubs and_ cafes, 
Carnival annually attracts thousands 
to the city, but this year the demand 
for hotel rooms and every 
service has doubled. 
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other 





DALLAS COMING TO LIFE 


Advertising, Concession Hustlers 
and Amusements in Action 








Dallas. Jan. 19. 

Keynote of the Greater Texas and 
Pan-American exposition here this 
summer will be entertainment rather 
than education, release of tentative 
plans reveals. 

A giant night club will be pro- 
duced in the auditorium which 
housed General Motors’ exhibit last 
year. Air cooling equipment in- 
stalled by the auto exhibitor will put 
the nightspot on better operation 
basis than Fort Worth’s Casa Manana 
(expected to encore) since rain haz- 
ard will be nullified, officials claim. 

Prime feature of Midway will be 
huge Latin-American village on 
Streets of Paris (not expected to re- 
turn) which will gather all routine 
concessions under one control. 

Exposition writers, headed by Mrs. 
Jan Fortune, are busy whipping 
script into shape for outdoor spec- 
tacle on Latin-American historical 
theme which is counted on to dupli- 
cate success of Cavalcade last year. 

Advertising has been placed in 
hands of Tracy-Locke-Dawson, that 
agency in turn farming out publicity 
assignment to Pendleton, Dudley and 
Associates, with Mrs. Virg B. Clara- 
han in charge. 

General Manager Frank McNeny 
has his staff about shaped up and 
most of group are scramming about 
country trying to line up exhibitors 
for return visit. Ford and General 
Motors are thought definitely out, al- 
though officials are attempting to in- 
duce them to sponsor concerts as 
free attractions. 

The Exposition is concentrating on 
Mexican participation and H. N. 
Goolsby has been handed job of lur- 
ing Southern Republic into project. 
Local groups plan a junket to Mexico 
shortly which will take many of 
state’s biggies on glad-hand tour of 
country. 

Financial problem has _ officials 
scratching noggins, as sale of bonds 
is out for encore. Bonds sold last 
year have not been redeemed and 
many of. creditors are writing fis- 
ures off books, although settlements 
are being made with more vocal of 
smaller creditors. Money to open 
probably will be produced by ad- 
vance sale of tickets and by high- 
powered private touches of corpora- 
tions. 


Mich Showmen Band 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 

Organization of Michigan showmen 
to combat adverse legislation will re- 
ceive action at a big powwow here 
tomorrow night (20) in the Fort 
Shelby hotel. 

No restriction will be placed on 
membership, and all showmen com- 
prising carnival, fair, orchestras, 
dance hali owners, roller-skating Op- 
erators plus all others engaged in 
outdoor show biz will be included. 
Among those already interested in 
proposed organization are Jack Dick- 
stein, Louis Burger, G. Y. Averill, 
F. L. Flack, Leo Lippa, Louis Rosen- 








thal, Frank Hamilton and G. W.- 
Wade. 
MOBILE MARDI 
Mobile, Ala., Jan. 19. 
Mobile Carnival Association $ 


president, A. L. Staples, announces 
Feb. 7-8-9 as dates for this citys 





107th annual Mardi Gras festival. 


Participate . 
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Gigantic Carney Take 
Runs Into $100,000,000 Annually 





Amazing 





By BILL RICE 


Long Beach, Calif., Jan. 19. 

Many people belittle the carnival, 
peaches, parks and fair business and 
think its small time stuff, but you 
can’t laugh off any business that does 
at least $100,000,000. That was the 
gross the season of 1936 with 350 
shows in operation. First take the 
concessions (that is, the money for 
any or all of them) big and little we 
have an average of 23 concessions to 
a show. That means 8,050 in opera- 
tion for 250 days in the year. Each 
game takes an average of three peo- 
ple to operate; or about 25,000 folks 
that must get at least $1.50 a day to 


live. That little item is only $37,500 
per day. Multiply this by 250 
operating days and we _ have 


$9,375,000 for the season and on 
top of that they must pay priv- 
ilege, transportation, etc. That 
would be cheap at $5 per day, for 
8,050 concessions, 250 days we have 
$10,062,500. So we have the tidy 
sum of $19,437,500. Then add 25% 
profit and we have $24,295,000, The 
shows themselves with the take on 
the gate, shows, rides will do at least 
$400 per day, for 350, shows, 250 days, 
we have a gross of $35,000,000 or a 
gross of around $60,000,000 for the 
carnival end alone. 

Concessions, shows and rides at 
the beaches, parks and fairs that by 
far outnumber those with the car- 
nivals; it is reasonable to suppose 
they must Jo $40,000,000 to live as 
Space rates and percentage is much 
higher than with a carnival. So here 
is the $100,000,000 business. 

George F. Dorman, my old partner, 
is at the U. S. Government Hospital 
at Tucson, N. M. His wife, Caddy, 
is with him. The Rice & Dorman 
Shows were sold to Morris & Castle 
in 1920 and in 1921 we had the Rice 
& Dorman Dramatic Tent show. 
Dorman took out the Rice & Dorman 
Shows in 1923 and operated it until 
1933. He handled the privileges for 
John Sheesley that year and then 
went with Ben Krouse Shows until 
the close of the 1936 season. His 
health has been improving since ar- 
riving at Tucson, 

Pacific Queen, 3-masted steel ship, 
was wrecked at Long Beach, Calif., 
during the past week and is now on 
the beach with little prospect of sav- 
ing her, Just finished making a pic- 
ture for Paramount Studios. Was a 
carnival show boat. Owned by Tex 
Kissinger. 

Al Painters’ Marathon Derby at 
Vancouver, Wash., doing a heavy 
business with most of the draw from 
Portland, Ore. 

Believe It or Not Ripley packed 
them in to the tune of over 5,000 
paid admissions at the Shrine Tem- 
ple in Los Angeles in one day, The 
folks went for his lecture in a big 
way. 

Picking for Toronto 

: Patty Conklin in Los Angeles sign- 
ing up attractions for the Toronto 
and London Exhibitions. The mid- 
way will be called Playland and is 
the first time any fair has owned and 
operated its own shows and rides in 
America. The Rubin & Cherry 
Shows have had the dates for the 
Past 9 years. 

Stanley Graham, owner of Midget 
City and many other exposition at- 
tractions, will play many of the 
larger fairs the coming season with 
the midgets. He is spending the 
Winter at Hermosia Beach, Calif. 

Vie Hugo with his brother, Chas., 
who operated the Hugo Bros. Circus 
in 1915, now managing the Oriental 
theatre in Hongkong, China. Sent 
the writer a honey of a Xmas card. 

Last time I saw Vic was in Shang- 
hai in 1933 at the time he was man- 
aging the Carlton theatre and col- 
lector for the Standard Oil Co. fill- 
ing stations in that city. We went to 
the Carlton Club New Year’s eve. 





They sold 1,800 quarts of champagne | 
that night for one item. Sure was | 


me wildest party I ever attended. 
-harles Hugo now in the U. S. mak- 
Ing arrangements for 
Show that sails for 
Feb. 18, 

Le Roy Printz entertaining Karl 
Hoblitzelle, owner of the Interstate 
Circuit of theatres in Texas and Ok- 
lahoma. Looks like Printz might be 
4’ producer for the Texas show at 


| heavy 


the Marcus | 
the Orient | 


on the board of directors for the 1937 | 


show. Ft. Worth is to continue with 
Billy Rose and Dallas is determined to 
hav e a bigger and better show than 
Casa Manana, that was the only win- 
ner at Ft. Worth in 1936. _ 

Long Beach, Calif. to have ex- 


Bate . j}at Peru 
alas, as Hoblitzelle is the last word | 


position in April for one week, all 
under canvas. Merchants and Man- 
ufacturers exhibits, a big carnival 
and free acts galore, including a 
baby pageant, public weddings, 
$1,000 milking contest, goofy auction, 
auto pulling contests and bucking 
horse for men and women. An auto- 
mobile will be given away each night 
and a tremendous driv for the ad- 
vance sale of tickets. Well, if they 
sell the tickets it can’t miss, but 
so few organizations will pay one- 
one that can sell the tickets. “Oh, 
the folks will come to our show’ is 
an old and worn-out cry, but do 
they? 

Orvil Craft, the Pacific coast car- 
nival king, had two shows that 
clicked in 1936, and this year, 1937, 
will have three under his banner and 
I suppose he will go into the million 
dollar class the same as my old part- 
ner, Clarence A. Wortham, who died 
with a quarter of a million dollars” 
worth of tabs on which his widow 
has never been able to collect a cent. 
And she is a good collector. 

Can’t understand why the fairs pay 
no attenticn to Midget Races. They 
are faster on any dirt track by far 
than regular racing cars up to 100 
miles. Here in Los Angeles they do 
up to 108 miles an hour at the Gil- 
more Stadium on a one-sixth of a 
mile dirt track. The thrill of the 
spins and turns is what gets 12,000 to 
18,000 customers week after week, 
but I guess the fair managers don’t 
want them, as they can’t be sold to 
anyone, 


Detroit Wants a 








$5,000,000 Hall for 


Convention Bait 





Detroit, Jan. 19. 

To meet the increasing use for De- 
troit as a convention site, Conven- 
tion and Tourists Bureau is study- 
ing proposals for a new downtown 
hall, seating 50,000 and _ costing 
around $5,000,000. More than 500 
conclaves are already scheduled for 
this year, the biggest in town’s his- 
tory, and present Convention Hall 
won't be able to take care of crowds. 

Last year’s 515 conventions at- 
tracted more than half a million 
persons. Already this year is sched- 
uled the Shriners Imperial Council, 
which’ll draw around 60,000, and a 
teachers meeting expected to attract 
about 15,600. 


James Venor, Jr., gingerale mag- 
nate, heads the 1937 convention bu- 
reau. Other officers are Charles A. 
H. Thom, Richard Hedke, John F. 
Keys, Frank Cody: and directors, 
Henry T. Ewald, Ralph B. King, 
John Brown, Louis G. Palmer, Wil- 
liam J. Chittenden, Jr., and C, A. H. 
Thom, 





Kearns Wants Biggest 





Detroit, Jan. 19. 

Jack Kearns, recently signed by 
Olympia arena as co-promoter in an 
effort to revive boxing here, has 
made a $600,000 bid for champion- 
ship bout between Jimmy Braddock 
and Joe Louis here in June. Bout, 
which would be staged in Navin 
baseball park, would mean $400,000 
for the champ and $200,000 for the 
Brown Bomber. ° 

Kearns’ first show here will be 
Jan. 29, with Barney Ross meeting 
Al Manfredo, Pacific Coast welter 
champ. February match will bring 
together John Henry Lewis, light 
titleholder, and Al McCoy, 
Canadian champ. 


Clawed Trainer Better 


Detroit, Jan. 19. 

Although seriously clawed while 
training one of his lions last week | 
winter quarters, Tarrell | 
Jacobs is expected to fill his sched- 
uled role as headliner of the 30th 
annual Shrine Circus here opening 
Feb. 1 at the Coliseum. 

Believed intervening two weeks! 
will. .be sufficient, for recoyery _ of 





| Jacobs, whose lion ‘act. appeared with | 


Al G. Barnes circus last summer. 








IRON BALL IN FRISCO 


Censolidation of Fair Departments 
Ousts Four Execs 








San Francisco, Jan. 19. 

Consolidation of the departments 
of exhibits and concessions for the 
Golden Gate International Exposition 
for 1939 has been responsible for a 
number of key men losing their 
berths with the fair organization on 
Jan. 31, according to an announce- 
ment made here last week by J. 
Franklin Bell, executive vice-prexy. 

Shakeup lopped off the heads of 
R. F. Allen, former prexy of the 
Down Town Assn; former Supervisor 
J. Emmett Hayden; Waldo T. Tup- 
per, who was director of exhibits for 
the San Diego Fair; F. M. Sandusky, 
another San Diego Fair executive, 
and Fred Weddleton, San Francisco 
exhibit and concession man, 


OPEN WINTER 
BOTHERS MICH. 


Grayling, Mich., Jan. 19. 
Snowless weather hereabouts has 











virtually ruined a prosperous winter 
resort biz in this northern section of 
the country. 

Ordinarily, at least six weeks of 
brisk biz would have been sopped 
up by this time of the year. As it is, 
cash registers are about as barren as 
the Bround has been practically the 
entire winter. So far not one of the 
numerous ‘snow’ trains, which run 
weekly and semi-weekly from vari- 
ous large cities in the midwest, has 
put in an appearance here. 

There has been no slackening of 
interest, for all of the trains, which 
carry around 1,000 persons each, 
have been sold out weeks in advance. 
With a slight snowfall early in the 
week, travel bureaus have plastered 
announcements all over the country- 
side, only to retract them later in 
the week because of a thaw or rain. 
Railways, as well as the resorts and 


travel bureaus, as a result have been | 


absorbing plenty of losses. 

Lack of frozen rain is also perilling 
northern Michigan’s famed Winter 
Sports Carnivals, which annually 
draw thousands of visitors from the 
midwest. With a snow queen and no 
flakey-white throne to. sit on, 
Alpena’s carnival opens Thursday 
(21) with natives in a dither. The 
main Michigan fete, at Petoskey, Feb. 
5 to 14, is pinning hopes on the 
weatherman. 

The huge ski slide at Rochester, 
Mich., also has been out of commis- 
sion this winter, but artificial snow 
may be imported for the major meet 
scheduled for next month. 





Carolina Fair Meets 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 19. 

North Carolina Association of 
Agricultural Fairs re-elected all its 
officers at a meeting at Raleigh Jan. 
11, and chose Raleigh as the site of 
its 1938 convention. 

W. Kerr Scott, agriculture com- 
missioner, praised Norman H. Cham- 
bliss and George A. Hamid, who 
now lease the State fair, for their 
operation of the exposition during 
the last four years, and said the 
agriculture board would determine 
between now and Feb. 1 whether 
they should have the fair again or 
whether it should be State-operated. 

Officers named were: Dr. J. S. 
Dorton of Shelby, president; Dr. A. 
H. Fleming, of Louisburg, vice-presi- 
dent; W. H. Dunn, of Wilson, vice- 
president, and C. S. Parnell, of Me- 
bane, secretary-treasurer. 

South Carolina Fair officials met 
at Columbia. 

The convention ended after an all- 
day session at the Hotel Columbia, 
with delegates re-electing officers 
and looking confidently ahead to the 
1937 season. 

J. P. Moon, for the eighth consecu- 
tive year, was elected president. The 
other officers re-elected were: J. M. 
Hughes, Orangeburg, vice-president; 
J. A. Mitchell, Anderson, secretary 
and treasurer, and Paul V. Moore, 
Columbia, chairman of the executive 
committee. 


For S.A. C. I. 


Johannesburg, Dec. 25. 
A syndicate with a proposed capi- 
tal of £250,000, wants the Victoria 
Lake, Germiston, near Johannesburg, 
and the Town Council is considering 
a deal. 
Syndicate will turn the lake and 





grounds into a big pleasure resort on 


the line of Coney Island 
and Blackpool, England. 

Town Council will reap annual ,in- 
come from the concessions. 


New York, 





Cole-Beatty Show Beats RB-BB 
Into New York Date This Season 





Now It’s N.C. 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 19. 


A vast Carolina exposition in 1938 
to parade before the world for sev- 
eral months the rescurces of the 
state and to attract tens of thousands 
of tourists will be suggested to the 
general assembly immediately, Gov. 
Clyde R. Hoey said. 

He intends to ask the legislators to 
eare for the initial financing, and to 
send a committee to Texas to study 
the methods of the two highly suc- 
cessful centennial expositions at Dal- 
las and Fort Worth. 


Acting upon this information, sev- 
eral North Carolina cities have al- 
ready started clamorin to become 
the expositio:. site. 

‘We have had fairs and expositions 
that have run for a week or so. I 
mean for us to have an exposition of 
several months that would have 
permanent value. 

‘My idea is to plan the exposition 
on a broad basis.’ 

Governor Hoey revealed the real 





|scope of his idea in comparing it 


with the Texas exposition. Fort 
Worth, which has a population of 
only 163,447, isn’t enough larger 
than Charlotte, for instance, for the 
disparity in size to make an ap- 
preciable difference in promotion of 
an exposition. Yet this small Texas 
city held : 1 exposition that attracted 
more than national attention at the 
same time its sister city, Dallas, pop- 
ulation 325,791, was holding a simi- 
lar event. 

Fort Worth engaged Billy Rose, 
producer of ‘Jumbc’ and husband of 
Fannie Brice. At enormous expense, 
be produced for the small Texas 
city a host of night clubs, circuses, 
and entertainment features that were 
called sensational. The exposition 
paid for itself and made a profit. 


Would Enjom 
Shows in Muni 


Audi, St. Lous 


St. Louis, Jan. 19. 


Smouldering resentment against 
city renting $5,000,000 municipal au- 
ditorium for sporting events and 
other purposes not of civic nature 
burst into flame last week, when Re- 
organization Investment Co., owner 
of Arena, largest exhibition bldg. in 
town, outside of tax free auditorium, 
filed suit in Circuit Court asking for 
permanent injunction against city 
from renting auditorium. on a com- 
petitive basis with other exhibition 
halls, 

Wrestling and boxing promoters, 
who formerly presented programs at 
Arena, recently flopped to Audi- 
torium. Petition recites that bond 
issue authorizing erection of audi- 
torium specified bldg. was ‘to be 
used for holding of public meetings, 
gatherings and conventions, discus- 
sion of public questions, and to sup- 
ply suitable meeting place for edu- 
cational, moral, industrial, labor and 
other purposes.’ 

Petition alleges that city permits 
and threatens to continue policy of 
using auditorium for ‘shows and 
events of a purely commercial char- 
acter, sponsored, promoted and held 
for pecuniary profit of persons other 
than City of St. Louis.” The Arena, 
petition states, has facilities for such 
activities, but is faced with improper 
competition. Since July, 1935, when 
Reorganization Investment Co. ac- 
quired Arena, petition asserts, it paid 
$109,239 in real and 








city and state. 


Fred Wehrenberg, pres., MPTO of 
St. Louis; Harold W. Evens, manager 
of Loew’s; Leo Hill, representing 











Fanchon & Marco and St. Louis 
Amusement Co., and Louis Ansell 
and Clarence Kaimar indie movie 
theatre operators, recently joined in 
protest against use of auditorium by 
commercial ‘free’ shows in compe- 
tition with local movie houses. 


Tom Packs, promoter of pro 


wrestling here, is latest exhibitor to | 


iwmmove to Auditorium, and only big 


| 


events now held. at Arena are pro 


|hockey games by St. Louis Flyers. | Cops 


ersonal taxes to | 


Cole Brothers and Clyde Beatty 
circus, showing in New York for the 
first time, will beat in the Ringling, 
Barnum and Bailey outfit and will 
be unopposed during most of the 


date, including Easter week. Cole 
show, with Beatty the feature, will 
open March 18 at the Hippodrome 
and will stay about three and one- 
half weeks. Ringling show will open 
at Madison Square Garden April 8. 
Easter falls on March 28. 
Unusually early date of Easter this 
year is one reason why the Ringlings 
will miss that heavy attendance pe- 
riod, always the top gross week at 
the Garden. Another reason is the 
hockey schedule, which cannot be 
curtailed because of commitments. 
Explained that Easter will arrive 
later in 1938 and 1939. In 1940 it will 
be early again, but thereafter the 
holiday will be in April for the fol- 
lowing 40 years. 

Window cards announcing the 
Cole-Beatty outfit are already being 
distributed. 


TORONTO SEEKS 
MIX, MIDGETS 


Toronto, Jan. 19. 

Paddy Conklin, new manager for 
carnival attractions at Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition off to Los Angeles 
trying to sign Tom Mix show, or 
some other wild west unit fer the 
Toronto show first half of next 
September. 

Chances are Frank Buck and a 
wild animal unit will top the show 
with Mix, or whatever other wes¢- 
ern can be brought in, as second 
spot. Buck is practically a sure sign, 
On guarantee and percentage. 

Outfit also seeking a midget vil- 
lage and aiming at an English music 
hall idea to lure British patrons into 
the tents. 

Architects now busy designing en- 
tirely new fronts and trying to get 
away from Rubin and Cherry or 
John J. Jones types. This kind of 
front pretty well standard back 
through 30 years. 

Neither Conklin nor Elwood 
Hughes, big chief of the show, have 
any immediate line on midgets, 
Seem hard to find. 

Efforts to spot Ontario’s ace natural 
attraction, the Dionne Quins, so far 
a flop. 


FREAK MAN IN JAIL 
ON NARCOTIC CHARGE 


Greenvilie, S. C., Jan. 19. 

Police detectives of Charleston, S. 
C., arrested Carl T. Martin, operator 
of a traveling freak show, there last 
week on a complaint sworn out by 
\federal narcotic inspector, T. L. 
| Guerard. 

| Martin, who recently showed in 
|Greenville, is said to have had in 
|his possession three hypodermic 
|needles, two opium pipes and a mari- 
juana cigarette, all of which he 
claimed were a part of an educa- 
tional exhibit. Martin further claimed 
| that the opium pipes were given to 
Gre in 1925 by the chief of police of 























—— 


Great Falls, Minn., but scrapings 
\from one of them revealed a quan- 
tity of opium derivative which led 
officials to believe that the parapher- 
nalia had been recently used. 

He is held in the Sumter County 
jail pending investigation. 


Jail Until Spring 


New Orleans, Jan. 19. 

| Robert White Wolf, 24-year-old 
‘full-blooded Yuma Indian, carnival 
| side-show performer, who was sen- 
| tenced to serve 10 days in jail for loi- 
tering, cut his sentence in half by 
;entertaining the Fifth Precinct police 
|station personnel during lulls in the 
| day’s routine with his glaw chewing, 
iron bending, fire swallowing and 
|knife throwing act. Cops watched 
|him pretty closely while he handled 
knives. 

Released Saturday (16) he asked if 
he couldn't live in cell until ‘spring, 
‘when he will rejoin show in north. 
said it was OK with them, 
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“CAMELS ARE GRAND at 
mealtimes,” says this 
New York matron, 
Mrs. Vincent Murray. 
“I always smoke 
them during meals 
and afterwards—and 
my digestion works 
like a top. Camels 
are not a bit harsh.” 


“COSTLIER 


i 
7 \OBACCOS 


Cantels: are made trom 
finer, MORE EXPENSIVE 
IOBAECOS — turkish 
sand Domestic — than any 
‘other popular brand. 


“Smoking Camels helps keep my digestion in tr im,” 
says Patton, famous oil-well fire-fig!te 


LAD in an asbestos suit (/eft), “Pat” Pa ‘ou tackles 
a blazing oil-well. “Even after th: can tuck 
away a hearty meal provided I have Caniels handy,” 
says Patton, enjoying a hasty bite (right). “Smoking 
Camels helps keep my digestion in proper trim. And 
Camels don’t get on my nerves.” Camels increase the 
flow of fluids—alkaline digestive fluids so vital to a 
sense of well-being. Camels are better for steady smok- 
ing. They don’t get on your nerves. 


AN ALL- AMERICAN 
Hockey Star.Phil La 
Batte says: “Good 
digestion and 
healthy nerves are 
‘musts’in this game. 
That's why Ismoke 
Camels.” Camels 
are mild! 


“A BRONC BUSTER 
takes a terrible 
jouncing,” Alice 
Greenough (left), ex- 
plains. “But smok- 
ing Camels with my 
meals smooths out 
my digestion. I like 
Camel’s mild, deli- 
cate flavor.” 


SPORTS REPORTER 
AGREES 100% with 
“Pat” Patton. James 
Gould (right), speak- 
ing: “My job’s a 
Strain On nerves 
and digestion too. 

. And I find Camels 
set me right—give 
me a ‘lift.’” 


“JACK 
OAKIE’S COLLEGE”’ 
Radio’s New Smash Hit! 


Also 
Benny Goodman’s “Swing” Band 
George Stoll’s Concert Orchestra 
Hollywood comedians 
and singing stars 
Special college talent 


Every Tuesday—9:30 pm E.S.T., 
8:30 pm C.S.T., 7:30 pm M.S.T., 
6:30 pm P.S.T., WABC- 
Columbia Network. 























